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TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF  PEKNaTLYANIA. 


A  strong  incentive  to  noble  deeds  is  the  belief  of 
the  performer,  that,  they  will  be  recorded  in  the  me- 
mories of  his  countr5rmen.  More  especially  amid  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  a  military  life,  is  it  consoling  to 
the  hero  and  the  patriot  to  reflect  that  his  cotempora- 
ries  will  approve  his  exertions  for  their  welfare,  ac- 
knowledge the  purity  of  his  motives,  defend  him  from 
undeserved  reproach,  and  bequeath  his  &me  to  pos- 
terity as  a  valuable  legacy.  Miserable  indeed  would 
be  he  whose  profession  is  arms,  who  hourly  puts  his 
life  in  peril  for  his  country's  defense,  if  to  the  dangers 
of  disease,  mutilation  or  death,  which  attend  him  at 
every  step,  should  be  added  the  belief  that  his  reputi^- 
tion,  the  most  valuable  of  his  personal  rights,  and  the 
only  one  which  he  would  not  sacrifice,  might  become 
an  offering  to  the  voracious  spirit  of  calumny. 

The  soldier,  expiring  in  mortal  agony  upon  the 
field  which  he  has  conquered  or  defended,  the  sailor, 
breathing  out  the  current  of  life  upon  the  deck  on 
which  he  has  struggled  for  his  countr/s  indepen- 
dence and  honor,  deserve,  as  some  requital  for  being 
thus  untimely  severed  from  all  the  enjoyments  or 
hopes  of  this  world,  that  their  characters  should  be 
justly  dealt  with.    The  patriot  seeks  not  merely  *^the 
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babble  reputation  in  the  cannon's  mouth !"  He  is 
impelled  by  a  holier  motive ;  he  seeks  a  higher  object 
He  lifts  his  arm  for  his  country.  He  strikes,  and  he 
bares  his  bosom  to  the  stroke  of  the  foe,  that  she  may 
be  free,  happy  and  honored.  And  when  his  heart 
has  3rielded  prematurely  to  the  stroke,  or  when  he  has 
escaped  the  battle-death  to  linger  out  the  years  of 
hoary  age  in  disease  or  privation,  shall  his  country- 
men forget  his  services  and  sacrifices,  and  yield  bis 
&me,  his  only  remaining  possession,  without  resist- 
ance, to  the  knife  of  the  assassin  ?  Base  indeed  would 
be  the  ingratitude  of  a  people  that  woukl  permit  it, 
and  cheerless  the  prospect  of  him  who  should  devote 
himself  to  fighting  their  battles. 

To  you,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  especially  belongs 
the  feme  of  Captain  Elliott.  The  blood  of  his  father, 
poured  out  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  United 
States,  now  adjures  you  from  the  ground  to  guard  the 
feme  of  his  children,  whom,  in  his  dying  moments, 
he  bequeathed  as  a  legacy  to  his  country.  Captain 
EUiott  is  a  citizen  of  your  state,  a  participator  in  your 
civil  rights,  a  sharer  of  your  prosperity  and  adversity. 
His  home,  that  spot  where  every  good  man's  heart  is 
anchored,  is  among  you,  and  next  after  our  glorious 
Union,  his  allegiance  is  due  to  the  land  of  Penn. 

You  remember  that  Justice  was  the  great  principle 
on  which  your  community  was  founded  ;  that  Justice 
was  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night, 
which  guided  the  steps  of  the  immortal  philanthropist 
who  first  reared  the  banner  of  civilization  upon  your 
territory.    You  remember  that  Justice  was  the  ruling 
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Spirit  of  the  compact  between  this  great  seeker  of 
good  and  the  children  of  the  forest;  a  compacty 
which,  to  quote  the  words  of  a  celebrated  scholar  of 
Europe,  was  the  only  treaty  ever  concluded  wUhmU 
an  oath,  and  the  only  treaty  never  broken. 

And  has  Justice  fled  from  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania? 
Has  the  spirit  of  Penn  ceased  to  animate  her  child- 
ren ?  No !  the  temple  which  he  raised  to  Justice  yet 
stands  unscathed ;  its  altar  is  not  yet  overthrown  or 
deserted;  his  precepts  are  not  yet  obliterated  firom  the 
hearts  of  Pennsylvanians. 

It  can  be  shown  that,  without  detracting  from  the 
merit  of  any  one  of  the  gallant  and  accomplished 
commanders  who  have  gained  imperishable  renown 
for  our  navy  and  our  country.  Captain  Elliott  has 
been  surpassed  by  none  of  them  in  bravery,  skill  and 
valuable  public  services ;  that  without  detracting 
firom  the  courage  or  patriotism  of  the  gallant  and  la- 
mented Perry,  our  country  is  principally  indebted  to 
the  self-possession  and  naval  skill  of  Captain  Elliott 
for  the  memorable  victory  of  Lake  Erie.  It  can  be 
shown  that  in  the  choice  of  an  oroament  for  the  bow 
of  the  Constitution,  Captain  Elliott  conformed  to  the 
directions  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  was  actuated 
by  a  spirit  of  enlightened  and  liberal  patriotism,  and 
an  amiable  wish  to  gratify  the  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  that  in  thus  adorning  the  Constitution 
against  the  remonstrance  of  the  "  Whig*'  party  of  that 
State,  he  acted  with  due  regard  to  the  directions  of  the 
Navy  Department,  to  the  honor  of  our  country,  to  the 
respect  due  to  the  laws  and  the  constituted  authorities. 
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ud  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  official  station^ 
It  can  be  shown  that  the  proceedings  of  this  "  Whig^ 
party  agair^t  Captain  Elliott  originated  in  political 
animosity,  and  were  intended  to  drive  him  from  the 
command  of  the  navy  yard  at  Boston  because  he 
was  a  Democrat  of  the  old  school,  and  to  excite  op- 
position to  our  venerable  and  patriotic  President,  and 
to  the  national  administration. 

Pennsylvanians !  The  character  of  Captain  Elliott 
is  your  birthright ;  the  lustre  of  his  deeds  is  shed 
upon  yourselves.  The  story  of  his  services,  his  suf- 
ferings and  his  wrongs  is  now  before  you  \  and  in 
the  belief  that  it  will  rouse  your  righteous  indigna- 
tion against  a  faction  that  would  have  sacrificed  his 
&me  to  its  unhallowed  purposes,  and  in  the  hope  that  it 
will  incite  you  to  award  him  Justice^  it  is  respectfully 
inscribed  to  you  by 

THE  AUTHOR. 

Philadelphia^  1SB6.  /^^         ',        0  f     '] 
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CHAPTER  L 


fntroductory  remarks.  Birth  of  Captain  Elfiott  His  entrance  Into  the  Na:f7. 
Attack  on  the  Chesapeake  Frigate.  War  with  Great  Britain.  OperaUont 
on  the  Northern  Fnmtier.    Capture  of  the  Detroit  and  Caledonia. 

The  foes  to  human  liberty,  of  which,  unfortunate- 
ly, the  world  contains  too  many,  have  often  said  that 
republics  were  un^ateful.  That  nations  are  so. 
without  regard  to  their  form  of  government,  is  indeea 
a  truth  of  which  history  furnishes  many  melancholy 
examples.  But  that  repubUcs  are  particularly  so,  is 
an  assertion  more  easily  made  than  proved,  and 
which,  it  is  believed,  originates  more  frequently  in 
the  malevolence  of  those  who  wish  them  ill,  than  in 
the  sufferings  of  those  who  find  them  ungratefiil. 
Error  may  sometimes  lead  an  enlightened  people 
astray :  and  those  who  have  spent  long  and  weary 
years  in  toiling  or  combatting  for  "  the  greatest  good 
of  the  greatest  number,"  may  be  victims  of  the  delu- 
sion. They  may  then,  for  a  time,  languish  in  cold 
neglect,  or  writhe  under  more  active  demonstrations 
of  public  displeasure.  But  an  enlightened  people 
will  not  be  always  unjust      There  is  a  principle 
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of  human  nature,  the  principle  of  benevolence, 
which  will  eventually  lead  tliem  back  from  their 
errors,  and  impel  them  to  atonement.  This  principle 
may  be,  and  often  ii^*  i^crspetKfed,  but  is  never  ex- 
tinguished, even  in  the  savage.  Passion  or  interest 
may  pervert  or  restrain  it ;.  but  when  these  cease  to 
govern,  it  flies  back,  like  the  bow  unbent,  to  its  ori- 
ginal position.  This  principle  will  prevent  enlight- 
ened fepulilics  fifortrb^ing  long  utigwit^ftrr,  and  offers 
an  assurance  to  the  author  o?  the  following  pages, 
that  his  humble  attempt  to  defend  a  meritorious  pub- 
lic servant  from  calumny,  will  be  patiently,  if  not 
thankfully  received. 

Perhaps  the  most  fruitful  source  of  that  ingratitude 
which  is  often  imputed  to,  and  sometimes  witnessed 
in  republics,  is  the  spirit  of  faction.  To  this  spirit 
they  are  all  liable,  for  it  is  the  necessary  evil  of  con- 
iStitutional  governments.  It  is  an  evil,  even  in  its 
mildest  form ;  even  when  most  tempered  by  a  sense 
of  justice  ;  even  when  most  restrained  by  the  conside- 
ration that  all  cannot  think  ahke,  and  that  differences 
of  opinion  result  from  the  wisely  organized  constitu- 
tion' of  human  nature.  But  when  permitted  to  over- 
power such  restraints,  it  becomes  an  evil  of  great  mag- 
nitude, resulting  not  only  in  perversion  of  judgment 
and  feeling,  but  in  perversion  of  conduct  It  then 
leads  not  only  to  "  envy,  hatred  and  malice,  and  all 
uncharitableness,"  but  to  fraud  and  violence. 

The  ofBcers  oif  our  army  and  navy,  when  keeping 
within  the  sphere  of  their  duties,-  and  deporting  them- 
selves with  that  integrity,  modesty,  gentleness,  kind- 
ness, and  pc^teness,  without  which  no  man  is  a  gen- 
tleman, and  which  render  one  a  gentleman  in  any 
rank  or  statical,  are  not  proper  objects  of  party  spirit, 
especially  when  appearing  in  the  malignant  and  fero- 
cious guises  in  which  it  now  seems  to  delight  in  show- 
ing itself.    They  belong  to  the  nation  ;  not  to  any  <^ 
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the  fragments  or  &ctions  or  cabals  into  wi^idi  .fbe 
nation,  under  any  delusion  of  the  moment,  may 
dioose  to  tear  itself.  For  the  nation?^  defense,  they 
have  dhosen  a  profession,  which,  more  immediately 
Aan  any  other,  exposes  them  to  disease,  mutilation 
or  death.  At  the  nation's  call,  they  must  meet 
promptly  and  without  delay,  the  cannon  of  the  foreifln 
foe,  the  dagger  and  the  firebrand  of  the  pirate,  the 
lightning  and  the  tempest,  and  ^  the  pestilence  ibsA 
walketh  in  darkness."  They  should  therefore  be  re- 
garded as  the  children  of  the  nation,  in  the  broadest, 
most  liberal,  most  enlightened,  most  respectful,  and 
most  affectionate  sense  of  the  term.  But  while  thus 
belon^ng  to  the  whole  nation,  they  should  not  be 
denied,  more  than  any  other  citizens,  the  right  of  mo- 
destly and  temperately  expressing  their  opinions  upon 
public  men  and  measures.  They  certainly  have  no 
small  stake  in  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
-try  for  which  they  put  their  lives  in  peril,  and  can 
serve  it  more  efficiently  when  understanding  its  affairs 
like  enlightened  men,  than  when  reduc^  to  mere 
machines,  with  no  ideas  beyond  killing  and  being 
killed.  To  suppose  that  in  a  country  like  ours,  a 
naval  or  military  officer  can  have  no  political  partia- 
lities, can  perceive  no  difference  between  one  measure 
of  public  policy  and  another,  or  between  the  qualifi- 
cations of  one  and  another  set  of  men  for  public  trust, 
is  to  suppose  him  too  low  in  the  scale  of  rationalityto 
be  worthy  of  the  American  uniform.  May  that  uni- 
form never  cover  ignorance !  May  the  sword  of  »the 
United  States  never  be  Wielded,  unless  by  a  hand 
guided  by  enlightened  reason ! 

But  while  our  naval  and  military  officers  should  be 
regarded  as  the  children  of  the  nation,  the  nation 
itself  should  not  forget  the  duties  of  a  parent  If  they 
-owe' to  it  allegiance,  and  the  dailycmd  houtlyhazaid 
-^tf  their  lives,  it  owes  toth^n  protection  insdl^thek 
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rights,  personal  and  official,  and  above  all,  in  the 
rfeht  ofcharacter.  To  men  belonging  to  a  profession 
01  which  the  very  soul,  the  very  vital  principle  is 
Aofior,  the  right  of  character  is  valuable  above  all 
others.  It  should  never  be  unjustly  assailed  with  im- 
punity. Punishment,  the  punishment  of  public  cen- 
sure, should  dways  follow  the  assault. 

The  history  of  Commodore  Elliott,  in  defense  of 
whom  the  foUowing  pages  are  submitted  to  an  en- 
lightened, a  candid  and  a  generous  pubUc,  forcibly 
iUiistrates  the  depraved  character  of  faction  ;  forcibly 
displays  the  facility  with  which  it  can  forget  the  most 
valuable  pubUc  services,  break  the  most  sacred  ties, 
and  trample  upon  the  courtesies  and  decencies  of  ci- 
vilized society.  Long  since  have  attempts  been  made 
to  impeach  his  fame;  to  tear  from  his  brow  the 
wreaths  earned  by  arduous  and  valuable  pubUc  ser- 
vices. Oftentimes  has  his  fame  been  successfully  vin- 
dicated. But  the  vindication  seems  to  have  served 
no  other  purpose  hitherto,  than  to  stimulate  the  spirit 
of  calumny;  for  after  every  defeat,  his  assailants, 
with  punic  perseverance,  have  redoubled  their  efforts 
for  a  new  contest.  It  is  time  "  to  carry  the  war  into 
Africa?^  Or,  to  change  the  figure,  it  is  time  to  ex- 
plore the  fountains  whence  flows  this  Nile  of  slander ; 
and  if  they  cannot  be  stopped,  to  confine  the  noisome 
stream  within  its  banks,  and  prevent  it  from  continu- 
ally overflowing,  and  poisoning  the  public  mind. 

Jesse  Duncan  Elliott,  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  son  of  a  Pennsylvanian,  was  bom  in  Mary- 
land, in  the  year  1785.  His  father,  Robert  Elliott,  of 
Franklin  county  in  Pennsylvania,  was  a  commissary 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  was  slain  by 
the  Indians  near  the  Muskingum  in  1794,  while  con- 
ducting supplies  to  the  army  of  General  Wayne.  By 
a  resolution  of  Ckmgress,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  was  granted  to  his  widow  and  children.    In 
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1804,  two  of  these  children,  of  whom  the  present 
commodore  is  one,  while  prosecuting  their  studies  at 
Carlisle  in  Pennsylvania,  preparatory  to  entering  the 
profession  of  law,  were  appointed  midshipmen  in  Ae 
navy ;  Mr.  Jefferson  informing  them  that  the  appoint- 
ment was  partly  in  consideration  of  the  services  and 
sacrifices  of  their  Either,  in  the  employment  of  the 
nation.  The  United  States  being  then  at  war  with 
the  Barbary  powers,  Mr.  Elliott  sailed  for  the  Medi- 
terranean as  a  midshipman  in  the  frigate  Essex,  com- 
manded by  Captain  james  Barron. 

Returning  to  the  United  States  in  the  spring  of 

1807,  he  was  transferred  to  the  frigate  Chesapeake, 
also  commanded  by  Captain  James  Barron,  and  was 
a  midshipman  on  board  of  that  ship  when  it  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Leopard  in  June,  1807.    In  January 

1808,  he  was  summoned  as  a  witness  before  the 
Court  Martial  held  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  by  which  Com- 
modore Barron  was  tried  for  surrendering  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  showed  by  his  testimony,  that  there  was  a 
total  want  of  preparation  on  board  of  that  ship,  while 
the  Leopard  was  pouring  in  a  fire  that  killed  three 
men,  wounded  twenty-two,  greatly  dama^fed  the  rig- 
ins:,  wounded  the  bowsprit,  main  and  mizen  masts^ 
left  twenty-two  round  shot  in  the  hull,  caused  the  ship 
to  take  in  three  feet  of  water  in  about  an  hour  after 
the  attack,  and  compelled  it  to  return  to  port  without 
delay.  The  reader  may  estimate  the  want  of  proMi* 
ration  in  the  Chesapeake  fi?om  the  feet,  that,  to  mis 
destructive  fire,  it  was  able  to  return  one  solitary  gun. 
In  the  midst  of  this  fire,  Mr,  Elliott  was  perfectly  cool 
and  collected,  and  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to 
prepsure  for  resistance,  and  to  encourage  Ae  men  in 
his  division.  Let  the  reader  peruse  the  following  CK- 
tract  from  his  testimony, 

2 
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FOURTEENTH   DAY. 

Tuesday y  January  19, 1808. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

At  the  recjuest  of  the  counsel  of  Captain  James  Barrou, 
Jesse  D.  Elliott,  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  was 
called  in  and  sworn  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Chesapeake  on  the  22d  of  June 
last? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  were  your  rank  and  station  at  that  time  1 

A,  I  was  a  midshipman,  quartered  in  the  third  division  ob 
the  gun  deck, 

Q.  Had  you  any  suspicion  of  a  hostile  intent  in  the 
Leopard,  at  any  time  before  you  were  ordered  to  quarters  ? 

A.  No,  I  had  not. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  other  persons  on  board  express  any 
suspicions  until  that  time  ? 

A,  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  to  go  to  quarters  ? 

A,  No,  1  did  not,  from  a  superior  officer.  Directly  after 
the  British  officer  left  our  ship.  Captain  Grordon  ordered  me 
to  go  to  the  gun  deck,  to  assist  in  clearing  it  up.  Thk  I 
supposed  was  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  quarters. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  your  division  at  the  time  you 
heard  your  colors  were  struck. 

A,  It  was  very  much  confused.  Before  I  heard  the  colors 
were  struck,  several  of  the  men  had  expressed  a  wish  to  quit 
their  quarters ;  I  had  stopped  them,  and  told  them  we  were 
as  much  exposed  as  they  were,  and  that  they  must  stand  to 
their  quarters  as  long  as  we  did.  Upon  this,  they  said  they 
would  stay  and  be  shot  like  sheep. 

Q,  Was  any  part  of  your  division  m  such  a  situation  at 
any  time  before  the  surrender,  as  to  have  enabled  you  to  com- 
mence firing  ? 

A.  The  two  forward  guns  were  in  a  situation  to  be  fired, 
if  we  had  had  jpowder  horns  and  matches  or  loggerheads. 
Immediately  after  we  went  to  quarters,  I  had  ordered  one  of 
the  quarter  gunners  to  go  for  matches.  He  went,  and  was 
wounded ;  he  returned  however  with  a  loggerhead,  which 
was  too  cold.  Before  he  had  returned,  I  had  sent  the  second 
captain  of  the  foremost  gun  in  our  division,  for  loggerheads. 
He  went,  and  as  he  returned,  I  took  the  loo|rerhead  from  him 
and  was  about  to  fire  a  gun,  when  Mr.  Ureighton  stopped 
me,  and  said  we  had  struck.  These  two  guns  mi^ht  nave 
commenced  a  fire,  but  could  not  have  continued  it.    The 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT.  15 

two  after  gans  were  not  in  a  situation  to  commence  a  fire 
at  all. 

Q.  Had  you  any  powder  horns  in  your  divisicm,  at  any 
time  before  the  surrender  7 

A,  We  had  several  empty  powder  horns,  which  were  sent 
up  from  the  magazine,  and  one  was  received  just  before  I 
heard  of  the  surrender,  which  had  some  powder  in  it,  but 
was  not  full. 

Q.  Had  you  any  matches  in  your  division  before  the  sur- 
render 7 

A,  We  had  not. 

Q.  Had  you  any  heated  loggerheads  in  your  division  be- 
fore the  surrender  ? 

A,  We  had  two,  but  they  were  not  hot  enough  to  fire  with. 
The  first  I  know  was  not  hot  enough,  because  I  tried  it ;  and 
the  last  I  suspect  was  not  hot  eno^h,  although  it  was  never 
tried. 

Q.  Were  there  any  cartridges  in  your  division  during  the 
attack? 

A.  No,  there  were  not.    I  did  not  see  a  cartridge  that  day. 

Q.  Were  there  any  wads  in  your  division  at  any  time 
during  the  attack  ? 

A,  There  were  not,  nor  did  I  know  where  they  were. 

Q.  Were  there  any  sponges  and  rammers  in  your  division 
at  any  time  during  the  attack. 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  them. 

Q.  Was  Captain  Grordon  in  your  division  at  any  time 
during  the  attack  7 

A.  He  was  not.  He  passed  through  our  division  as  he 
went  to  the  cabin,  just  before  the  attack  commenced.  The 
drummer  was  then  beating  to  quarters;  Captain  Grordon 
stopped  him.  and  asked  him  who  ordered  him  to  beat  to 
quarters.  Tnis  threw  Mr.  Creighton  and  myself,  at  first,  in- 
to confusion;  but  in  a  short  time  Mr.  Creighton  said,  "we 
will  have  our  division  clear  at  all  events,"  and  we  then  im- 
mediately went  to  work. 

In  1810,  he  was  appointed  bearer  of  despatches  to 
our  minister  at  London,  on  which  service  he  sailed 
for  England  in  the  frigate  John  Adams. 

In  June,  1812,  began  the  war  with  Great  Britain ; 
a  war  into  which  our  country  was  forced  by  injuries 
and  aggressions  which  had  exhausted  forbearance ; 
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a  war  m  which  Americaja  skill  and  yalor  upon  land, 
were  more  than  equal  to  British  prowess,  and  upon 
the  ooean,  bB^ke  the  charm  of  British  invtncibiiity ;  a 
war  in  which  the  American  character  attained  a  proud 
eminence,  ttom  nvhich,  it  is  hq^ed  and  trusted,  it  naay 
Qjeyer  descend.  In  this  contest,  Lieutenant  Elliott 
was  destined  to  play  an  important  part,  and  to  earn 
Aose  laurels  of  which,  if  his  countrymen  are  only 
just  to  themselves,  neither  envy  nor  faction  can  ever 
deprive  him.  Three  months  after  the  declaration  of 
war,  he  was  ordered  to  Lake  Erie  upon  the  highly 
responsible  and  important  service  of  superintending 
the  navid  preparations  on  tiiat  lake.  The  fi>lk>wing 
letter  from  Oonmiodoje  Chauncey,  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  naval  force  upon  the  lakes,  will  show 
what  confidence  was  reposed  in  him. 

^Navy  Yard,  New-York,  7th  Sept,  181^. 
Sir, — You  will  immediately  proceed  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition to  the  head-quarters  of  General  Van  Rensselaer, 
wliidi  is,  I  believe,  at  or  near  Buffalo,  at  the  bottom  of  Lake 
Erie.  You  will  consult  General  Van  Rensselaer  as  to  the 
best  position  to  build,  repair,  and  fit  for  service,  such  vessels 
or  ^ats  as  may  be  required  to  retain  the  command  of  Lake 
Erie,  bearing  in  mind  to  select  such  a  place  as  can  be  de- 
fended from  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  keep 
them  from  a  knowledge  of  our  operations.  After  you  have 
selected  a  proper  place,  you  will,  with  the  advice  of  General 
Van  Rensselaer,  purchase  any  merchant  vessels  or  boats  that 
can  be  converted  into  vessels  of  war  or  gun  boats,  and  com- 
mence th«r  equipment  immediately.  You 'will  also  cause 
to  be  sawed  by  tne  mBls  in  the  neighborhood,  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  plank  for  the  decks  and  bottoms  of  two  vessels 
of  three  hundred  tons  each,  consulting  with  the  master  car- 
penter as  jto^aantity  and  thickness.  You  will  also  ])rocure 
and  get  ready  a  sufficient  quantity  of  boards  to  build  si;^ 
boats  of  40  feet  long,  and  10  feet  wide.  You  will  have 
quarters  prepared  for  three  hundred  men,  and  a  temporary 
magazine  built  for  our  powder.  Thirty  carpenters  will  leave 
kere  4ia  Thursday  next  for  Bitffalo ;  you  will  lose  no  time 
lA  fiettinf  them  upon  the  work  of  preparation,  as  every  day  i» 
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of  importance  to  as,  the  season  bein^  so  far  adranced.  Toa 
will  ascertain  as  near  as  practicable,  the  force  of  the  enemy  on 
Lake  Erie,  also  their  general  rendezvous ;  and  also  you  will 
inform  yourself  upon  the  following  points,  to  wit;  the  number 
and  kind  of  ressels  and  boats  that  can  be  procured  upon 
Lake  Erie,  that  will  answer  our  purpose ;  what  kind  of  har- 
bor or  shelter  there  i»  for  them ;  whether  proyisions  can  be 
procured  in  the  neighborhood,  and  what  kinds,  and  in  what 
quantities ;  the  state  of  the  roads  in  and  about  Buflalo ;  and 
the  most  defensible  points ;  in  fact  you  will  obtain  ail  the 
information  that  will  be  of  importance  to  us  in  our  opera- 
tions, and  transmit  the  same  to  me  by  express,  I  should  ad- 
vise you  to  travel  in  plain  clothes :  and  by  no  means  com- 
municate the  object  of  your  visit  to  any  person  except  G(e- 
neral  Van  Rensselaer,  to  whom  I  enclose  you  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction, which  you  will  deliver  immediately.  Knowing 
your  zeal  tor  the  service,  and  your  discretion  as  an  officer, 
1  feel  every  confidence  in  your  industry  and  exertions  to  ac- 
complish the  object  of  your  mission  in  the  shortest  time 
possible.  Notwithstanding,  I  shall  feel  extremely  anxious 
until  I  hear  from  you  upon  the  points  upon  which  I  have  re- 
quested information.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  ob't.  serv't. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Lieut.  Jesse  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy." 

The  manner  in  which  this  mission  was  executed, 
will  appear  from  the  following  letter. 

"  Navy  YarcL  New- York,  2Uh  SepL  1812. 
Dear  Sui,--Your  favor  ot  the  18th  inst.  I  received  this 
day,  and  approve  of  what  you  have  done.  You  will  make 
all  the  expedition  possible  m  altering  the  vessels  at  Qennes- 
see  River.  Eightv  men  left  here  on  Monday  for  Buffalo; 
one  hundred  and  forty  leave  here  to  day  for  the  same  place. 
I  shall  send  one  hundred  to  Gennessee  River,  and  leave 
here  on  Saturday  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  will  join  you  as 
soon  as  possible.  With  great  respect. 
I  am  your  ob't.  serv't. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Lieut.  Jesse  D.  Eluott,  Qennessee  Falls. 

While  on  the  lines,  he  heard  that  two  British  vb»- 
sds,  the  Hunter  of  14  guns,  and  the  Detroit  of  6  gun^ 
2^ 
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bad  arrived  at  Fort  Erie  fircmi  Maiden,  and  anefaisved 
ander  the  guns  of  the  fort.  He  immediately  project* 
ed  the  daring  enterprize  of  cutting  them  out,  by 
means  of  two  boats  and  100  men.  To  prove  this, 
thi9  following  letters  are  offered. 

^^  Head-Quartera,  Lewiston,  25fth  Sepi,  1812. 

Sir,— I  have  this  moment  rcceired  your  letter  of  yesler'- 
day,  stating  that  Lieutenant  Elliott  proposed  to  make  an 
attempt  Co  cut  out  one  of  the  vessels  at  Erie,  and  has  re* 
quested  your  assistance  by  men,  <&e.  for  the  enterprise.  You 
will  please  to  furnish  Lieutenant  Elliott  immediately,  with 
men,  amis,  ammunition,  boats  and  implements  oi  every 
kandj  to  the  utmost  of  his  wishes,  and  the  means  you  can 
possibly  coimnand,  to  render  the  enterprise  successful. 

I  am,  <&c.  J.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

Maj.  Gen.  Hall,  Com'g.  Black  Rock.'' 

^  Head' Quarters,  Lewi8ton,25fh  Sept.  1812. 
^iB, — I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  this  day  sent 
to  Major  GSeikeFal  Hall.     With  my  best  wbhes  that  sueces» 
may  crown  your  enterprise,  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect, 
Your  most  ob't  serv't. 

J.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  Maj.  Gen." 

**  Sir, — ^Mr.  Pressman*  will  bring  you  the  aid  we  can  give* 
He  is  a  gallant  young  man,  and  I  request  that  he  may  be 
allowed  to  accompany  you.  The  God  who  protects  the 
brave,  guard  you  and  give  you  success. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

LiEirr.  Eluott-  8th  Oct." 

How  this  enterprise  was  executed,  will  appear 
from  bi3  own  official  report,  and  from  the  following^ 

Sj^tract  of  a  letter  from  Cknamodore  Chauncey  to  the  Se^ 
cretary  of  the  Navy. 

^^SadeMa  Harbor,  CkA.  16.  18t2. 
Sm, — I  have  great  pleasure  ia  informing  you,  that  hy  a 

•  1S|is«eBtlMMB  if  now  a  dergymsA  8tCt]«d  at  New  Castle  DflW 
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flfodcnntm  ifIw  enired  hew  Tevileniay  afiemooB  from  Buf- 
falo, I  learn  that  Lieulenaat  EUiott,  with  aboat  sixty  sailois, 
and  a  number  of  volunteers,  (militia,^  cut  out  from  undet 
the  guns  of  Fort  Erie,  on  the  night  or  the  8th  inst.  the  brig 
Adams,  lately  surrendered  at  Detroit,  and  the  sehoooer  Ca- 
ledonia,  loaded  witli  peltry,  said  to  be  very  ralualMe  5  but  in 
running  these  vessels  for  Black  Roek,  tliey  both  grounded  in 
such  a  situation,  that  the  British  fort  was  firing  on  them 
when  my  informant  left  there  on  Friday  morning  last.  It 
was  however  believed  that  if  they  could  not  be  got  oll^  tfcey 
would  be  destroyed.  I  however  hope  that  Lieutenant  Elliott 
will  be  able  to  save  both  vessels,  for  snch  an  addition  to  our 
littk  force  on  Lake  Erie  at  this  time,  would  be  invaiuable. 
Lieutenant  EUiott  deserves  much  praise  for  the  promptness 
with  which  he  executed  this  service,  as  the  sailors  had  only 
arrived  at  Black  Rock  on  the  8tb,  and  he  had  no  particular 
orders  from  me,  except  to  have  boats  buiU  and  prepared  for 
cutting  out  the  British  vessels  which,  I  knew,  rendevouzed 
near  Fort  Erie.  If  Lieutenant  Elliott  succeeds  in  saving  the 
Adams  and  Caledonia,  I  think  we  shall  obtain  the  command 
of  Lake  Erie  before  December. 

(Here  follow  some  statements  relating  to  Lake  Ontario.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton." 

Letter  from  Com.  Chauncey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
''  Sackett'€  Harbor,  27eil  Oct,  1812. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  copies  of  two  let^ 
ters  received  from  Lieutenant  Elliott,  giving  an  account  of 
his  having  cut  out  from  under  Fort  Erie,  on  Lake  Erie,  in  a 
most  gallant  manner,  two  British  brigs,  the  Detroit,  (late 
Adams,)  and  the  Caledonia  ;  the  Detroit  was  manned  and 
armed  as  a  man  of  war;  the  Caledonia  belonged  to  the 
North  West  Company,  and  was  loaded  with  jjeltry.  Nothing 
that  I  can  say,  more  than  I  have  already  said  in  a  former 
communication  upon  this  subject,  will  add  to  the  credit  of 
Lieutenant  Elliott,  and  the  gallant  officers  and  men  who  «e- 
companied  him.  The  thing  speaks  for  itself,  and  will,  I  am 
sure,  be  duly  appreciated  by  all  who  have  any  idea  of  the 
difficulties  mat  he  had  to  encounter  after  getting  possession 
of  these  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d:c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Navy.'- 
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The  following  is  from  Charles  W.  GroMsborougfai 
chief  clerk  of  the  Navy  Department. 

"  Dear  Eluott. — I  give  you  joy !  You  have  fulfilled  oar 
ezpectations !  It  was  well  done----aone  like  a  naval  hero ! 
Heaven  be  with  you  always. 
Your  friend, 

GOLDSBOROUGH. 
27th  Oct.  1812.'' 

Thouo^h  this  letter,  written  in  the  ardor  of  private 
fnendship,  such  friendship  as  one  elevated  and 
honorable  mind  can  cherish  for  another,  was  never 
intended  for  the  public  eye,  yet  the  testimony  it  con- 
tains concerning  the  character^  the  cast  of  mind  of 
Captain  Elliott,  affords  a  sufficient  apology  for  its 
pubhcation.  Mr.  Goldsborough,  being  a  citizen  erf 
Maryland,  Captain  Elliott's  native  state,  knew  him 
well,  and  therefore  entertained  high  expectations  of 
his  naval  career.  He  knew  that  Lieutenant  Elliott 
would  not  only  improve  but  seek  opportunities  of 
displaying  the  naval  hero,  and  in  the  fervor  of  his 
admiration  for  this  gallant  exploit,  he  pronounces  it 
a.  fulfilment  of  his  expectations. 

The  following  is  Ldeutenant  ElUott's  official  report 
of  this  afl&ur  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

"  Black  Bock,  October  9,  1812. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th  instant,  two  British  vessels^  which  I  was  in- 
formed were  his  Britannic  majesty's  bng  Detroit,  late  the 
United  States'  brig  Adams,  and  the  brig  Huntei,  mounting 
14  guns,  but  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  brig  Caledo- 
nia, both  said  to  be  well  armed  and  manned,  came  down  the 
lake  and  anchored  under  the  protection  of  Fort  Erie.  Hav- 
ing been  on  the  lines  for  some  time,  and  in  a  measure  inac- 
tively employed,  I  determined  to  make  an  attack,  and  if  pos- 
sible to  get  possession  of  them.  A  strong  inducement  to 
to  this  attempt  arose  from  the  consideration,  that  with  these 
two  vessels  and  those  which  I  have  purchased  and  am  fitting 
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cmt,  I  should  be  enabled  to  meet  the  remainder  of  the  Britiah 
force  on  the  upper  lakes,  and  save  an  incalculable  expense 
and  labor  to  the  government.  On  the  momii^  of  their  arri- 
yal^  I  heard  that  our  seamen  were  but  a  short  distance  from 
this  place,  and  immediately  despatched  an  express  to  the 
officers,  directing  them  to  use  all  possible  despatch  in  getting 
their  men  to  this  place,  as  I  had  an  important  service  to 

Serform.  On  their  arrival,  which  was  anout  12  o'clock,  I 
iscovered  that  they  had  only  20  pistols,  and  neither  cut- 
lasses nor  battle-axes.  But  on  application  to  G^erals 
Smvth  and  Hall,  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  I  was  supplied 
witn  a  few  arms,  and  General  Smyth  was  so  good,  on  my 
request,  as  immediately  to  detach  50  men  from  ue  regulars, 
armed  with  muskets. 

By  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  my  men  selected  and 
stationed  in  two  boats,  which  I  had  previously  prepared  for 
the  purpose.  With  these  boats,  50  men  in  each,  and  under 
circumstances  very  disadvantageous,  my  men  having  scarcely 
had  time  to  refresh  themselves  after  a  fatiguing  march  of 
500  miles,  I  nut  9ff  from  the  mouth  of  Bu&lo  creek  at  I 
o'clock  the  foflowing  morning,  and  at  3  I  was  alongside  the 
vessels.  In  less  than  10  minutes  I  had  the  prisoners  all  se- 
cured, the  topsails  sheeted  home,  and  the  vessels  under  way. 
Unfortunately  the  wind  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  get  us 
up  a  rapid  current  into  the  lake,  where  1  had  understood 
another  armed  vessel  lay  at  anchor,  and  I  was  obliged  to  run 
down  the  river^  by  the  forts,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  roimd| 
grape  and  canister,  from  a  number  of  pieces  of  heavy  4»rd- 
nance,  and  several  pieces  of  flying  artillery,  and  compelled 
to  anchor  at  a  distance  of  about  400  yards  frc«i  their  two 
batteries.  After  the  discharge  of  the  first  gun  from  the  fly- 
ing artillery,  1  hailed  the  shore,  and  observed  to  the  officer, 
that  if  another  gun  was  fired,  I  would  bring  the  prisoners  oa 
deck,  and  expose  them  to  the  same  fate  we  would  all  share ; 
but,  notwithstanding,  they  disregarded  the  caution,  and  con- 
tinued a  constant  and  destructive  fire.  One  single  moment's 
reflection  determined  me  not  to  commit  an  act  that  would 
subject  me  to  the  imputation  of  barbarity.  The  Caledonia 
had  been  beached,  in  as  safe  a  position  as  the  circumstances 
would  admit  of,  under  one  of  our  batteries  at  Black  Rock* 
I  now  brought  all  the  guns  of  the  Detroit  on  one  side,  next 
the  enemy,  stationed  the  men  at  them,  and  directed  a  fire 
which  was  continued  as  long  as  our  ammunitibn  lasted  and 
circumstances  permitted.  During  the  contest,  I  endeavour- 
ed to  get  the  Detroit  on  our  side,  by  sending  a  line,  there 
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bein^  no  wind,  on  shore,  with  all  the  line  I  could  muster ; 
but  the  current  being  so  strong  that  the  boat  could  not  reach 
the  shore.  I  then  hailed  our  shore,  and  requested  that  warps 
should  be  made  fast  on  land  and  sent  on  board  ;  the  attempt 
to  all  which  again  proved  useless.  As  the  fire  was  such  as 
would,  in  all  probability,  sink  the  vessel  in  a  short  time,  I 
determined  to  drift  down  the  river,  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
batteries,  and  make  a  stand  against  the  flying  artillery.  I 
accordingly  cut  the  cable,  made  sail  with  verv  li^ht  airs,  and 
at  that  instant  discovered  that  the  pilot  had  aoandoned  me.  I 
dropped  astern  for  about  10  minutes,  when  I  was  brought  up 
on  our  shore,  u]jon  Squaw  Island,  got  the  boarding  boat 
ready,  had  the  prisoners  put  in  and  sent  on  shore,  with  di- 
rections for  the  officer  to  return  for  me  and  what  property  we 
could  get  from  the  brig.  He  did  not  return,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  the  boat's  getting  on  shore.  Discovering  a  skiff 
under  the  counter,  I  went  on  shore  to  bring  the  boat  ofi*.  I 
asked  for  protection  to  the  brig,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott, 
who  readily  gave  it.  At  this  moment  I  discovered  a  boat 
with  about  40  soldiers  from  the  British  side,  making  for  the 
brig.  They  got  on  board,  but  were  soon  compelled  to  aban- 
don her,  with  the  loss  of  nearlv  all  their  crew.  During  the 
whole  of  this  morning,  both  siaes  of  the  river  kept  up  alter- 
nately a  continual  fire  on  the  brig,  and  so  much  mjured  her 
that  It  was  impossible  to  have  floated  her.  Before  I  left  her, 
she  had  seyeral  shot  of  large  size  in  her  bends,  her  sails  in 
ribbons,  and  rigging  all  cut  to  pieces. 

To  my  officers  and  men  I  feel  under  great  obligation  ;  to 
Captain  Towson,  and  Lieutenant  Roach  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  artillery,  Ensign  Pressman  of  the  infantry.  Captain  Cha- 
pin,  Mr.  John  M'Comb,  Messrs.  John  Town,  Thomas  Dain, 
Feter  Overstock,  and  James  Sloan^  resident  gentlemen  of 
Buffalo,  for  their  soldier  and  sailor  like  conduct.  In  a  word, 
sir,  every  man  fought  as  if  with  their  hearts  animated  only 
by  the  interest  and  honor  of  their  country. 

The  prisoners  I  have  turned  over  to  the  military.  The 
Detroit  mounted  6  six-pound  long  guns,  had  a  commanding 
lieutenant  of  marines,  a  boatswain  and  gunner,  and  56  men, 
about  30  American  prisoners  on  board,  muskets,  pistols,  cut- 
lasses, and  battle  axes.  In  boarding  her  I  lost  one  man, 
had  one  officei  wounded,  Mr.  John  C.  Cummings,  acting 
midshipman — a  bayonet  through  the  leg ;  his  conduct  was 
correct,  and  deserves  the  notice  of  the  department.  The 
Caledonia  mounted  two  small  guns,  blunderbusses,  pistols, 
muskets,  cutlasses,  and  boarding  pikes,  12  men  including 
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officers, — 10  prisoners  on  board.  The  boat  boarding  her  was 
commanded  by  sailing-master  George  Watts,  who  perform- 
ed his  duty  in  a  masterly  style.  But  one  man  killed,  and 
four  wounded  badly,  I  am  afraid  mortallv.  I  enclose  you 
a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  enterprise,  and 
also  a  view  of  the  lake  and  riyer  m  the  different  situations 
of  the  attack.  In  a  dav  or  two  I  shall  forward  the  names  of 
the  prisoners.  The  Caledonia  belongs  to  the  N.  W.  Com- 
pany, loaded  with  furs,  worth,  I  understand,  $200,000. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  dec. 

JESSE  D.  ELLIOTT. 
The  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 
Secretary  U.  S.  Navy." 

The  followinsf  is  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  this  report. 

"  Sir, — I  have  received  with  great  pleasure  your  letter  of 
the  9th  inst.  I  have  been  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  return  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  offi- 
cers under  y^our  command  on  the  expedition  of  Fort  Erie, 
which  terminated  to  the  glory  of  the  American  arms,  his 
particular  thanks.  P.  HAMILTON, 

Navy  Department,  2d  Nov.  1812. 

Lieut.  Jesse  D.  Eluott,  Black  Rock,  Lake  Erie. 

P.  S.  Your  having  refrained  from  putting  your  threat  into 
execution  is  highly  approved*  P.  H." 

The  following  from  one  of  the  Senators  in  Con- 

gess,  from  Pennsylvania,  of  which  State  Conmiodore 
Ulott  was  then  and  is  now  a  citizen,  shows  the 
opinion  entertained  by  Congress  of  this  exploit. 

«  City  Washington  2Qth  Jan.  1813. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  herein  enclose  a  copy  of  a  resolution  this 
moment  passed  by  the  Senate,  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
they  entertain  or  your  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
capture  of  the  Detroit  and  the  Caledonia,  and  I  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  add  that  it  passed  unanimously.  I  beg  you  to 
make  my  respects  to  your  mother,  and  to  consider  me  truly 
yours,  ANDREW  GREOO. 

Lieut.  Eluot. 
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As  soon  as  a  decision  b  had  in  the  othet  house,  I  shall 
communicate  the  result." 

The  resolution  mentioned  in  this  letter,  which  was 
adopted  by  both  Houses  of  Cor^ess,  was  that,  "  a 
8W(Mrd,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  be  pre- 
sented to  Lieutenant  Elliott,  in  testimony  of  the  just 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  his  gallantry  and 
good  conduct,  in  boarding  and  capturing  the  British 
brigs  Detroit  and  Caledonia,  while  anchored  under 
the  protection  of  Fort  Erie." 

Soon  after  this  brilliant  exploit,  Lieutenant  Elliott 
repaired  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  joined  the  squadron 
upon  Lake  Ontario,  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Chauncey.  In  July,  1813,  he  was  promoted 
over  thirty  Lieutenants,  to  the  rank  of  Master  Com- 
mandant, and  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Mad- 
ison, the  flag  ship  of  Commodore  Chauncey's  fleet 
His  promotion  over  so  many  officers  is  a  decisive 
proof  of  the  esteem  entertained  for  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  this  and  the  pro- 
motion of  Commodore  Morris  from  a  Ueutenancy  to 
the  rank  of  Master  Commandant,  are,  with  two  or 
three  exceptions,  the  only  instances  in  the  naval  an- 
nals of  the  United  States,  in  which  officers  have  been 
superseded.  The  promotion  of  Captain  Morris  out  of 
the  usual  course,  was  a  reward  of  his  gallantry  and 
skill  displayed  in  the  action  between  the  Constitution 
and  Guerriere.  In  the  attack  upon  York,  in  Upper 
Canada,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1813,  the  shallowness  of 
the  water  preventing  the  Madison  from  approaching 
sufficiently  near,  he  volunteered  to  take  command  of 
one  of  seven  schooners,  and  to  lead  them  into  action. 
Commodore  Chauncey,  in  his  official  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  April  28,  1813,  after 
menticmmg  the  debarkation  of  the  troops  under  the 
gallant  and  lamented  Pike,  thus  speaks  of  these 
schooners,  led  by  Captain  Elliott. 
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"As  soon  as  the  troops  were  landed,  I  directed  the 
schooners  to  take  a  position  near  the  forts,  in  order  that  the 
attack  on  them  by  the  army  and  navy  might  be  simulta- 
neous. The  schooners  were  obliged  to  beat  up  to  their  posi- 
tion, which  they  did  in  a  very  handsome  order,  under  a  very 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  took  a  position 
withm  about  six  hundred  yards  of  their  principal  fort,  and 
opened  a  heavy  cannonade  upon  the  enemy,  which  did  great 
execution,  and  very  much  contributed  to  their  final  destruc- 
tion." 

In  1818,  during  the  controversy  between  himself 
and  Commodore  Perry,  he  wrote  to  Lieutenant 
Chauncey  for  a  statement  of  this  afbii  at  York,  and 
received  the  following  reply. 

"  Washington,  10th  Dec.  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — In  replv  to  your  request  relative  to  the  attack 
and  taking  of  York,  (U.  Canada,)  it  ffives  me  pleasure  to 
state  that  I  consider  your  conduct  on  that  day  very  merito- 
rious. Your  volunteering  from  the  ship  Madison  to  the 
schooner  Conquest,  was  considered  as  deserving  more  no- 
tice than  was  taken  by  the  commodore  in  his  official  report. 
With  great  lespect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WOLCOtT  CHAUNCEY. 
Capt.  J.  D.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Immediately  after  the  publication  of  an  attack  upon 
his  fame  by  Lieutenant  Matthew  C.  Perry,  which  will 
be  noticed  in  the  following  pages,  he  wrote  to  Lieu- 
tenant M'Pherson,  and  received  in  reply  the  following 
letter. 

"  Gosport  Navy  Yard,  May  2ith,  1821. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  com- 
munication, and  feel  pleasure  in  stating,  that  you  were  flag 
captain  of  the  commodore's  ship,  when  the  attack  was  made 
on  York,  Upper  Canada.  Your  ship  drawing  too  much 
water,  could  not  get  into  action,  and  I  know  you  volun- 
teered to  take  command  of  a  schooner,  which  you  did,  and 

3 


to  th#  hei9t  of  my  faMinrledge,  yea^  w«re  one  of  ike  itst  in 


I  nxMy  8&r,  rospeeti\dDy, 
CSupt  J.  ]D.  B^uoTT,  U.  8v  Nary. 

Oa  the  3d  of  Angnst,  1813,  he  recefred  enters 
ficom  Conuoodore  Cliwacey  to  take  from  tbe  General 
Pike,  the  flag  ship  on  Lake  Ontario,  a  draft  of  100 
o£Scers  and  men,  and  proceed  to  Lake  Erie,  to  take 
command  of  the  Niagara,  under  the  ovdeis  of  Com- 
modore Perry,  Ccanmodore  Chauneey's  letter  eoa- 
taming  this,  order,  concludes  as  follows.  <^  I  wish 
you  health,  and  all  the  success  wkzck  your  zeal  and 
ability  so  eminently  entitle  you  ioJ^  On  the  10th  of 
S^ember  following,  was  fought  the  memorable 
balde  ol  Lake  Erie,  and  the  part  which  CaptaicnEl- 
Kott  bore  in  this  event,  will  be  one  of  the  subjects 
investigated  in  the  following  pages. 
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CHAPTER  IL 


Bittto  of  Ukt  Erie.    Court  of  Inqoirx.    TetOxnaaj  of  HeMn.  Tamdl  Mid 


The  first  attack  upon  the  &me  of  Commodore  El* 
liott  was  soon  after  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  Whispers 
were  then  cir^ilated,  reflecting  upon  his  courage  ot 
fidelity,  and  imputing  the  temporary  disast^  of  the 
capture  of  the  Lawrence  to  his  cowardice,  or  to  A 
treacherous  wish  to  sacrifice  Commodore  Perry,  and 
to  claim  the  victory  as  his  own.  His  friends  in  the 
squadron,  particularly  the  officers  of  his  own  ship^ 
die  Niagara,  pron^)dy  met  this  calumny  by  a  vindi- 
cation under  their  own  hands,  addressed  to  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  the  Navy.  The  next  attack  was  by  a  Bri« 
ti^  Court  of  Inquiry,  called  to  inquire  into  thA 
conduct  of  Commodore  Barclay,  in  surrendering  the 
British  fleet  on  Lake  Erie ;  which  court  charged  tl» 
Niagara  with  running  away  fix>m  the  Queen  Chcur- 
lotte.  A  Court  of  Inquiry  beinff  holden  at  New  York 
in  April,  1815,  to  inquire  into  the  capture  of  the  Pre- 
sident, the  Frolic,  and  the  Rattlesnake,  Captain  EUiotI 
appUed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  an  investiga* 
tkm  by  the  same  Court,  into  his  conduct  in  the  battle 
of  Lake  Erie.  The  next  was  by  Commodore  Perry, 
who,  in  August,  1818,  preferred  charges  to  the  Navy 
Department  against  Captain  Elliott,  of  misconduct  in 
the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  and  subsequently ;  of  which 
charges  the  Executive  would  take  no  cognisance. 
The  next  was  in  the  publication  of  an  anonymous 
pamphlet  at  Washington,  in  the  winter  of  1821,  con^ 
tainmg  the  charges  above  mentionedi  and  several 
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other  documents ;  to  which  Captain  Elliott  promptly 
replied  in  one  of  the  Washington  newspapers.  The 
next  was  a  republication  of  the  same  pamphlet,  with 
additional  documents,  in  the  spring  of  1821,  by  Lieu- 
tenant M.  C.  Perry,  brother  of  the  late  Commodore 
Perry  ;  to  which  Captain  Elliott  replied  by  the  publi- 
cation of  a  pamphlet  at  Norfolk,  Va.  in  the  spring  of 
1821,  containing  numerous  documents.  The  last 
was  a  republication  of  Lieutenant  Perry's  pamphlet 
at  Boston,  in  June  1834,  with  the  simultaneous  publi- 
cation of  scurrilous  articles  and  advertisements  in 
several  of  the  Boston  newspapers,  and  the  placarding 
upon  the  walls  of  public  building,  in  the  streets  of 
Boston,  of  defamatory  and  incendiary  handbills. 

The  object  of  these  pages  is  to  vindicate  Commo- 
dore Elliott  from  these  attacks  ;  to  show  that  they  have 
no  foundation  in  fact ;  that  they  originated  in  profes- 
sional jealousies  and  misunderstandings;  and  that 
they  have  lately  been  revived  by  a  political  party  in 
Massachusetts,  holding  its  head  quarters  at  Boston, 
whose  malignity  respects  no  ties,  whose  perseverance 
is  proof  against  defeat,  and  whose  rancorous  hatred 
of  the  political  school  in  which  Commodore  Elliott 
was  bred,  could  neither  be  cooled  by  time,  appeased 
by  submission,  nor  burnt  out  by  the  fires  of  civil  wAr. 

The  charges  against  Commodore  Elliott  in  all  these 
attacks,  are  those  of  cowardice  or  treachery,  or  both, 
in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  The  testimony  offered  in 
support  of  these  charges,  is  the  letter  of  Commodore 
Perry  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  certain 
charges  inclosed,  dated  August  8,  1818 ;  the  letters 
and  affidavits  of  certain  officers  of  the  squadron  on 
Lake  Erie,  which  affidavits  were  taken  by  a  commit* 
tee  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  June,  1818; 
and  extracts  from  the  official  account  of  Commodore 
Barclay,  commander  of  the  British  squadron  in  the 
battle.     To  these  may  be  added  the  testimony  of 
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Lieutftnants  Yarnali  and  Forrest,  officers  on  board  the 
Lawrence  in  the  battle,  given  before  the  Court  of  In-^ 
quiry  at  New  York  in  1815. 

Before  any  examination  of  this  testimon^r  is  offered, 
it  will  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  die 
reader  a  distinct  and  definite  view  of  we  subject,  to 
lay  before  him  a  brief  chronological  account  of  the 
battte,  and  of  the  various  events  resulting  from  it 
which  will  be  noticed  in  this  defense.  The  batde  of 
Lake  Erie  was  fought  on  the  10th  of  September, 
1813.  The  American  squadron,  commanded  by 
Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  consisted  of  the 
brig  Lawrence,  his  fag  ship,  the  brig  Niagara,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Elliott,  the  brig  Ualedonia.  Lieu- 
tenant Turner,  the  schooner  Ariel,  Lieutenant  Packet, 
the  schooner  Scorpion,  Sailing  Master  ChampliU)  the 
schooner  Somers,  Sailing  Master  Almey,  the  schooner 
Tigress,  Lieutenant  Conklin,  the  schooner  Porcu- 
pine, Lieutenant  Senatt,  and  the  sloop  Trippe,  Lieu- 
tenant Holdup.  The  force  of  this  squadron  was  as 
follows :  the  Lawrence  carried  20  guns,  being  2  long 
12's  and  18  321b.  carronades ;  the  Niagara  the  same ; 
the  Caledonia,  3  long  12's  or  IS's ;  the  Ariel,  4  guns, 
one  of  which  burst  early  in  the  action:  the  Somers, 
2;  the  Scorpion,  2;  the  Tigress,  Porcupine  and 
Trippe,  1  each,  long  32's.  The  ft-itish  squadron, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Barclay,  consisted  of  the 
ship  Detroit,  of  19  long  guns,  l2's,  l8's  and  24's  ; 
the  ship  dueen  Charlotte,  17  short  guns ;  the  schoon- 
er Lady  Prevost,  13  do }  the  brig  Hunter,  10  do  ;  the 
sloop  Little  Belt,  3  do ;  the  schooner  Chippewa,  1  do. 
aiMi  2  swivels.  On  the  13th  of  September,  Commo- 
dore Perry  wrote  his  official  account  of  the  battle  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  On  the  19th  of  the  same 
month,  the  officers  of  the  Niagara,  being  three  Lieu- 
tenants^ a  surgeon^  a  purser^  and  a  captain  of  the  ^ 
Bi^tm^it  of  XJ^  S.  Infantry,  acting  as  Captain  of  Ma- 
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lines,  addressed  a  most  respectful  and  affectionate 
letter  of  congratulation  to  Captain  Elliott.  On  the 
13th  of  October  following,  the  same  officers  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  complaining 
that  justice  had  not  been  done  to  Captain  Elliott  in 
what  they  denominate  "  condensed  and  partial  state- 
ments of  the  action."  On  the  26th  of  the  same  month, 
Commodore  Perry,  departing  for  Washington,  left  the 
command  of  the  fleet  to  Captain  Elliott.  On  the  27th 
of  December  following,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
a  report  to  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  which  committee  Mr.  Lowndes 
was  chairman,  paid  a  high  compliment  to  "  the  second 
in  command^^  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  Immedi- 
ately afterwards,  the  House  of  Representatives  res- 
ponded to  this  report  by  resolving  that,  "  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  gold 
medals  to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  the  action  be- 
tween the  two  squadrons,  and  present  them  to  Commo- 
dore Perry  and  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,"  &c.  On  the 
16th  of  April,  1815,  Captain  Elliott,  informed  that  in 
the  opinion  or  report  of  the  British  Court  of  Inquiry 
before  mentioned,  his  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Lake 
Erie  had  been  injuriously  reflected  upon,  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  an  in- 
vestigation, as  before  stated,  by  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
then  sitting  at  New  York.  This  Court,  consisting  of 
Commodore  Murray,  Captain  Evans  and  Lieutenant 
Rogers,  immediately  enterexl  upon  this  duty,  and  after 
examining  Mr.  Webster,  Sailing  Master,  Messrs. 
Mon^mery,  Cummings  and  Adams,  Midshipmen, 
Mr.  Tatem,  Master's  Mate,  all  of  the  Niagara,  and 
Lieutenants  Yamall  and  Forrest,  of  the  Lawrence, 
pronounced  an  opinion  highly  complimentary  to  Cap- 
tain Elliott.  In  June,  1818,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  General  Ajssembly  of  Rhode  Island,  to 
collect  and  deposit  among  the  records  of  the  State, 


LIFE  C^*  COtt.  ELLIOTT*  31 

documents  and  memorials  for  preserving  the  memo- 
ry of  the  victory  of  Lake  Erie.  Messrs.  Benjamin 
Hazard  and  William  O.  Gibbs  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  such  documents,  and  took  the 
affidavits  of  Dr.  Parsons,  Surgeon,  Mr.  Taylor,  Sail- 
ing Master,  Mr.  Breese,  Captain's  Clerk,  all  of  the 
Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Turner  of  the  Caledonia,  Lieu- 
tenant Holdup  Stevens  of  the  Trippe,  then  Lieuten- 
ant Holdup,  Sailing  Master  Champlin  of  the  Scorpion, 
and  Master's  Mate  Brownell  of  the  Ariel.  On  the 
10th  of  August,  1818,  Commodore  Perry  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inclosing  sundry 
charges  against  Captain  Elliott,  among  which  was 
that  of  keeping  his  ship  aloof  from  the  enemy  in  the 
battle  of  Lake  Erie. 

The  reader  having  now  before  him  a  chronologi- 
cal statement  of  events,  from  the  battle  in  September, 
1813,  to  the  filing  of  charges  against  Captain  Elliott 
in  August,  1818,  is  invited  to  a  particular  examinaticm 
of  all  the  testimony  offered  to  criminate  or  exculpate 
Captain  Elliott. 

As  was  before  said,  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  was 
fouffht  on  the  10th  of  September,  1813.  The  plan 
of  me  attack,  as  arranged  by  Com.  Perry,  was  for  the 
Lawrence  to  lead  the  van  and  engage  the  enemy's 
heaviest  ship,  the  Detroit;  for  the  Caledcmia  to  follow 
and  attack  the  Hunter ;  for  the  Niagara  to  engage  the 
Queen  Charlotte,  and  for  the  smaller  vessels  to  en- 
gage those  of  the  enemy.  According  to  Commodore 
Perry's  official  account,  the  British  began  to  fire  at  15 
minutes  before  12,  and  the  Americans  10  minutes 
afterwards.  The  distance  between  the  two  fleets 
when  the  firing  began,  was  about  one  mile  and  a  half, 
or  two  mUes.  The  American  Squadron  had  the 
weather  gage,  though  the  wind  was  light.  The 
jdan  of  Commodore  Beurclay  was  di^rent,  and 
evinced  his  skill.    It  was  to  disable  our  heavy  ships 
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in  detail,  aiid  thus  to  itisure  the  capture  of  the  whole; 
a  plan  ivhich  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
wdl  fitted  to  promote.  The  Detroit,  his  heayiest  diip, 
having  an  armament  of  long  12's,  18's,  and  24's, 
could  reach  the  Lawrence  long  before  the  carronades 
of  the  latter  could  reach  in  return ;  and  the  lightness 
of  the  wind,  by  preventing  our  squadrcm  from  ap- 
proaching rapidly,  tended  to  prolong  this  unequal 
contest  The  Lawrence  leading  the  van,  Commodore 
Barclay's  object  was  to  cripple  her  without  delay ;  at 
ttie  same  time  to  prevent  the  Nia^ra  from  coming 
to  her  assistance ;  afterwards  to  cnpple  the  Niagara^ 
and  then  to  make  an  easy  prey  of  the  rest  Accord- 
ingly, he  ordered  the  whole  fire  of  his  lon^  guns 
upon  the  hull  of  the  Lawrence,  and  that  of  me  car* 
ronades  upon  the  rigging  of  the  Lawr<mce  and  Ni- 
agara; for  the  shot  from  the  long  gims  could  pene- 
trate the  hull,  while  that  firom  the  carronades,  though 
powerless  against  the  hull,  unless  in  close  action^ 
could  nevertheless  cut  the  spars  and  ri^ng.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  plan,  he  opened  his  fire  so  soon  as  his 
long  ^uns  could  reach,  and  10  minutes  bef(»re  the 
American  fire  began.  The  wind  was  South  East, 
and  the  two  squadron's  sailing^  nearly  &n  a  windf 
heading  South  West  by  South,  in  nearly  parallel 
lines,  the  American  squadron  continually  getting  near- 
er. Captain  Elliott  ordered  Lieutenant  Webster  to 
commence  the  fire  of  the  Niagara  from  his  division, 
with  a  long  12,  and  soon  afterwards  ordered  one  or 
two  broadsides  from  the  carronades;  but  perceiving 
that  the  shot  fix>m  the  latter  fell  ^ort,  he  directed  the 
fire  from  them  to  cease,  and  that  from  the  long  guns  to 
be  continued.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fire  of  the  ^emy^ 
Itmg  guns  upon  the  Lawrence  was  very  destructive^ 
dismounting  her  guitt,  killing  and  wounding  her  men^ 
and  very  rapidly  disaMiiu^  her.  Ncnr  was  this  the 
only  fire  sustained  by  the  Lawrence ;  £»  so  soon  8» 
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the  squadrons,  continually  approaching,  were  suffi- 
ciently near  for  carronades  to  take  effect  on  the  hull, 
the  Queen  Charlotte  left  the  line,  bore  away  from  the 
fire  of  the  ^Niagara,  and  directed  her  whole  battery 
of  carronades  upon  the  Lawrence.  Captain  EUiott, 
perceiving  this  movement,  ordered  the  Caledonia, 
then  directly  ahead  of  the  Niagara,  out  of  the  line, 
to  enable  the  latter  to  pass  onward  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Lawrence.  The  bearing  away  of  the  Queen 
Charlotte  from  the  Niagara,  seems  to  have  been  a 
very  skilful  manoeuvre.  These  two  ships  had, 
till  then,  been  firing  upon  each  other,  though  most  of 
the  fire  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  was  upon  the  Law- 
rence ;  but  our  squadron  approaching  fast,  and  close 
action  being  soon  inevitable,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
success  of  his  plan,  for  Commodore  Barclay  to  disa- 
ble the  first  ship  without  farther  delay,  while  his  own 
ships  were  comi)aratively  fresh.  AccoMingly,  the 
Queen  Charlotte  ran  away  from  the  fire  of  the  Niag- 
ara, and  bore  down  with  the  whole  of  her  own  upon 
the  Lawrence.  This  plan  was  partially  successful, 
and  had  nearly  been  entirely  so ;  for  while  the  British 
ships  were  little  injured  by  our  short  guns,  the  Law- 
rence was  nearly  disabled  by  their  long  guns  at  long 
shot,  and  completely  so  by  the  carronades  of  the 
Queen  Charlotte  when  suflSciently  near. 

In  this  manner,  the  action  continued  till  about  half 
past  2 ;  the  Lawrence,  Niagara,  Caledonia,  Ariel  and 
Scorpion  being  actively  engaged,  and  the  other  ves- 
sels, being  the  Somers,  Porcupine,  Tigress  and  Trip- 
pe,  being  prevented  from  getting  near  by  the  light- 
ness of  the  wind.  At  about  half  past  2,  the  Law- 
rence was  disabled  and  dropped  out  of  the  line ;  and 
shortly  before,  the  Niagara,  having  already  passed 
ahead  of  the  Caledonia,  passed  to  windward  of  the 
Lawrence,  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  down  in  close 
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action  upon  the  headmost  ships  of  the  eaexaj.  At 
this  time,  Commodore  Perry  le^  the  Lawreaoe  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Yarnali,  and  wem  on  board  of 
the  Niagara;  and  soon  afierwards,  the  tiag  of  the 
Lavrrence  was  struck.  So  soon  as  he  boarded  the 
Niagara,  he  said  to  Captain  Elliott,  <<  I  believe  the 
damned  gun  boats  have  lost  me  the  day ;"  to  whidi 
the  latter  replied,  "I  hope  not  sir ;  my  ship  is  now  in 
a  judicious  position ;  take  charge  of  my  battery,  and 
I  will  brin^  up  the  small  vessels  and  save  the  day.'' 
Captain  Elliott  then  went  into  the  boat  in  which 
Commodore  Perry  had  left  the  Lawrence,  passed 
along  the  line  of  the  small  vessels,  hailed  each  as  he 
passed,  ordered  them  to  cease  firing,  to  get  out  all 
their  sweeps,  close  with  and  fire  upon  the  Targe  ships 
of  the  enemy,  without  noticing  the  small  ones ;  for 
the  former  being  captured,  the  latter  would  fall  of 
course.  He  then  returned  along  the  line  of  small 
vessels,  went  on  board  of  the  Somers,  and  bore  up 
with  all  possible  despatch.  Yery  fortunately,  the 
wind  freshened  at  this  time,  which  aided  the  small  ves- 
sds  in  approaching.  The  whole  force  of  our  squad- 
ron being  now  concentrated  upcm  the  four  large  ships 
of  the  enemy,  they  struck  soon  after,  or  about  30 
minutes  after  Captain  Elliott  left  the  Niagara.  Thus 
were  the  two  squadrons  engaged  for  nearly  three 
hours ;  our  own  beginning  to  fire  when  distant  about 
a  mile  and  a  half,  continually  approaching  nearer, 
ai^  being  in  close  action  about  30  minutes.  This  is 
a  true  statement  of  ihe  affair,  and  is  directly  or  sub- 
stantially confirmed  by  every  officer  whose  testimony 
has  been  publi^ed. 

According  to  this  account,  wherein  did  Captain 
Elliott  evince  any  want  of  courage,  skill  or  fidelity? 
In  nothing !  On  the  contrary,  he  displayed  the  ut- 
most eagerness  to  close,  the  most  seamanlike  skill  in 
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h»  aimngements ;  and  ft  is  not  datinmgfbr  him  toe 
mach  to  say-  that,  to  him  is  the  comrtry  principdtfy 
aidebted  for  the  honor  of  that  memorabte  rictofy: 
61  claimmg  for  him  this  honor^  no  wish  is  Mt  f(y  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  the  gallant  Perry;  for  the 
fetter  a(*nowle(fened  as  much  whtai  he  said  to  Captam 
Elliott,  on  his  return  to  the  J^fiagara,  "I  owe  this  t& 
joa]^  and  all  the  facts  m  tlie  case,  when  faithfully 
Collated  and  compared,  will  show  that  Commodore 
Perry  did  not  admit  too  much. 

The  accusatory  testimony  consists  of  the  state- 
ments of  Lieutenants  YamaH  and  Forrest  before  the 
Cottrt  of  Inquiry  in  1815,  the  letter  of  Commodore 
Perry  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  August,  1818^ 
with  the  charges  inclosed,  the  aflidavits  of  Messrs. 
Turner,  Parsons,  Holdup  Stevens,  Champlm,  Breese, 
Browndl  and  Taylor,  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Forrestto 
Lieutenant  Perry,  written  at  Washington  on  the  29th 
of  January,  i821,  and  extracts  from  the  official  report 
of  Cbmmodore  Barclay.  Each  of  these  witnesses, 
exceptmg^  Commodore  Bfeirclay,  rftoll  be  examncd 
separately,  fw  the  purpose  of  showmg;  IsC,  how  ffer 
he  agrees  with  Commodore  Perry ;'  2d,  how  fer  he 
agrees  wi^  himself;-  3d^  how  fkr  he  screes  witfc  A« 
oQlier  accusing  witnesses ;  and  4th,  how  &r  he  agreesr 
with  probabilities* 

The  first  accusatory  witness  is  Lieurtenant  TTar- 
nc^,'*  fe  his  official  report,  t  Cbmmodbre.  Perry 
says,  «  At  half  past  2^,  the  wind  springing  up,  Ckptaihr 
EHiott  was  enabled  to  bring  his"  vesiS*,  the  Niagara^ 
grflantJy  into  close  aetfon;  I  immediatefy  went  onr 
boani  of  her,  when  be  anticipated  my  wish  by  voftttJ' 
teeriBg^t^brin^  tfie  schooners,  which  had  heen  kept! 
astern  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  rnte  close  actionr. 
ft  was  with  Httspeakabte  pfain  ^raf  I  saw^  sooar  after*  1 
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got  on  board  the  Niagara,  the  fla^^  of  the  Lawrence 
come  down,  although  I  was  perfectly  sensible  that 
she  had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and  that  to  have 
continued  to  make  a  show  of  resistance  would,  have 
been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  the  remains  of  her  brave 
crew.  But  the  enemy  was  not  able  to  take  possession 
of  her,  and  circumstances  soon  permitted  her  fla^r 
again  to  be  hoisted.  At  45  minutes  past  2,  the  signsd 
was  made  for  close  action. "  This  language  shows 
that  Captain  Elliott  was  already  in  close  action  be- 
fore Commodore  Perry  left  the  Lawrence.  Lieuten- 
ant Yarnall  says  that  when  Commodore  Perry  board- 
ed the  Niagara,  she  was  half  of  a  mile  oflF  the  weath- 
er bow  of  me  Lawrence ;  that  while  the  latter  was  in 
close  action,  the  former  was  keeping  up  a  distant  fire, 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  off,  and  was  not  in  close  ac- 
tion till  brought  into  it  by  Commodore  Perry.  Here 
Commodore  Perry  and  Lieutenant  Yarnall  disagree 
with  each  other.  Commodore  Perry  says  that  at  naif 
past  2,  Captain  Elliott  brought  his  vessel  into  close 
action,  that  he  immediately  went  on  board  of  her, 
and  at  45  minutes  past  2,  ^ve  the  signal  for  close 
action.  Lieutenant  Yarnall  says  that  at  48  minutes 
past  2,  the  Niagara  was  three  quarters  of  a  mile  astern 
of  the  Lawrence,  and  that  he  then  expressed  to  Commo- 
dore Perry  his  surprise  at  observinff  her  in  that  situa- 
tion. Here  they  disagree  with  each  other  again;  for 
it  is  impossible  for  Commodore  Perry  to  Imve  been 
on  board  of  the  Niagara,  giving  signals,  at  45  min- 
utes past  2,  and  on  board  of  the  Ijawrence,  Ustening 
to  Lieutenant  Yarnall,  three  minutes  aifterwards. 
According  to  Commodore  Perry,  only  16  minutes  in- 
tervened between  his  deciding  to  leave  the  Lawrence, 
and  his  giving  the  signal  for  close  action  on  board  of 
the  Niagara;  and  according  to  Lieutenant  Yarnall, 
the  distance  of  the  Niagara  firom  the  Lawrence  when 
Commodore  Perry  left  ner,  was  three  quarters  of  a 
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mile.  Is  it  possible  for  Commodore  Perry  to  have 
departed  from  his  own  ship,  gone  in  a  boat  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  boarded  and  taken  command  of 
another  ship,  and  given  a  signal  to  the  squadron,  in 
the  compass  of  16  minutes?  It  is  believed  not ;  and 
if  not.  Lieutenant  Yarnall  disagrees  with  probabilities. 
He  says  that  the  Niagara  passed  him  one  half  of  a 
mile  oflf  his  weather  bow,  when  CommodoBe  Perry 
took  possession  of  her,  and  that  this  was  about  two 
hours  and  48  minutes  after  the  action  conmienced ; 
and  he  afterwards  says  that  at  two  hours  and  48  min- 
utes after  the  action  commenced,  Commodore  Perry, 
then  in  the  Lawrence^  said  to  him,  "  I  leave  you  to 
surrender  the  vessel  to  the  enemy. "  Here  Lieuten- 
ant Yarnall  disagrees  with  himself,  and  probabilities, 
and  even  possibiUties  also ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  Com- 
modore Perry  to  have  been  giving  orders  in  the  Law- 
rence, and  boarding  the  Niagara^one  half  of  a  mile 
off,  at  the  same  moment.  He  says  that  Commodore 
Perry  told  him,  on  leaving  the  Ijawrence,  "  I  leave 
you  to  surrender  the  vessel  to  the  enemy. "  Commo- 
dore Perry  says,  "  Finding  she  could  no  longer  an- 
noy the  enemy,  I  left  her  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Yarnall,  who,  I  was  convinced,  from  the  bravery  al- 
ready displayed  by  him,  would  do  what  would  com- 
port with  the  honor  of  the  flag. "  Here  they  disa- 
Eee  with  each  other ;  for  the  expression  quoted  by 
eutenant  Yarnall  indicates  that  Commodore  Perry 
had  already  determined  to  surrender  the  vessel,  while 
that  of  Commodore  Perry  implies  that  Lieutenant 
Yarnall  was  not  to  surrender  her  without  absolute 
necessity.  Commodore  Perry  adds,  "It  was  with  un- 
speakable pain  that  I  saw,  soon  after  I  got  on  board 
the  Niagara,  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  come  down, 
although  I  was  perfectly  sensible  that  she  had  been 
defended  to  the  last,  stnd  that  to  have  continued  to 
make  a  show  of  resistance  would  have  been  a  wan- 
.    4 
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ton  sacrifice  of  the  rewiaind  of  her  brave  crew.^ 
This  language  necessarily  cxcltrdes  the  belief  that  he 
had  determined  to  surrender  the  Lawrence  when  he 
left  her,  for  it  expresses  a  painftil  surprise  «,t  an  event 
ht  which,  indeed,  he  was  prepared,  but  which  he  did 
not  suppose  to  be  so  near. 

Lieutenant  Yamall  admits  that  the  sketch  of  rtie 
battle,  tSiid  before  the  court  by  Captain  Elliott,  was 
correct;  and  according  to  this  sketch,  the  Hunter  was 
the  fourth  ship  in  the  British  line.  All  the  witnesses 
before  the  court  concur  Avith  Mr.  Yamall  in  the  cor- 
Tectness  of  this  sketch.  Yet  he  says  that  the  Queen 
Charlotte  was  astern  of  the  Hunter,  and  consequently 
^e  fourth  in  the  line.  Here  he  contradicts  himself 
and  all  the  other  witnesses. 

The  next  witness  is  Lieutenant  Forrest.  *  Before 
the  court  of  inquiry  in  1815,  he  agrees  with  Lieuten- 
ant Yamall  in  saying  that  the  Niagara  was  one  half 
of  a  mile  oflf  when  Commodore  Perry  boarded  her, 
and  he  thus  confirms  that  part  of  Lieutenant  Yar- 
nall's  story  which  renders  another  part  of  it  improba- 
ble. But  he  disagrees  with  Commodore  Perry,  who 
says  that  before  he  boarded  her,  the  Niagara  was  in 
dose  action.  He  also  says  that  more  sail  might  have 
been  set  upon  the  Niagara,  and  that  during  the  ac- 
tion, he  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  Niagara  did 
not  close  with  the  enemy.  Yet  he  says  that  Captain 
Elliott  did  every  thing  becoming  a  brave  and  merito- 
tious  officer.  Here  he  disagrees  with  himself;  for 
his  surprise  at  the  distance  of  the  Niagara  shows  that 
he  thought  she  ou^t  to  have  been  in  close  adtion  ; 
and  if  Captain  Elliott  refrained  from  doing  what  he 
troght  to  have  done,  he  certainly  did  not  do  ev«ry 
ftiing  becoming  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer.  The 
same  Lieutenant  Forrest,  in  a  letter  written  i^k  years 
tdterwurds,  to  Lieatenant  Matthew  C.  P^Brrf,  t  says, 
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that  Captain  Elliott,  instead  of  merely  forbearing  to 
set  mor^  sail,  put  his  helm  down  and  sheered  to  wind- 
ward of  the  Lawrence.  By  this  he  implies  that  she 
sheered  of;  for  as  our  squadron  was  moving  in  line, 
parallel  with  and  to  vnndward  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
Niagara  astern  of  the  Lawrence,  the  sheering  of  the 
former  to  windward  of  the  latter  would  be  a  retro- 
grade movement  He  also  says  that  Captain  EUiott 
was  prevented  from  closing  with  the  enemy,  either  by 
cowardice,  or  a  treacherous  wish  to  sacrifice  ^  Law^ 
rence  and  to  claim  the  victory  for  himself.  Here  he 
a>ntradicts  his  former  statement.  He  also  says  that 
Commodore  Perry,  in  his  official  report,  was  actuiUed 
by  a  benevolent  wish  to  screen  Captain  Elliott.  Hei'Q 
he  not  only  disagrees  \<^ith  Commodore  Perry  about 
the  fects,  but  charges  him  with  deliberately  rendering 
a  false  account,  and  consequently  with  falsehood,  sjoSk 
with  treachery  to  his  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
screening  a  brother  officer  from  the  punishment  due 
to  his  misconduct.  Lieutenant  Forrest  says  that 
"  Commodore  Perry  hailed  Captain  Elliott,  told  him 
that  he  himself  intended  to  engage  the  Detroit,  and 
wished  the  Niagara  to  drop  just  astern  of  him, "  and. 
that  they  went  into  action  in  (hat  order.  "Just 
astern,"  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  terms, 
means  the  nest  behind ;  consequently,  according  to 
Lieutenant  Forrest,  the  Niagara  was  the  very  next 
ship  in  the  line  to  the  Lawrence.  Lieutenant  Yar- 
nail  says  that  Captain  Elliott  fell  into  line  next  to  thQ 
Caledonia;  meaning  that  the  Niagara  was  next 
in  succession  to,  or  in  the  rear  of  that  vessel,  and 
consequently  the  nest  but  one  to  the  Lawrence.  Her^ 
Lieutenant  Forrest  disagrees  with  Lieutenant  Yai- 
nail. 
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CHAPTER  in. 


BittlA  of  Ltke  Erie.    TesdnnniT  of  Heesn,  Tamer,  Vwnosu,  B^trtoM,  Vor- 
res^  Champlin,  Breese,  Brownell  and  Taylor. 

The  next  witnesses  are  the  officers  who  Aimished 
affidavits  to  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  first  in  order  of  these  is  the  affi- 
davit of  Lieutenant  Turner,*  who  commanded  the 
Caledonia,  a  ship,  be  it  alwa3rs  remembered,  for  which 
the  American  Navy  was  indebted  to  Captain  Elliott, 
who  gallantly  took  it  from  the  British  about  one  year 
previously.  In  this  affidavit,  he  says  that  the  signal 
made  by  Commodore  Perry  was  for  every  one  to  en- 
gage as  he  came  up,  each  against  the  enemy's  vessel, 
"which  made  the  Niagara  the  antagonist  of  the 
Queen  Charlotte,"  the  third  ship  in  the  enemy's  Hne. 
Here  he  disagrees  with  Lieutenant  Forrest,  who  says 
before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  that  the  Niagara  was 
just  astetm  of  the  Lawrence.  He  says  it  was  the 
general  opinion  of  the  American  officers,  that  Captain 
Elliott  did  not  do  his  duty  in  the  battle  as  a  gsdlant 
and  faithfiil  officer.  Here  he  disa^ees  with  Lieu- 
tenant Forrest,  who  says,  as  already  cited,  that  Captain 
Elliott  did  every  thing  becoming  a  brave  and  merito- 
rious officer  in  that  action.  Lieutenant  Turner  also 
says  that  "  the  Niagara  might  have  relieved  the  Law- 
rence from  the  Queen  Charlotte's  fire,  if  she  had  made 
proper  exertions  to  bring  her  to  close  action ;  but  by 
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keeping  "  ber  maintopsail  aback  and  her  jib  brailed 
up,  she  kept  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  enemy 
to  do  him  any  injury,  and  sustained  scarcely  any 
herself  until  the  Commodore  took  command  of  her, 
who  immediately  bore  up  and  passed  through  the 
enemy's  line,  firing  both  his  broadsides  with  such 
tremendous  effect,  as  caused  him  instantly  to  surren- 
der." By  this  he  means  that  the  maintop^il  was 
kept  aback  and  the  jib  brailed  up,  to  prevent  the  ship 
from  approaching  the  enemy's  line,  or  in  other  words, 
to  keep  out  of  the  action.  Here  he  disagrees  with 
Lieutenants  Yamall  and  Forrest,  who  both  say  before 
the  Court  of  Incjuiry,  that,  at  no  time  during  the  ac- 
tion, did  the  Niagara  attempt  to  make  off  from  the 
British  fleet.  To  explain  this  disagreement,  it  may 
be  said  that  in  maritime  language,  to  make  off^ 
means  to  retreat,  and  not  merely  to  refrain  from  ad- 
vancing. But  when  the  reader  considers  that  the 
American  squadron  had  the  weather  gage,  and  that 
both  squadrons  were  moving  onward  in  nearly  pa- 
rallel lines,  a  retrograde  movement  of  the  Niagara,  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  out  of  action,  was  not  only 
unnecessary,  but  next  to  impossible.  To  keep  out  of 
reach  of  the  enemy's  shot,  the  only  movement  neces- 
sary was  so  to  order  the  sails  of  the  Niagara  as  to  pre- 
vent her  from  advancing.  Lieutenant  Turner,  there- 
fore, in  saying  that  the  maintopsail  was  aback  and 
the  jib  brailed  up,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  at  a 
distance,  conveys  the  same  meaning  that  would  be 
expressed  by  the  terms  making  off.  To  make  off 
from  a  batfle  where  the  combatants  continue  on  the 
same  ground,  and  to  keep  off  where  they  are  contin* 
ually  advancing  in  parallel  lines,  practically  amount 
to  the  samie  thing.  He  also  says  that  the  Niagara 
was  kept  at  a  great  distance,  and  sustained  but  little 
injury  before  Commodore  Perry  boarded  her.  Here  he 
disagrees  with  Comnaodore  Perry,  who  ^ys  that  Cap- 
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tain  Elliott  brought  hisvessel  gallantly  into  close  actioHi 
before  he,  Commodore  Perry,  went  on  board  of  her. 
Long  before  Lieutenant  Turner  gave  this  affi- 
davit, and  indeed  only  46  dajrs  after  the  battle,  he 
addressed  to  Captain  EUiott  the  following  letter. 

Erie,  Oct  28,  1813. 
Sir, — In  answer  to  vour  note  of  yesterday,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  the  Niagara  was  in  the  station  assign- 
ed her  previous  to  the  engagement  of  the  10th ;  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  you,  sir,  and  every  officer  on  board  of  the  Nia- 
gara, made  use  of  every  exertion,  from  the  different  situations 
m  which  your  vessel  was. 

Respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  TURNER. 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Eluott* 

Here  he  disagrees  with  himself,  for  this  letter  and 
this  jiffidavit  are  utterly  inconsistent  with  each  other. 
But  he  says  in  the  affidavit,  that,  the  letter  was  given 
to  soothe  the  feelings  of  Captain  Elliott's  wife,  who 
had  heard  that  his  conduct  had  been  questioned.  Ad- 
mitting this  statement,  what  does  it  prove  ?  That  at 
the  earnest  request  of  Captain  Elliott,  he  gave  a 
statement  in  his  favor  which  was  not  correct!  How 
fer  does  this  fact  corroborate  a  counter-statement?  How 
far  does  this  support  his  testimony  when  he  tells  a 
diflferent  story?  To  show  that  he  testifies  correctly 
now,  he  confesses  that  he  testified  erroneously  then  ! 
Is  he  entitled  to  more  credence  when  testifying 
cigainstj  than  when  testifying  for  Captain  Elliott  ? 
And  should  not  his  acknowle(%ment  of  having  erro- 
neously told  one  story,  induce  the  reader  to  pause 
before  he  places  fiiU  reliance  upon  his  accuracy  of 
recollection  in  telling  another?  Here  it  is  well  to 
remark  that  when  this  letter  was  written,  the  wife  of 
Captain  Elliott  was  at  CarUsle,  in  Pennsylvania,  360 
miles  from  Lake  Erie,  and  then  dangerously  ill. 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOri*.  43 

Captain  Elliott^  could  have  been  informed  of  her  ill- 
ness only  by  a  messenger  or  letter  from  Carlisle,  tra* 
veiling  over  these  360  miles;  and  as  the  same 
distance  must  be  travelled  by  a  messenger  or  letter 
from  Lake  Erie  to  Carlisle,  Mrs.  Elliott  could  not  have 
despatched  tidings  to  her  husband,  and  received  any 
in  reply,  in  a  shorter  time  than  was  necessary  for 
travelling  720  miles,  and  in  that  season  of  the  year 
when  the  roads  in  the  middle  and  western  states  are 
in  the  worst  condition.  Could  this  certificate  have 
been  instrumental  in  calming  excited  feeling,  which, 
in  disease,  might  produce  injurious  or  fatal  conse- 
quences, the  distance  was  somewhat  too  great  to  ren- 
der the  remedy  of  much  use  ;  and  no  judicious  phy- 
sician, in  a  case  of  severe,  but  not  chronic  illness,  for 
the  illness  of  Mrs.  Elliott  was  not  chronic,  would 
r  prescribe  a  remedy  that  must  be  sought  through  720 
miles  of  miry  roads.  But  supposing  Mrs.  EUiott  to 
be  suffering  merely  under  a  sense  of  her  husband's 
imputed  dishonor  ;  which,  to  a  female  of  a  delicate 
mind,  would  indeed  be  suffering  enough,  could  Cap- 
tain Elliott  suppose  that  those  suffermgs  would  be 
alleviated  by  the  single  certificate  of  Lieutenant  Tur- 
ner ?  This  witness  sdcjs  that  "  Captain  Elliott's  con- 
duct was  spoken  of,  as  well  in  General  Harrison's 
army  as  in  the  fleet,  with  great  disapprobation  and 
censure."  At  this  time,  when  the  whole  country  was 
alive  to  every  military  movement,  when  all  eyes  were 
upon  those  officers  of  the  army  or  navy  who  were 
leaders  or  active  participators  in  any  warlike  enter- 
prise. Captain  Elliott  must  have  received  his  share  of 
the  public  scrutiny.  Let  it  be  remembered  also,  that 
he  had  greatly  distinguished  himself  about  twelve 
months  previously,  by  capturing  two  ships  from  the 
enemy,  one  of  which  this  same  lieutenant  Turner 
commanded  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  If  then,  any 
doubts  had  been  cast  upon  his  coura^,  skill  or  fide- 
lity in  this  battle,  he  would  be  the  olqcct  of  more  ge- 
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nei'al  remark,  of  closer  examination,  ia  consequence 
of  having  previou^y  so  distinguished  himself.  How 
then  is  it  possible  for  rumor,  with  her  thousand 
tongues,  circulating  among  the  oflScers  of  the  fleet  and 
of  General  Harrison's  army,  and  thence  over  the 
whole  land,  to  avoid  the  ear  of  Captain  Elliott's  lady  ? 
Had  such  rumors  been  rife,  they  must  have  reached 
her,  and  from  a  thousand  sources.  In  such  state  of 
things,  could  the  single  certificate  of  Lieutenant 
Turner  be  a  sufficient  "  Balm  to  a  wounded  spirit?" 
The  panacea  to  "  minister  to  a  mind  diseased  ?"  to 
"  rase  out  the  written  trc»ublea  of  the  brain,"  thus  nu- 
merously, thus  multitudinously  inscribed  ?  Small  in- 
deed must  have  been  Captain  Elliott's  opinion  of  his 
lady's  intelligence,  if  he  thought  that  this  single  little 
certificate  could  outweigh  the  evidence  of  the  whole 
fleet  apd  General  Harrison's  army ! !  Here  then, 
Lieutenant  Turner  disagrees  with  probabilities.  This 
certificate  or  letter  could  not  then  have  been  written 
for  such  purpose,  and  Mr.  Turner's  memory  must 
have  e^egiously  failed  him  when  he  so  stated  in  his 
affidavit.  It  was  written  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
the  calumny  against  Captain  Elliott,  which  was  put 
in  circulation  immediatelv  after  the  battle.  Mr.  Tur- 
ner commanded  one  of  the  vessels ;  his  station  was 
immediately  astern  of  the  Lawrence, and  ahead  of  the 
Niagara.  Had  the  Niagara,  therefore,  been  out  of  the 
station  assigned  to  her,  the  position  of  Mr.  Turner 
gave  him  the  opportunity  of  knowing  it  with  certain- 
ty, and  he  was  therefore  better  qualified  than  the 
commander  of  any  other  ship  excepting  the  Lawrence, 
to  testify  upon  the  subject.  Captain  Elliott  therefore 
applied  to  him,  and  promptly  received  a  reply,  which, 
from  his  means  of  knowing,  is  to  be  deemed  correct. 
The  next  witness  is  Dr.  Parsons.*  He  says,  '*  I 
well  recollect  that  the  wounded,  from  the  first  of  their 
coming  down,  complained  that  the  Niagara  did  not 
*  Appeadix  £.  2. 
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come  up  to  her  station,  and  close  with  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  although  he  had  been  ordered  by  signal." 
Commodore  Perry  says,  "  at  16  minutes  before  12, 
the  enemy  commenced  firing;  at  6  minutes  before 
12,  the  action  commenced  on  our  part.  Finding  their 
fire  very  destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns,  and 
it  being  mostly  directed  to  the  Lawrence,  I  made  sail, 
and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  with  the  enemy."  Lieutenant  Yar- 
nall,  as  already  stated,  says  that  the  distance  of  the 
Niagara  from  the  enemy  at  the  commencement  of  fir- 
ins:,  was  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles,  and  that  she  was 
in  line  next  to  the  "Caledonia  ;  which  would  make  the 
distance  of  the  liawrence  about  one  eighth  of  a  mile 
less.  The  fire  from  the  enemy's  long  guns  being 
very  destructive,  and  mostly  upon  the  Lawrence, 
some  of  her  men  must  have  been  wouoded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  action.  It  is  singular  that  they 
should  complain  at  this  time  that  the  Niagara  did  not 
come  up  to  her  station  and  close  with  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  when  not  a  single  ship  of  the  squadron 
was  nearer  to  the  enemy  than  one  mile  and  a.  half! 
It  is  also  singular  that  they  should  make  this  com- 
plaint before  Commodore  Perry  attempted  to  close ; 
for  it  was  this  destructive  fire  from  the  long  guns 
which  caused  him  to  bear  down  for  the  purpose  of 
closing,  and  to  direct  the  other  ships  to  follow  him. 
Captain  Elliott  could  not  be  expected  to  bear  down 
without  orders;  and  therefore,  complaints  of  the 
sailors  against  him  for  not  bearing  down  at  this  period 
of  the  action,  were  somewhat  premature.  Here  Dr. 
Parsons  disagrees  with  Commodore  Perry,  and  with 
probabilities  also.  He  also  says  that  this  complaint 
was  frequently  repeated  till  the  Lawrence  struck ; 
and  fiirther,  "  It  was  at  the  same  time  observed  that 
the  Caledonia  was  in  close  action,  while  the  Niagara, 
a  faster  sailer,  was  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ene- 
my." What  does  he  mean  by  the  same  time  7  When 
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the  wounded  first  went  dowu,  which,  acco^rding  to 
CkwaoBoodcMre  Perry,  mast  have  been  at  or  near  the 
commeneement  (k  the  action  ?  It  could  not  have 
been  then^  as  no  ship,  was  thefi  in  close  action,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  Niagara  should  be  near^ 
er  to  the  enemy  than  any  other  ship  of  the  squadron. 
Was  it  when  the  Lawrence  struck?  Let  it  be  xes- 
membered  that  according  to  Ck>mmodore  Perry,  Cap- 
tain Elliott  went  into  close  action  before  he,  Commo^ 
dore  Perry,  went  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  and  that  the 
Lawrence  did  not  strike  till  after  he  left  her  1  Here 
then,  Dr.  Parsons  disagrees  with  Commodore  Perry. 
Does  he  refer  to  the  time  intervening  between  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  and  the  striking  of  the  Law- 
rence? Here  again  he  disagrees  with  Commodore 
Perry,  for  he  says  that  such  complaints  were  repeated 
till  the  Lawjence  struck,  and  Commodore  Perry  says 
that  Captain  Elliott  was  in  close  action  before  she 
struck. 

Dr.  Parsons  says  that  of  twenty  cases  of  the  wound- 
ed on  board  of  the  Niagara,  "  not  more  tiian  one  or 
two  said  they  were  wolmded  while  Captain  Elliott 
was  on  board  the  ship ;"  and  further,  "  on  board  all 
the  small  vessels  which  Captain  Elliott  brought  up^ 
towards  the  close  of  the  action,  the  number  of  killed 
and  wounded  did  not  exceed  two  or  three."  The  ap- 
parent object  of  these  statements  is  to  prove  that  Cap- 
tain Elliott,  whether  on  board  of  the  Niagara  or 
among  the  small  vessels,  kept  out  of  the  enemy's  fire ; 
and  thus  they  rather  indicate  a  prejudice  against  him, 
than  a  disposition  to  give  a  charitable  construction  to 
his  conduct  Let  it  be  admitted  for  a  moment,  and 
for  a  moment  only  is  it  adnaitted,  that  not  more  than 
one  or  two  of  the  Niagara's  crew  were  wounded  be- 
{(xce  Commodore  Perry  boarded  her.  Would  this 
prove  that  Captain  Elliott  kept  aloof?  The  Detroit 
had  an  armament  of  long  12,  18  and  24  pounders ; 
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Hnd  though  the  armaments  of  the  Queen  Charlotte 
and  Lady  Prevost  were  carronades,  they  stili  had 
some  long  ^ns,  as  had  most  or  all  of  the  British  ships. 
The  Detroit  was  directly  opposed  »o  the  Lawrence, 
and  Commodore  Perry  says  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  mostly  directed  to  that  ship,  and  very  destructive. 
Is  it  extraordinary  then,  that  before  the  Nia^ra  was 
in  close  action,  or  in  other  worcb,  while  beyond  the 
reach  of  «hort  guns,  and  while  the  long  guns  were 
playing  upon  the  Lawrence,  but  few  men  should  be 
injured  in  the  former,  while  many  in  the  latter  were 
killed  or  wounded  ?  The  same  explanation  applies 
to  the  small  vessels.  Besides  being  disregarded  by 
the  enemy,  who  turned  all  his  long  gims  upon  our 
large  ships,  the  small  vessels,  untu  brought  up  by 
Captain  Elliott,  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the  carro- 
nades.  When  brought  into  close  action  by  him,  they 
were  still  little  noticed  by  the  enemy,  whose  whole 
fire  was  directed  against  the  Niagara  and  Caledonia. 
For  these  causes  they  were  but  little  injured,  though 
pouring  upon  the  enemy  a  destructive  fire,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Elliott. 

After  mentioning  the  small  nutiAer  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  of  the  small  vessels.  Dr.  Parsons 
adds  that  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
of  the  Lawrence,  before  she  struck,  was  eighty-three. 
The  order  and  juxtaposition  of  these  statements  are 
worthy  of  notice.  The  apparent  object  is  to  place 
Captain  Elliott  in  strong  and  injurious  contrast  with 
Commodore  Perry,  by  leading  the  reader  to  infer  that 
the  Lawrence  fought  the  whole  fleet  o{  the  enemy 
sing'le  handed,  before  Captain  Elliott  came  up,  and 
that  when  he  did  come  up,  so  little  ipemained  to  be 
done,  ihat  his  own  share  of  it  was  almost  bloocBess. 
He  ftiither  says,  "  in  conversation  mith  two  odicevs 
of  the  dueen  Charlotte,  I  a^ced  them  why  the 
Queen  Charlotte  directed  her  fire  wholly  upon  tiie 
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Lawrence  instead  of  the  Niagara?  He  replied,  be- 
cause the  Niagara  was  so  far  oflf  we  could  not  injure 
her."  Who  these  officers  were,  what  was  their  rank 
on  board,  and  consequently,  what  were  their  means 
of  knowing  the  reasons  of  the  orders  given  by  their 
commander,  the  witness  leaves  entirely  to  conjecture ; 
and  therefore  the  reader  has  a  right  to  explain  for 
himself  Had  Dr.  Parsons  inquired  of  them  when 
the  Niagara  was  so  far  oflf  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  their  fire,  they  would  probably  have  lold  him,  ev- 
ther  that  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
when  Captain  Elliott  found  that  his  own  carronades 
would  not  reach  the  Clueen  Charlotte,  or  that  it  was 
after  the  dueen  Charlotte  bore  away  from  the  Nia- 

gira,  and  turned  all  her  guns  upon  the  Lawrence, 
ut  who  were  these  *'  officers  7"  A  boatswain,  or  a 
gunner,  or  a  quarter  gunner,  is  called  an  "officer," 
and  for  ought  appearing  to  the  contrary,  Dr.  Par- 
sons might  have  picked  up  this  statement  from  some 
such  source.  Nor  is  the  verlml  inaccuracy  of  the 
witness  unworthy  of  notice.  He  sa3rs,  "in  conversa- 
tion with  two  officers  of  the  Clueen  Charlotte,  <fcc. 
I  asked  them  why,  &c.  He  replied,  <fcc."  /  asked 
them,  and  he  replied  I  Does  he  mean  both  of  the 
two?  And  if  not,  which  of  the  two  does  it  mean? 
He  says,  "  the  officers  of  the  Lawrence  and  some  of 
the  other  vessels,  felt  exceedingly  disappointed  and 
displeased  with  the  official  report  of  Commodore  Per- 
ry, on  account  of  the  honorable  mention  there  made 
of  Captain  EUiott."  This  is  admitted,  and  reasons 
for  it  will  be  shown  hereafter.  He  introduces  mid- 
shipman Lenox  as  repeatedly  telling  him  that  Captain 
Elliott  had  said,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Lenox,  at  Buflfa- 
lo,  "that  he  regretted  he  did  not  sacrifice  the  fleet, 
when  it  was  in  his  power,  and  Captain  Perry  with  it." 
Why  was  not  Mr.  Lenox  introduced  to  speak  for  him- 
self?   Why  did  not  the  committee  of  the  Legislature 
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of  Rhode  Island,  to  whom  Dr.  Parsons  furnished  his 
aflidavit,  also  procure  that  of  Mr.  Lenox?  Was  he 
not  then  hving,  or  not  within  reach  ?  If  the  latter, 
the  omission  could  have  been  supplied  by  a  letter 
from  him  to  Commodore  Perry,  or,  as  was  the  case 
with  Lieutenant  Forrest,  by  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  M. 
C.  Perry.  A  declaration  so  remarkable,  so  replete 
with  wickedness,  with  treason,  so  fully  confirmatory 
of  all  the  charges  preferred  by  Commodore  Perry,  so 
fitted  to  stamp  forever  the  reputation  of  Captain  El- 
liott, so  fitted  to  settle  the  public  mind  concerning  the 
disputes  between  them,  should  not  have  been  allowed 
to  rest  upon  hearsay.  Commodore  Perry  must  have 
perceived  the  importance  of  this  testimony,  and  would 
not,  therefore,  have  overlooked  the  obvious  necessity 
of  producing  Mr.  Lenox,  or  of  giving  a  satisfactory 
reason  for  the  omission.  But  Mr.  Lenox  has  not  ap- 
peared; the  testimony  is  merely  hearsay,  and  is  liable 
to  all  the  objections  that  may  generally  be  urged 
against  this  species  of  testimony ;  among  which  ob- 
jections may  be  mentioned  an  imperfect  hearing  of 
the  narrator's  statements,  and  a  misunderstanding  of 
them.  Which  then  is  most  probable ;  that  Captain 
Elliott  should  have  made  such  a  declaration,  or  that 
Dr.  Parsons  should  have  heard  indistinctly,  under- 
stood erroneously,  and  after  the  lapse  of  five  years, 
recollected  imperfectly?  Against  the  first  branch  of 
the  alternative  may  be  opposed  the  whole  previous 
conduct  of  Captain  Elliott,  who  never  before  was 
known  to  fail  in  duty,  and  once  at  least  before,  as 
every  officer  of  the  fleet  could  testify  whenever  he 
looked  at  the  Caledonia,  had  behavea  most  energeti- 
cally and  most  gallantly.  To  support  the  second 
branch  of  the  alternative,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
contradictions  already  mentioned  between  Dr-  Par- 
sons on  the  one  part,  and  Commodore  Perry  and 
probabilities  on  the  other. 
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Dr.  Parsons  says  that  Mr.  Lenox  "  commanded  one 
of  the  small  vessels."  This  is  a  mistake.  The  small 
vessels  were  the  Ariel,  Scorpion,  Caledonia,  Porcu- 
pine, Somers,  Tigress  and  Trippe,  and  their  command- 
ers were  Messrs.  Packett,  Champlin,  Turner,  Senatt, 
Almey,  ConkUn,  and  Holdup. 

TThe  next  witness  is  Lieutenant  Thomas  Holdup 
Stevens,*  who  commanded  the  Trippe,  and  was  then 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Holdup.  He  says  that  while  the 
Lawrence  and  Caledonia  went  gallantly  into  close 
action,  the  Niagara  continued  to  nug  the  wind,  and 
lemained  in  the  same  position  which  she  had  taken  at 
the  commencement  of  the  action,  till  a  few  moments 
before  Commtniore  Perry  boarded  her.  Here  he  dis- 
agrees with  Commodore  Perry,  who  says  that  before 
he  boarded  her,  the  Niagara  was  carried  into  close 
action  by  Captain  Elliott.  Lieutenant  Yarnall  says 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  distance 
of  the  Niagara  from  the  enemy  was  one  and  a  half 
or  two  miles ;  and  Commodore  Perry  says  that  he 
went  on  board  of  her  in  less  than  15  minutes  after 
Captain  Elliott  brought  her  into  close  action.  If  then 
she  was  in  the  same  position  as  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  until  just  before  Commodore  Perry 
went  on  board  of  her,  either  Lieutenant  Yamalt  is 
mistaken  about  this  distance,  or  Commodore  Perry 
went  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles  in  an  open 
boat,  went  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  and  brought  her 
from  that  distance  into  close  action,  in  less  than  16 
minutes  ;  or  Commodore  Perry^s  account  of  boarding 
the  Niagara  is  utterly  erroneous.  Lieutenant  Holdup 
Stevens  therefore  disagrees  with  either  Commodore 
Perry,  Lieutenant  Yarnalt,  probabilities,  or  all  three. 
He  further  saj^  that  "from  the  number  of  Hght  sails 
the  Nia^ra  had,  and  there  being  a  leading  wind,  Cap- 
tain EUiptt  might  at  any  period  ofthe  action  have  closed 

^Appendix,  K  3. 
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with  the  enemy,  and  relieved  the  Lawrence  firom  the 
dreadful  and  destructive  fire  Isept  up  upon  her  from 
the  united  forces  of  the  Detroit  and  Queen  Char- 
lotte." A  leading  wind,  in  nautical  language,  means 
a  wind  blowing  fair,  and  driving  a  vessel  onward. 
Lieutenant  Yamall  says  that  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  action,  tne  wind  was  sufficient  to  drive 
a  vessel  about  two  knots,  which  means  two  miles. 
The  language  of  Lieutenant  Holdup  Stevens  would 
imply  that  Captain  Elliott  was  at  no  time  impeded  by 
the  want  of  wind.  A  leading  wind,  or  a  wind  from 
the  direction  fitted  to  propel  a  ship  forward,  and  at 
the  rate  of  only  two  knots,  is  certainly  a  very  light 
wind.  Conmiodore  Perry  says,  "  at  half  past  2,  the 
wind  springinff  up.  Captain  Elliott  was  enabled  to 
bring  his  vessel,  the  Ni^:ara,  gallantly  into  close  ac- 
tion ;"  and  Lieutenant  Yarnall  says  that  when  Com- 
modore Perry  left  the  Lawrence,  the  wind  freshened 
and  there  was  more  then  than  there  had  been.  Here 
Commodore  Perry  and  Lieutenant  Yamall  support 
each  other  ;  the  language  of  Commodore  Perry  neces- 
sarily implies  that  Captain  Elliott  had  been  impeded 
by  the  wind,  and  consequently  both  disagree  with 
Lieutenant  Holdup  Stevens. 

Mr.  Holdup  Stevens  says,  "it  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron,  that 
Captain  Elliott  did  not  do  his  duty  in  the  action,^'  <fec. 
Commodore  Perry  says,  "  of  Captain  Elliott,  already 
so  well  known  to  the  Government,  it  would  be  almost 
superfluous  to  speak.  In  this  action  he  eviticed  his 
characteristic  bravery  and  judgment,"  <fec.  Here  Mr. 
Stevens  disagrees  with  Commodore  Perry.  He  says 
that  while  Commodore  Perry  made  every  exertion  to 
screen  Captain  Elliott,  the  volunteers  paid  little  re^rd 
to  his  wishes,  but  expressed  their  opinions  openly.  Who 
were  the^e  volunteers?  Why  did  they  not  appear? 
Why  were  not  their  affidavits  taken?  .Only  one 
volunteer,  Captain   Brevoort,  has  appeared  in  the 
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case,  and  his  testimony,  highly  apprdbatory  of  Caf- 
tain  Elliott,  will  be  introduced  hereafter.  He  says, 
"  it  was  a  received  opinion  in  the  fleet,  that  previous 
to  Commodore  Perry's  going  on  board  the  Niagara, 
she  had  but  one  man  wounded,  and  that  her  opponent 
the  dueen  Charlotte,  from  the  account  ol  the  British 
officers,  had  suflered  but  very  slightly  previous  to 
being  engaged  in  close  action  with  Commodore  Per- 
ry."   Here  he  disagrees  with  Dr.  Parsons,  who  re- 

.  luotantly  admits  iwo.  Who  were  these  British  offi- 
cers, and  to  whom  they  gave  such  accounts,  is  not 
stated ;  but  whoever  they  were,  if  they  gave  such 
accoimt,  they  contradicted  the  official  account  of  their 
x^mmander,  as  will  be  shown  hereafter.   He  concludes 

'  widi  saying  it  was  reported  from  the  Somers,  that  Cap- 
tain Elliott  behaved  with  great  cowardice  on  board  of 
that  vessel,  and  very  cruelly  beat  a  gunner  with  a 
speaking  trumpet,  for  having  ridicul^  his  dod^ng 
a  shot.  The  apparent  intention  of  this  remark  is  to 
^howxthat  Captain  Elliott  was  stultified  by  fear. 
It  proves  too  much,  and  cannot  therefore  be  true. 
If  it  were  true,  it  would  be  a  conclusive  arffiiment 
Against  the  intrepidity  of  Captain  Elliott  in  this  ac- 
tion, and  the  best  witness  for  proving  a  fact  so  remark- 
able, would  be  Mr.  Nichols,  the  commander  of  the 
Somers  after  Captain  Elliott  boarded  her  and  sent 
Mr.  Almey  below.  He  would  certainly  know  what 
transpired  in  his  own  vessel;  and  seeing  one  of  his  own 
men  beaten  by  a  superior  officer  of  the  fleet,  coming 
on  board  from  one  of  the  heaviest  ships,  sending  his 
own  commander  below,  and  giving  the  charge  of  the 
deck  to  hinaself,  he  would  probably  know  the  cause 
ol  the  beating.  Why  was  not  his  affidavit  taken  1 
Jlis  testimony  doe^  appear  in  the  case,  but  unfortu- 
,naiely  for  Commodore  Perry,  decidedly  in  favor  of  Cap- 
ttain  Elliott,  as  will  appear  hereafter.  But  this  state- 
ment, for  which  no  authority  is  given,  proves  too 
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fliuch ;  for  it  proves  that  an  officer  who  never  before 
fevinc^  a  want  of  courage,  and  who  shortly  before,  in 
the  capture  of  the  Detroit  and  Caledonia,  had  dis- 
tinguished Himself  for  the  most  daring  intrepidity,  be- 
haved like  a  coward  in  an  action  that  had  been  anti- 
cipated for  weeks,  in  presence  of  all  the  officers,  and 
even  of  a  whole  fleet  and  a  whole  army,  and  with 
every  motive  of  honor  and  interest  to  behave  well. 
With  military  men,  the  highest  point  of  honor  is 
courage,  Lilce  chastity  in  a  woman,  or  truth  in  a 
clergyman,  military  courage  is  a  quality,  the  posses- 
sion of  which  is  not  so  meritorious  as  the  want  of  it 
is  disgraceful.  To  say  that  a  soldier  is  hrave^  is  to 
say  what  every  soldier  is  presumed  to  be,  and  that 
for  which  no  particular  praise  is  due.  But  to  say  that 
he  is  a  coward,  is  to  impute  to  him  the  deepest  dis- 
grace ;  to  say  that  he  is  not  merely  undeserving  of 
praise,  but  an  object  of  contempt  and  scorn.  Can  it 
be  supposed  then  that  a  captain  of  the  American 
navy,  already  distinguished  in  the  naval  history  of 
his  country,  the  second  in  command  in  the  first  Ame- 
rican fleet  that  ever  fought  a  battle  with  a  British 
fleet,  and  with  a  chance  of  gaining  imperishable  re- 
nown, of  gathering  laurels  that  would  never  fede, 
would  ignominiously  forfeit  a  well  earned  reputation, 
throw  away  a  glorious  opportunity,  and  render  him- 
self the  scorn  of  officers  and  the  butt  of  sailors,  by  an 
exhibition  of  stupid,  senseless  cowardice?  Had  he 
been  a  raw  recruit,  the  story  were  hardly  credible. 
But  for  a  captain  of  a  ship,  who  had  seen  service, 
who  had  fought  battles,  who  had  before  engaged  the 
enemy,  aye !  and  beaten  him  too,  the  story  can  excite 
no  other  emotions  than  ridicule  of  its  absurdity  and 
contempt  of  its  malignity.  To  dodge  a  shot !  to  take 
his  head  out  of  the  way  of  one,  to  put  it,  perhaps,  in 
the  way  of  another !  It  is  making  Captain  Ellidtt 
exceed  the  imputed  folly  of  the  ostrich,  that  thinks 
5* 
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its  whole  body  safe  when  it  hides  its  head  in  a  cor- 
jierl  It  is  well  for  the  honor  of  tlie  American  navy 
that  this  story  is  anonymous!  That  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Holdup  Stevens  does  not  tell  it  upon  his  own 
authority !  Sorrowful  indeed  would  it  be  for  a  gentle- 
onan  who  wears  an  American  epaulette,  to  own  the 
j)aternity  of  such  a  tale. 

But  before  Lieutenant  Thomas  Holdup  Stevens 
gave  this  affidavit,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Colonel  Da- 
niel Stevens,  of  Charleston^  S.  C,  dated  four  days 
lifter  the  battle,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract, 

U.  8,  Sloop  TVippCj  Put-in-Bay^  on 
Lake  Erie,  Uth  Sept.  1813. 
At  5  minutes  before  one,  by  my  watch,  the  British  Com- 
modore fired  the  first  gun.  At  10  minutes  after  one  the 
action  became  warm,  the  British  vessels  firing  directly  on 
Ihe  Lawrence.  The  lightness  of  the  wind  prevented  Capt, 
.Elliott,  in  the  Ni^ara,  from  coming  up  to  her  assistance. 
The  Lawrence  stood  the  unequal  contet>t  for  two  hours  and 
twenty  minutes,  when,  all  her  crew  being  killed  or  wounded 
excepting  18,  she  hauled  o£f.  The  gallant,  the  intrepid 
Perry,  t^en  left  her,  and  with  gallant  Lawrence's  motto  of 
^'  Don't  give  up  the  ship,"  under  his  arm,  rejpaired  on  board 
fiS  the  Niagara  ]  he  then  hove  out  the  signal  for  close  action } 
the  smaller  vessels  got  all  sweeps,  and  made  sail ;  fortu- 
nately a  light  wind  sprung  up,  and  the  Caledonia  and  this 
'vessel  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  near  the  enemy.  Thi9 
Action  speaks  ibr  itself.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  descnbe  the 
^tions  of  any  officer ;  the  oommodose,  no  4oubt,  will  give 
.Uiem  all  the  justice  in  his  power. 

The  letter  and  the  affidavit  are  utterly  inconsistent^ 
.and  upon  the  very  point  which  the  affidavit  was 
^ven  to  sunport.  His  object  in  the  affidavit  is  to 
jprove  that  <Japtain  Elliott  was  not  prevented  from 
closing  with  the  enemy  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind; 
Jfor  h(3  says  that  with  her  number  of  light  sails,  and 
jthew  being  a  leading  wind,  the  Niagara  jp[iight  have 
closed  M  Any  ;mo.meut.     But  in  tlws  letter  be  says 
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iimX  the  lightoess  of  the  wind  did  prevwt  C^tam 
JUJiott  from  como^  up  to  the  .assistanee  (OjT  thp  Li^i^r- 
jjence ,!  Nor  19  this  toe  Quiy  contradiction.  In  Jthe 
;affi(iayit,  tie  says  that  the  liawrenoe  and  Caledoj^ia 
>\r<ent  into  close  jstction  Iporether.  In  ithe  letter,  be  says 
Jbjit  ^  hpurs  and  20  minutes  after  the  ^coromence- 
xneut  of  the  action,  during  which  period  tb^e  Xaw- 
rence  bad  been  fighting  alone,  and  had  been  disabled, 
a  light  wind  sprung  up,  which  enabled  the  Caledojaia 
and  his  own  vessel,  the  Trippe,  to  get  near  the  enemy. 
iVjg^ain,  in  the  affidavit,  he  says  that  Captain  Elliott 
did  not  do  his  duty.  Jn  the  letter  he  says,  "  This  ac- 
tion speaks  for  itself.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  action  of  any  officer.  The  commodore,  no  doubt, 
will  give  them  all  the  justice  in  his  power."  By  this 
language  be  means  that  all  the  officers  behaved  well; 
so  well  that  he  could  not  adequately  describe  their 
merits,  and  therefore  should  not  attempt  it.  Again, 
in  this  letter,  he  says  that  Captain  Elliott  was  pre- 
vented from  getting  up  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind, 
and  that  after  Commodore  Perry  boarded  the  Niaga- 
ra, he  gave  the  signal  for  close  action.  By  this  he 
plainly  implies  that  the  Niagara  was  not  in  close  ac- 
tion till  after  Commodore  Perry  boarded  her,  and  here 
he  contradicts  the  commodore,  who  says  that  the 
Niagara  was  in  close  action  before  he  boarded  her. 
Once  more.  He  says  that  Commodore  P^rry  Ipft  the 
Lawrence  with  a  certain  flag,  called  the  motto  flag^ 
under  his  arm.  Here  he  disagrees  with  Commodore 
Perry,  who  says  that  this  flag  was /still  flying  on  board 
of  the  Jjawrence  when  he  left  her. 

The  next  witness  is  sailing  Master  Champlin,*  yr)f\o 
comnianded  the  Scorpion.  jHe,  like  Lieutenants 
Turner  and  Stevens,  and  Dr.  Parsons,  contradicts 
jDcumnodpre  Perry  in  saying  th^t  the  Ni^gsyra  Jtejpt 

♦  A^peAdix  ,E..A. 
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at  a  long  distance,  until  a  short  time  before  C6mtnodore 
Perry  tearded  her.  The  apparent  object  of  his  testi- 
mony is  to  show  that  the  Niagara  did  hot  go  into 
close  action  until  boarded  by  Commodore  Perry,  and 
thus  he  impliedly  contradicts  the  commodore.  He 
say^  the  Kiaj^ra,  a  short  time  before  O)mmodore 
Perry  boardecf  her,  "  ranged  ahead  of  the  Lawrence, 
knd  to  windward  of  her,  bringing  the  commodore's 
ship  between  her  and  the  enemy,  when  he  might  have 
passed  to  leeward  and  relieved  the  Lawrence  from 
their  destructive  fire."  His  apparent  object  in  this 
is  to  show  that  the  Niagara  not  only  endeavored  to 
avoid  the  enemy's  fire,  but  to  abandon  the  Lawrence 
to  her  fate.  But  how,  it  may  be  inquired,  got  the 
Niagara  thus  ahead  of  the  Lawrence,  or  in  other 
worcis,  how  came  she  the  headmost  ship  in  the  line, 
while  yet  under  command  of  Captain  Elliott,  if,  as 
Mr.  Champlin  has  already  said,  she  continued  to 
keep  at  long  shot  till  boarded  by  Commodore  Perry  ? 
Here  Mr.  Champlin  disagrees  with  himself  This 
movement  of  the  Nisigara  will  be  explained  hereafter, 
and  to  every  unprejudiced  and  experienced  seaman, 
will  show  the  nautical  skill  and  jud^naent  of  Captain 
Elliott.  It  was  this  movement  that  retrieved  the 
fortune  of  the  day !  He  says  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  that  Captain 
Elliott  did  not  do  his  duty  in  this  action.  If  it  shall 
hereafter  appear  that  a  large  number  of  the  officers 
thought  otherwise,  the  reader  will  probably  regard' 
this  statement  of  Mr.  Champlin  as  too  vague  and  in- 
definite to  be  very  conclusive.  He  repeats  the  tale 
about  the  chain-shot ;  which  again  induces  the  ques- 
tion, how  should  such  affair  happen  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  commander  of  the  Somers  ?  He 
then  (quotes  a  conversation  between  Captain  Elliott 
and  \nmself  about  prize  money,  in  which  he  charges 
Captain  Elliott  with  saying,  that  the  officers  of  the 
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Lawrence  were  not  entitled  to  any,  having  surren- 
dered their  vessel ;  but  that  those  of  the  omer  ships 
were  entitled  to  it  for  re-capturing  her.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  Captain  Elliott  said  something  of  the 
Kind,  but  by  way  of  quoting  the  remarks  of  other  of- 
ficers, and  not  as  his  own  suggestion.  This  subject 
will  be  examined  hereafter,  and  satisfactorily  explain- 
ed. He  aJso  charges  Captain  Elliott  wifti  saying 
that  during  two  hours  and  a  hal^  he  was  so  fan  n^om 
the  enemy  that  he  only  fired  his  12  pounders,  and 
assigned  as  a  reason  that  he  had  no  signal  from 
Commodore  Perry  to  change  his  situation.  That 
Captain  Elliott  fired  his  long  guns  only,  few  a  time, 
and  because  his  carronades  would  not  reach,  is  true, 
and  will  be  proved  hereafter.  It  is  also  pr6t«ble  that 
he  had  no  signal  to  change  his  situation  ;  for  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Champlin,  he  found  his  way  to  the  head 
of  the  line  before  Commodore  Perry  boarded  the 
Niagara,  and  Commodore  Perry  says  that  the  signal 
for  close  action  was  given  afterwards.  Then  if  Com- 
modore Perry  and  Mr.  Champlin  be  taken  together, 
Captain  Elliott  was  justified  in  keeping  at  long  shot, 
because  he  had  no  orders  to  do  otherwise,  and  diang- 
ed  his  situation  afterwards  upon  his  own  responsibili- 
ty, and  upon  view  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case. 
But  Mr.  Champlin  seems  to  imply  Ifiat  this  declara- 
tion of  Captain  Elliott  was  not  true,  and  that  he  had 
orders  to  change  his  situation ;  and  by  implying  this, 
he  disa^ees  with  Commodore  Perry.  He  closes  his 
affidavit  by  ascribing  to  Captain  EHiott  the  same 
treasonable  expression  that  was  imputed  to  him  by 
Dr.  Parsons,  and  gives  for  it  the  authority  of  Midship- 
man Senatt  and  the  citizens  of  Buffalo.  There  fc 
something  exceedingly  mysterious  in  this  affair.  Dr. 
Parsons  c[uotes  Midshipman  Lenox,  Mr.  Champlki 
quotes  Midshipman  Senatt  and  the -citizens  <rfBttffido. 
Why  were  neither  of  these  officers  nor  any  of  these 


68  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

citizens  produced  ?  As  was  befcwe  said,  in  comment- 
ing upon  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  necessity 
of  producing  these  witnesses  to  declarations  so  re- 
markable, and  so  fatal  to  Captain  Elliott  if  proved, 
must  have  been  too  obvious  to  Commodore  Perry  to 
be  overlooked.  Who  were  these  citizens  of  Buffalo, 
and  where  are  their  affidavits?  Is  it  possible  that 
Lieutenant  Champlin  could  hear  a  captain  of  the 
American  Navy  charged  with  treasonable  expres- 
sions, without  having  either  his  curiosity  or  his  indig- 
nation excited,  and  without  noting  and  remembering 
the  accusers  ?  If  he  believed  the  charge,  his  duty 
was  to  report  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  If  he 
believed  it  not,  his  duty  was  to  defend  a  brother  of- 
ficer from  a  calumny  so  atrocious.  If  he  wished  to 
aid  Commodore  Perry  in  his  dispute  with  Captain 
^  Elliott,  he  would  not  have  overlooked  an  opportunity 
of  procuring  testimony  so  conclusive.  If  he  believed 
Captain  Elliott  to  be  falsely  accused,  he  would  have 
communicated  to  him  the  charge  and  the  names  of 
the  accusers,  and  thus  have  furnished  him  with  the 
means  of  defense.  In  whatever  light  this  charge  is 
viewed,  it  presents  an  extraordinary  aspect;  it  is 
stamped  with  the  impress  of  improbability.  It  shows 
that  the  recollection  of  Mr.  Champlin  was  very  inac- 
curate, or  that  his  ideas  were  in  a  state  of  utter  con- 
fusion ;  and  in  either  case,  the  value  of  his  testimony 
is  destroyed. 

The  next  witness  is  Thomas  Breeze,  Esq.*  Cap- 
tain's clerk,  who  was  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the 
Lawrence  during  the  action.  His  story  is  a  repetition 
of  those  already  told  about  Captain  Elliott's  keeping 
at  long  shot,  in  which  he  disaj^ees  with  Commodore 
Pferry.  He  also  says  that  from  some  mysterious 
cause,  the  Niagara  continued  to  occupy  the  same 

*  Appendix  E.  5. 
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Station  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  action^  after 
the  Lawrence,  Caledonia,  Scorpion,  and  Ariel  went 
into  close  acti<m.  Here  he  disagrees  with  probabilir, 
ties,  if  not  possibilities.  All  the  witnesses  agree  that 
die  distance  between  the  two  squadrons  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  was  about  two  miles,  and 
Mr.  Holdup  Stevens  says  there  was  a  leading  wind, 
If  this  be  true,  how  could  the  other  vessels  sail  into 
close  action,  or  over  nearly  the  whole  of  this  distance, 
while  the  Niagara  remained  all  the  while  in  the  same 
position  1  Had  every  sail  been  furled,  this  leading 
wind  would  have  borne  her  along ;  and  to  have  re- 
mained stationary,  she  must  have  cast  anchor !  Thus 
incautiously,  thus  extravagantly,  thus  utterly  uncon- 
scious of  the  value  and  signification  of  terms,  do  wit- 
nesses testify,  when  warped  by  prejudices  and  partia- 
lities, when  seeing  through  the  discolored  medium  of 
firiendship  or  enmity.  But  Mr.  Breese  says,  that  the 
Ariel  and  Scorpion  went  into  close  action  along  with 
the  Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  and  is  the  only  witness 
to  this  statement.  The  manifest  object  of  all  the 
other  witnesses  is  to  place  Captain  Elliott  in  unfavor- 
able contrast  with  Commodore  Perry  and  Lieutenant 
Turner,  by  showing  that  while  he  was  at  long  shot, 
they  were  in  close  action.  Had  other  vessels  of  the 
squadron  also  been  in  close  action,  the  distance  of 
Captain  Elliott  would  have  been  still  more  remarka- 
ble and  difficult  of  explanation,  for  he  would  not  have 
had  the  countenance  and  example  of  such  other  ves- 
sels. Where  all  were  required  to  be  in  close  action, 
the  more  there  were  in  it,  the  less  excuse  would  there 
be  for  those  who  were  out  of  it  This  argument  was 
too  good  for  Commodore  Perry  to  be  overlooked  by 
the  officers  who  seem  so  anxious  to  testify  in  his  favor, 
and  they  had  as  many  opportunities  of  seeing  what 
happened,  as  Mr.  Breese.  If  then  tl^e  Ariel  and 
Scorpion  had  gone  into  close  action,  along  with  the. 
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Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  they  couid  not  have  failedt 
to  see  it,  and  would  not  have  &iiled  to  remember  and. 
report  it.  Yet  are  they  silent  upon  the  subject,  and 
therefore  impliedly  in  contradiction  with  Mr.  Breeee. 
It  is  true  that  theirs  is  mere  negative  testimony  upoa 
this  point,  and  that  the  positive  assertion  of  one  wit- 
ness is  not  always  contradicted  by  the  silence  of  others 
npon  a  point  which  he  may  have  known,  and  which 
they  may  not  have  known.  But  where  one  states  as 
a  fact  what  others  had  equal  opportunities  of  seeing, 
and  indeed  could  not  have  failed  of  seeing  if  it  hap- 
pened, and  moreover  felt  a  strong  interest  for  a  cause 
in  support  of  which  this  alleged  fact  wonld  be  highly 
important  testimony,  and  yet  are  silent  about  it,  thb 
contradiction  is  as  complete  as  if  they  had  spoken  in- 
direct opposition  to  the  first  witness.  Either  the  other 
witnesses  forgot  a  most  important  fact,  and  cannot 
therefore  be  relied  on  for  accuracy  of  recollection,  or 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Breese  has  become  so  confused, 
that  he  supposes  to  be  fact  what  never  happened,  and 
is  therefore  liable  to  the  same  objection.  He  quotes 
some  British  officers  as  saying  that  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte changed  her  position,  bore  away  from  the  Niag- 
ara and  fired  upon  the  Lawrence,  because  their  guns 
would  not  reach  the  former  vessel.  How  distorted  is 
the  vision  of  those  who  see  through  their  friendships 
or  enmities!  It  may  be  true,  and  doubtless  was  true, 
that  the  short  ^ns  of  the  Clueen  Charlotte  would 
not  reach  the  Niagara,  and  tliat  she  left  her  position, 
bore  nearer  to  the  head  of  the  line,  and  fired  upon  the 
headmost  and  nearest  ship.  But  when  this  was  done, 
the  witness  does  not  state.  The  facts  are  as  follows. 
The  commander  of  the  dueen  Charlotte,  perceiving 
that  his  short  carronades,  shorter  than  those  of  the 
Niagara,  did  not  reach  her  antagonist,  while  the  long^ 
er  carronades  and  two  long  guns  of  the  Niagara  were 
very  destroctive,  bore  away  to  the  head  ol  the  line 
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and  iired  upon  the  Lawrence,  for  the  double  purpose 
of  avoidmg  the  Niagara's  fire,  and  of  aiding  the  De- 
troit, Hunter  and  Lady  Prevost  to  cripple  the  head- 
most ship,  and  then  the  others  successively.  Besides, 
die  British  officers,  wishing  to  avoid  the  imputation 
of  running  away  from  the  Niagara,  would  naturally 
attempt  an  explanation.  Yet  does  Mr.  Breese,  in  say- 
ing that  the  guns  of  the  dueen  Charlotte  would  not 
reach  the  Niagara,  leave  the  reader  to  infer  that  the 
latter  kept  aloof  from  the  battle.  Mr.  Turner,  Mr. 
Champlin,  and  Mr.  Breese  himself^  all  say  that  short- 
ly after  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  dueen 
Charlotte  closed  with  the  Detroit  and  fired  upon  the 
Lawrence.  Yet  the  reader  might  infer  from  the  affi- 
davit of  Mr.  Breese,  that  the  dueen  Charlotte  made  this 
movement  long  after  the  battle  began,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Elliott  was  still  out  of  reach.  If  he  intends  to 
imply  this,  he  not  only  disagrees  with  Messrs.  Turner 
and  Champlin,  but  himself  also.  This  indefinite 
mode  of  testifying,  by  which  a  party  may  be  run  down 
by  inference  and  implication,  is  liable  to  very  serious 
objections,  and  should  always  be  very  cautiously  re- 
ceived. In  a  majority  of  cases,  the  inferences  that 
may  be  drawn  from  such  indefinite  statements,  would 
be  utterly  excluded  by  statements  more  minute.  So 
necessary  is  it,  and  yet  so  difficult,  in  cases  involving 
tharcLcter^  to  obtain  all  the  facts. 

He  also  repeats  the  dSoete^n^  story.  This  story, 
like  poor  Mungo  in  the  PacUock,  "Here,  dere  and  eb- 
bery  where,"  mts  through  all  these  affidavits,  and  al- 
ways upon  the  same  anonymotis  authority.  It  is  al- 
ways introduced  as  "said,"  as  "reported,"  but  nobody 
is  ever  introduced  to  say  or  report  it.  It  never  has 
any  voucher;  it  always  skulks  behind  some  imper- 
sonality; it  is  never  chaperoned  by  any  other  nomi- 
native case  than  diat  grammatical  nobody,  it.  Dean 
Swift  very  wisely  says  that  using  a  weak  ailment 
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detnu^  firom  the  force  of  the  strong  ooe.  So  tbi 
telling  of  a  tale  utterly  improbable,  necess^jriiy  throws 
adoiu)tupoa  statements  ia  connec^km  withit^that 
are  credible  in  themselTes,  and  whieh  might  be 
believed  if  standing  alone.  The  telling  of  a  tale  so 
ridiculous  destroys  the  testimony  of  diese  witnesses; 
not  because  it  convicts  them  of  falsehood^  a  thing 
hardly  credible  of  an  American  officer,  Init  because 
it  shows  their  credulity  to  be  boundless,  and  their  pre* 
judices  overpowering.  The  friends  of  Oommoaore 
Perry  do  not  enhance  their  diaracter  for  discreticMi, 
by  thus  indorsing  paper  that  nobody  will  sign. 

The  next  witness  is  Mr.  Brownell,  *  sailing  master's 
mate  of  the  Ariel  in  the  battle.  He  goes  &rther  than 
either  of  the  other  witnesses,  for  he  says  that  while 
the  Lawrence  went  into  close  action,  the  Niagara 
continued  to  keep  at  a  much  greater  dists^ce  astern 
than  when  the  battle  began.  In  this  he  not  cwily  con- 
tradicts Commodore  Perry,  but  all  the  other  witnesses 
against  Captain  Elliott,  all  of  whom  insist  that  he  did 
not  go  into  close  action,  but  no  one  of  whom  says 
that  he  retrograded^  or  ran  away!  He  m^itions  the 
Niagara's  hacking  her  maintopsail  and  broiling  up 
her  jiby  which  prevented  her  from  firing  any  btU 
her  hnv  guns.  It  is  admitted  that  such  movements 
were  made  with  the  sails  of  the  Niagara,  and  were 
seen  from  the  Ariel;  but  how  any  (^oer  in  the  Ariel 
could  know  either  ther  object  or  eflSsct,  is  somewhat 
remarkable.  This  positive  statement  of  what  Mr. 
Kownell  couM  merely  suppose,  but  could  not  know, 
shows  his  disposition  to  construe  imdiaritably  the 
ecmduct  of  Captain  BlUott,  and  consequent  the 
strong  prejudice  under  which  he  testifies;  and  this 
must  gr6atfy  diminish  the  value  of  his  testimony. 
JSb  a<Sft)its  that  the  Niagara  ranged  ahead  of  the 
Lawrence,  Just  Wore  Commodore  Perry  Ixwirded  her. 
*  Appendix,  Bk  6, 
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Captain  Elliott  milst  then  hieiye  subdued  his  &m  or 
his  treason,  to  chtoge  from  a  retrogtade'to  a  forward 
movement ;  to  pass  '^firom  a  much  greater  distance 
astern  than  wheii  the  action  eonmienced,''  to.  the  head 
of  tfie  line,  or  the  nearest  to  theetieitqr;  and  that  too 
while  the  enemy  was  pouring  his  whole  fire  upon  the 
headmost  ships,  had  sdready  disabled  the  Lawrence^ 
and  was  ready,  with  all  his  guns,  for  ^e  vessel  that 
should  takehefr  place.  If  Mr*  Brownell  does  not  thus 
virtually  contradict  himself,  he  represents  Captain 
EUiott  as  evincing  very  inconsist^it  and  donftradicto- 
ry  conduct  at  different  periods  of  the  action.  The 
reader  has  the  alternative  of  beUeving  Mr*  Brorwnell 
to  be  led  by  his  prejudices  into  an  inconsistent  story, 
or  Captain  !0hott  to  have  been  a  poltroon  or  a  traitor 
at  one  moment,  and  a  hero  or  a  patriot  at  the  next! 
Men  seldom  pass  rapidly  to  such  opposite  extremes! 
He  sa3rs  that  tixe  officers  of  the  squadron,  and  the  vo- 
luntecnrs,  expressed  ^reat  indignation  against  Captain 
EMiott  Unfortunately  for  this  anonymoii^char^,  offi- 
cers and  volunteers  that  will  appear  hereafter  m  pro- 
per person,  tell  a  very  different  story.  The  aiiot  is  again 
dodged!  Wh^i  the  ghosts  of  those  whom  Richard 
had  murdered,  come  to  haunt  the  dreams  of  the  sleep- 
ing monarch,  each  begins  its  tale  of  horror  with  saying 

''Let  me  sit  heavy  on  thy  soul  to-morroW,P' 

and  "Let  me  sit  heavy  on  thy  soul  to-morrow!"  is  re- 
peated by  each  inhabitant  of  the  shades  as  it  comes 
along  in  its  winding  sheet,  till  the  reader  or  the  au- 
ditor finds  all  supernatural  iUusion  at  an  end,  and 
his  own  Icuighter  irrepressible.  So  of  these  witness- 
es. Each  as  he  ccmies  along  with  his  accusatory  tale^ 
adorns  it  with  saying  that  Captain  EUiott  dodteed  a 
shot!  It  is  believed  that  by  this  time,  the  reader  is 
disposed  to  dodge  it  also ;  glad  by  any  means  to  get 
out  of  its  way. 
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The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  when  Captain 
Elliott  boarded  the  Somers,  he  found  her  commander, 
Mr.  Almey,  in  a  state  of  helpless  intoxication,  sent 
him  below,  and  put  the  deck  under  command  of 
Mr.  Nichols.  Mr.  Brownell  says  that  Mr.  Almey  was 
sober.  Another  officer,  to  be  introduced  hereafter, 
says  he  was  not.  Why  was  not  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Almey  taken?  He  certainly  knew  and  could  tell 
whether  the  charge  was  true  or  not.  If  he  were  so- 
ber, he  was  wrongfully  arrested  by  Captain  Elliott, 
and  could  have  cleared  himself  ftom  the  charge  be- 
fore a  court  of  inquiry.  Why  was  none  held?  But 
Mr.  Brownell  says  he  was  ordered  to  the  Somers  a 
few  hours  after  the  action,  and  found  Mr.  Almey  per- 
fectly sober !  Very  probable ;  for  there  is  nothing  ex- 
traordinary in  a  man's  being  drunk  at  one  hour  and 
sober  at  another.  He  says  a  few  hours  afterwards; 
which  is  a  very  indefinite  expression,  for  any  number 
is  a  few  by  comparison,  and  his  few  hours  might  be 
two,  four,  six,  eight  or  ten.  The  shortest  of  these 
periods  is  sufficient  for  some  men  to  pass  from  help- 
less intoxication  to  perfect  sobriety ;  and  for  aught 
that  appears  in  the  testimony,  Mr.  Almey  might  be 
one  of  such  men,  and  have  been  seen  by  Mr.  Brownell 
eight  or  ten  hours  after  his  intoxication.  Besides, 
there  is  good  printed  testimony  to  prove  that  nothing 
is  more  efficacious  in  sobering  an  intoxicated  officer, 
than  an  arrest.  When  Lieutenant  Cassio,  both  stagger- 
ing and  stammering  from  ebriety,  though  he  thought 
that  he  could  "stand  well  enough  and  speak  well 
enough, "  was  arrested  by  GrenersS  Othello,  he  imme- 
diately became  perfectly  sober,  and  lamented  very  pa- 
thetically and  very  rationally  to  Ensign  lago,  over 
his  fallen  condition.  So  Mr.  Almey  might  have  been 
Cassio  drunk  when  arrested  by  Captain  Elliott,  and 
Cassio  sober  when  seen  by  Mr.  Brownell.  And  yet 
by  such  a  statement  as  this,  so  vague  and  indefinite 


LIVE  OF  COM*  ELLIOTT*  M 

as  U>|»rov6  nothiDgi  ab^olutdj  nothings  is  CaptBin  El- 
liott to  be  convictea  of  gros3  misbehavior^  of  oj^nes^ 
sion  towuds  au  officer^  and  of  fidsehood  and  calum- 
ny in  pronomicing  a  sober  man  intoxicated !  . 

He  repeats  the  treasonable  remark  already  inqputea 
to  Captain  Elliott,  and  quotes  Mr.  Gham^in  as  aii^ 
thority.  If  Mr.  Champlm  had  stated  the  whole  con- 
versation in  which  Captain  Elliott  is  said  to  have  ut- 
tered this  declaration,  its  meaning  might  appear  from 
the  context,  and  be  very  different  from  what  Mr. 
Champlin  seems  to  suppose.  Patriotism  may  be 
changed  into  treason^  honesty  into  fraud,  truth  into 
fidsehood,  and  any  crime  may  be  proved  against  the 
most  innocent,  by  this  practice  of  selecting  and  de- 
taohinff  sentences  from  their  context  '<  Top  knot 
come  curwn"  is  an  illustration  fiimiUar  to  most  ^feader& 
it  is  more  probable  that  Mr.  Champlin  should  misun* 
derstand,  or  quote  erroneously,  than  that  Captain  El- 
liott should  utter  treason. 

Mr.  Brownell  quotes  Mr.  Magrath  as  regretting 
that  he  had  signed  a  letter  prejudicial  to  the  chaxao- 
ter  of  CommMore  Perry,  and  saying  that  he  would 
sacrifice  his  right  arm  to  withdraw  his  name  from 
such  paper.  Here  Mr.  Brownell  is  under  some 
strang^y  erroneous  impression,  and  must  have  mis- 
understood Mr.  Magratfi.  That  sentleman  signed 
no  letter  prejudicial  to  Commodore  Ferry,  or  any  that 
implies  au^t  against  him.  With  his  brother  officers 
of  the  Nia^^,  he  signed  a  letter  of  congratulation 
to  Captain  EUiott,  of  most  respectful  and  afiectionate 
character.  He  also  signed,^  in  common  with  the 
same  officers,  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy, 
giving  an  aoeount  of  the  action,  and  of  Captain  Ea- 
uott's  in^rtant  services  in  it  But  neither  of  tl^ese 
letters  o^ibitt  any  base,  attempt  to  exalt  <nie  officer 
by  degrading  another*  The  firet  is  dated  nine  days, 
the  second  mirty-three  days  after  the  batde^  and  both 
6* 
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were  manifestly  caused  by  discussions  previously 
held  among  the  officers,  concerning  the  respective  me- 
rits of  Captains  Perry  and  Elliott  m  the  action,  and  by 
the  belief  of  those  of  the  Niagara,  that  full  justice 
was  not  awarded  to  the  latter  in  the  official  report. 
Bb.  Magrath,  being  an  officer  of  the  Niagara,  had 
ample  opportunity  for  witnessing  the  deportment 
of  Captain  EUiott;  and  that  d^)ortment  hding  the 
subject  of  much  conversation,  he  must  have  b^n  at 
particular  pains  to  record  it  in  his  memory.  Besides, 
having  been  particularly  complimented  by  Captain 
Elliott,  as  appears  jfrom  Commodore  Perry's  official 
report,  he  could  have  had  no  inducement  oi  personal 
animosity  to  construe  his  commander's  conduct  un- 
charitably. These  letters,  and  especially  the  latter, 
must  then  have  been  signed  after  mature  deliberation, 
after  ^eat  pains  to  be  accurate  in  his  statements,  and 
with  rail  knowledge  of  what  he  signed.  What  could 
happen  afterwards  to  change  these  opinions?  He 
could  not  have  obtained  more  liffht  on  the  subject,  for 
no  officer  of  the  squadron  could  tell  him  any  thing 
about  the  conduct  of  Captain  Elliott  in  the  battle, 
which  he  did  not  already  know.  The  statement  of 
Mr.  Brownell  proves  too  much,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  correct;  for  it  proves  not  only  that  Mr.  Magrath 
falsified  his  own  deliberate  declarations,  made  in  se- 
veral diflferent  instances,  and  without  any  assignable 

motive,  but  that  he  expressed  regret  for  doing 

what  he  never  did !  Mr.  Brownell  must  have  mis- 
apprehended him  most  strangely.  He  also  quotes  Cap- 
tain Bignall,  a  British  officer,  as  saying  that  had  Cap- 
tain Elliott  belonged  to  the  British  Navy,  he  would 
have  been  hanged.  That  Captain  Bignall  said  so  is 
not  improbable,  fcnr  personal  animosity  against  Captain 
Elliott  seems  to  have  existed  among  the  British  offi- 
cers. This  subject  will  be  investigated  hereafter,  and 
fuUy  explained. 
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The  last  witness  is  lib.  Taylor/  Sailing  Master  of 
the  Lawrence.  After  repeating  the  account  of  the 
action  already  given  by  the  other  witnesses,  he  says 
that  the  Lawrence,  Ariel  and  Scorpion  continued  to 
approach  the  enemv  until  within  canister  range. 
Here  he  agrees  with  Commodore  Perry  about  me 
Lawrence,  but  not  about  the  other  vessels,  and  disa- 
grees with  all  the  other  witnesses ;  and  here  it  may 
be  well  to  notice  the  singular  discrepances  among 
these  witnesses  about  the  distance  of  the  Lawrence 
from  the  enemy.  Commodore  Perry  says  she  went 
within  canister  shot  distance,  which,  with  a  carro- 
nade,  the  species  of  guns  composing  her  armament, 
is  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  or  1320  jrards. 
Lieutenant  Yamall  said  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry, 
"  we  ran  down  and  came  within  about  half  musket 
shot,"  which  is  about  60  yards.  Lieutenant  Forrest 
said  before  the  same  Court,  that  the  Lawrence  was 
"  at  point  blank  shot  distance  with  a  carronade," 
which  is  about  450  yards,  and  in  his  letter  to  Lieu- 
tenant M.  C.  Perry,  he  said  she  was  in  close  action, 
or  about  360  yards.  Messrs.  Turner,  Stevens, 
Champlin,  Breese  and  Brownell  say  she  was  in  close 
action,  or  about  350  yards,  and  Mr.  Taylor  says  she 
was  "  within  canister  range,"  or,  as  before  saia,  1320 
yards.  Thus  do  these  statements  differ  about  1260 
yards.  To  show  this  discrepance  to  the  reader  in 
the  strongest  light,  they  may  be  stated  in  tabular 
form,  thus :    • 

Com.  Perry,  Canister  range,      .  1320  yards. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Ditto,  .  1320      " 

"   Forrest,  Point  blank,  in  court,  450      " 

"        "  Oose  action,  in  letter,  350     " 

"   Stevens,  Close  action,  .        .  360     « 

^Appendix  B^  7. 
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Mr^Turneri  Close  aelioni      •  i      dSOydfds. 

«   Champlin,  Ditto,             .  .          360      '< 

«   Breese,  Ditto,         .        .  .      350     " 

'<   Brownell,  Ditto,              .  «          360     << 

<<  Yamall,  Half  musket  shot^  .       60     ^ 

The  discrepances  in  tbese  atieounts  may  be  stated 
as  foUows : 

Greatest  difference,  *        .        .        1260  yards. 

Least  ditto,  «        .        .        .      100  << 

Difference  between  the  two  highesi,  870  ^ 

Ditto  «        the  two  lowest,  290  « 

Ditto  "        the  highest  and  third,  970  « 

Ditto  «        the  lowest  and  second,  390  « 

IMllo  <<        the  second  and  thirds    100  << 

This  alone  is  suflcient  to  refute  these  witnessei^ 
for  it  shows  that  their  rec<dleetion  of  &cts  is  very 
confused  and  imperfect.  It  shows  that  while  they 
may  endeavor  to  state  correctly,  they  recollect  so  v«ry 
little  of  what  they  undertake  U>  state,  that  little  re* 
liance  can  be  placed  upon  their  testinMmy. 

He  says  that  shortly  after  the  action  commenced^ 
he  <<  observed  the  Niagara  at  a  considerable  distance 
astern,  with  her  jib  brailed  up  and  her  maintopsail  to 
the  mast,"  and  that  he  is  "  strongly  impressed  with 
the  beUef  that  her  tof^allantsails  were  never  set  tilt 
Commodore  Perry  went  on  board  of  her."  There  is 
a  mode  of  narration  by  which  all  the  facts  which  are 
stated^  aare  stated  correctly,  but  from  which  the  reader 
or  hearer' may  draw  very  erroneoos  inferences.  Such 
is  the  case  heve*  The  Nii^ara  Was  a  considerable 
distantiBr  astern  of  the  Lawrence!  But  what  is  a 
considen^le  distance?  If  the  Lawrence,  Caledonia 
and  Niagara  were  in  close  order,  the  Caledonia 
being  in  the  middle,  th»  Niagara  might  still  have  been 
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at  a  considerable  distance  astern  of  the  Lawrence, 
though  actually  foul  of  the  Caledonia,  So  the  main- 
topsail  was  aback  and  the  jib  brailed  up ;  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  this  was  done  to  keep  aloof  from  the 
enemy,  though  such  seems  to  be  the  intimation  of 
Mr.  Taylor.  This  subject  will  be  explained  in  due 
time.  He  gives  an  animating  description  of  Commo- 
dore Perry's  danger  in  passing,  in  an  open  boat,  from 
the  Lawrence  to  the  Niagara ;  and  as  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  Mr.  Taylor  would  commit  the  folly  of 
inserting  this  description  without  some  object,  the 
reader  is  to  suppose  that  such  object  was  to  contrast 
the  gallantry  of  Commodore  Perry  with  the  coward- 
ice of  Captain  Elliott.  But  if  it  shall  be  shown,  as 
it  will  be.  that  Captain  ElUott  was  equally  exposed 
in  an  open  boat,  the  effect  of  the  argument  fails, 
though  its  character  remains,  and  Mr.  Taylor  is  en- 
titled to  the  credit,  not  of  proving  anything  by  it,  but 
of  being  willing  to  use  it.  He  says  it  was  a  consider- 
able time,  with  all  the  exertions  of  the  boat's  crew, 
before  they  could  come  up  with  the  Niagara,  and  by 
this  he  implies  that  the  Niagara  was  very  distant. 
This  is  another  instance  of  that  insidious  mode  of 
narration  pervading  all  these  affidavits,  which,  with- 
out directly  mistating  facts,  leaves  the  reader  to  draw 
very  injurious  inferences.  Granting  that  a  considera- 
ble time  elapsed  before  Commodore  Perry  reached 
the  Niagara,  what  does  it  prove  concerning  the  dis- 
tance ofthat  vessel  ?  Nothing  !  Absolutely  nothing, 
till  the  term  considerable  be  defined.  Does  it  mean 
one  hour  ?  The  distance  of  the  Niagara  might  then 
be  proved  by  showing  how  fer  a  boat's  crew  could 
row  a  boat  in  that  time,  the  moving  capability  of  the 
boat,  the  number  and  strength  of  the  crew,  the  length 
of  their  oars  and  the  state  of  the  water  bein^  given  ! 
He  then  says  that  when  Commodore  Perry  did  get  on 
board,  he  immediately  brought  her  into  close  action; 
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Here  he  disagrees  with  Commodore  Perry,  who  says 
she  was  in  close  action  before  be  boarded  her.  He 
also  impliedly  contradicts  himself.  By  saying  thai 
the  boat's  crew  were  a  considei-uble  time  in  reaching 
the  Niagara,  he  implies  that  she  was  at  a  considerable 
distance ;  but  by  adding  that  when  Commodore  Perry 
^ot  on  board,  he  immediately  thought  her  into  ac- 
tion, he  implies  that  the  Conunodore  brought  her  up 
in  very  little  time.  What !  From  this  considercMe 
distance^  which  it  xequired  the  boat's  crew  a  consi- 
derable time  to  reach  ?  Was  the  Niagara  so  &r  off 
before  he  boarded  her,  that  a  considerable  time  was 
required  for  the  boat's  crew  to  reach  her,  and  yet  so 
near  so  soon  as  he  boarded  her,  that  it  required  but 
httle  time  to  brinff  her  up  to  the  enemy  ?  As  both 
the  Lawrence  and  Niagara  were  to  windward  of  the 
enemy,  and,  according  to  Mr.  Taylor,  the  former 
nearest,  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  Niaga- 
ra was  manifestly  less  than  that  from  the  Niagara  to 
the  enemy.  Now,  as  seamen  well  know,  a  boat  can 
be  rowed  fiuster  than  a  vessel  can  43ail,  where  the  wind 
is  li^t  and  the  water  rather  smooth ;  consequently, 
one  would  suppose,  a  boat  could  reach  the  Niagara 
from  the  Lawrence  sooner  than  the  Niagara  could 
reach  the  enemy.  Yet,  according  to  Mr>  Ta^or,  a 
cwisiderahle  time  was  required  for  a  boat  to  pass  the 
lesser  distance,  while  httle  was  required  for  the  vessd 
to  pass  the  ^eater !  Into  such  absurdities  are  men 
unconscioudy  led,  when  blinded  by  prejudice. 

He  says  he  complained  to  Commcdore  Perry  that 
most  <rf  the  effective  men  of  the  squadron  were  ^i- 
^ossed  by  Captain  ElUott  for  his  own  ship,  but  that 
me  Commodore  did  not  think  proper  to  make  any 
alteration.  Then  was  Commodore  Perry  gross^ 
unmindfril  of  his  duty  I  Then  did  he  most  unjustifi- 
ably acquiesce  in  an  arrangement  which  might  have 
caused  ^e  loss  of  the  fleet ;  and  for  such  result,  had 
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it  happened,  he  would  have  deserved  to  be  condemn- 
ed by  a  Court  Martial  and  shot !  What !  When  a 
battle  was  daily  expected  with  a  powerful  fleet,  the 
superior  of  his' own  in  number  and  length  of  guns, 
which  last  circumstance  was  an  eminent  advantage 
in  a  light  wind,  or  when  the  enemy  had  the  weather 
ffage,  and  when  the  wbok  fl^  was  deficient  in  ef- 
fective  seamen,  to  permit  one  ship  of  the  squadron  to 
engross  the  majority  of  them,  and  thus  to  leave  all 
the  other  diips  crippled  for  want  of  hands^?  To  re- 
duce eight  ships  to  imbecility,  and  to  crowd  the  whole 
eflFective  force  into  one  ?  Was  this  evincing  the  skill, 
judgment  and  vigilance  of  an  accomplished  seaman, 
and  the  fidelity  of  a  good  patriot  ?  cSnnmodote  F^r- 
ry  could  not  have  so  erred  !  Being  commander  in 
chief,  and  consequently  having  both  me  right  and  the 
duty  to  prescribe  all  the  arran^ments,  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  he  would  permit  one  so  firau^t  with 
danger  to  the  fleet.  The  Italian  proverb  "  Save  me 
from  my  firiends  and  I  will  take  care  of  my  enemies,'* 
was  never  more  fiilly  exemplified  than  by  this  affi- 
davit of  Mr.  Taylor.  In  an  attempt  to  aid  his  firiend 
in  a  dispute,  he  incautiously  charges  him  with  gross 
stupidity  or  gross  infidelity  to  his  country ;  with  utter 
incompetency  or  thorough  nnworthiness !  If  Com- 
modore Perry  is  to  be  served  thus  bv  his  friends,  his 
reputation  were  safeir  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

The  witnesses  who  testiifed  against  Captain  Bl-i 
Kott  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry  m  1816,  and  those 
who  gave  their  affidavits  to  the  Committee  of  this 
Legislature  of  Rhod^  Islarid  in  1818,  have  now  been 
xeviewed ;  and  if  witnesses  who  disagree  with  them- 
selves, with  each  other,  with  the  party  whom  they 
are  called  to  support,  and  witfi  probabilities  in  some 
•ea^es  and  evenpossibilities  in  others,  can  fix  upon 
<Japtain  Elliott  the  charges  of  tiowardice  and  treason^ 
&en  does  he  stand  ccmv^cted  t 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Bittle  of  Uke  Erie.    Commodore  Perrj*!  official  npoct 

We  will  now  take  the  official  report  and  other 
documents  furnished  by  Commodore  Perry,  and  see 
how  fiir  he  agrees  with  himself,  and  how  far  he 
a^ees  with  probabilities.  As  he  is  the  principal 
witness  against  Captain  Elliott,  he  will  receive  a  par- 
ticular examination.  The  reader  will  remember  that 
in  noticing  the  other  witnesses,  we  have  attempted  to 
refute  them  by  showing  contradictions  between  them 
and  Commodore  Perry ;  and  if  we  now  refiite  Com- 
modore Perry,  shall  we  not  thereby  restore  their  cre- 
dibility? By  no  means ;  for  laying  the  testimony  of 
Commodore  Perry  entirely  out  of  tne  case,  their  tes- 
timony is  destroyed  by  their  contradictions  of  them- 
selves and  of  each  other^  Besides;  disagreement  be- 
tween two  witnesses,  or  sets  of  witnesses,  while  it 
shows  that  one  of  them  must  be  wrong,  does  not  show 
that  the  other  is  right.  The  other  may  be  wronff 
also.  Both  cannot  be  right;  one  nmst  be,  and  both 
may  be,  wrong.  Should  they  all  agree,  their  testi- 
mony would  not  therefore  be  conclusive,  for  agree- 
ment may  result  from  concert.  But  should  they  dis- 
s^ee  upon  an  essential  point,  this  disagreement  de- 
monstrates that  all  of  them  cannot  be  reued  on ;  and 
if  it  be  impossible  to  decide  which  of  them  is  in  error, 
the  whole  of  them  must  be  rejected  for  uncertainty. 
Commodore  Perry  disagrees  with  his  own  witnesses, 
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and  he  or  they  must  therefore  be  wrong.  They  dis- 
agree among  themselves ;  and  it  being  impossiUe  to 
decide  which  of  them  is  right,  they  are  all  to  be  re- 
jected as  wrong.  They  being  thus  disposed  of,  it 
does  not  follow  that  Commodore  Perry  is  right,  and 
if  he  be  confuted  also,  his  conftitation  cannot  restore 
them.  He  may  aid  in  confuting;  not  because  his 
own  testimony  is  correct,  but  because  it  adds  to  the 
chain  of  disagreements  by  which  they  are  confuted. 
He  then  stands  upon  separate  ground,  and  should  re- 
ceive a  careful  and  candid  examination. 

The  first  document  furnished  by  him  is  his  official 
report,*  and  the  first  point  that  presents  itself  against 
this,  is  its  myisteriousness,  its  want  of  clearness  and 
distinctness  in  detail.  A  careful  reader  of  this  report 
is  almost  irresistibly  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
whole  story  has  not  been  told ;  that  some  facts  have 
been  forgotten  or  suppressed.  In  a  battle  where  the 
number  of  ships  is  small,  the  plan  of  attack  simple, 
the  movements  neither  numerous  nor  complicated, 
and  the  whole  field  of  action  within  the  compass 
of  vision  of  a  single  eye,  the  commander,  if  competent 
to  and  mindful  of  his  duties,  must  witness  every  im- 
portant feet  that  transpires.  In  the  official  report  of 
such  a  battle,  though  a  reader  may  not  expect  a  de- 
scription of  all  the  details,  yet  he  wiU  expect  clearness, 
precision  and  accuracy  in  what  are  described.  He 
will  expect  no  confusion  about  time,  place  or  event. 
He  will  expect  that  events  will  be  described  in  the 
order  of  time  in  which  they  occurred,  and  distinctly 
referred  to  their  appropriate  places.  He  will  expect 
everything  to  be  so  described,  that  he  can  follow  the 
narrator,  without  difficulty,  through  a  regular  chain 
of  events,  and  perceive  how  each  happened  in  regular 
succession,  through  the  whole  time  embraced  by  the 
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xumalive*  Wheltier  this  official  rc^rt  ba  thasipnsrr 
eiae  and  acouratej  or  not,  i$  a  que^iou  £br.  the  reader, 
to  decide^ 

The  inquiry  firat  suggested  is,  wh^t  was  Commo- 
dkHiei  Perry^'s  plan  of  attack^  What  it  ought  to  havei 
been  is  mwifest  from  his  own  description  of  the 
eoemy'sf  foree;  and  that  he  knew  the  species  and 
asnount  of  this  force  before  the  battle,  is  what  can 
hardly  ba  questioned.  He  doubtless  knew  that  the 
Delmit  had^an  armament  of  long  guns;  for  to  know 
this,  if  practicable,  was  his  duty,  and  the  means  of 
ajseertaining  it  were  too  numerous  to  leave  any  doubts 
of  its  practicability.  Knowing  this,  he  surely  was 
seaman  enough  to  be  sensible  of  the  enemy's  superi- 
ority at  long  shot,  and  of  the  importance  of  bringing 
him  to  close  action  as  speedily  as  possible.  If,  then,  his 
own  account  be  taken,  he  has  the  alternative,  either 
of  not  perceiving  the  importance  of  this  movement, 
and  therefore  of  wanting  skill,  or  of  purposely  disre 
garding  it,  and  therefore  neglecting  his  duty.  He 
says,  "  Finding  their  fire  very  destructive,  owing  to 
their  long  guns,  and  it  being  mostly  directed  to  the 
Lawrence,  I  made  sail,  and  directed  the  other  vessels 
to  follow,  for  the  purpose  of  closing  with  the  enemy." 
It  seems  then  that  his  making  sail  and  directing 
the  other  vessels  to  follow  for  close  action^  was  in 
consequence  of]  discovering  the  destructive  power  of 
the  enemy's  long  guns;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
cdosing  with  the  enemy  was  not  his  original  plan  of 
s^tack,  but  a  dmiation  from  that  plan,  suggested 
byh  something  occurring  after  the  battle  began. 
What  then  was  the  original  plan?  He  does,  not 
aay;  Could  it  have  been  any  other  than  the  only 
pdaax  which  offered  any  prospect  of  success;  the 
ejily  plan-  which  could  prevent  his  own  ships  from, 
being  diestroyed  in  detail  by  long  guns^  closing  with 
an  possible  speed?    To  aAV(e<  GoHunodore  Perry  from 
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the  imputation  of  total  incompetency  to  tfiis  com- 
mand, or  ffTOss  neglect  of  duty,  imputations  to  which 
he  certaimy  was  not  liable,  it  must  be  admitted  thai 
dose  action  was  his  original  plan  of  attack.  Why. 
thai,  does  he  mention  it  as  an  afterthought,  sugsestea 
by  events  in  the  course  of  the  engagement?  Here  is 
confusion,  obvious  confusion  of  ideas,  which  is  alone 
sufficient  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  this  official  report; 
not  a  doubt  about  his  veracity,  but  about  his  clearness 
of  views  and  accuracy  of  descriptimi.  A  witness 
who  thus  sttumHes  in  the  very  threshold,  whose  very 
first  statement  involves  an  absurdity,  may  as  well 
keep  out  of  the  case.  At  least  he  does  not  give  pro- 
mise of  becoming  very  formidable,  imless  to  his  own 
side. 

Though  he  states  to  a  minute  when  each  squadron 
began  to  fire,  he  does  not  say  when  he  discovered 
this  destructive  power  of  the  enemy's  l<mg  guns;  but 
as  their  fire  was  principally  upon  his  own  ship,  it 
may  be  fairly  presumed  that  he  made  this  discovery 
soon  after  the  fire  commenced.  After  mentioning 
the  order  to  close  with  the  enemy,  he  proceeds: 

"  Every  brace  and  bowline  being  shot  away,  she  became 
unmanageable,  notwithstanding  the  great  exertions  of  the 
sailing-master.  In  this  situation  she  sustained  the  action 
upwards  of  two  hours,  within  canister-shot  distance,  untfl 
every  gun  was  rendered  useless,  and  a  fpreater  part  of  the 
crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  Finding  she  could  no 
longer  annoy  the  enemy,  I  left  her  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Yar- 
nall,  who,  1  was  convinced,  Irom  Uie  bravery  already  dis- 
played by  him,  would  do  what  would  con^iort  witn  the 
honor  of  the  flag.  At  half  past  2,  the  wind  >sprin^ng  up. 
Cant.  Elliott  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel,  the  Niagara, 

gallantly  into  close  action ;  I  immediately  went  on  board  of 
er,  when  he  anticipated  my  wish  by  voitmteering  to  bring 
the  schooners,  which  had  been  kept  astern  by  the  lightness  en 
the  wind,  into  close  action.  It  was  with  ufiapeakable  pain  that 
i  saw,  soon  after  I  got  on  board  the  Niagara,  the  flag  of  the 
Lawrence  come  down,  although  I  was  perfectly  sensible  that 
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she  had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and  that  to  have  contused 
to  make  a  show  of  resistance  would  have  been  a  wanton  sa- 
crifice of  the  remains  of  her  brave  crew.  But  the  enemy  was 
not  able  to  take  possession  of  her,  and  circumstances  soon 
permitted  her  flag  a^^ain  to  be  hoisted.  At  45  minutes  past  2, 
the  si^al  was  made  for  close  action.  The  Niagara  being 
very  little  injured,  I  determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's 
line,  bore  up  and  passed  ahead  of  their  two  ships  and  a  brig, 
giving  a  raking  fire  to  them  from  the  starboard  ^ns,  and  to 
a  lar^e  schooner  and  sloop  from  the  larboard  side,  at  half 
pistol-shot  distance.  The  smaller  vessels  at  this  time  hav- 
ing got  within  grape  and  canister  shot  distance,  under  the 
direction  of  Capt.  Elliott,  and  keeping  up  a  well  directed 
fire,  the  two  ships,  a  brig  and  a  schooner,  surrendered,  a 
schooner  and  a  sloop  making  a  vain  attempt  to  escape." 

What !  Did  the  Lawrence  become  unmanageable 
immediately  after  he  orave  orders  for  close  action,  or 
in  other  words,  immediately  after  the  battle  began  ? 
According  to  the  account,  the  duration  of  the  battle 
W£is  about  three  hours ;  for  at  15  minutes  before  12, 
the  British  began  to  fire;  at  half  past  2,  the  Niagara 
was  brought  into  close  action ;  Commodore  Perry  went 
on  board  of  her  immediately,  i.  e.  at  half  past  2 ;  at 
45  minutes  past  2,  he  gave  the  signal  for  close  action, 
bore  up  and  passed  through  the  British  line,  and  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  surrender,  "instantly,"  according 
to  Lieutenant  Turner,  "in  a  short  time,"  according  to 
Lieutenant  Forrest,  and  "  in  a  few  minutes,"  accord- 
ing to  Lieutenant  Taylor.  Between  15  minutes  be- 
fore 12,  and  "  instantly,"  or  "  a  short  time,"  or  "  a  few 
minutes,"  after  45  minutes  past  2,  the  period  included 
is  about  three  hours.  But  the  Lawrence  became  un- 
manageable before  this  time  elapsed;  for  he  says,  at 
half  past  2,  the  Lawrence  being  no  longer  able  to 
annoy  the  enemy ^  he  determined  to  leave  her,  imme- 
diately went  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  and  saw  the 
fl^g"  of  the  Lawrence  come  down  soon  after  he  got 
on  board.    If  then  the  Lawrence  ceased  to  fire  at 
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half  past  2,  and  struck  uBiaediately  afterwaxda,  <lwo 
hours  and  45  minutes  dapsed  from  the  ooockmenee* 
ment  of  firii^  to  her  fwarreader^  and  i£  shemmtaineA 
the  action  ^ u|Kwia:ds  of  two.hxNvs  with  ^i^ary  brace 
and  .bowline  ^ol  -awiay,"  all  th4s  damage  <mittit  ha9« 
been  tlcaae  in  45  ^nunutes,  and  -as  much  dess  ^as  ris  in* 
eluded  in  the  tersd  upwards.  The  leader  w411  recol* 
lect  that  the  distance  between  the  two  ^eete  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  was  one  aiui  athalf  or 
two  miles,  and  that  the  Lawrence  got  only  within 
canister  distance,  ^r  about  three  fourths  of  a  milei, 
and«there£>re.nuist  hwve  sailed  only  about  thzee  fonxrtbB 
of  a  mile  before  ev^f/  brace  and  hmaUne  was  shot 
away.  But  as  this  damage  was  not  done  by  a  single 
discharge  of  the  eC^my's  guns,  but  by  different  sh^, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this  45  miniitfes,  her 
sailing  must  have  been  impeded  by  damage  fix>m  the 
beginning,  and  continually  so,  until  eSectually  pre- 
vented by  the  destruct^n  of  every  brace  and  bctwUne. 
Consequently  she  must  have  past  over  this  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  very  slowly,  have  occupied  the 
whole  of  the  45  minutes  in  doing  it,  €tnd  therefore 
mu^  have  received  most  or  all  of  tnis  damc^  at  ion^ 
shot.  Is  it  probable  that  so  much  dams^e  was  done 
at  so  great  a  distance,  in  so  little  time  1  Had  aU  the 
long  guns  of  the  enens^  he^i  directed  to  the  raging 
of,  the  Lawrence,  which  was  not  the  feet,  could  th^ 
have  ^o  laffectually  demolished  it  in  45  madBUtes,  or 
less,  at  a  diat£mce  of  from  three  fourths  le  one  Bnd  a 
half  or  two  miles  ?  The  rhistcury  ef  nftVial  wmfs^re 
•exhibits  few  such  ex^nples. 

But  admitting  this  toemendous  dfi8pa;idk4>n\the  psfft 
of  4he  ^nemy,  what  shouUl  the  reader  expect  rafter- 
wards?  With  e^ery  brace  and  howliike«hot  away, 
and  ccoopletely  unma&s^feable,  ithe  Lawarenee  «till 
sustains  the  ac^em  ^(pwards  of  two  howrs  ^wMAa  oa- 
msier^hot  distance. f  And  as  no  rigging  remasiied 
7* 
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to  fire  at,  this  fire  of  two  hours  and  upwards  must 
have  been  eiimed  at  her  hull.  If  then  the  enemy 
were  able  to  demolish  her  rigging  in  46  minutes  or 
less,  at  long  shot,  what  must  they  have  done  with 
her  hull  in  two  hours  and  upwards,  within  canister 
distance?  Either  their  aim  must  have  declined  in 
accuracy,  and  their  shot  in  force,  as  their  mark  ap- 
proached, or  the  Lawrence  must  have  been  sunk,  or 
torn  into  splinters ! 

Again :  He  says  the  Lawrence  sustained  the  ac- 
tion, within  canister  distance  upwards  of  two  hours. 
As  canister  distance  is  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  and  as 
the  fleets  were  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  each 
other  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  Law- 
rence passed  only  one  half  of  this  distance  before 
every  brace  and  bowline  was  shot  away,  and  conti- 
nued precisely  at  this  distance  for  upwards  of  two 
hours  afterwards.  She  must  then  have  remained 
stationary,  or  have  moved  onward  with  the  same  ve- 
locity as  the  enemy's  ships,  with  their  sails  and  rig- 
ging still  in  manageable  condition.  If  she  moved 
onwards,  it  must  have  been  by  drifting,  as  her  sails 
were  unmanageable.  The  enemy,  though  to  leeward, 
with  their  sails  in  manageable  condition,  which  must 
be  presumed  till  the  contrary  be  shown,  had  the 
power  of  keeping  up  and  permitting  the  Lawrence  to 
approach,  or  of  moving  onward  at  a  distance  of  their 
own  choosing.  If  they  had  been  disposed  to  keep 
up,  the  Lawrence  could  not  have  continued  upwards 
of  two  hours  at  canister  distance  ;  for  as  the  wind, 
according  to  Lieutenant  Yamall,  was  sujQScient  to 
propel  a  vessel  two  knots,  which  means  two  miles  in 
an  hour,  and  as,  according  to  Lieutenant  Holdup  Ste- 
vens, the  wind  was  a  leering  wind,  its  action  upon 
her  hull  atone  would  have  driven  her  forward,  and 
continually  nearer.  If  they  were  disposed  to  keep  at 
their  own  distance,  they  would  have  chosen  a  distance 
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beyond  the  reach  of  her  short  guns,  and  near  enough 
to  reach  her  with  their  long  guns ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose, canister  distance  was  too  near.  She  could  not 
then  have  continued  upwards  of  two  hours  within 
canister  distance,  unless  both  remained  stationary, 
which  wa^  impossible^  or  unless  they,  with  the  power 
of  choosing  thdr  distance,  while  she  was  unmanage- 
able, chose  a  distance  the  worst  for  themselves  and 
the  best  for  her,  which  is  improbable.  But  if  the 
Lawrence  and  the  enemy  did  remain  stationary  up- 
wards of  two  hours,  at  canister  distance,  where  were 
the  other  ships  of  our  squadron  during  this  period? 
They  could  not  ha\re  passed  the  Lawrence ;  for  if 
they  had,  the  enemy  could  not  have  fired  at  her  up- 
wards of  two  hours,  unless  through  their  sides,  or 
over  her  mast-heads ;  and  their  directing  their  whole 
fire  to  her  and  overlooking  nearer  ships,  is  too  extra- 
ordinary to  be  supposed.  If  then  the  other  ships 
remained  astern  of  her  during  these  two  hours  and 
upwards,  and  their  distance  from  the  enemy  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action  was  one  and  a  half  miles, 
they  must  have  occupied  upwards  of  two  hours  in 
sailing  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  and  remained  station- 
ary afterwards.  But  this  supposition  is  inadmissible ; 
for  being  little  injured  in  sails  and  rigging,  having  a 
leading  wind  of  two  knots,  and  all  but  the  Niagara, 
according  to  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses,  making 
all  possible  eflforts  to  advance,  they  must  have  sailed, 
during  these  two  hours,  not  less  than  four  miles. 
The  enemy  likewise  must  have  sailed  not  less  than 
three  miles  during  the  same  period,  as  the  action  began 
with  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  and  ended 
with  close  action,  or  about  360  yards.  The  other 
ships  must  then  have  left  the  Lawrence  astern ;  for 
they  could  sail  faster  with  their  sails  in  good  condi- 
tion, than  she  could  drift  with  no  sails  at  all,.  The 
courses  of  the  squadron  in  relation  to  each  other 


60  litffdS  OF  COM.  ELLMr^. 

would  not  bswe  s^Sacted  <dik  lesuit.  fiad  ^ouisrbeali 
beariug  dmtm  ibefbie  the  wind,  end  the  British  stand- 
ing offio  piievent  a  nearer  ^pro«;h,  or  keeping  up 
do  dose,  ihe  lAWretice  vrotild  have  been  outetadpped 
by  Sub  other  fthips.  But  our  squadron  uras  not  deor- 
"197^  4owm.  The  two  squadrons  wsne  ^vaucing  in 
|)8^altel  Unes,  oblique  to  the  wind,  continually  chan^- 
jmg  both  their  actual  and  their  relative  portion ;  theur 
actual  by  continually  moving  cmward  from  the  south- 
east to  the  southwest  shore  of  the  Lake,  smd  their 
relative  by  continually  approaching  eadi  other,  the 
iMstanoe  between  the  two  parallel  lines  which  they 
described,  continually  diminishing  from  the  American 
side.  The  wind  being  equal  to  two  loiots,  the  two 
fleets  must  have  advanced  four  miles  in  a  southwest- 
erly direction  in  these  two  hours ;  and  unless  the 
Lawrence  could  drift  as  fast  as  they  could  sail,  she 
nmst  have  been  left  astern.  This  part  of  Commo- 
cbre  Perry's  report  cannot  then  be  correct^  for  the 
Lawrence,  with  every  brace  and  bowline  shot  away, 
and  rendered  completely  unmanageable,  could  not 
have  sustained  the  action  upwards  of  two  hours, 
within  canister  shot  distance. 

After  mentioning  the  striking  of  the  Lawrence,  he 
says  that "  circumstances  soon  permitted  her  flag  ag^ 
to  be  hoisted."  What  were  ttiese  circumstances?  Why 
are  they  not  described,  or  at  least  alluded  to?  What ! 
After  his  own  ship  had  been  disabled,  abandoned  by 
himselfi  and  surrendered  by  his  officers,  could  the 
enemy  have  been  prevented  from  taking  possessicm 
of  her,  and  could  ter  flag  have  been  hoisted  again, 
without  the  ii^^erposition  of  something  extraordinaty? 
And  was  an  event  so  extraordinary,  jweventing  some- 
thing so  important  as  the  capture  of  the  commander's 
ship,  too  insignificant  to  be  noticed  in  the  official  re- 
port? ,An  omission  so  ^straordinary  casts  atshade 
of  mystery  upon  this  report,  well  fitted  to  impair  the 
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reader's  confidence  in  its  accuracy.  These  "circum- 
stances" will  be  explained  in  due  time,  and  will 
show  conclusively  to  whom  the  country  is  mainly  in- 
debted for  the  honor  of  that  victory. 

He  says  that  at  46  minutes  past  2,  the  signal  was 
given  for  close  action.  He  had  previously  said  that 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  he  had  made  sail 
and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing,  in  consequence  of  finding  the  ene- 
my's long  guns  very  destructive.  How  could  he  di- 
rect the  other  vessels  to  follow,  excepting  by  signal? 
And  what  could  that  signal  be,  excepting  the  signal 
for  close  action?  Only  three  modes  of  communica- 
tion among  ships  of  war  under  sail  are  now,  or  were 
then  in  use,  viz.  by  signal,  by  trumpet,  and  by  boat. 
Signals,  being  the  most  expeditious,  are  always  used 
for  communicating  what  may  be  called  general  ot*- 
ders,  the  meaning  of  which  does  not  change,  and 
which,  therefore,  can  always  be  expressed  by  conven- 
tional signs;  such  as  orders  to  sail,  to  ca^  anchor,  to 
follow,  to  stand  off,  to  Jire,  to  cease  firing,  to  come 
to  close  action.  Particular  orders,  suggested  by  the 
exigency  of  the  moment,  cannot  be  communicated  by 
such  conventional  signs,  because,  the  epgency  not 
being  foreseen,  the  signs  cannot  be  agreed  upon. 
Such  must  be  lefl:  to  the  trumpet  when  the  ships  are 
sufliciently  near,  and  to  a  messenger  in  a  boat  when 
they  are  not.  He  says  that  he  directed  the  other 
ships  to  follow  for  the  purpose  of  closing.  If  the 
purpose  of  following  be  not  revealed,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  make  two  signals,  one  to  follow,  the  other 
for  close  action.  If  the  purpose  were  revealed,  the 
signal  would  be  simply  the  signal  for  close  action.  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  Commodore  Perry,  who 
doubtless  wished  to  be  sufficiently  aided  by  the  other 
ships,  and  who  was  bound  by  duty  to  make  the  most 
efficient  arrangements,  would  give  orders  and  leave  the 
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feraaas  orAsred  to  gttess  his  objeot.  Neither  is  it  to  ]» 
snppcned  thai  he  -would  commit  the  awkward  misfaJce 
of  making  two  signals  when  one  -would  be  sufficient 
It  is  then  to  be  presumed  that  he  gave  distinct  andinr 
telligible  orders,  and  therefore  that  in  directing  ^the 
other  ships  to  follow^  te  simply  made  the  signal  fer 
close  ciction.  He  afterwards  says  that  at  half  past  &, 
Oaptain  EUliott  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel  into 
close  action,  wiiich  confirms  the  supposition  hete 
made  about  thk  signal;  for  as  Captain  EUiott  was 
under  the  orders  of  the  Commodore,  how  got  he  into 
close  action  at  half  past  2,  without  some  previous  or- 
der to  that  effect?  Yet  he  says  that  at  45  minutes 
past  2,  the  signal  was  made  for  close  acticm,  whicbi 
obviously  implies  that  no  such  signal  had  been  meule' 
before.  Here  is  a  downright  self  contradiction ;  and 
Conmiodore  Perry  must  t^e  the  alternative,  either  of 
having  given  no  such  signal  before  46  minutes  past 
2,  and  of  leaving  Captain  Elliott  to  his  own  discretimi, 
or  of  committing  the  awkward,  unmilitary,  unsea- 
manlike  mistake  of  giving  ^  signal  for  close  acition 
when  his  ships  -were  alreaay  in  dose  action. 

He  says  tl^t  Captain  Elliott  ^^anticipated  his  wish 
hy  vohmtefring  to  bring  the  schoonerSy  which  had 
been  kept  astern  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  into 
close  action, "  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  expres- 
sion ?  That  Captain  Elliott  first  proposed  this  move- 
ment? If  so,  and  it  were  a  decisive  movement,  then 
^Captain  Elliott,  and  not  Commodore  Perry,  gained 
this  victory.  Such  must  be  4ais  meaning,  the  expres- 
man  being  susceptible  of  no  other ;  for  to  anticipate 
m  wish,  is  to  undertake  ite  gratification  before  the  par- 
ly wishing  can  communicate  it  If  Commodore  Per- 
(ty  wished  the  gun  boats  to  be  brought  up,  how  should 
Captain  Elliott  know  such  wish  without  hearing  or 
seeing  it  expressed?  It  is  not  a  wirfi  of  which  one 
can  have  an  intuitive  knowledge;  and  if  Captain  El- 
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liottr  undertook  to  do  this  before  Cbnimod&re  Perry 
could  express  his  wish  for  it,  though  the  propositiow 
might  be  in  the  mind  of  Commodore  Pferry,  it  is  still' 
original  witii  Captain  Elliott.  This  is  an  imfxntant 
admission ;  for  it  shows  that  this  cowardhf  Captain 
Elliott  had  still  self  possession  enough  to  ^nk  of  a? 
movement,  which,  in  the  existing  doubtfiil  state  of 
affairs,  was  of  the  utmost  conseqiience..  Why  did 
not  Commodore  Perry  think  of  this'?  The  Lawrence 
being  disabled,  and  the  gun  boats  too  distant  to  ren- 
der efficient  aid,  the  necessity  of  bringing  them  up  was^ 
certainly  too  obvious  to  be  overlooked  by  a  cool  and^ 
clear  headied  commander,  prompt  and  fertile  in  expe- 
dients. Commodore  Perry  ought  to  have  said  to 
Captain  Elliott  on  boarding  the  Niagara,  "Sir,  my 
vessel  is  disabled,  but  the  victory  is  not  yet  hopeless; 
we  must  now  bring  all  our  force  to  close  action;  go 
and  bring  up  the  small  vessels,  while  I  take  chai^ 
of  your  battery."  This  would  have  shown  the  cool 
self  possession  and  determination  of  an  accomplished 
commander,  preserving  to  the  last  his  confidence 
in  victory,  and  doing  every  thing  to  sustain  the 
confidence  of  those  under  him;  But  his  being  anti- 
cipated by  Captain  Elliott  shows  either  that  he  knew 
not  what  to  do,  and  had  come  to  no  determination,  or 
that  he  was  so  slow  and  hesitating  in  expressing  his 
determination,  as  might  lead  those  present  to  suspect?^ 
his  firmness.  And  is  this  a  guise  for  a  commander  to 
appear  in  before  his  officers  and  men;  in  a  moment  of 
difficulty  ?  Shall  the  eye  to  which  all  present  appeal 
for  confidence  when  clouds  are  gathering,  feelihg 
cheered  or  depressed  according  to  their  interpretation^ 
of  its  glances,  quail  with  doubt  or  apprehensiim  ?  If 
Commodore  Perry  did  not  indicate  an  important 
naoveriient,  and  Captain  Elliott  didj  it' shows  iJiat  the" 
latter  was  the  most  efficient  of  the  two  in  trying  cir- 
cumstances. 
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In  complimenting  the  officers  who  had  distin- 
guished themselves,  he  speaks  thus  of  Mr.  Magrath: 
"  Captain  Elliott  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  Mr. 
Magrath,  purser,  who  had  been  dispatched  in  a  boat 
on  service  previous  to  my  getting  on  board  the  Ni- 
agara." As  this  officer  belonged  to  the  Niagara,  and 
went  upon  this  service  before  Commodore  Perry 
boarded  her,  he  must  have  acted  under  the  orders  of 
Captain  Elliott.  Any  service  which,  at  such  a  time, 
required  an  officer  to  be  sent  away  in  an  open  boat, 
must  indeed  have  been  extraordinary,  and  the  occa- 
sion of  it  very  pressing;  and  if  such  extraordinary 
service  were  well  pertormed,  justice  to  such  officer 
would  require  it  to  be  described,  to  enable  the  public 
to  appreciate  his  merits.  What  then  was  this  ser- 
vice? Why  was  it  not  particularly  mentioned,  in- 
stead of  being  glanced  at  in  a  manner  so  careless,  or 
sp  mysterious?  If  the  service  were  needless  or  frivo- 
lous. Captain  Elliott  did  wrong  in  sending  him  upon 
it,  and  should  have  been  censured.  If  it  were  im- 
portant and  well  performed,  it  should  have  been  par- 
ticularly described,  and  due  credit  should  have  been 
given  to  Mr.  Magrath.  This  matter  implies  some- 
thing more  than  meets  the  eye.  It  shall  be  explained 
hereafter;  and  the  public  can  then  judge  whether 
Captain  Elliott,  in  this  battle,  evinced  any  want  of 
activity. 

Of  Captain  Elliott  he  holds  the  following  language: 
"  Of  Captain  Elliott,  already  so  well  known  to  the 
government,  it  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  speak. 
ti  this  action  he  evinced  his  characteristic  bravery 
and  judgment;  and,  since  the  close  of  the  action,  has 
riven  me  the  most  able  and  essential  assistance." 
This  language  is  conclusive.  It  shows,  either  that 
the  tale  of  his  drawing  an  official  report  that  would 
screen  Captain  Elliott  from  censure,  is  entirely  des- 
titute of  foundation,  or  that,  for  the  purpose  of  screen- 
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ing  faim,  he  deliberately  coined  an  unndoeimrgr  Uia^ 
h(>od.    Had  he  believed  that  Captain  Elliott  misbor 
haved,  and  still  wished  to  protect  him,  he  might  hayo 
mentioned  him  by  some  vague  generalities  that  would 
not  commit  himself  to  a  positive  and  definite  miaro* 
presentation.    He  might  have  sdid  that  Caj^ain  EUiott 
behaved  well;  or,  what  would  be  better  for  such 
purpose,  he  might  merely  have  said  a  part  only  of  what 
he  did  say.    He  might  merely  have  said,  "  Of  Capr 
tain  Elliott,  already  so  well  known  to  the  govemmenti 
it  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  speak.''    Had  h^ 
stopped  here,,  no  inference  unfavorable  to  Captain 
Elliott  could  have  been  drawn  from  the  report;  for, 
though  the  remark  expressed  no  direct  praise,  it  wa9 
still  open  to  a  complimentary  construction,  and  c^- 
tainly  implied  no  censure.     Of  all  ways  of  escaping 
from  an  embarrassing  difficulty,  it  would  have  beeii 
that  which  required  the  least  deviation  from  truth| 
tfie  least  wear  and  tear  of  conscience.     But  he  goes 
much  further,  and  bestows  direct  and  definite  prais^ 
upon  Captain  Elliott  for  a  particular  species  of  good 
behavior.     He  commends  him  for  his  judgment 
and  speaks  of  this,  not  as  something  which  Captain 
Elliott  had  evinced  for  the  first  time  in  that  bfittle^ 
but  as  something  which  the  commander  had  be9g4 
of  or  witnessed  before.    He  calls  this  judgnient  chifr 
racteristici  and,  by  so  doing,  neceasar^y  implies  Ihat 
he  had  particular  reasons  for  being  tbanl$£|l  to  Cap- 
tain Elliott  for  a  partiofubur  quatity  wbieh  lie  i^ 
shown  more  than  once.    Now  if  he  ^  ^^  b^Up^ 
what  he  here  necessarily  implies,  he  uttered  a  wilfiil 
and  needless  misrepresentation.    He  also  mentions 
Captain  Elliott's  bravery;  and  yet  the  charge  which 
most  or  all  of  his  witnesses  are  called  to  prove,  is 
Captain  Elliott's  cowardice!    Did  he  believe,  when 
writing  this  report,  that  Captain  Elliott  was  a  cow- 
ard?   That  all  the  officers  of  the  fleet  were  apprised 
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of  it  themselves,  and  knew  that  he  was  apprised  of 
it?  In  what  light  then  was  he  exhibiting  himself 
to  his  own  officers?  In  that  of  wilfiiUy  aeceiving 
the  government  and  the  country,  and  of  suborning 
his  officers  to  participate  in  the  deceit,  for  the  unlaw- 
ful purpose  of  screening  a  guilty  officer  from  just 
punishment!  Is  it  possible  9iat  Commodore  Perry 
would  perpetrate  such  a  deed!  That  he  would  dare 
to  show  himself  in  this  light  to  men  under  his  com- 
mand! What  future  authority  could  he  expect  to 
exert  over  them,  after  thus  putting  himself  in  their 
power?  Could  he  expect  from  them  that  respectful 
obedience  which  men  of  honor  in  subordinate  mili- 
tary stations  are  gratified  in  paying  to  men  of  honor 
above  them,  but  which  they  never  pay  to  the  un- 
worthy and  dishonorable?  If  he  beUeved  his  offi- 
cers to  be  honorable  men,  would  he  dare  to  insult 
them  by  such  propositions?  Though  military  dis- 
cipline might  restrain  the  finger  of  scorn  firom  being 
pointed,  it  could  not  restrain  the  contemptuous  glances 
that  would  be  cast  upon  him  by  every  officer  of  the 
fleet!  No!  he  could  not  have  been  so  base!  The 
supposition  is  an  outrage  upon  his  memory;  and 
nothing  can  save  the  memory  of  that  departed  hero 
from  infemy,  but  the  supposition  that,  in  compliment- 
ing Captain  Elliott,  he  beUeved  what  he  wrote. 

Such  is  Commodore  Perry's  official  report.  It  is 
replete  with  contradictions  and  absurdities;  and  who- 
ever beUeves  in  its  accuracy  of  detail,  must  believe 
what  is  impossible. 
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CHAPTER  y. 


Battle  of  Lake  Brie.    Oommodore  Peny'a  letter  to  the  BeerelUf  of  Hm  NcfT 
and  his  charges  agidnst  Captain  ElUott 

The  next  documents  furnished  by  Commodore 
Perry,  are  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  charges  enclosed.*  At  the  close,  they  are 
dated  "August  8,  1818."  The  first  reflectbn  that 
must  occur  to  every  reader  is,  why  were  charges 
preferred  so  long  after  the  imputed  offence  ?  Why 
were  five  years  suffered  to  elapse,  before  Commodore 
Perry  thought  fit  to  discharge  a  very  important  duty 
to  his  country?  The  battle  of  Lake  Erie  was  an 
event  of  signal  service  to  the  nation ;  for  by  securing 
the  command  of  the  Lake,  it  enabled  the  army  to  se- 
cure the  northern  and  northwestern  fi^ontier.  Had 
this  squadron  been  captured,  it  is  not  extravagant  to 
suppose  that  the  squadron  upon  Lake  Ontario  would 
have  fallen  in  turn ;  for  the  British  would  have  been 
able  to  transfer  all  their  seamen  and  naval  ofilcers 
and  guns,  and  every  captured  gun,  to  Lake  Ontario, 
to  have  manned  every  thing  that  could  float  with  a 
gun  on  board,  and  thus  to  have  presented  a  naval 
force  before  which  that  of  Commodore  Chauncey 
must  inevitably  have  feUen.  Nor  is  this  all.  A  na- 
val victory  on  Lake  Ontario  would  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  command  of  Lake  Ghamplain.  Our 
land  forces  would  then  have  been  driven  back,  and 
the  whole  northern  firontier  would  have  been  defence- 
less.   Then  the  enemy,  with  a  powerful  army  at  the 

*  See  Appendix  O. 
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North,  a  powerful  fleet  off  the  Southern  coast,  and 
encouraged  by  the  factious  proceedings  of  the  poU- 
tical  party  then  and  now  dominant  in  Massachusetts, 
might  have  been  in  possession  of  Albany,  and  even 
New  York,  on  the  one  side,  and  Baltimore,  and  of 
course  Washington,  ott  the  oflhet.  All  this  might 
have  resulted  from  the  loss  of  the  fleet  on  Lake  Erie ; 
and  if  Commodore  Perry  and  his  witnesses  are  to  be 
believed,  or  if  reiknce  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  accu- 
racy of  their  statements,  that  fleet  was  all  but  lost 
throu^  the  misoonduct  of  Captain  Elliott.  Was 
xmsGondoct  that  might  have  led  to  results  so  disas- 
larous,  refeult®  that  Commodore  Perry  could  not  have 
dverlac^»d,  to  be  sheltered  from  condign  andexemplary 
pojaishment  ?  Was  an  oflScer  whose  cowardice  or 
treason,  or  both^  had  nearly  mined  his  country,  a 
proper  object  of  praise  in  an  official  report  ?  Was 
every  officer  of  the  fleet  who  performed  his  duty,  and 
who  must  have  known  that  instead  of  victory,  he 
had  almost  me^  defeat,  to  be  insuhed  by  praise  thus 
undeservedly,  thus  falsely  bestowed  upon  the  guilty  ? 
Was  the  country  to  be  deceived  into  nursing  in  its 
bosom  a  serpent,  at  the  hai^rd  ot  losing  its  fl^ts  and 
armies  through  future  cowardice  or  treachery  1  Was 
a  coward  ot  a  traitor  to  be  permitted  to  retain  his 
sword,  and  to  keep  out  beitter  men  from  a  place  for 
which  he  had  proved  himself  unworthy  ?  And  yet 
a  Commodore  Perry  is  to  be  believed  in  his  chai^ies, 
a  coward  and  a  traitor  was  protected,  a  host  of  gallant 
officers  and  men  were  insulted,  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  the  country,  and  the  country  itself,  were  imposed 
upon  by  A  FALSE  REPORT !  Such  must  be  the 
r^ections  of  every  considerate  reader  of  these  charges* 
And  such  were  Commodore  Perry's  reflections  when 
iiidicting  th^n ;  for  by  (Bering  an  explanation  in  his 
teHer  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  confesses  that 
he  felt  the  necessity  of  accounting  for  the  delay. 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT.  W 

Well  mi^ht  he  believe  tiiat  a  substantia]  reason  would 
be  required  for  his  neglecting,  for  five  long  veara, 
to  bring  to  justice  the  miscreant  who  had  almost, 
and  regretted  that  he  had  not  quite — sacrificed  his 
country! 

In  explanation  of  this  delay,  Commodore  Perry 
offers  the  following  reasons ;  1st,  He  felt  no  dispo- 
sition rigidly  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  anjr  of 
the  officers  of  the  fleet ;  2d,  He  would  not  allow  mm- 
self  to  believe  that  an  officer  who  had  conducted  well 
oh  a  former  occasion,  could  be  guilty  of  cowardice  or 
treachery ;  3d,  Captain  Elliott  endeavored,  after  the 
battle,  to  conciliate  protection;  4th,  Commodore 
Perry  desired  that  harmony  might  prevail  in  the 
fleet,  and  that  nothing  might  transpire  which  might 
brin^  reproach  upon  any  part  of  it,  or  convert  into 
crimination  the  praises  to  which  they  were  entitled, 
and  which  he  wished  them  all  to  share ;  5th,  If  he 
omitted  to  name  Captain  Elliott,  or  named  him  with- 
out credit,  be  mi^t  not  only  ruin  that  officer,  but 
give  occasion  to  animadversions  which,  at  that  period, 
would  be  little  to  the  honor  or  advantage  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

These  reasons  shall  be  separately  and  carefiilly 
examine.  First,  He  felt  no  disposUum  rigidly  to 
examine  the  condtict  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
fleet.  Of  all  kinds  of  government,  militai;y  discipline 
is  necessarily  the  most  severe.  In  military  operations, 
there  must  be  a  head,  a  controlling  mind;  and 
prompt,  implicit  obedience,  admitting  no  dday,  no 
parley,  no  question,  no  expression  of  doubt  or  reluc- 
tance, is  therefore  indispensable.  To  insure  this  obe- 
dience, every  subordinate  must  be  held  continually 
under  the  impression  that  his  conduct. is  narrowly 
watched  and  faithfully  recorded,  and  that  for  every 
movement,  and  every  moment  of  time,  he  must  ren- 
der a  fiill  and  exact  account.  The  commander  is 
8* 
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fti^Bponsible  for  all  under  his  authority,  and  to  meei 
sach  respon^mity,  he  must  be  implicitly  obeyed. 
Henod)  idienever  any  military  servioe  is  ^rforaiedi 
the  commander  is  required  to  render  a  mithlul  ac- 
count of  it  to  his  own  superiors,  to  applaud  those  who 
tehaVe  well,  as  objects  of  ftiture  consideration  and 
preferment,  and  to  report  those  who  behave  ill,  as  ob- 
noxious to  censure  or  punishment.  No  fleet  or  aany 
ever  did  or  ever  can  long  exist  under  any  oth^  organ- 
ization. 

Chi  the  subject  of  puni^ment,  military  government 
is,  from  necessity,  unrelaitinj^y  strict.  The  conse- 
quences of  a  slight  misdemeanor  may  be  disastrous^ 
ruinous,  not  merely  to  a  fleet  or  an  army,  but  to  a 
nation ;  and  to  prevent  such  tremendous  occurrences, 
itte  poiky  of  all  civilized  nations  has  concurred  in 
visiting  the  ^ilty  with  prompt  Mid  unsparing  retri- 
bution. It  IS  not  to  be  supposed  that  Commodore 
Perry  was  ignorant  of  such  usages,  or  expected  to 
command  tte  fleet  on  Lake  Erie  upon  any  other 
principles.  It  was  therefore  his  duty,  as  he  well 
knew,  to  inquire  rigidly  into  the  conduct  of  every 
officer  of  the  fleet,  and  to  report  that  conduct  faith- 
fully to  his  superiors.  He  was  invested  with  this 
command,  not  for  his  own  honor  or  interest,  but  for 
that  «f  his  oounHy ;  and  u;:.st  have  been  sensible  that 
he  coald  not  fidthfuUy  execute  his  high  trust,  or 
fender  a  faithful  account  of  his  steward^ip,  by  ne- 
ifkx^tJUg  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  those  for  whom 
he  was  reqx)nsible,  or  by  rendering  false  accounts 
for  the  piirpo^  of  screening  the  guilty.  To  say  then 
^tist  he  *^  foh  BO  disposition  rigidly  to  examine  into  the 
«6MhHCtof  any  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet,"  is  to  say 
4ibnt  ^  fek  x»  AksposiHion  to  perform  his  duty  to  his 
^SOTntry'w 

His  second  reason  is  ihat  he  would  not  allow  bim- 
-^self  >to  believe  that  an  officer  who  had  conducted  well 
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QUaArmerocoaflioii)  oould  poesfUf  begtukycf  cow- 
Bfdtoe  or  tresohery.  Efere  aguu  fais  diStj  vns  pLaki, 
He  was  iDomid  to  report  £iote,  not  opimons ;  and  if 
!&e  &ots  vrere  oleariy  asoertained,  the  preyious  coxh 
<cbiot  ^rf*  Captem  Iffllkitt  eould  not  affect  tkesL  Com- 
itiodore  Peiny  was  bound  to  report  to  the  Navy  Be- 
partment  vrbaJt  did  happen,  and  not  what  he  sup- 
posed, upon  his  own  views  of  Captain  EUiott's  dm- 
racter  and  previous  oofiduct,  might  have  happened. 
His  owm  ship  was  lost,  Captain  ^lioCt  did  or  did  not 
behave  improqperiy,  and  the  loss  did  or  did  not  oc- 
cor  through  such  misisehavior.  If  then  he  knew 
tiiftt  Oaptam  Elliott  misbehaved,  he  mui^  have  known 
that  any  former  gallantry  could  not  lessen  sudi  a^- 
1}ehavior.  The  case  of  Captain  Elliott  in  the  faatde 
of  Lake  Erie  rested  upon  its  own  merits,  and  had  no 
<3onoera  with  the  case  of  Tieut^iant  EUiait  in  cap- 
turing the  Detroit  and  Caledonia  twdve  months  pre- 
viou^y.  Instead  of  not  permi<(^ing  hftmself  to  believe 
that  an  of&oer  who  had  conducted  well  iipon  a  for- 
mer  occasion,  oould  possiMy  be  guilty  of  cowardice 
or  treachery  upon  another'  occasicHi,  he  should  &ot 
have  permitted  his  opinions  derived  from  the  fornix 
to  interfere  with  a  mithfdl  statement  nf  ^e  fiicts  in 
the  latter^  The  amount  of  this  reason  is  that  mis- 
cond»ct  which  might  have  been  disastrous  to  ithe 
country  nmst  be  concealed,  and  the  comtj^y  and  its 
government  imposed  upon  hy  an  erroneous  stalem^it, 
because  the  guilty  party  had,  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, twelve  months  before,  cosiducted  "well.  If  sijch 
wece  Oommodore  Perry's  views  «if  public  dixty,  lit  is 
fortunaite  for  the  coimtry  that  they  were  tnot  prova- 
lem. 

The  third  reason  is  that  after  the  balde,  Captein 
Ettiott  endeavored  to  comciliale  pMxIeotiefL  He  oer- 
^^itnly  needed  protection,  if  he  ^conducted  in  a  man- 
ner ^that  iiearly  indniced  the  loss  of  the  fleet    Butdid 
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he  deserve  it  ?  And  was  Commodore  Perry  seduced 
by  such  endeavors,  to  screen  firom  just  punishment 
the  perpetrator  of  a  crime  so  heinous  ?  Admitting 
these  endeavors  to  concihate  protection,  which  woula 
prove  that  Captain  EUUott  thou^t  more  of  his  own 
safety  than  that  of  his  country,  does  not  the  ready 
yielding  to  them  by  Commodore  Perry  prove  that  he 
was  equally  deficient  in  patriotism  ?  According  to 
Commodore  Peny,  these  endeavors  were  lamenta- 
tions over  his  unfortunate  situation,  and  readiness  to 
perform  the  minutest  services  ! !  And  so  because  a 
captain  of  the  navy  who  had  been  guilty  of  coward- 
ice or  treachery  that  might  have  ruined  his  country, 
and  was  desirous  of  avoiding  a  halter,  was  willing, 
in  order  to  escape  it,  to  utter  unmanly  whinings  and 
do  the  duty  of  a  corporal  of  marin^  he  was  to  be 
applauded  as  a  brave  and  &ithful  officer,  and  the 
country  to  be  imposed  upon  by  an  erroneous  account 
of  a  battle ! !    Admirable  logic ! 

The  fourth  reason  is,  he  "desired  that  harmony 
might  prevail  in  the  fleet,  and  that  nothing  might 
transpire  which  might  brmg  reproach  upon  any  part 
of  it,  or  convert  into  crimination  the  praises  to  which 
they  were  entitled,  and  which  he  wished  them  all  to 
share."  The  most  obvious  objection  against  this  rea- 
son is  its  inconsistency.  Did  he  suppose  that  the 
most  effectual  mode  of  producing  harmony  in  the 
fleet  was  to  confound  the  innocent  with  the  guilty? 
the  brave  with  the  cowardly?  the  hero  with  the  cra- 
ven? the  patriot  with  the  traitor?  Did  he  suppose 
that  meritorious  officers,  then  writhing  under  wounds 
received  in  gallant  efforts  for  their  country,  would  be 
content  to  witness  a  coward  or  a  traitor  reported  to 
their  government  as  deserving  particular  applause 
for  his  bravery  and  judgment?  Strange  indeed  must 
have  been  his  views  of  military  honor,  to  suppose 
that  officers  at  all  sensitive  alxmt  it,  would  quietly 
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submit  to  this  confounding  of  aUdistinctions!  Strange 
iiHleed  most  have  been  his  views  of  the  human  mii^ 
to  so^XMse  that  harmony  would  result  from  an  expe- 
dient^ of  all  odiers  most  fitted  to  drive  men  to  despe* 
ration  i  He  wished  that  nothing  might  transpire 
which  n^ffiht  bring  reproach  upon  any  part  oi  the 
fleet  Arm  to  prevent  it^  he  resorts  to  the  most  effec- 
tual expedient  for  bringing  reproach  upon  the  whole 
fleet,  and  Ae  whole  Navy.  He  could  not  have  sup- 
posed that  the  wMspers  of  his  own  officers,  and  the 
open  denunciations  of  the  volunteers  and  seamen, 
aye !  and  of  General  Harrison's  army,  would  be  con- 
fined to  the  Nurthern  fix)ntier.  He  must  have  fore- 
seen that  they  would  fly  from  thence  round  the  coun- 
try, and  become  a  subject  of  general  and  serious  dis-' 
cussion.  Then  what  could  more  effectually  brinff 
reproach  upon  the  Navy,  than  the  awarding  of  equsd 
honors  to  the  coward  and  the  hero  ?  the  traitor  and 
the  patriot?  What  could  more  effectually  rouse  the 
public  indignation,  than  an  attempt,  which  could  not 
be  conceal«i,  to  screen  the  guilty  {torn  punishment 
by  erroneous  reports  to  ihe  constituted  authorities? 
WTiat  man  of  honor  would  accept  a  commission  in 
the  Navy,  what  man  of  honor  would  place  a  son 
or  a  relative  in  the  Navy,  if  told  that  mch  was  the 
mode  of  rewarding  merit  or  punishing  demerit  ?  It 
is  impossible  to  imagine  how  louder  and  deeipei  re- 
proaches could  be  brought  upon  the  Navy,  than  by 
reporting  cowards  and  traitors  as  worthy  of  public 
applause  !  He  desired  that  nothing  might  transpire 
which  migiit  convert  into  crimination  the  praises  to 
which  they  were  cdl  entitled,  and  which  he  wished 
them  all  to  share.  By  the  term  cUl,  he  does  or  does 
not  include  Captain  Elliott.  If  the  foniiCT,  he  be- 
lieved Captain  Elliott  entitled  to  praises,  and  wished 
him  to  s^are  in  them.  This  is  a  singular  title  to  be 
let  up  for  a  coward  and  a  traitor ;  and  Commodore 
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Perry  must  have  entertained  a  singular  wish  for  a 
brave  and  patriotic  commander,  when  he  wished  that 
a  coward  and  a  traitor  might  be  praised.  Then  either 
his  own  views  and  his  own  conduct  were  very  singu- 
lar, or  he  could  not  have  believed  in  the  ffuilt  of  Cap- 
tain Elliott.  If  by  this  all  he  does  not  include  Captain 
Elliott,  but  only  the  other  officers,  how  could  he  sup- 
pose that  bringing  the  former  to  justice  could  convert 
into  crimination  the  praises  due  to  the  latter  ?  Had 
Captain  Elliott  been  shot  for  a  coward  or  hanged  for 
a  traitor,  his  fiite  could  not  detract  from,  or  convert 
into  crimination,  the  praises  due  to  the  other  officers. 
Expressed  in  plain  terms,  and  applied  directly  and 
personally  to  any  officer  of  the  fleet,  this  argument 
stands  thus ;  "  You,  Lieutenant  Turner,  behaved  well, 
and  your  gallantry  and  judgment  are  well  known  to 
all  the  officers  ana  men  of  the  fleet  and  of  General 
Harrison's  army.  Captain  Elliott,  as  you  well  know, 
behaved  like  a  coward  and  a  traitor,  or  both  ;  yet  must 
his  misconduct  be  concealed,  and  he  must  be  honor- 
ably mentioned  in  the  official  report ;  for  if  he  should 
be  brou^t  to  punishment,  his  &te  would  convert  into 
crimination  the  praises  due  to  yourself,  and  you  also 
would  be  deemed  a  coward  and  a  traitor."  If  Lieu- 
tenant Turner,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  fleet  to 
whom  this  argument  should  be  applied,  did  not  deem 
it  a  nan  semiitur,  he  must  be  more  astute  in  logical 
deduction  than  the  generality  of  reasoners.  Stated 
in  the  form  of  a  mathematical  proposition,  it  is  thus ; 
The  cowardice  of  A  and  the  bravery  of  B  being 
given,  what  degree  of  praise  bestowed  upon  A  wiU 
prevent  B  from  being  called  a  coward? 

The  fifth  reason  is,  if  he  omitted  to  name  Captain 
Elliott,  or  named  him  without  credit,  he  might  not 
only  ruin  that  officer,  but  give  occasion  to  animad- 
versions which,  at  that  period,  would  be  little  to  the 
honor  or  advantage  of  the  service.    In  all  civilized 
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nations,  ruin  has  been  viewed  as  the  Intimate  con- 
sequence of  detected  crime,  and  the  certainty  of  such 
ruin  has  been  deemed  the  strongest  preventive.  So 
decided  is  public  policy  in  preventing  crime,  that  all 
who  attempt  to  screen  the  guilty  are  generally  con- 
sidered as  participators  in  their  guilt.  Hence  the 
compassion  of  Commodore  Perry  for  Captain  Elliott, 
leading  to  conlsequences  injurious  to  the  nation,  was 
of  a  highly  reprehensible  character.  Could  Commo- 
dore Perry  suppose  that  he  was  justified  in  concealing 
cowardice  and  treachery,  because  the  ruin  of  the  cri- 
minal would  be  the  consequence  of  exposure?  Upon 
this  principle,  the  criminal  code  is  a  dead  letter,  and 
the  whole  machinery  of  tribunals  entirely  useless. 
Did  the  consequences  stop  here,  there  would  be  little 
cause  for  lamentation;  for  every  philanthropist  would 
rejoice  in  hearing  that  society  had  become  good 
enough  to  dispense  with  criminal  laws.  But  impu- 
nity to  the  guilty  is  fraught  with  destruction  to  the 
innocent.  The  sparing  of  the  criminal  because  pun- 
ishment would  involve  his  ruin,  would  give  a  license 
to  crime  diat  would  involve  the  ruin  of  society. 
This  principle  is  particularly  applicable  to  great  mifi- 
tary  crimes,  such  as  cowardice  or  treachery,  because 
their  consequences  may  be  highly  important.  The 
thief  or  murderer  does  not,  by  stealing  a  single  article 
of  property,  or  destroying  a  single  life,  directly  put 
the  body  politic  in  danger.  It  is  only  when  such 
crimes  are  comm<Mi,  that  the  public  safety  is  in  jeo- 
pardy; and  the  certainty  that  impunity  would  render 
them  common,  is  the  only  motive  for  their  punish- 
ment in  every  case.  But  the  soldier,  by  cowardice 
or  treachery,  may  cause  the  loss  of  a  battle,  and  this 
may  be  followed  by  the  loss  of  a  nation's  independ- 
ence. Hence  the  imperious,  the  obvious  necessity  of 
inflicting  upon  such  criminals,  punishments  that  may 
operate  as  the  most  powerful  incentives  to  deter  others 
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from  feUowing  their  example.  lit  is  impossible  'to 
suppose  that  Commodore  Perry  was  ignorant  of  these 
prmciples,  or  held  them  in  disrepute;  and  therefeos 
difficult  to  believe  that  he  could  be  seduced  by  cam* 
passion  for  a  criminal,  into  a  vicdation  of  his  public 
duties.  Strange  is  it  then  that  he  should,  five  yean 
after  an  otBsnce  of  great  enormity  was  committed, 
plead  as  a  reason  for  nc^  having  sooner  brou^t  the 
criminal  to  justice,  the  ruin  tnat  would  folbw  his 
exposure.  This  reason  proves  too  much  for  Gom-^ 
modore  Perry;  for  admitting  Captain  EUliott  to  be 
ffuilty,  it  shows  that  Commodore  Perry  was  guilty 
Bkewise  as  an  accessary  after  the  fact.  But  he  sajrs 
that ''  omitting  to  name  Captain  Elliott,  or  naming 
him  without  credit,  would  give  occasion  to  anima£ 
versions  which,  at  that  period,  would  be  little  to  the 
honor  or  advantage  of  the  service."  To  have  omit* 
ted  his  name,  or  to  have  named  him  without  credit, 
would  have  led  to  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and 
to  a  dealing  with  him  by  the  government  according 
to  his  deserts.  If  found  guilty,  he  would  doubtless 
have  been  punished;  and  to  what  animadversions 
would  this  lead,  excepting  that  the  government  were 
particuWly  scrupulous  about  the  miUtary  morals  of 
the  navy,  and  r^olved  that  no  man  dbould  beax  a 
sw^  in  it,  if  found  unworthy?  Would  the  aj^li- 
eation  of  such  principles  be  ''  litde  to  the  honor  or 
advantage  of  the  service?"  Would  honorable  men 
be  deterred  from  Altering  the  navy  by  the  belief  that 
the  govemmeot  weare  resolved  to  close  it  against 
cowards  and  traitors^  Would  it  suffer  in  the  esti* 
itialion  of  the  nation  or  the  world,  or  be  inefficient  m 
an  arm  of  *the  nationai  defence,  by  being  nffieeved  by 
hii^  and  chivalrous  spirits,  instead  of  being  a  com* 
to(Mi  sink  of  the  tew  and  the  proffigate,  wtore  cow- 
ante  ctHght  flourish  swords  and  (raitoiB  atnit  in 
epaulettes?    Degraded  indeed  most  be  the  state  of 
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public  opinion,  where  the  punishment  of  a  cowaid 
or  a  traitor  could  lead  to  animadversions  injurious  ta 
ibe  public  seirice! 

Having  thus  girea  the  reasons  which  restrained 
him  from  complaining  of  Captain  Elliott,  at  the  time 
of  the  imputed  ofienoe,  he  proceeds  to  offer  that  which 
induced  him  to  prefer  the  complaint  five  years  after- 
wards. He  sa3rs  that  Captain  E.  has  given  publicity 
to  misrepresentations  against  himself^  and  ^<he  would 
wiltingly,  for  his  own  ss^e  as  well  as  Captain  Elliott's, 
(after  the  course  he  had  pursued  for  the  purpose  (^ 
shielding  the  latter,)  have  still  remained  silent,  but  this 
C&ptain  Elliott  would  not  permit  him  to  do."  These 
remarks  show  that  the  proceedings  complained  of  in 
Captain  Elliott  were  then,  that  is,  at  the  date  of  Com- 
toKiore  Perry's  leftter  to  the  Secretary  of  die  Navy, 
August  18, 1818,  of  recent  origin.  He  was  therefore 
induced  to  prefer  this  complaint  five  years  after  the 
battle  of  Lake  Erie,  by  the  behavior  of  Captain  El- 
liott to  himself  five  years  after  the  same  battle.  Here 
again  we  find  Commodore  Perry,  according  to  his 
own  account,  overlooking  his  public  duties,  and  act- 
ing exclusively  upon  private  considerations.  He  first 
screens  a  coward  and  a  traitor  firom  punishment, 
through  compassion  for  the  culprit;  thus  sacrificii^ 
puUic  duty  to  the  interest  of  an  individual.  He  then 
attempts  to  bring  this  cmDord  and  traitor  to  justice 
for  this  old  offence,  because  the  culprit  had  just  thea 
assailed  himself!  How  stem,  how  ri^d,  how  superi- 
or to  private  ^ids,  must  have  been  h»3  sense  c^  pub* 
lie  duty! 

But  having  resolved,  in  1818,  to  Yxsmg  Captain  El- 
liott to  justice  for  a  crime  committed  in  1813,  beoaaue 
Captain  ESUott  had  then,  in  1818,  assailed  himseli^  he 
piroceeds  to  state,  as  an  adcUtional  reascHi  for  this  de- 
leradnation,  that  soon  after  Captain  Elliott  was  left 
in  command  of  Lake  Erie,  whidi  was  in  October 
9 


98  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

1813,  he,  Commodore  Perry,  Vas  informed  of  the  in- 
trigues which  he  was  there  practising.  He  adds  that 
he  then  determined,  if  Captain  Elhott  should  give 
publicity  to  his  misrepresentations,  to  demand  an  in- 
vestigation of  his  whole  conduct.  The  reader  may 
be  unable  to  perceive  the  consistency  of  these  state- 
ments. He  assigns  the  proceedings  of  Captain  Elli- 
ott in  1818,  as  a  reason  for  proc^dins^  against  him 
at  that  late  period,  and  immediately  afterwards,  says 
that  he  was  informed  of  similar  proceeding^  in  1813. 
If  the  declarations  of  Captain  Elliott  against  Com- 
modore Perry  in  1818,  were  a  sufficient  ^ound  for 
complaining  of  Captain  Elliott's  conduct  m  the  bat- 
tle of  Lake  Erie,  the  intrigues  of  Captain  Elliott 
against  him  in  1813  were  surely  a  sufficient  ground 
for  a  similar  complaint  at  that  earlier  period.  This 
inconsistency  effectually  annuls  the  five  reasons 
which  he  assigns  for  withholding  his  complaints  till 
five  years  after  the  battle,  and  leaves  this  delay  wkh* 
out  an  explanation.  But  he  says  that  on  being  in- 
formed of  Captain  Elliott's  intrigues  when  in  com- 
mand of  the  lake,  which  was  soon  after  Captain  El- 
liott was  left  in  that  command,  or  in  October,  1813, 
he  resolved  to  complain  of  him  to  the  government,  if 
he  should  give  publicity  to  his  misrepresentations.  If 
it  shall  appear  from  Conmiodore  Perry's  own  show- 
ing, that  ne  was  informed,  in  1813,  of  Captain  Elli- 
otts having  given  publicity  to  his  misrepresentations, 
and  yet  forbore  to  complain  aj^nst  him,  this  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  be  still  more  myste* 
nous. 

His  first  charge  is  that  Captain  Elliott^  after  hav- 
ing conducted  improperly  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie, 
and  after  having  received  fix)m  Commodore  Perry  all 
the  countenance  and  protection  that  could  be  afforded 
"without  absolute  inconsistency  with  truth,"  pursued 
a  series  <^  intrigues  designed  to  repair  his  own  repu- 
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tation  at  the  expense  and  sacrifice  of  that  of  his  com- 
mander. This  charge  embraces  eleven  specifications. 
The  first,  is  that  in  November,  1813,  Captain  Elliott 
procured  a  certificate  from  Lieutenant  Smith,  which 
was  intended  to  misrepresent  the  conduct  of  Commo- 
dore Perry  in  the  battle,  and  to  impeach  his  official 
report  The  second  is,  that  in  January,  1814,  in  pre- 
sence of  Lieutenant  Coucklin,  he  uttered  fisdse  impu- 
tations against  his  commanding  oScer,  The  third 
is,  that  in  October  and  Novemter,  1813,  in  conversa- 
tion with  Dr.  Wallace  of  Erie,  and  others,  he  fidsely 
charged  Commodore  Perry  with  having  thrown  ms 
motto  flag  into  the  lake.  The  fourth  is,  that  in  Sep- 
tember, 1813,  he  caused  to  be  made  and  exhibited  to 
some  of  the  officers,  a  &,lse  drawing  or  sketch  of  the 
battle.  The  fifth  is,  that  in  Octobw,  1813,  in  presence 
of  General  Harrison,  he  falsely  chained  Commodore 
Perry  widi  having  done  him  injustice  in  his  official 
report,  and  with  having  violated  a  promise  to  him  to 
alter  such  report.  The  sixth,  that  Captain  Elliott,  in 
November  and  December,  1813,  and  in  May,  1814,  did 
beset  the  inhabitants  of  Erie  and  Bufl&lo  with  false 
accounts  of  the  battle,  intended  to  reflect  injuriously 
upon  Conunodore  Perry.  The  tendi  is,  that  Captain 
Elliott,  in  November,  1813,  published  in  the  Erie  Ga- 
zette, a  false  version  of  a  correspondence  between  him- 
self and  Commodore  Perry.  The  second  charge, 
which  contains  four  specifications,  is  that  of  conduct 
unbecoming  an  officer,  and  manifesting  disregard  of 
the  honor  of  the  American  flag.  The  first  specifica- 
tion is,  that  in  October,  1813,  Captain  Elliott  intem- 
perately  abused  Commodore  Perry  in  presence  of 
sailing  master  Champlin.  The  second,  that  in  Octo- 
ber, 1813,  at  Erie,  in  presence  of  Dr.  Wallace,  Cap- 
tain Elliott  idaid  that  it  would  be  a  serious  question 
between  the  American  and  British  Governments, 
whether  Captain  Perry  was  or  was  not  to  be  consi- 
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dered  a  prisoner  of  waur.  The  third, that  inNovember, 
1813,  at  Erie  and  at  Buf&do,  Captain  Elliott  said  that 
the  Americs^fla^  had  been  dii^raced  on  board  of  the 
Lawrence,  and  for  the  first  time  sinee  the  declaration 
of  war.  The  fourth,  that  Captain  Elliott,  in  October 
and  Noyember,  1813,  at  Buffsdo,  declared  in  |»resence 
of  Dr.  Wallace  and  others,  that  the  American  .fleet 
had  gained  no  honor  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
mi^t  have  captured  the  British  fleet  in  fifteen  min- 
utes. The  four  remaining  charges,  embracing  seven 
}q)ecifications,  are  repetitions  of  those  abeady  de- 
scribed. 

According  to  these  specifications,  the  reader  will 
probably  say  that  Captain  Elliott  had  not  been  very 
solicitous  about  concealing  his  misrepresentations. 
Captain  Elliott  was  left  in  command  of  the  Lake  on 
the  26tfi  of  October,  1813.  Commodore  Perry  heard 
of  his  misrepresentations  soon  after,  and  then  de- 
clared to  many  of  his  friends  in  the  Navy,  that,  al- 
though he  should  disregard  these  misrepresentations 
so  long  as  they  were  private,  yet,  if  Captain  Elliott 
should  ever  give  publicity  to  them,  he.  Commodore 
PCTry,  should  demand  an  investigation  of  lus  whole 
conduct.  It  may  be  difficult  to  say  what  Commodore 
Perry  intended  by  the  term  publicity;  but  if  he  in- 
tended to  use  it  in  its  common  acceptation,  he  must 
have  been  sensible  that  Captain  Elliott  had  already 
given  no  small  deffree  of  puhlicUy  to  his  nusrepre- 
sentcUions.  Yet  he  demanded  no  investigaticm  of 
Captain  Elliott's  wfude  conduct  till  five  years  after- 
wards. To  threaten  Captain  Elliott  with  an  investiga- 
tion, should  he  ever  do what  he  had  already  done, 

and  then  to  postpone  the  execution  of  this  threat  to 
five  years  afterwards,  can  hardly  be  considered  a  re- 
demption of  the  pled8:e. 

In  the  third  specidcation  of  the  first  charge,  after 
accusing  Captain  Elliott  of  having  stated  that  he  had 
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thrown  his  motto  flag  overboafd,  he  sajrs  that  this 
flaff  was  still  flying  on  board  of  the  Lawrence  whoi 
he  left  her,  and  was  nev^  lost  or  thrown  overboard 
by  any  one.  The  history  of  this  flag  is  as  follows. 
On  the  morning  of  the  battle,  Commodore  Perry 
hoisted  on  board  of  the  Lawrence  a  flag,  bearing  the 
dying  words  of  Captain  Lawrence,  "  Don't  give  up 
the  ship,"  which  flaff  was  shown  to  the  men  by  the 
officers  of  the  several  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  inspir- 
ing them  with  courage  and  patriouc  feeling.  It  was 
particularly  pointed  out  by  Captain  Elliott  to  his  men, 
who  hailed  it  with  r^ated  cheers.  It  may  well  be 
supposed  that  after  this  display,  Commodore  Perry 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  strike  this  flag,  and  would 
even  prefer  throwing  it  overboard.  But  if  it  was  fly- 
ing when  Commodore  Perry  left  the  Lawrence,  and 
not  thrown  overboard  by  any  one,  it  must  have  been 
struck  to  the  enemy,  as  every  body  knows  that  the 
Lawrence  surrendered.  According  to  Mr.  Taylor, 
his  Sailing  Master  in  the  Lawrenc^,  he  declared,  on 
leaving  that  vessel,  that  '^  the  American  flag  should 
not  be  hauled  down  from  over  his  head  on  that  day ;" 
and  according  to  himself  on  quitting  her,  he  left  Lieu- 
tenant Yamall  to  do  "  what  would  comport  with  the; 
honor  of  the  flag."  An  officer  may  avoid  the  striking 
of  his  flag  in  two  wbys  ;  by  sinking  with  it  flying,  or 
by  abandoning  it ;  and  the  latter  was  culopted  by  Com- 
modore Perry,  according  to  his  own  account.  No 
one  ought  to  censure  him  for  leaving  his  disabled  ves- 
sel. It  was  his  duty  to  do  so,  to  go  on  board  of  ano- 
ther, and  to  exert  himself  to  retrieve  the  fortune  of 
the  day.  But  it  seems  hardly  magnanimous  to  boast 
that  his  flag  should  not  be  struck  over  his  own  head, 
while  in  the  very  act  of  leaving  it  to  be  struck  over 
the  heads  of  others.  If  then  he  left  this  flag  fl3^i^ 
on  board  of  the  Lawrence,  it  was  struck ;  and  if  it 
was  not  stmck,  he  could  not  have  left  it  flying  (m 
9* 
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1)oard  of  the  Lawrence.  But  according  to  Lieutenaiii 
Thomas  Holdup  Stevens,  Commodore  Perry  left  the 
Lawrence  to  go  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  toUh  this 
flag  under  his  arm.  Here  Commodore  Perry  and 
liieutenant  Hoidup  Stevens  are  directly  at  issue.  The 
contradiction  is  direct,  and  the  reader  must  decide 
between  them.  One  thmg,  however,  is  certain.  Purser 
Maffrath,  in  returning  from  the  "boat  service"  upon 
whfch  he  had  been  despatched  by  Captain  Elliott, 
picked  up  this  flag  floating  in  the  lAke,  and  carried  it 
en  board  of  the  Niagara,  where  it  was  discovered  by 
Commodore  Perry  after  the  battle. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Commo- 
dore Perry,  in  endeavoring  to  explain  away  his 
official  report,  says  that  he  wwild  not  allow  himself 
to  come  to  a  decided  opinion  that  an  officer  could  be 
guilty  of  cowardice  or  treachery,  who  had  so  hand- 
somely conducted  himself  on  a  former  occasion,  as 
he  then,  in  common  with  the  jmblic,  had  been  led  to 
suppose  Capfytm  Elliott  had»  This  is  the  most  ex- 
traordinary declaration  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  do- 
cuments mmished  by  Commodore  Perry,  and  by 
showing  the  depth  of  his  prejudices,  the  intensity  of 
his  animosity  against  Captain  Elliott,  it  shows  now 
greatly  his  judgment  was  led  astray,  and  is  conse- 
quently a  strong  argument  against  the  truth  of  his 
charges.  The  capture  of  the  Detroit  and  Caledonia 
by  Lieutenant  Elliott  in  October,  1812,  was  well 
known  to  the  whole  nation,  and  an  affair  that  would 
naturally  excite  much  attention  amo^g  the  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy;  for  besides  evincing  great 
address,  uncommon  activity  and  daring  courage,  it 
occurred  at  a  time  when  cUfficulties  on  our  frontier 
were  numerous  and  increasinj^,  it  being  shortly  after 
Greneral  Hull's  surrender  of  Detroit,  and  when  any 
success,  however  small,  was  a  subject  of  general  re- 
joidng.    Besides,  ttie  proceedings  of  CcH^es^  upon 
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thb  T^  af&ir,  show  that  it  was  appreciated  as  a 
^[allant  exploit  by  the  General  Government.  At  this 
tune,  the  Hon.  Josiah  Cluincy,  the  representative  in 
Consrais  fixHn  Boston,  Uie  same  gentleman  who  aflLer- 
wards.  introduoed  into  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts 
a  resolution,  stating  that  it  was  unbecoming  a  tnoral 
oMd  religious  people  to  refoiee  in  the  victories  of 
this  wicked  war^  for  the  purpose  of  r^dering  the 
war  unpopular,  and  as  an  argument  against  the 
Army  Bill  then  pending,  gave  a  highly  wrought 
description  of  the  disasters  of  the  American  arms 
upon  the  Northern  frontier.  The  Hon.  Henry  Clay, 
then  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  rep^y  to  Mr.  Quincy 
and  others,  and  in  support  of  the  Army  Bill,  made 
the  following  remark: 

"  The  capture  of  the  Caledonia,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Detroit,  (wnether  placed  to  our  maritime  or  land  account,) 
for  judgment,  skill  and  courage  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  Elliott, 
has  neyer  been  surpassed." 

Subsequently,  Congress  voted  him  a  ^Id-hilted 
sword,  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  their  thanks; 
and  the  President  and  Senate  promoted  him  over  a 
number  of  lieutenants  to  the  post  of  master  command- 
ant. It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  two  branches 
of  the  National  Legislature  would,  upon  doubtful  tes- 
timony, adopt  a  measure  so  decided  as  a  vote  of 
thanks  and  the  gift  of  a  sword  to  an  officer,  or  grant 
him  a  large  amount  of  public  money.  Nor  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  President  and  Senate  would  su- 
perseae  meritorious  officers  by  promoting  another 
officer  over  them,  unless  he  had  d(»e  something  ex- 
traordinary, and  unless  the  exploit  had  been  cleariy 
proved. 

Besides  this  evidence.  Commodore  Perry  could  not 
have  cast  his  eyes  upon  a  single  ship  of  tfie  fleet 
which  he  commanded,  without  seeing  the  proojEs,  the 
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solid,  substantial  proofs^  of  Captain  Elliott's  gallantry 
and  skill  in  this  very  affidr.  The  Caledonia,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Turner,  vxis  one  of  the  captured 
ships.  The  other,  the  Detroit,  Which  was  destroyed 
after  being  stripped,  was  loaded  in  part,  at  the  time 
of  her  capture,  with  the  heavy  gnns  which  General 
Hull  had  surrendered  to  the  British  at  Detroit.  She 
had,  besides,  many  other  guns  on  board;  and  from 
this  cargo  was  the  fleet  partly  suppUed,  in  the  batde 
of  Lake  Erie.  The  Caledonia  had  no  guns  on  board 
when  captured,  and  was  furnished  from  the  cargo  of 
the  Detroit,  with  every  gun  used  by  her  in  the  Imttle. 
Thus  did  Captain  Elliott,  by  his  gallantry  and  skill, 
supply  Commodore  Perry^s^  fleet  not  only  with  gims, 
but  with  American  guns,  recaptured  by  himself,  after 
having  been  surrendered  to  the  enemy  by  another 
commander! 

All  this  evidence,  together  with  Captain  Elliott's 
oflicial  account  of  this  affair,  must  have  stared  Com- 
modore Perry  in  the  face  when  he  insinuated  this 
doubt  of  Captain  Elliott's  behavior  in  it. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  reader,  the  following 
letters,  of  recent  date,  are  offered.  They  are  valu- 
able additions  to  the  letters  concerning  this  exploit, 
which  have  been  introduced  at  the  beginning  of 
these  pages,  and  were  written  in  reply  to  letters  ad- 
dressed to  the  authors  by  Captain  Elliott,  after  the 
republication  of  Lieutenant  Perry's  pamphlet  in 
Boston. 

"  New  Castle,  June  27,  1834. 
Dear  Sir.— ^I  have  received  your  letter  under  date  of  the 
19tk  of  the  present  month,  and  regret  to  learn  that  you  have 
been  assailed  by  the  republication  of  certain  offensive 
charges.  The  several  high  commands,  and  important  duties 
repeatedly  assigned  to  you,  are  full  evidence  that  the  go- 
vernment and  country  place  every  confidence  in  your  pa- 
triotism, talents  and  valor;  and  if  I  may  take  the  liberty  of 
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oferin^  a  suggestioiL  it  would  be  that  it  best  comports  wi^ 
your  dimity  and  selt-respect  to  rest  your  cause  here.  You 
particularly  call  my  attention  to  the  capture  of  two  English 
yedsels  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Erie  in  1812,  and  say,  "  €u 
you  were  acting  under  my  immediate  command  at  the 
time^  loiU  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  to  me,  as  soon  as 
possible,  the  matters  and  things  relating  to  that  qffair?^^ 
The  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed,  and  the  entire  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  my  habits  and  associations,  render 
such  reminiscences  difficult.  I  recollect  that  the  attack  was 
made  at  night,  by  two  boats,  in  one  of  which  I  was  with  you. 
The  British  vessels  referred  to  were  taken,  one  of  tnem 
brought  oyer  to  the  American  shore,  and  the  other,  ground' 
ing  on  an  island  in  the  river,  was  destroyed.  It  appeai^s  to 
me  that  the  facts  belonging  to  the  afiair  speak  for  them- 
selves. The  planning  and  conducting  of  the  enterprise 
unquestionably  pertained  to  you,  and  by  every  rule  of 
military  service,  the  credit  of  it  is  your  due. 

Most  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv. 

S.  W.  PRESSMAN." 

This  is  the  Mr.  Pressman  mentioned  in  the  letter 
of  Gen.  Smyth  to  Lieut.  Elliott,  of  Oct.  8,  1812. 

''Philadelphia,  June  27,  1834. 
Capt.  J.  D.  Eluott^  U.  S.  N. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  several 
days  since,  but  have  been  too  much  indisposed  to  reply  to  it. 
In  allusion  to  ''language  used  by  the  late  Cktmmodore 
Perry,  in  1818,  relative  to  your  conduct  in  the  capture  of 
the  British  brigs  Detroit  and  Caledonia,  from  under  the 
guns  of  Fort  Erie  in  1812,"  you  ask  for  my  impressions 
of  that  affair.  I  never  heard  that  any  one  but  yourself  sug- 
gested or  directed  the  expedition.  It  was  undoubtedly  exe- 
cuted with  skill  and  bravery,  or  it  could  not  have  succeeded. 
As  I  was  acting  under  your  immediate  command,  and  taking 
the  helm  from  your  cockswain,  and  laying  your  boat  along- 
side the  Detroit,  boarding  her  side  by  side  with  you,  and 
during  the  fight  and  subsequent  cannonade  with  the  British 
forts,  I  was  constantly  near  you,  I  am  authorized  to,  and 
cheerfully  testify,  sir,  to  your  bravery  on  the  occasion. 

If  we  nad  been  defeated,  the  odium  would  have  attached 
to  you  alone.  We  were  successful,  and  you  received  all  the 
credit,  and  I  regret  that  any  political  occurrence  of  the  pre- 
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JQst  pleasure  that  I  liaye  it  in  my  power  to  assure  you,  that  the 
conduct  of  yourself,  officers  and  crew,  was  such  as  to  merit 
mj  warmest  approbation ;  and  I  consider  the  circumstance 
of  your  volunteering  to  bring  the  small  vessels  to  close 
action,  as  contributing  largely  to  our  victory.    I  shall  ever 
believe  it  a  premeditated  plan  to  destroy  our  commanding 
vessel.    I  have  no  doubt,  had  not  the  Clueen  Charlotte  have 
ran  away  from  the.  Niagara,  from  the  superior  order  I  ob- 
served her  in,  you  would  have  taken  her  in  twenty  minutes. 
With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  friend  and  ob't  savant, 
Capt.  Eluott."  O.  H.  PERRY. 

CAPTAIN  ELUOTT  TO  COBfMOnORB  PERRY. 

N<yrfolk,  May  14, 1818. 

Sir, — Communications  which  have  recently  been  made 
me,  and  exact  copies  of  which  I  herewith  enclose,  render  it 
necessaiy  that  I  should  hear  from  you  immediately.  As 
soon  as  I  heard  of  your  late  visit  to  W  ashingtcm,  I  lost  not 
a  moment  in  hurrying  off  from  this  place  with  a  hope  that 
we  should  meet  and  settle  those  differences  which  have  so 
long  existed. 

Your  sudden,  and  to  me  unexpected,  departure  from  diat 
city,  prevented  the  contemplated  meeting;  and  my  orders  to 
sit  <m  a  Court  Martial  in  Baltimore,  which  detained  me 
from  this  place  longer  than  I  at  first  expected,  has  induced 
me  to  return  to  Virginia,  and  instead  of  the  personal  inter- 
view which  had  alone  carried  me  from  home,  and  which  I 
so  anxiously  hoped  would  take  place,  now  compels  me  to 
ad^ess  you  through  the  medium  of  a  letter.  I  could  most 
sincerely  wish  that  my  wounded  feelings  did  not  compel  me 
to  address  you,  at  a  moment  vdien  it  might  seem  as  if 
prompted  by  the  late  investi^tion  of  your  Mediterranean 
command.  The  vrrongs  which  I  have  suffered  are  many, 
and  after  taking  a  retrospect  of  all  the  transactions  connectea 
with  our  affiurs  which  nave  been  made  public,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  know  how  it  was  possible  you  could  have  made  such 
representations,  as  contained  in  the  certificate  herewith 
encloeed. 

Bnmediately  after  the  action  on  Lake  Erie,  you  must  re- 
collect diat  rmorts  preiudtcial  to  my  character  were  pot  in 
cwcuktion,  when  I  called  on  you  for  a  written  contradiction 
•f  them:  *' your  answer  I  presume  is  in  your  possession." 
Tea  say  in  yoar  letter  you  have  no  fiuilt  to  fina  of  mys^^ 
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offieefa  audcrew;  oomplime&t  me  by  saying  you  afe  in- 
debted fta  a  great  measure  for  the  yiotpry,  to  '  my  bringing 
the  small  Tessels  into  close  action,'  ai^d  conclude  with  a  po- 
sitiye  assurance,  that  the  Niagara  would,  *  from  her  supenor 
order,  have  taken  the  Queen  Charlotte  in  twenty  minutesi 
had  she  not  made  sail  and  engaged  the  Lawrence.'  What, 
Bir,  has  occurred  since,  to  draw  from  vou  ^uch  base,  faUe^ 
and  malicioua  reports,  as  are  containea  in  the  certificate  en- 
closed ?  I  will  conclude  my  remarks  with  one  or  two  ob- 
servations, and  permit  you  to  draw  such  inferences  as  your 
feelings  of  honor  may  dictate,  hoping  that  you  will  never 
again  have  occasion,  either  in  the  society  of  the  J^adies, 
or  that  of  young  navy  officers,  to  make  use  of  .expressions  of 
«  similar  nature,  and  which  were  intended  for  my  injury. — 
Pray,  Sir,  has  your  memory  been  so  treacherous,  as  to  fiul 
recollecting  our  interview  at  Erief  and  that  you  then  said  if 
'I  would  not  dwell  on  the  action,  that  you  would  write  a 
private  letter  to  the  Hpnorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
express  your  surprise  that  the  country  did  not  give  me  half 
Che  honors  of  the  victory.' 

With  proper  respect, 
(Signed)  J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

O.  H.  Perry,  Esq., 

New-Port,  (Bhode  Jslandy^ 

COMMODORE  PBRRT  f  O  CAPtAtK  ELLIOTT. 

Newport^  June  I9thj  1819. 
Sir  J — The  letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  you 
hat  evidently  been  written  for  the  purpose  of  being  exhibit* 
ed  hy  you  to  your  friends  ^  and  in  the  hope  that  passing 
without  reply,  it  might  gain  credit  among  tJiose  upon  whom 
you  have  been  so  long  in  the  habit  of  pnic tiding  similar  im- 
positions. You  had  much  reason.  Sir.  to  inilal^e  in  such  a 
lope.  It  is  hmniliating  to  be  unaer  the  necessity  of  reply- 
ing to  a  letter  written  by  a  person  who  so  little  knows  what 
becomes  a  gentleman.  I  must  not,  however,  permi?;  yon  to 
derive  from  my  silence  any  countenance  to  the  gross  false- 
hoods contained  in  your  letter }  and  which  it  wotdd  be  an 
afTectation  of  decorum  to  call  hy  any  otber  name,  such  par- 
ticukrly  as  the  absurd  declaration  you  impute  to  me  in  the 
close  Of  it,  and  the  perverted  account  you  gave  of  the  man- 
gier in  which  1  was  once  Induced  to  write  a  letter  in  your 
A-vor.  How  impiudeat  as  well  as  base  is  it  in  you,  by 
juch  mkiepresentationa,  to  reduce  me  to  the  necessity  of 
10 
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reminding  you  of  the  abject  condition  in  which  I  had-  pre* 
riously  found  you,  and  by  which  I  was  moved  to  afford  you 
all  the  countenance  in  my  power ;  sick,  or  affecting  to  be 
sick  in  bed  in  consequence  of  distress  of  mind,  declaring 
that  you  bad  missed  the  fairest  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
yourself  that  ever  man  had,  and  lamenting  so  piteously  the 
loss  of  your  reputation,  that  I  was  prompted  to  make  almost 
any  effort  to  relietre  ^rou  from  the  shame  which  seemed  to 
overwhelm  you.  This,  as  far  as  you  were  concerned,  you 
very  well  know  was  the  origin  of  the  certificate  I  then  grant- 
ed you ;  and  that  your  letter  to  me,  (of  which  you  have 
published  a  false  copy,  and  which  you  now  represent  as 
making  a  demand  ui>on  me,)  was  merely  an  introduction  to 
it.  A  stronger  motive  I  had,  which  you  could  not  appre- 
.  elate,  but  which  I  urged  with  success  upon  the  other  officers. 
It  resulted  from  a  strong,  and  I  then  hoped  a  pardonable, 
desire  that  the  public  eye  might  only  rest  upon  the  pliant 
conduct  of  the  fleet,  and  should  not  be  attracted  to  its  ble- 
mishes, as  I  feared  it  would  be  by  the  irritation  excited 
by  your  conduct  among  the  officers  and  men,  most  of  whom, 
I  hoped,  had  acquired  sufficient  honor  to  satisfy  their  ambi- 
tion— even  should  that  honor  be  shared  by  one  who  might 
less  deserve  it. 

The  expressions  stated  in  your  two  certificates  to  have 
been  made  use  of  by  me,  when  speaking  of  your  unmanly 
conduct,  were  probably  the  most  lenient  I  have  for  a  long 
time  employed  when  called  upon  to  express  my  opinion  of 
you  'f  and  thoroughly  known  as  you  must  be  conscious  your 
chamctei  is  to  me,  it  was  quite  needless  for  you  to  procure 
ccrtificafes  of  the  contempt  of  which  I  had  spoken  of  you. 
You  might  readily  have  furnished  much  more  ample  ones, 
and  of  a  much  earlier  date,  than  those  it  has  suited  you  to 
produce ;  for  you  allowed  but  little  time  to  elapse,  after 
receiv^in^  the  benefit  of  my  letter,  before,  by  your  falsehood 
and  intngues  against  me,  you  made  me  fully  sensible  of  the 
error  I  had  conimitted  in  endeavoring  to  prop  so  unprincipled 
a  character. 

If  it  be  really  true  that  you  hurried  to  Washington,  for 
the  purpose  of  inviting  me  to  a  meeting,  it  is  indeed  un- 
fommate,  that  intentions  you  give  yourself  so  great  credit 
for,  have  evaporated  in  a  pitiful  letter,  which  none  but  abase 
and  vulgar  mind  could  dictate.  The  reputation  you  have 
lost  is  not  to  be  recovered  by  such  artifices ;  it  was  tarnish- 
ed by  your  own  behavior  on  Lake  Erie,  and  has  constantly 
been  rendered  more  desperate  by  your  subsequent  folly  and 
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habitual  fidsehood.  You  cannot  wonder  at  the  loss.  That 
reputation  which  has  neither  honor,  nor  truth,  nor  courage 
for  its  basis,  must  eirer  be  of  shoit  duration.  Mean  and 
despicable  as  you  have  proYed  yourself  to  be,  I  shall  never 
cease  to  criminate  myself  for  having  deyiated  from  the  path 
of  strict  propriety,  for  the  sake  of  screening  you  from  public 
cofitemp/  and  indi^puition.  For  this  oflfence  to  the  commu* 
nity,  I  will  atone  m  due  time,  by  a  frdl  disclosure  of  your 
disffraceful  conduct.  But  that  you,  of  all  men^  should  insult*, 
ingly  charge  me  with  an  error  committed  m  your  favor, 
and  by  which  you  were,  {as  far  as  a  man  in  your  situation 
could  be.)  saved  from  disgrace,  b  a  degree  of  turpitude  of 
which  I  nad  before  no  conception. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

O.  H.  PBRRY. 
Capt.  Jessb  D.  Elliott, 

U.  8.  Navy,  Norfolk^ 

The  communications  alluded  to  in  Captain  Elliott's 
letter  to  Commodore  Perry,  are  the  following ; 

«  N&rfolk,  Feb,  2, 18ia 
Sm,— In  conversation  with  some  officers  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Washington,  your  name  was  mentioned,  in  connexion  with 
the  action  on  Lake  Erie,  when  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Shubrick 
observed  that  Commodore  Perry  had  publicly  said  that  your' 
reputation  was  in  his  hands,  and  that  the  least  you  and 
your  friends  can  say  on  the  subject  of  that  action,  the  better 
for  you.  I  at  the  same  time  said  I  was  your  friend,  and  as 
soon  as  an  opportunity  presented,  would  make  known  to  you 
the  assertion  which  is  now  communicated. 

W.  H.  BRECKENRIDGE. 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Eluot. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original, 
which  I  have  seen  in  the  possession  of  Cfaptain  Elliott. 
GEORGE  T.  KENNON. 
BospUal  Surgeon,  Ooeport. 
May  1,  1818.« 

"  Washington,  Feb,  27, 1818. 
Sra, — ^You  having  called  on  me  for  some  assertions  made  by 
Captain  Perry,  I  can  only  state  that  sometime  in  the  year 
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}B13l  I  saw  Cetaunodtee  Peny  m  New-Voric,  alklMtetilsonacI 
I.haa  receired  n  ktter  from  Captain  EUutt  respeedMff  ^k» 
c&igageiB6&t  om  Lake  Eiie.  CommodOTe  Perry  repHeo  that 
Captain  Elliott  bad  better  be  qaiet  on  that  subject;  that  b« 
haa  understood  other  letters  had  been  writtefli  by  hkn  to  his 
fineitds.  Tha  above  •conversation  between  Commodore 
Percy  and  myself  has  never  be^n  directly  or  indirecdy  men^ 
tiontd  by  m6  lo  Captain  BUiott,  until  called  upon  by  hi» 
here* 

JOHN  HALL, 

'^  I  tetUfy  tliat  the  abov^  is  a  dtie  cojiy  of  the  oiriginaiv 
which  I  have  seen  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Elliott. 

d  T.  KENNON, 
Hospital  Surgeon,  Gospcrt?^ 

To  these  docaments  may  be  added  ancrtJier,  which 
had  reached  Captain  Elliott  five  years  before,  and 
which  is  tfie  fc^owing. 

**  To  the  Po9t  Master,  Erie  Station,  New- York,  for  Cap- 
tain Elliott. 
.  [Captain  EUiott^s  particular  station  not  being  known  at 
this  time,  you  are  reque^^ed  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  hisi 
in  such  manner  as  it  will  be  sure  to  reach  him,  and  you  will 
oblige  his  friend, 

M.  G.  R.  RUSSELL.J 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  friends  of  merit  ob« 
serve  how  much  you  h<^ve  been  overlooked  in  the  late  en-« 
gagement  on  Lake  Erie.  You  are  bound  in  justice  to  your- 
self, to  lay  before  your  country  and  the  world,  your  own 
share  of  the  glory  of  that  day.  You  may  rest  assured  that 
Perry  is  endeavoring  to  rob  you  of  all,  I  nave  a  correspond- 
ent who  resides  in  Newport,  and  who  heard  Perr]^^  say,  in  x 
a  private  circle,  when  he  was  rejoresentifi^  the  action,  that 
wnen  he  went  on  board  of  the  X^iagara,  he  found  you  pale 
and  trembling  like  an  aspen  leaf,  and  all  your  officers,  and 
.that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  get  you  to  obey  his  com-« 
mands.  Although  I  have  not  the  honor  xof  your  acquaint- 
ance, I  feel  bound,  by  my  attachment  to  worth  and  gallantry^ 
to  give  you  information,  trusting  to  your  honor  as  a  gentle- 
man ana  an  officer  not  to  betray  me  ;  for  my  nriends  would 
highly  condemn  a  step  of  the  kind^  and  Ferry  too^  kuQWa 
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mf  hand  writmg.  Bat  I  feel  confident  yoli  will  confine  thiti 
information  %o  your  own  breast ;  it  is  only  for  your  benefit 
that  I  giye  it. 

It  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  know  that  you  haye 
received  this  in  safety.  If  you  wish  to  acknowledge  the  re* 
oeij^t,  direct  to  Misr  Mary  G.  R.  Russell,  Petersburg,  Vir* 
ginia." 

Here  some  explanations  are  necessary.  The  reader 
may  possibly  ask  why  Captain  Elliott,  apprised  soon 
after  the  batttle,  of  Commodore  Perry's  censures, 
should  not  notice  them  till  1818.  But  the  commu- 
nication itself  contains  a  satis&ctory  reply.  It  was 
written  to  Captain  Elliott  anonymously,  under  an 
injunction  of  secrecy,  and  with  full  reliance  upon  his 
honor  in  keeping  the  secret.  The  obvious  intent  of 
it  was  to  put  Captain  EUiott  upon  his  ffuard  against 
secret  machinations,  and  to  convince  nim  Commo- 
dore Perry  was  his  enemy.  Under  these  circum'> 
stances,  ms  only  course  was  to  arm  himself  with 
evidence  of  his  good  behavior  in  the  battle,  and  to 
rely  upon  that  evidence  to  sustain  himself  in  the  good 
opinion  of  his  countay.  He  had  previously  written  to 
Commodore  Perry,  in  whose  friendship  he  then  con- 
fided, for  a  refutation  of  tl^  calummes  which  had 
been  circulated  by  others,  and  received  in  reply  the 
letter  of  September  18,  1813,  a  letter  which  sdiows 
that  Commcxlore  Perry,  at  that  period,  entertained  no 
hostility  against  him.  Being  afterwards*  informed  by 
this  letter  from  Petersburg,  that  Commodore  Perry 
had  become  hostile,  and  restrained  by  the  injunctions 
of  the  letter  from  a  direct  address  to  his  adversary,  he 
did  what  every  discreet  and  honorable  man  would 
do,  waited  till  he  could  address  the  Commodore  with 
some  specific  and  responsible  authority.  This  did 
not  occur  till  1818.  The  statements  of  Messrs. 
Breckenridge  and  Hall  are  manifestly  in  reply  tt> 
communications  from  Captain  Elliott.  Thougnthat 
10* 
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of  Ifr.  iftecfcenfk^  does  not  giro  tfie  date  of  hi»cxiBh 
Tersation  with  <he  officers  of  tte  Washington,  it  dhows 
that  the  report  of  such  conversation  did  not  reach  the 
ear9  of  Obtain  EllioU  till  the  winter  of  1818.  The 
statement  of  Mr.  Hall  refers  to  a  conversation  witfi 
Commodore  Perry  in  1813;  bnt  it  shows  that  he 
had  never  disclosed  this  conversation  to  Captain  El- 
liott, till  questioned  by  him  concerning  it  in  Februa- 
ry, 1818.  Captain  Elliott  had  been  apprised  in  the 
winter  of  1818,  that  such  conversations  had  been 
brid*  He  immediately  s^i^lied  to  these  gentlemen  far 
the  particulars,  and  obtained  the  forecoing  statements. 
He  was  now  armed  whh  evidence ofspecific  charges, 
and  from  responsible  witnesses,  and  with  this  evi- 
dence, he  lost  no  time  in  approaching  Commodore 
Berry,  as  ajqpears  from  the  letter  of  May  14,  1818. 

To  Commodore  Pony's  complimentary  letter  of 
S^^mber  18, 1813,  Capkin  Elliott,  in  his  letter  of 
May  14, 1818„'refersin  the  following  words : 

^'  YoQ  say  in  yooi  lettei^  yoa  ha^e  ivo  fault  to  fiad  with 
myselC  officers  a&d  crew;  compliment  me  by  saying  you 
Bxe  indebted  in  a  great  measure  tor  the  victoiy,  to  my  bring- 
ing the  small  vessels  into  close  action,  and  conclude  with  a 
positive  assurance  that  the  Niagara  would,  from- her  superior 
ordery  have  taken  the  Q^een  Charlotte  in  20  minutes,  had 
sbe  MOt  made  nil  and  engaged  the  Lawrence.'^ 

To  diis  refereiiee,  Commodore  Perry,  in  his  letter 
of  June  18, 1818,  replies  in  the  ibUowing^  words ; 

*^  HowuAj^dent  as  well  as  base  is  it  in  y;ou,  bv  such  mis- 
r^resentations,  to  reduce  me  to  the  necessity  or  reminding; 
you  of  the' abject  condition  in  which  t  had  previously  found 
yojo,  and  by  which.  I  was  moved  to  itfibrd  you  all  the  counte- 
iMUce  in  my  porwav ;  nkk  (oppr«teiidinff  to  be  sick)  in  l>ecL 
ifttscmBequence,  of  •Stress  of  mind,  declaring  that  you  1^ 
missed  the  fairest  onportunity  of  distinguishing  yourself  tha 
fcrei^  man  had,  and  Tamenti]^  so.  piteously  the  loss  of  your 
reputation,  tliat  I  was  prompted  to  make  almost  any  effort  to 
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tilieFe jrw  £r«ia  $he  Ahain^  wliioh  flwiaed  to  QTtnrkeln 

jm.    This,  you  ye]^  Yf^H  favoW}  ^"Wa  t^  c^iflil^  of  Ibt  .<!^ 
ii^9^t^  I  ihi^n  graiiited  y  w-'* 

Here  Commodore  Perry  directly  contradicts  him- 
self. He  eoilld  not  have  written  the  le^r  of  S^tem- 
ber  18, 1818,  from  a  compiissicnate  desire  to  SK)oth0 
the 'feelings  of  an  officer  whom  he  knew  to  have  mis- 
behaved, and  Whom  he  was  endeavoring  to  screen. 
StK^h  supposition  is  contradicted  and  rej^led  by  this 
letter  at'  the  very  commencement.  By  Commodore 
Perry's  own  showing,  Captain  Elliott  was  not  "  sick 
in  bed,"  indulging  in  pathetic  and  unmanly  lamenta- 
tions over  his  misconduct,  and  did  not,  with  the  con- 
scious abasement  of  a  criminal,  implore  Commodore 
Peiry  to  shield  him  from  merited  punishment,  and 
di^race.  Neither,  by  his  own  showing,  was  he 
wrought  upon  by  the  abject  supplications  of  a  repent- 
ant pdtroon,  to  strain  a  point  in  his  favor.  The  let- 
ter of  Captain  Elliott  to  which  that  of  Commodore 
Perry  was  a  reply,  was  the  production  of  an  officer 
conscious  of  his  integrity,  knowing  that  he  had  been 
impeached,  and  in  manly  terms,  calling  upon  his 
commander  for  a  written  contradiction  of  the  im- 
peachment; for  a  deserved  and  e^rpec^crf  justification. 
Commodore  Perry's  reply  to  it  was  an  outpouring  of 
indtgnationf  at  a  proceeding  so  groundless  ap^  t^i 
as  a  charge  of  misconduct  against  such  a  man  as 
Captain  Elliott.  If  Commodore  Perry  believed  him 
guilty,  and  was  moved  by  his  abject  condition  to  do^ 
every  thing,  for  the  purpose  of  screening  him,  "not 
absolutely  inconsistent  with  truth,"  woSd  he  have 
writteh  in  terms  so  frank,  so  cordial,  so  "  iiidignantf 
so  completely  exculpatory,  so  thoroughly  complimen- 
tary ?  No !  He  would  have  written  a  cold,  formal 
certificate,  i^a^njy  inppjyii^g^h^t  .he «,  could  not  say 
mof  ^  an4  ^^  straining  a  point  to  say  so  much.  To 
ftl^)jpqfle  o^erwise,  to  mippose  tbni  KDoaunadore^rry, 


116  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

in  writing  (hat  letter,  was  laboring  to  save  from  dis^ 
grace  an  officer  whom  he  beUeved  to  deserve  it,  is  to 
suppose  that  compassion  triumphed  over  honesty, 
veracity,  public  duty ;  to  suppose  a  libd  upon  his 
memory!  He  cotUd  notf  he  did  not  then  believe 
that  Captain  Elliott  was  j^ilty !  And  yet  Conmio- 
dore  Perry,  in  his  letter  of  June  18,  1818,  insinuates 
that  his  certificate  or  letter  of  September  18,  1813, 
was  a  Ao^^y  production,  wrung  firom  him  by  the  sight 
of  Captain  ElUott's  abject  condition!  But  here  is 
another  contradiction ;  for  this  very  letter  shows  that 
Commodore  Perry  wrote  it  deUberately,  took  time  to 
consider,  and  slept  one  night  upon  the  letter  to  which 
it  is  a  reply.  A  man  may  be  very  deliberate  in  his 
indignation,  when  in  earnest,  but  cannot,  "  without 
absdute  inconsistency  with  truth,"  express  indigna- 
tion which  he  does  not  feel ;  and  the  more  deliberate 
the  affectation,  the  greater,  the  more  inexcusable  is 
the  violation  of  truth.  If  Commodore  Perry  believed 
Captain  EUiott  to  be  falsely  accused,  he  might  be  the 
more  indignant,  the  longer  he  pondered  upon  the 
&lse  accusation.  But  to  suppose  that  he  believed 
Captain  Elliott  guilty,  wished  to  plaster  his  shattered 
reputation,  and  coolly,  deliberately,  cautiously  framed 
for  the  purpose  a  set,  formal  expression  of  indignor 
tiofij  is  to  suppose  that  Commodore  Perry  did  what 
he  is  beUeved  to  have  been  incapable  of  doing. 

But  admitting  that  Commodore  Perry  believed  him 
ffuilty  of  cowardice  or  treachery,  and  in  order  to  save 
him  from  the  just  consequences,  affected  to  be  indig- 
nant at  the  charge,  could  he  have  afterwards  intrust- 
ed him  with  important  commands  without  violating 
his  pubUc  duty  ?  Yet  that  Commodore  Perry  did  so 
intrust  him,  appears  from  the  following  letter. 

«  U.  S.  Schooner  Ariel  Detroit  Harbor^ 
20th  Sept.  1813. 
8iB,— Ton  will  proceed  with  the  Niagara,  accon^MUnied 
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by  tke  deorpioa  and  T%ress,  to  Lake  6t.  Cbttr,  and  t9r 
deavoT  to  intercept  the  enemy's  yesaels  that  hare  |N»baU^ 
g[one  to  the  Rirer  Thames.  I  shall  follow  with  an  addi- 
tional force.  Qreat  eawtiom  must  be  observed  when  you  ar- 
rive at  ^e  mouth  of  the  Thames,  as  the  enemy  is  well  pro- 
vided with  artillery.  I  rely  entirely  on  your  dificreftioft  and 
judgment 


Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

O4   XX. 


PKRBY. 


He  relies  entirely  upon  Captain  Elliott^  discfyeiion 
and  iudgmefU,  at  the  same  time  saying  that  such 
qualities  would  be  necessary,  as  great  caution  fmui 
be  observed  !  This  is  extraordinary  langua^  to  be 
addressed  to  an  officer  whom  he  believed  to  be  guilty 
<rf  cowardice  or  treachery,  and  whom  he  was  &Eh 
deavoring  to  screen  from  punishment !  ' 

Soon  after  this  service  was  performed,  Commodore 
Perry  again  tlxought  fit  to  intrust  him  with  an 
important  command,  as  appears  from  the  following 


^<  Put-inrBofL  im  Oct.  1815. 
3iB, — ^I  wish  you  to  take  command  of  the  tsquadron,  and 
proceed  with  them  off  Erie,  where  you  will  either  see  me  or 
receive  my  instructions.  The  Somers  must  take  on  board 
as  many  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  and  Petersbui^h  volun- 
teers as  she  can  possioly  carry,  and  proceed  to  Cleavelapd, 
where  they  are  to  be  landed.  3be  will  then  take  on  board  a 
load  of  provisions  for  this  place,  a  part  of  which  will  be 
landed  here,  the  remainder  at  Detroit.  She  will  take  on 
board  General  Cass's  brigade  remaining  at  this  place,  and 

Eroceed  with  them  to  Detroit ;  at  the  same  time  you  can  jnyp 
er  such  further  instructions  as  you  think  proper.  The 
Poro^pine,  on  her  return  from  Portage,  will  go  to  the  Middle 
Sister  Island  and  take  on  board  the  ba^fgage  belonging  to 
the  army,  return  to  this  place,  and  take  as  many  of  General 
M' Arthur's  brigade  as  she  can  carry,  and  repair  to  Erie  with 
them  for  orders.  The  Tigress,  on  ner  return  from  Portajp^e, 
niust  take  the  wounded  prisoners  to  'Brie.  The  Scorition 
must  land  the  militia  and  volunteers  at  Cleaveland,  tali^  on 
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board  a  load  of  proyisions  for  the  army,  and  follow  the 
squadron  down  the  lake. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  ob't  serv't, 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Capt  Eluott, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Niagara." 

Nor  is  this  all  that  shows  the  opinion  then  enter- 
tained by  Commodore  Perry  of  this  cowcurd  and 
traitor.  Soon  after  the  battle,  Commodore  Perry  so- 
licited and  obtained  leave  to  retire  from  the  com- 
mand of  Lake  Erie ;  and  the  army  being  then  en- 
gaged in  important  operations,  and  requiring  all  the 
aid  of  the  fleet,  he  left  Captain  EUwU  in  command 
of  this  fleet  I  Let  the  reader  peruse  the  following 
letter. 

^' Bufalo,2eth  Oct.  1813. 
Sm, — The  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  having  grant- 
ed me  permission  to  leave  the  lake  service,  the  command  of 
course  devolves  on  you,  which  I  now  resign  to  you.  I  en- 
close you  attested  copies  of  Commodore  Chauncev's  letters 
to  mcL  which  are  so  full,  and  having  communicated  with  you 
fully  Wore  I  left  Erie,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say  any  thing  more  as  to  the  distributiuu  of  the  squadron ;  I 
b^  you  will  comply  with  Commodore  Chauncey's  direc- 
tions respecting  the  muster  rolls.  Those  of  the  Lawrence 
and  Flotilla  were  si^ed  before  I  left  Erie. 

Every  assistance  m  your  power  must  be  rendered  to  the 
army.  The  Ariel  is  directed  to  remain  here,  and  assist  the 
Chippewa  and  Little  Belt,  that  have  unfortunately  grounded. 
I  enclose  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  your  government. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am.  Sir, 
Yours,  4bc. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Capt.  Jessb  D.  Elliott, 
U.  States  Navy." 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  Captain  Elliott  beine  se- 
cond in  command,  the  command  of  course  devolved 
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on  him,  in  the  absence  of  the  chief  Commodoie 
Peny  was  not  obliged,  of  course^  to  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  doing  more  mischief  To  suppose 
that  he  had  so  much  compassion^  is  to  suppose  that 
he  had  very  little  patriotism  and  still  less  ndeUty. 

As  Commodore  Perry,  in  leaving  the  lake,  after 
visiting  Newport,  proceeded  to  Washington,  he  might 
have  arranged  with  the  Secretary  of  tfie  Navy  for 
saving  the  fleet  and  the  army  firom  the  danger  of 
havitig  the  former  in  charge  of  a  coward  or  a  traitor, 
without  subjecting  this  coward  or  traitor  to  public 
disgrace.  Captain  Elliott  could  have  been  transfer- 
red to  some  other  station,  to  act  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  some  officer  that  could  be  trusted ;  he  could 
have  been  sent  back  to  Lake  Ontario,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Commodore  Chauncey ;  and  in- 
stead of  complaining,  would  have  secretly  rejoiced  in 
any  mode  of  salvation.  He  could  have  gone  back 
to  Lake  Ontario  without  exciting  any  un&vorable 
suspicion;  for  on  being  sent  for  by  Commodore 
Perry,  before  the  battle,  who  was  very  anxious  to  ob- 
tain his  aid,  he  consented  to  go  upon  condition  of  re- 
turning to  Lake  Ontario  imm^iiately  after  the  defeat 
of  the  enemy,  should  such  event  occur.  After  the 
battle,  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  per- 
mission to  rejoin  the  fleet  on  Lake  Ontario,  for  there 
a  great  battle  was  expected,  the  number  of  seamen  in 
the  American  fleet  being  nearly  five  thousand.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  mstead  of  eagerly  improving 
this  oi^rtunity  to  get  rid  of  him  upon  Lake  Eiriei 
demurs  to  his  request  in  the  following  terms. 

"Aiiuy  Department^  Oct.  14, 1813. 
Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.;  Captaia 
Perry  having  asked  ana  obtained  leave  to  retire  from  the 
command  on  Lake  Erie,  as  soon  as  the  immediate  service  in 
which  he  is  engaged  will  admit ;  I  cannot  at  this  moment 
decide  apon  your  request  \  but  as  soon  as  the  service  and 
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tho  tnraAgements  of  that  command  shall  ptifenit)  I  am  mudh 
diapoMd  to  gmtify  your  wish. 

I  am,  lespectfully. 
Your  obedie 

W. 
Capt  JtusBE  D.  Bluoti*, 

U.  8.  Ship  Niagara,  Sandusky." 


lient  serrant, 

r.  JONfiS. 


Had  Commodore  Perry  then  made  any  secret  com^ 
plaint  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  stated  Cap- 
tain Elliott's  case  as  he  afterwards  stated  it  in  this  let* 
ter  of  June  18, 1818,  he  would  have  been  attentively 
heard,  implicitly  believed,  and  the  subject  would  have 
been  promptly  acted  upon  ;  for  he  was  then  in  hi^ 
fevof  tirith  ttie  government,  had  exhibited  no  preju- 
dices, no  animosities  against  Captain  ElUott,  and  his 
repre8«itati(ms  would  have  been  ascribed  to  solicitude 
for  the  public  service,  and  not  to  personal  pique. 
Nor  would  such  confidential  representation  have  been' 
unusual ;  for  as  he,  in  common  with  every  ofBicer  of 
ttie  nary,  then  well  knew,  a  standing  rule  of  the  Navy 
Dqsartment  requires  all  commanding  ofSlcers  tocom«> 
mnnicate  confidentially  to  the  head  of  Ihe  Depart* 
mentj  any  information  which  they  may  deem  import* 
ant,  concerning  all  imder  their  respective  commands ; 
trhich  confidential  communications  are  nevCT  di* 
Vtd|^%  The^  object  of  this  rule  is  to  preserve  the 
disdpline  asd  efficiency  of  the  navy.  But  Capt&iB 
Elliott  "tMs  wa4  removed  firom  this  important  com- 
Bittid ;  which  proves,  either  diat  Commodore  Perry 
ttade  no  covnplaint,  or  that  his  oomplaittt  was  not 
heeded.  If  th^  he  made  no  complaint,  and  yet  be^ 
lieved  Captain  Elliott  guilty,  he  voluntarily  left  the 
fle^  in  tsommand  of  one  who  could  not  be  trusted. 
V  hs^  made  any  complaint,  it  was  fBsregarded  at  a 
time  when  he  wAyei  given  no  reason  to  doubt  his 
rqproeentoitioas.  Hiere  then  is  a  glaring  inconi.^teBcy 
between  Commodore  Peory^i  letters  of  ScptemNer  16^ 
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1813,  and  June  18, 1818 ;  and  the  only  mode  of  say- 
ing lum  from  the  imputation  of  deliberate  mis-repre- 
sentation in  the  one  or  the  other,  an  imputation  to 
which  it  seems  impossible  to  believe  him  liable,  is  to 
consider  the  first  as  a  frank,  sincere,  and  true  state* 
ment  of  the  case,  and  tbe  second  aa  the  ou^KNiringof 
a  mind  diseased  by  personal  enmity. 

11 
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CHAPTER  yn. 


Battle  of  Lake  Brie.  Tettunony  in  ikvor  of  Captain  B>Uott.  Lettera  of  oAcera 
oftheNianra.  Proeoedinga  in  Concreas.  HedaL  Sword.  Procoedinga  on 
Nortliem  uontier.    Lettera  fkom  officera  of  armj  and  UKfj. 

All  the  accusatory  testimony  against  Captain 
Elliott  is  now  before  the  reader.  The  exculpatory 
shall  next  be  introduced,  and  submitted  to  an  exanu- 
nation  equally  rigid ;  and  if  the  witnesses  agree  with 
themselves,  with  each  other,  and  with  probabilities, 
the  reader  will  decide  how  far  an  officer  is  convicted 
of  cowardice  or  treachery,  who  is  accused  by  cantrch 
dictory  and  defended  by  consistent  testimony. 

Of  file  exculpatory  documents  now  to  be  introdu- 
ced, the  first  in  order  of  time  is  the  following  letter 
firom  the  officers  of  the  Niagara  to  Captain  Emott 

«  U.  8.  Brig  Niagara,  Sept.  19.  1813. 
Captain  Eluott, 

Sir,— We,  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Brig  Niagara,  under 
your  command,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  congratulate 
you  on  our  late  yictory  oyer  the  British  squadron ;  well  con- 
vinced that  in  you  we  were  ably  commanded,  and  that  your 
valor,  intrepidity  and  skill  could  not  be  surpassed.  You 
have.  Sir,  our  most  ardent  wish  for  future  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness, both  in  your  official  and  private  capacity,  and  may 
your  fatnre  naval  course  ever  be  as  brilliant  as  the  present. 
Receive,  Sir,  the  assurance  of  our  greatest  lespect, 

J.  E.  Smith,  Lieut 

H.  BIaorath,  Purser. 

Nelson  Webstbb,  Lieut 

J.  J.  Edwards,  Lieut 

Rorert  B.  Barton.  Suraeon. 

H.  B.  Brevoort,  2d  U.  S.  Inftntry. 
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It  must  be  admitted  that  the  officers  of  Oaptam 
ElUott's  own  ship  had  same  opportunities  of  obsenr- 
in^  his  conduct  during  the  batUe.  It  must  also  be 
admitted  that  they  were  equal  to  the  ot^cears  of  anj 
other  of  the  ships,  in  courage,  skill,  padriotism,  mih- 
tary  honor,  and  a  desire  to  £stingum  themselyes  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  or  to  participate  in  the 
glory  of  achieving  a  victory  in  the  first  battle  ever 
fouriit  by  an  American  ./lee^.  If  then  Certain  Elliott 
misbehaved,  and  by  such  misbehavior,  deprived 
them  of  an  opportunity  for  distinguishing  themselves, 
they  must  have  known  it,  and  would  have  felt  all  the 
indignation  that  such  conduct  would  naturally,  ne- 
cessarily excite,  in  brave  and  honorable  minds.  Under 
such  circumstances,  would  they  have  written  such  a 
letter  ?  Would  they  have  been  desirous  of  saving 
from  public  di^race,  a  poltroon  who  had  defrauded 
them  of  an  opportunity  for  covering  themselves  with 
glory?  Regard  to  their  own  reputation  would  have 
prompted  to  a  different  course ;  for  if  there  were  any 
thing  mysterious  in  the  management  of  the  Niagara, 
if  she  were  kept  at  a  distance  when  she  ought  to  nave 
been  in  close  action,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
public  to  decide  upon  whom  the  blame  should  &U, 
till  the  af&ir  were  explained.  The  public  mieht 
say  that  ail  the  officers  of  the  ship  were  equally 
in  fault,  all  cowardly  or  treacherous.  Self-re£^)ect 
would  therefore  have  urged  them  to  speak  out  plainly, 
and  Captain  Elliott  would  have  been  convicted  by  a 
Court  Martial,  upon  the  testimony  of  his  own  officers; 
But  even  admitting  that  they  were  willing  to  sacri- 
fice themselves  for  the  purpose  of  saving  a  coward  or 
a  traitor,  the  utmost  that  could  have  been  expected 
from  them  would  have  been  a  cold,  formal  certificate,  - 
<<  damning  with  faint  praise."  Instead  of  this,  they  ad- 
dressed to  Captain  Elliott  a  letter  which  came  warm 
from  the  heart;  which  breathed  thehighest  admiration, 


^  LtFB  OP  COIf«  BIAlOfrV. 

the  most  affectionate  regaid ;  wlneh  showed  that  tb^ 
both  respected  atid  knred  thdr  commands,  and  le- 
joiced  in  the  opportunity  of  pouring  out  their  fedinga 
Sf  their  object  \rere  merely  to  shield  a  coward  or  a 
tmitor,  this  letter  went  fiur^  rery  &r,  beyond  the  Be* 
cessities  of  the  case.  Even  were  it  possible  for  them 
to  assume  the  appearance  of  respect,  they  could  not 
that  of  affection  1  That  woidd  be  to  trifle  with,  to 
trample  upcm  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature ;  and 
from  this,  every  heart  not  hardened  must  revolt ! 

The  next  exctllpatory  document  is  the  following 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nairy,  from  the  same 
officers  who  agned  the  last^  excepting  Dr.  Barton. 

Letter  horn  the  Officers  on  board  the  Niagara  to  the  Seere* 
tary  of  the  Navy. 
U.  S.  Sloop  NiagarcL^  \Zth  Oct,  at  Anchor 
off  Detroit^  U.  C. 

Respected  Sir,— We  have  with  regret  seen  theeonden^d, 
and^uf^  as  to  add^  the  partial  statemeats  of  the  late  action 
on  Lake  Erie,  and  mdnced  by  motives  of  the  wannest  ad- 
miration and  greatest  respeet  for  our  commander,  Captain 
J.  D.  Elliott,  we  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  onr 
combined  observations  on  tbe  above  late  action,  and  knowing 
as  we  do  your  power  of  discrimination  and  impartiality  of 
judgment,  we  commit  it  to  ycm  with  fall  confidence  of  its 
uaiversal  evidence  and  consideration. 

On  the  10th  September,  1813,  while  lying  in  Put-in- Bay, 
the  enemy's  fleet  was  discovered  from  the  Lawrence's  mast 
head.  At  5  A.  M.  signal  1205,  our  squadron  weighed  and 
commenced  beating  out  of  the  bay,  in  company  tbe  Law-* 
rence.  Captain  Perry,  the  Niagara,  Captain  Elliott,  the  Cale^ 
donia,  Ariel,  Scorpion^  Somers,  Porcupine,  Tigress,  and 
Tripne.  At  6  A.  M.  discovered  the  sails  in  the  Western 
board  to  be  the  enemy's  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships, 
two  brigs,  one  schooner,  one  sloop  of  war,  with  their  boara 
tacks  on  board,  standing^  to  the  southward,  under  easy  sail, 
our  sqtmdron  asing  alTpossiMe  exertion  to  ioin  them  b^ 
beating  out  of  the  iMiy.  Kept  our  wind  on  the  larboard  tad^ 
in  order  to  preserve  gage,  which  was  effected.  Observed 
the  enemies  squadron  to  form  in  line  of  battle  ahead,  in  the 
fbttowing  order :— the  Detroit  leading  the  van ;  brig  Hunter, 
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Queen  Charlotte,  Lady  Prevost,  Chivpewajr  and  Little  Belt 
Ova  squadron  formin|^  in  line  of  iKittle  in  the  following 
order : — Schooner  Ariel  of  four  and  Scorpion  of  two  guns, 
on  the  Lawrence's  weather  bow,  the  Lawrence,  Captain 
Perry,  leading  the  yan;  the  Caledonia,  the  Niagara,  the  < 
Porcupine,  the  Somers,  Tigress^  and  the  Trippe.  At  a 
quarter  before  12,  the  enemy's  ship  Detroit  commenced  fir- 
ing on  our  headmost  vessels,  distance  computed  at  one  mile 
and  a  half.  At  meridian  the  action  became  general  and 
closer,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  fire  being  directed  at  the  Law- 
rence, Caledonia,  and  Niagara.  The  Lawrence  labored  under 
a  very  sreat  disadvantage  at  this  time ;  observing  her  shot 
to  fall  snort  of  the  Detroit,  who,  having  long  guns,  placed 
her  shot  in  the  Lawrence  deliberately,  and  at  discreticm. 
This,  in  our  opinion,  is  one  reason  why  the  Lawrence  be- 
came so  shattered.  The  Niagara's  position  was  close  astern 
of  the  Caledonia,  which  she  maintained,  and  beinff  a  little 
abaft  the  weather  beam  of  the  Clueen  Charlotte,  abreast  of 
the  Lady  Prevost  and  rest  of  the  enemy's  squadron,  the 
whole  or  whose  fire  she  sustained.  At  this  time  the  dueen 
Charlotte  was  discovered  to  bear  up,  and  stand  away  from 
the  Niagara's  fire.  Captain  Elliott  ordered  the  fore  and  aft 
mainsau  to  be  hauled  out  and  the  jib  sheet  aft,  in  order  to 
come  up  with  her,  she  being  the  vessel  we  meant  particular- 
ly to  engage.  The  dueen  Charlotte  having  gained  the  De- 
troit's lee,  and  the  Lawrence  gaining  ahead,  Captain  Elliott 
ordered  the  Caledonia  to  bear  up  and  leave  us  room  to  close 
with  the  Lawrence,  which  was  done,  and  the  action  carried 
on  with  great  vigor  and  spirit  on  both  sides.  The  most  of 
our  fire  was  now  directed  against  the  dueen  Charlotte,  (she 
having  regained  the  line,)  Lady  Prevost.  and  Little  Belt 
We  now  ranged  ahead,  receiving  the  combined  fires  of  the 
Detroit,  dneen  Charlotte^  and  Lady  Prevost.  The  Lawrenee, 
s<Hne  time  previous  to  this,  had  dropped  astern  much  shatter- 
ed and  useless.  Captain  Peiry  leu  her  and  came  on  board 
the  Niagara ;  he  observed  to  Cfaptain  Elliott  diat  he  appre- 
hended the  action  was  lost,  who  with  the  spirit  and  prompti- 
tude we  have  been  accustomed  to  see  him  exert,  replied.  No, 
Sir.  I  will  yet  try  and  save  the  day  ;  he  accordingly  repaired 
<m  board,  and  taking  the  direction  of  one  of  the  small  ves- 
sels, brought  the  whole  of  them  into  action  at  close  musket 
shot ;  the  consequence  was  that  in  ten  minutes  the  Detroit 
and  dueen  Charlotte,  with  the  Lady  Prevost,  struck  to  uil 
and  soon  after  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  squadron  followed 
their  example.  The  Lawrence  had  some  minutes  before 
11* 
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this  struck  faer  colon  and  hauled  oat  of  the  line.  Ton  \rlX 
perceiye,  Sir,  by  this  account,  that  the  Niagara  was  most  use- 
ntlly  and  ener^tically  encased  during  the  action,  and  the 
gpdlant  manner  and  the  celerity  with  which  the  small  res- 
sels  were  brought  into  action,  and  the  instant  change  effect- 
ed by  it,  ranks  Captain  Elliott  in  our  opinion  as  SECOHn  to 
KONE  in  the  attainment  of  the  late  action. 

We  are  unwilling  to  quit  the  subject  without  expressing 
our  estimation  of  our  noble  commander.  We  ieel  it  a  duty 
to  him  and  ourselves  to  express  our  opinion  of  his  conduct 
during  the  action,  which  was  manifested'  by  his  cooL  brare 
and  judicious  deportment,  and  are  firmly  of  opinion,  tnat  his 
Talor  could  not  be  surpassed  by  any  ;  and  that  in  him  the 
American  flag  has  a  most  zealous,  sldlftil  and  heroic  defend- 
er. We  hare  here  endeavored,  Sir,  to  give  you  a  succinct 
and  minute  account  of  the  action  from  the  commencement 
to  the  close,  in  doing  this,  we  have  been  actuated  by  unpre- 
judiced lore  and  respect  tor  Captain  Elliott. 
We  hare  the  nonor  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

J.  E.  Smith,  Lieut. 

H.  Magrath,  Purser, 

J.  J.  Edwards,  Lieut. 

Nelson  Webster,  A.  M. 

A.  B.  Brevoort,  Capt.  2d  Reg.  U.  S.  In. 
Hon.  Wm.  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington.** 

This  is  another  specimen  of  that  warm  ana  gene- 
rous feeling  which  characterized  the  last  mentioned 
letter  of  these  same  officers,  and  like  that,  could  only 
have  been  dictated  by  sincere  respect  for  a  brave, 
i^ful  and  injured  officer.  The  first  specification  of 
Commodore  Perry's  first  ehar^  insinuates  that  this 
was  procured  by  the  solicitation  of  Captain  Elliott. 
But  this  insinuation  is  repelled  by  the  very  first  sen- 
taioe  of  this  letter,  which  was  manifestly  dictated  by 
in^gnation  at  the  hasty  and  indefinite  manner  in 
which  Captain  Elliott's  services  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  official  report.  It  gives  a  description  of  the 
Wttle  which  is  perfectly  consistent,  clear  and  distinct, 
and  which  r^imsents  all  the  events  detailed  as  oe* 
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Gtmin^  in  regular  suecessiob,  tritiidut  any  of  Utat 
confusion  and  perplexity  which  characterises  the  ttf- 
ficial  leffott^  The  closing  paragraph  is  highly  com- 
plimentary to  Cs^adn  EllioU,  and  could  never  have 
proceeded  from  a  desire  ta  mtfB>  the  re^dtfttion^df  a 
coward  and  a  traitor. 

The  next  is  a  letter  from  Major  Brevoort,  the  same 
who  signed  both  of  the  letters  last  mentioned,  to  Ma- 
jor James  S.  Swearingen  of  the  United  States  Army. 
This  was  written  only  nineteen  days  after  the  battle, 
when  the  principal  events  were  yet  fresh  in  the  au- 
thor's memory,  and  is  accordingly  important  in  show- 
ing the  conversation  that  occurred  between  Captains 
Perry  and  Elliott,  when  the  former  boarded  the  Nia- 
gara during  the  battle,  and  when  the  latter  returned 
to  her  afterwards. 

^  Erie,  Nov,  I,  1813. 
Sir. — To  my  astonishment  and  surprise,  on  my  arriral  at 
this  place,  I  discovered  some  malicious  persons  Had,  with 
uncommon  industry,  circulated  a  report  nrejudicial  to  the 
character  of  our  mutual  friend,  Captanoi  Elliott.  Now,  Sir, 
I  was  on  hoard  the  Niagara  with  CaptaiA  Elliott,  in  the 
character  of  a  marine  ofiicer,  and  during  the  action,  I  do  most 
solemly  declare  his  conduct  to  have  been  such  as  went  to 
establish  him  in  my  confidence  as  a  brave,  correct  and  hu- 
mane man ;  and  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  satisftiction  I 
do  assure  you  that  it  was  bis  vestfei,  his  conduct  and  exei^ 
tionsj  that  at  this  moment  crown  our  country  with  the  vic- 
tor^ It  has  obtained.  I  am  sure  you  wiU  join  in  opinion  with 
me,  that  the  above  statement  is  but  a  faint  sketch,  when  I 
give  you  the  words  of  Captain  Perry  when  he  came  on 
board.  He  observed  that  he  believed  the  day  was  h)st;  as 
two  thirds  of  his  men  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  hi^i 
vessel  could  give  no  further  assistance.  "  No  f"  said  Elliott: 
"  I  can  yet  save  it !"  "  I  wish  to  God  you  would."  said 
Perry.  "  Take  charge  of  my  batterjr  white  I  bring  tne  gun 
boats  in  close  action,  and  the  day  wiTl  yet  be  ours."  Aftet 
the  action  was  over  and  Captain  Elliott  came  on  board.  Cap- 
tain Perry  ran  and  caught  hold  of  his  hand,  saying.  "  I  owe 
all  this  to  your  exertions ;  it  has  given  us  the  oay.''  I  ahio 
enclose  you  a  paper,  containing  Captain  Perry's  letter  to 
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Captain  Slliott^  in  which  he  giret  him  much  credit  forbear- 
ing off  the  Royal  Charlotte,  ^. 

BelieTe  me  to  be,  ^. 

H.  B.  BREVOORT, 
Capt  2d  Regt  U.  S.  In. 
Mig.  Jambs  S.  Swsabinobn." 

The  next  is  a  very  important  document,  for  it  di- 
rectly contradicts  one  of  Commodore  Perry's  chai^;es, 
and  Mr.  Brownell's  affidavit.  The  reader  will  recol- 
lect that  the  tenth  specification  of  Commodore  Perry's 
first  charge  is,  that  Captain  Elliott  caused  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Erie  Gazette  of  December  1,  1813,  a 
&lse  version  of  the  note  which  he  addressed  to  Com- 
modore Perry  on  the  night  of  September  17,  1813, 
and  caused  to  be  published,  at  the  same  time,  Com- 
modore Perry's  reply  of  September  18,  1813.  The 
reader  will  also  recollect  that  according  to  Mr.  Brow- 
nell's  affidavit,  Mr.  Magrath  said  that  he  would  sa- 
crifice his  right  arm,  if  he  could  withdraw  his  name 
firom  the  letter  which  he  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  in  company  with  the  officers  of  the  Ni- 
agara. The  document  now  to  be  introduced  is  a  let- 
ter frop  Mr.  Magrath  to  the  editor  of  the  Erie  Sen- 
tinel, inclosing  for  publication  Captain  Elliott's  note 
and  Commodore  Perry's  reply.  Commodore  Perry, 
in  his  charges,  misnames  it  Erie  Gazette. 

*<To  the  Editor  of  the  Erie  Sentinel. 
Some  persons,  actuated  by  base  and  unworthy  motires, 
have  fitlsely  and  maliciously  caused  the  public  opinion  to  be 
unfaYorably  impressed  with  the  conduct  of  Captain  Elliott 
in  the  Niagara,  on  the  10th  of  September.  I  beliere  there 
are  many  who  entertain  the  erroneous  opinion  that  the  Nia- 
gara rendered  no  assistance  to  the  Lawrence.  The  subjoin- 
ed notes  of  Captains  Perry  and  Elliott,  I  hope,  will  remote 
these  impressions.  I  can,  from  my  own  knowledge,  declare 
Captain  Elliott's  conduct  to  have  been  such  as  merits  the 
applanse  of  his  country.  His  brave  and  gallant  conduct  wasr 
signal  to  all  on  board  the  Niagara,  and  in  my  opinion,  could 
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not  liave  been  smpassed.  He  remarked  fo  me  ref^Mt^dl^  In 
the  action,  that  we  were  not  as  close  alongside  the  enmitf 
as  he  wisned,  that  we  left  their  long  guns  too  much  superio- 
rity, and  that  he  was  certain,  if  close  alongside  the  Ciueen 
Charlotte,  ten  minutes  would  determine  the  eoftlMt  in  our 
favor.  From  a  few  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  the  enemy  being  formed  ver^^  close  in  a  line  ahead, 
their  ^ot  came  over  us  in  erery  direction,  and  repeatedly 
hulled  us.  Our  position  was  preserved  as  I  believe  the  line 
was  intended  to  be  formed  durmg  the  action  ;  the  Caledonia 
being  so  close  ahead  of  us,  that  we  were  obliged  frequently 
to  keep  the  main  yard  braced,  shsurp  aback,  to  keep  from 
going  foul  of  her.  Finding  the  €lueen  Charlotte  to  make 
sail  ahead  from  our  fire,  as  we  sijypposed,  Captain  Elliott 
hailed  the  Caledonia,  and  ordered  her  helm  put  up,  which 
was  done,  and  the  Niagara  passed  ahead  by  filling  the  main- 
top-sail and  setting  the  jib  and  fore  and  aft  mainsails.  The 
Niagara  then  closed  in  the  wake  of  the  Lawrence,  and  con- 
tinued the  action  with  the  usual  vigor  until  the  Lawrence 
dropped  astern,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  Niagara  al- 
most instantly  became  abreast  of  the  Detroit  and  Queen 
Charlotte,  which  could  not  have  been  the  case  had  she  been 
a  long  distance  astern.  I  feel  it  my  duty  also  to  observe  that 
the  Lawrence,  until  near  the  close  of  the  engagement,  bore 
a  great  proportion  of  the  fire  of  the  Detroit  annd  Queen  Char- 
lotte, and  from  the  Detroit's  long  guns,  which  pierced 
thr^oilgh  her,  she  su0ered  considerably  more  in  every  respect 
than  the  Niagara.  Captain  Elliott's  volunteering  to  bring 
into  close  action  all  our  small  vessels,  which  was  nobly  ana 
heroically  executed,  aided  by  the  exertions  of  their  com- 
manders, produced  the  brilliant  victory  which  warms  with 
just  pride  the  bosom  of  every  American. 

HUMPHREY  MAGRATH." 


Here  follow  the  letters  between  Captdins  Elliott 
and  Perry,  dated  September  17  and  18,  1813,  pre- 
cisely as  they  appear  in  the  Naval  Monument^  and  in 
the  foregoing  pages. 

To  show  that  these  three  haters  were  published  ia 
the  Erie  Sentinel  precisdy  as  they  appear  in  these, 
pages,  the  following  certifiicate  is  offered. 
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**  1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  true  copies  as  published  in 
the  Erie  Northern  Sentinel  of  Norember  1,  1813. 

R;  S.  CURTIS, 
Editor  of  the  Sentinel. 
£He,  Augutt  31,  1818." 

The  next  exculpatory  document  is  the  letter  of 
Captain  Elliott  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
New-York,  April  16,  1816.*  The  exculpatory  mat- 
ter in  this  letter  is  the  statement  of  the  writer,  that, 
soon  after  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  he  applied  to  the 
Navy  D^)artment  for  an  investigation,  which  w(is 
not  granted  If  Why  was  it  refused'/  If  Captain 
Elliott's  misbehavior  was  so  notorious  to  air  the 
fleet  and  General  Harrison's  army,  it  is  extraordinary, 
either  that  the  Secretary  should  not  have  heard  of  it, 
or  J  having  heard  of  it,  should  not  deem  it  worthy  of 
investi^tion.  The  first  supposition  is  totally  impro- 
bable, if  not  impossible.  The  rumor  of  such  misbe- 
havior would  have  reached  him  from  innumerable 
sources;  and  to  suppose  otherwise,  would  be  to  sup- 
pose the  Secretary  less  informed  about  what  pecu- 
liarly concerned  his  own  department,  than  almost 
any  other  man  in  the  nation.  The  second  supposi- 
ticm  represents  the  Secretary  as  being  informed  of 
misconduct  in  a  Captain  of  the  Navy,  that  put  three 
fleets  and  an  army  in  imminent  danger,  and  yet  as 
too  regardless  of  the  public  interest  to  order  an  inves- 
tigation. This  would  be  a  reflection  upon  the  com- 
petency or  fidelity  of  the  Hon.  William  Jones,  to 
which  no  Secretary  of  the  American  Navy  was  ever 
liable.  His  refusal  to  order  an  investigation  is  proofs 
clear,  convincing  proof ,,  that  he  was  distinctly  in- 
formed of  all  the  pnncipsil  facts  of  the  battle,  and  con- 
vinced that  Captain  Elliott  had  done  his  duty.  But 
it  may  be  said  that  if  Captain  Elliott  were  not  guilty, 

*  Appendix,  B.  1. 
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an  investigation  was  due,  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing him  against  unfounded  imputations;  and  there- 
fore that  an  investigation  was  denied  from  the  appre- 
hension that,  it  would  terminate  unfeivorabty  to  his 
reputation.  This  supposition  is  also  injurious  to  thei 
Secretary,  for  it  supposes  him  wilhng  to  shield  cow- 
ardice or  harbor  treason.  It  moreover  supposes  the 
absurdity  of  the  Secretary's  entertaining  apprehen- 
sions about  the  result  of  an  investigation,  upon  which 
point  Captain  Elliott,  the  party  immediately  con- 
cerned, was  perfectly  fearless.  The  ground  taken 
by  the  Secretary  was,  that  the  most  thorough,  the 
most  dignified  refutation  of  any  charges  against 
Captain  ElUott,  would  be  the  reftisal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  notice  tfiem.  This  course  left  to  him  the 
approbation  of  the  Government,  necessarily  implied 
firom  its  silence  concerning  any  imputations,  and  the 
active  exertions  of  his  own  friends  in  the  fleet,  who 
were  sufficiently  numerous,  and  possessing  sufficient 
credit  with  the  public,  to  counteract  the  machinations 
of  his  enemies,  of  which  he  seemed  to  have  a  few. 

But  the  Government,  while  refusing  an  investiga- 
tion at  Captain  Elliott's  request,  were  not  disposed  to 
dismiss  the  affiiir  silently;  for  after  his  application 
to  the  Department,  the  Secretary  made  a  report  to 
Congress,  doubtless  with  reference  to  these  imputa- 
tions, and  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  some  legisla- 
tive action  upon  the  subject,  that  should  for  ever  set- 
tle the  question  about  Captain  Elliott's  behavior  in 
the  battle  of  Lake  Erte.  The  fi>llowinj?  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  Record,  bein||  an  extract  of  a  Report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Hon.  William 
Lowndes,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

*^Navy  Department^  Dec.  27,  1813. 
^  While  the  heroic  eomnunder  of  the  American  squadron 
justly  merits  the  highest  honors  which  the  ezprecsions  of 


199  LIFB  OF  COM.  PLLtOTT, 

tke  National  Council  can  bestow,  tke  second  in  command 
on  that  eventful  day,  appears  to  merit  particular  distinction 
for  the  important  and  deeisire  share  he  had  in  that  gloriooa 
erent ;  and  it  is  grateftil  in  the  highest  decree,  that  every 
aficer  and  auui  on  that  tryinjir  occasion,  diaehaiged  hia  dulf 
to  tha  n«tioii  with  seal  fideUlr,  and  hon(». 

BENJAMIN  HOMANS-** 
Copy  of  Record. 

Tbe  response  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
hji»  report  was  in  tbe  following  words. 

'^]Resolyed — That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  struck, 
emblematical  of  the  action  tetween  the  two  squad- 
rons, and  present  them  to  Captain  Perry  and  Captain 
Jesse  D.  Elliott,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most 
honorable  to  them ;  and  that  the  President  be  further 
requested  to  present  a  silver  medal,  with  suitable 
emUems  and  devices,  to  each  of  the  conmussioned 
officers,  either  of  the  Navy  or  Army,  serving  on  board, 
and  a  sword  to  each  of  the  Midshipmen  and  Sailing 
Masters,  who  so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  on 
that  memorable  day." 

These  two  documents  imply  something  more  than 
meets  the  eye.  They  contain  internal  evidence  of 
being  founded  upon  something  which  the  Secretary 
axid  the  Naval  Committee  had  been  apprised  of,  ana 
were  resolved  to  settle.  They  indicate  that  Captain 
Elliott  had  been  assailed,  and  that  the  Government, 
Imowing  his  deserts,  were  resolved  to  protect  him. 
The  mode  of  protection  too  is  much  more  effectual 
fou^  showing  their  sense  of  his  merits,  than  a  Court  of 
Inquiry  would  have  been;  for  bv  orderinjg^  a  court, 
tbev  would  have  inq[d[ied  that  tne  question  of  his 
milt  or  innocence  was  doubtful  till  investigated;  but 
by  ordering  a  compliment^  they  signified  that  his 
conduct  did  not  admit  erf  a  ^Yestion.  This  proceed- 
)Dg  is  decisive,  for  it  is  the  highest  compliment  which 
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the  Hoase  of  Representathres  could  bestow.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  navy,  after  sa3ring  tfiat 
Commodore  Perry  merited  the  highest  honors  which 
the  House  could  bestow,  says  that  Captain  EUiott 
merited  particular  distinction  for  the  DECISIVE 
share  which  he  had  in  the  glorious  events  of  the  day* 
If  then  the  share  of  Captain  Elliott  was  decisive^ 
which  means  that  he  DECIDED  the  fortune  of  the 
day,  his  merit  was  equal  at  least  to  that  of  Commo- 
dore Perry;  and  so  say  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
in  their  resolution.  Why  this  particular  designation 
of  "  the  second  in  command,"  m  both  the  report  and 
the  resolution,  unless  some  insidious  comparisons 
had  been  made  between  the  second  and  ih&» first! 
Unl^s  some  hints  had  reached  Head  Ctuarters  of  a 
mischieyous  design  to  build  up  the  first  by  pulline 
down  the  second!  This  cunous,  this  unexamfded 
designation  in  these  conclusive  documents,  cannot 
be  easily  explained  upon  any  other  hypothesis.  It 
appears  then  from  Captain  Elliott's  statement  in  his 
request  for  a  Court  of  Inquiry  in  1816,  that  he  had 
made  a  similar  request  soon  after  the  battle;  and  it 
also  appears,  from  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
•flsntetives,  that  the  Secretary  responded  to  this  request 
by  a  complimentary  Report  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, who  responded  to  such  report  by  a  compli- 
mentary resolution ! ! 

To  show  that  the  object  of  this  l^slative  action 
was  to  defend  the  &me  of  Captain  EUiott,  and  was 
thought  a  better  expedient  for  such  purpose  than  a 
Court  of  Inquiry,  the  following  letter  is  offered  to  the 
reader,  being  from  a  member  of  Congress  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  one  of  his  constituents. 


^  Washington.  Jan.  4, 1814. 
8m,— Since  my  last  to  you,  the  report  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  your  commonications  to  me,  am 
12 
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been  laid  upon  oor  table.    From  it  I  extract  the  following 
paragraph. 

(Here  follows  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary 
"  While  the  heroic  commander,"  &c.) 

The  particular  attention  drawn  ip  me  conduct  of  Lieute- 
iiant  Elliott  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  report,  and 
the  equality  of  his  claim  to  public  gratituae  in  the  resolution 
reported  to  the  House  from  the  Senate,  and  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  be  confirmed  by  the  House,  must  be.  I 
think,  entirely  satisfactory  to  Lieutenant  Elliott  and  nis 
frienas. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  ob't  serv't. 

WM.  CRAWFORD. 

Sabiuel  Duncan  Esq." 

The  medal  voted  to  Captain  Elliott  by  this  resolu- 
tion, affords  no  slight  evidence  of  the  high  estimation 
in  which  he  was  then  held  at  Head  duarters ;  for  no- 
thing can  be  more  complimentary,  more  indicative  of 
the  energy  and  resolution  which  he  has  always  dis- 
played, than  the  legend  upon  the  fece  of  it.  The 
following  is  a  description  of  the  medals  granted  to 
Captains  Perry  and  Elliott. 

To  Captain  Perry. 

Face. — A  bust  of  Captain  Perry. 

Legend. — Oliverus  H.Perry,  princeps  staono 
Eriensi,  classim  totam  contudit. 

Reverse. — A  fleet  closely  engaged. 

Legend. — Viam  invenit  virtus  adt  pacit. 

Exergue. — Inter  class.  Ameri.  et  Brit,  die 
X  Sept.  mdcccxiii. 

To  Captain  Elliott. 

Face. — A  bust  of  Captain  Elliott. 

Legend. — ^Jesse  D.  Elliott.  Nil  actum  repu- 
TANs  SI  auiD  superesset  agendum. 

Reverse. — ^A  fleet  engaged. 

L^nd. — VlAM  INVENIT  VIRTUS  AUT  FACIT. 

Exergue. — ^Inter  class.  Ameri.  et  Brit,  die 
X  Sept.  mdcccxiii. 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT.  136 

The  only  difference  in  the  inscriptions  upon  the  two 
medals  is  in  the  legends  on  the  faces;  that  on  Cap- 
tain Perry's  being  Oliver  H.  Perry,  commander 
ON  Lake  Erie,  captured  a  whole  fleet;  that 
on  Captain  Elliott's  being  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  who 
thinks  nothing  done  while  any  thing  re- 
mains TO  BE  done. 

The  next  evidence  is  a  series  of  letters  and  ex- 
tracts of  letters,  showing  the  confidence  reposed  in 
Captain  Eljiott  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  by 
Commodore  Chauncey,  and  by  the  general  officers  of 
the  army,  and  by  Commodore  Perry  himself ;  and 
showing  also  that  his  command  upon  Lake  Erie 
after  the  departure  of  Commodore  Perry,  was  a  post 
of  great  difficulty,  danger  and  responsibility.  After 
the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  he  had  more  than  once  soli- 
cited the  permission  of  the  Secretary  to  join  the  great 
squadron  upon  Lake  Ontario,  a  battle  being  expected 
mere.  He  liad  also  soUclied  permission  to  visit  his 
femily  for  a  short  time,  then  suflfering  from  severe 
illness.  Neither  of  these  requests  was  granted,  be- 
cause— his  talents  and  energy  were  necessary  upon 
l«ake  Erie! 


"JVatjy  Department^  Nov,  4,  1813. 
Sir, — I  have  received  your  Jetier  of  22d  October.  Captain 
Perry  having  solicited  and  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and 
the  command  of  the  Naval  force  on  Lake  Erie  having  de- 
volved on  you,  and  instructions  having  been  forwarded  to 
jovL  by  Commodore  Chauncey,  the  commander'-in-chief,  who 
IS  held  responsible  for  all  the  arrangements  of  the  service 
on  the  lakes,  1  necessarily  refbr  your  request  to  the  commo- 
dore, who  will  doubtless  feel  disposed,  under  ^e  pressing 
nature  of  your  domestic  affairs,  to  grant  your  request,  if  the 
service  will  admit  of  your  absence  from  the  station,  which, 
though  inactive  in  winter,  nevertheless  requires  the  super- 
intending pare  of  an  officer  of  rank  and  talents,  to  protect  the 
public  interest,  inspect  the  accounts  of  previous  expenditure, 
which  are  extensive  and  unsettled,  to  check  and  regulate  the 
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enzrent  ezpeadhmf,  direct  the  repurs  and  outfits  prepa- 
catory  to  such  measures  as  the  ensuiug  campaign  may  de- 
signate. 

I  am  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serr't, 

W.  JONES. 
I  D.  Eluott,  Esq. 
Master  Commandant  U.  S.  Nary,  Erie." 


"  U.  a.  Ship  General  Pike,  SacketVa  narhor, 

Dec,  1,  1813. 
SiR^-^Here  follow  various  directions  for  repairing  and 
l^arding  the  fleet,  building  a  block  house  at  Erie  for  defend^ 
mg  it,  ^c.  &c.) 

Your  request  to  visit  your  family,  (which  at  first  view 
might  be  considered  a  reasonable  one)  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
grant.  To  an  officer  of  your  merits  and  experience,  a  single 
glance  at  the  situation  of  the  fleet  upon  Erie,  will  con- 
vince you  that  the  request  ought  not  to  have  been  made  % 
and  I  am  well  persuaded  that  upon  reflection,  you  will  ac- 
quiesce in  my  decision  with  great  cheerfulness.  Your  situ^ 
ation  is  a  responsible  one,  and  you  must  be  aware  that  it  is 
all  important  to  the  government,  that  the  vessels  upon  E^ 
should  not  only  be  preserved,  but  prepared  in  every  respect 
for  any  service  that  they  may  be  required  for  in  the  sprmg; 
and  who  is  so  proper  to  attend  to  the  various  duties  apper- 
taining to  the  station  as  yourself?  Your  presence  is  abso^ 
lutely  necessary  to  curtail  as  much  as  possible  the  expenses 
of  the  station,  to  examine  and  apnrove  all  bills,  and  to  regu- 
late expenditures  generally^  and  also  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  the  station^  by  making  timely  requisitions  for  stores,  pro- 
visions, clothing,  &c.  &.  I  do  assure  you  that  it  would 
have  afforded  me  infinite  pleasure  to  have  gratified  you  with 
a  visit  to  your  friends,  if  I  could  have  done  it  without  injury 
to  the  public  service.  As  it  is,  you  must  submit,  as  I  am 
obliged  to  do. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  lespectfully.  Sir, 

Your  most  ob't  serv't. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Qsft,  Jesse  D.  Eluott, 
'    Commanding  Naval  Officer  at  Erie,  Penn.'* 
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The  Mowing  is  a  letter  from  Majcur  Gen^*al  Mead, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  militia. 

^^Meadmlle,  Jan.  3c/,  1814. 
Sir, — I  have  ordered  out  the  whole  of  this  brigade,  and 
•ne  thousand  men  from  the  lower  brigade,  for  the  defence  of 
Erie  and  the  fleet.  A  long  and  severe  indisposition,  which 
has  confined  me  to  my  room  and  bed,  renders  me  unable  to 
go  to  Erie  at  present. 

I  have  no  doubt  you  will  give  to  General  Kelso  the  bene- 
fit of  your  experience  and  skill,  in  erecting  works  for  the 
defenoe  of  the  town  and  place.  I  sent  on  your  despatches 
to  Pittsburgh. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

DAVID  BIBAD. 
Com.  Jbasb  D.  Bluott, 
Oomnianding  at  Erie." 

The  following  is  from  General  Kelso,  a  Brigadier 
Geaeral  in  Greneral  Mead's  division. 

"  JETcod  Quarters,  10th  Jan,  1814. 
Sir, — I  estimate  the  aid  that  you  can  give  me  essential  to 
the  service  in  which  we  are  both  engaged.  Will  you  be 
ffood  enough  to  state  to  me  whether  in  your  opinion,  a  block 
house,  (in  octagon  form,)  erected  in  the  centre  of  a  fort  at 
the  old  French  garrison,  with  a  battery  on  the  north,— or  a 
fort  with  a  bastion  at  the  opposite  angles, — would  be  the  best 
defence  against  the  enemjr. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  hijg^hest  esteem  and  respect, 
Your  friend, 

JOHN-  KELSO,  Brig.  Gen. 
Capt.  Elliott, 

Com.  Erie  fleet." 

FROM  QBNBRAL  MEAD. 

'' MeadvUUy^Jan,  11.  1814. 
Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  and  ap- 
prove fully  of  your  plan  of  defence,  and  presume  that  Ge- 
neral Kelso  has  given  orders  to  the  men  to  conunence  the 
works. 
Not  knowing  what  kind  of  intercourse  is  kept  up  between 
12* 
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Erie  and  the  lower  end  of  the  lake,  I  have  emphwM  anfex- 

1>ress  to  carry  a  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  taere.  The 
etter  is  open  that  you  may  see  it.  If  you  deem  it  necessary 
that  he  should  proceed,  seal  it.  If  not,  send  him  hack.  I 
think  we  ought  to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power  to^  in- 
formed of  what  is  going  on  below.  I  will  exert  myself,  as 
&r  as  in  my  power,  to  put  the  place  in  a  posture  of  defence, 
and  hope  I  will  be  able  to  go  to  Erie  in  a  few  days.  We 
will  then  confer  fully  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  with  considerations  of  great  respect, 
Yours, 

DAVID  MBAD. 
Maj.  Gen.  16th  Dir.  Pa.  Mil 
Com.  Jesse  D.  Eluott." 

The  fbllowing'  from  Commodore  Chauncey,  written 
from  Washington,  shows  the  entire  oonfideaee  wbith 
he  placed  in  Captain  Elliott,  under  aay  ekcum- 
stances,  however  difficult. 

'  "  Washington,  12th  Jan.  181*. 

Sir, — There  is  much  anxiety  created  here  for  the  safety  of 
the  fleet  at  Erie,  but  knowing  your  zeal  and  activity,  I  have 
ventured  to  assure  the  President  and  Secretary  that  there  is 
no  danger,  and  that  every  thing  will  be  done  that  can  be 
done.  I  should  advise  you,  however,  to  keep  the  ice  clear 
around  the  vessels  for  at  least  four  feet,  and  if  the  block 
house  is  not  finished,  to  use  every  exertion  to  complete  it 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

You  will  give  the  officer  at  command  in  Put-in-Ba)%  or- 
ders that  in  case  the  enemy  should  attack  him  with  a  lorce 
that  would  be  likely  to, succeed,  he  will  burn  the  two  prize 
ships  in  his  charge,  so  as  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Knowing  the  importance  of  the  pre- 
servation of  the  fleet  at  Erie,  I  am  persuaded  that  you  will 
make  every  sacrifice  before  it  is  relinquished.  I  shall  leave 
here  in  a  day  or  two  on  my- retuni^a  thee  harbor,  from  which 
place  I  will  write  yoafriUf* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, . 

With  much  retnect, 

Your  oo't  serv't, 

I.  CHAUNCEY. 
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ThefbUowihg  letter  from  Colonel  Burn  of  the  Dra- 
goons, will  show  that  notwithstanding  th^  capture  of 
file  enemy's  deet,  he  had  not  lost  all  hope  of  main- 
taining himself  upon  Lake  Erie. 

^^  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  of  stating  to  you,  that^  infor- 
mation has  this  day  been  receiyed  at  this  post,  which  am 
be  depended  upon,  and  which  I  am  instructea  by  Major 
Oenend  Brown  to  commonicate  to  you  bv  express,  'that 
fifteen  hundred  regular  troops,  and  fire  kundied  sailors, 
have  left  Kingston,  their  destination  supposed  to  be  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  our  fleet  on  the  Upper  Lake.'  Fire 
hundred  more  troops  are  said  to  be  on  the  route  to  Kingston 
from  below. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  ob't  serr't, 

JAMES  BURN, 
Col.  2d  Drag,  commanding  cantonment 
Cq>t.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

Or  Officer  commanding  the  Navy,  U.  S. 
at  Lake  Erie." 

The  following  from  Commodore  Chauncey  con- 
firmmhB  foregoing. 

«  U.  S.  Ship  General  Pike,  SacketVe  Harbor. 

2^th  Feb.  1814. 
Sir, — From  recent  information  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  enemy  will  make  a  desperate  effort  to  regain  the 
possession  of  the  two  ships  at  Put-in-Bay.  They  hare  re- 
cently sent  from  Kingston  to  the  npper  part  of  the  proTince, 
a  number  of  soldiers  and  sailors.  The  object  in  sending  the 
sailors  can  be  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  man  those  vessels. 
My  impression  is  that  they  intend  to  make  an  attempt  in 
boats,  and  if  they  succeed,  take  the  ships  to  Maiden  or  Long 
Point,  where  they  will  be  joined  by  three  brig^,  which  I  have 
ii^ormation  they  have  built  or  are  building  on  Lake  Huroa. 
With  this  force,  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  contest  the  com*- 
mand  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron.  To  guard  asaiast^  the  pas* 
sibility  of  the  enemy's  obtaining  the  command  of  the  upper 
lakes,  you  will  despatch  ail  the  force  whieh  yon  eaa  spaie 
to  Put*in-bay,  for  the  prot^otioi^  of  the  two  akip*  theie^>  with 
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orders  to  the  oflScer  that  in  no  event  whatever  those  ships 
are  to  he  surrendered  to  the  enemy.  If  he  should  be  attaoc- 
ed  with  a  force  which  would  probably  succeed  against 
hini.  he  must  set  fire  to  the  ships  and  retreat  to  the  main. 

(Here  follow  directions  for  the  necessary  defensive  ar 
rangemeuts.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  ob*t  serv't, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

Com.  Naval  Officer,  Erie,  Pcnn." 

The  following  from  Commodore  Chauncey  is  an 
order  for  an  attack  upon  a  British  post. 

"  Sackett^a  Harbor,  30th  March^  1814. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  positive  information  that  Michilima- 
chinac  is  much  distressed  for  supplies  and  very  few  troops 
there.  You  will  therefore  be  prepared  to  proceed  into  Lake 
Huron  the  moment  that  the  ice  will  allow  you.  Instructions 
shall  be  forwarded  to  you  in  a  few  days. 
I  am  very  respectfully,  dear  Sir, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

I.  CHAUNCEY. 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Eluott." 

The  foUowinff  is  an  extract  of  a  reply  to  a  request 
from  Captain  iSliott  for  permission  to  return  to  Lake 
Ontario. 

"  Sacketfs  Harbor,  BUt  March,  1814. 
Dear  Eluott, — Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  17th  inst.  I 
have  received,  and  I  regret  to  learn  that  you  have  been  in- 
disposed. Nothing  would  afford  me  more  pleasure  than  to 
fiave  you  with  me ;  but  the  importance  of  the  command  upon 
Lake  Erie  requires  an  officer  of  talents  and  great  zeal,  and  I 
know  of  no  one  better  fitted  for  that  station  than  yourself. 
In  fact  the  coontrv  looks  up  to  you  in  some  degree  as  the 
commander  on  Lalte  Erie.  It  would  therefore  he  impolitic 
to  remove  you,  if  there  were  not  more  weighty  reasons.  You 
most  therefore^  my  dear  Sir,  consent  to  stay  where  you  are^ 
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and  jierve  your  country,  and  immortalize  yourself^  wluch  I 
know  you  will  do  if  opportunities  offer. 

THere  follow  instructions  for  proceeding  to  Lake  Huron, 
ana  information  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  Lake  Ontario.) 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

With  great  sincerity. 

Your  friend  and  humble  senr't, 

L  CHAUNCBY. 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  Erie." 

The  next  from  Commodore  Chauneey,  dated  April 
i,  1814,  ccmtains  instructions  for  the  expedition  to 
Lake  Huron,  to  reduce  Miciiilimachinac,  St.  Josephs, 
Ibchedoth,  and  any  other  British  post  on  that  lake, 
and  concludes  with, 

'^Haying  the  most  perfect  reliance  upon  your  zeal,  intre- 
pidity and  talents,  I  calculate  inuch  on  the  honorable  and 
onliiant  issue  to  your  enterprise  into  Lake  Huron. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your's,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCBY. 
Capt.  Jbsbb  D.  EuioTT, 

Sen.  Naval  Officer,  Erie,  Penn." 

The  following  is  from  General  Harrison. 

"  Head  Q^arter8,  Cincinnati,  M  Aprils  1814. 
Dear  Sir, — The  enemy  will  no  doubt  push  on  re-inforcc- 
menta  and'suppHes  to  Machinac,  as  soon  as  the  lakes  are  na- 
vigable. The  merchants  also  will  be  forwarding  their  In- 
dian goods  to  Lake  Superior  and  Grreen  Bay.  Would  it  not 
be  well  to  send  some  of  your  vessels  up  to  Detroit,  that  they 
may  be  ready  to  commence  cruising  in  Huron  and  Michigan 
as  soon  as  they  are  open  ?  It  will  be  necessary  that  I  should 
remove  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  from  Put-in-Bay  to 
Detroit  very  soon,  to  supply  the  place  of  those  whose  termi 
of  service  are  expiring. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  humble  servant, 

WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 
Com.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Flotilla  on  Lake  Brie.** 
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Soon  after  the  date  of  the  last,  Captain  Elliott's, 
wish  to  return  to  Lake  Ontario  was  gratified,  because 
the  great  increase  of  force  on  that  lake  rendered  the 
duties  upon  it  more  arduous.  Several  new  and  large 
ships  had  been  launched  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  the 
number  of  American  seamen  in  the  fleet  was  about 
five  thousand.  The  British  fleet  also  had  been  great- 
ly augmented,  particularly  by  the  addition  of  a  ship 
of  the  line  of  64  guns,  and  a  44  gun  firigate.  Captain 
Elliott  was  then  wanted,  for  Commodore  Chauncey 
knew  his  value.  He  accordingly  received  the  follow* 
ing  letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

"  Navy  Department^  April  15,  1814. 
Sir, — The  arduous  duties  and  great  increase  of  force  on 
Lake  Ontario,  together  with  the  interruption  of  intercourse 
between  the  commander-in-chief  on  that  lake  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  squadron  on  Lake  Erie,  has  rendered  it  expe- 
dient to  place  the  latter  under  a  separate  command. 

Captain  Sinclair  is  therefore  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  squadron  on  Lake  Erie,  to  whom  you  will  communicate 
all  the  information  you  possess,  and  the  arrangements  you 
have  made  for  the  future  operations  of  the  squadron.  You 
will  then,  Sir,  agreeably  to  the  wish  expressed  in  vour  let' 
ter  to  Commodore  Chauncey  of  the  19th  December  last,  pro- 
ceed to  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  report  yourself  to  him, 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

WM.  JONES, 
Jesse  D.  Eluott,  Esq. 

Commanding  the  U.  S.  Squadron 
on  Lake  Erie," 

While  Captain  Elliott  was  in  command  on  Lake 
Erie,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Mr,  Brownell. 
As  this  officer  thought  fit,  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Rhode  Island  in  1818,  to 
impeach  the  courage  of  Captain  Elliott,  this  letter  is 
published  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  if  he  w^re 
timid  in  action,  he  was  far  from  beings  so  in  counsel. 
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"  Buffalo,  nth  Dee.  1813. 

Sir, — You  will  assume  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  Brig 
Caledonia,  get  her  ballast  on  board,  and  proceed  with  afl 
possible  despatch  to  Erie  ;  if  on  your  arrival  at  that  place, 
y^ou  should  be  prevented  from  getting  into  the  harbor  by  the 
ice,  and  the  wmd  continuing  favorable,  you  will  proceed  to 
Put-in-Bay,  and  put  your  men  on  board  the  two  ships,  and 
there  co-operate  with  the  army  force,  in  defence  of  those 
vessels.  Should  you  be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  reach  either 
of  the  above  mentioned  places,  you  will  return  to  Black  Rock, 
and  beach  your  vessel  Just  back  of  Greneral  Porter's  store 
house,  to  prevent  her  from  being  injured  by  the  ice,  and 
mount  ten  guns,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  protect  her  in 
any  attempt  which  may  be  made  bv  the  enemy  to  destroy 
her.  I  need  not  mention  the  line  or  conduct  to  be  observed 
by  you  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  vessels  are  not 
to  be  abandoned,  but  defended  as  long  as  a  man  or  officer  is 
left. 

Respectfully, 

J.  D.  Eluott. 

Acting  S.  M.  Thos.  Brownell, 
U.  S.  Navy." 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Breese, 
another  of  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses  before  the 
Rhode  Island  committee,  corroborates  the  testimony 
^already  cited  to  show  the  danger  to  which  our  fteet 
was  exposed,  after  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie. 

"  Cattaraugus,  3d  Jqn.  1814. 
Sir, — Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you,  I  have 
seen  Colonel  M^Mahan;  the  only  information  of  conse- 
quence that  I  could  obtain  from  him  was  that  just  before  the 
action  at  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo,  an  American  prisoner 
deserted  from  the  British,  and  informed  them,  (our  officers) 
of  the  intended  attack  upon  those  places,  and  at  what  time 
they  meant  to  cross,  which  information  has  proved  correct 
in  every  instance.  He  also  stated  that  the  enemy  had  form- 
ed a  phn  for  destroying  our  fleet  at  Erie,  which  was  to  be 
put  in  execution  as  soon  as  the  ice  was  sufficiently  strong 
on  the  lake  to  bear  the  weight  Their  intention  is  to  send 
one  hundred  sleighs  with  good  horses,  each  to  carry  six 
meOi  which  will  enable  them  to  reach  Erie  equally  as  soon 
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as  any  express  that  may  attempt  to  gire  you  informatum  of 
the  expedition. 
(Here  follows  some  account  a[  the  burning  of  Bufialo.) 
Very  respectfully, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  ob't  scnr't, 

THOS.  BREBSK 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  force 
on  Lake  Erie.'' 

The  following  from  Sailing  Master  Champlin,  an- 
other of  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses,  shows  what 
preparations  were  deemed  necessary  for  the  protect 
tion  of  our  ships  after  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie. 

"  Put'inBay,  Jan,  14,  1814. 
Sm, — I  have  every  thing  in  complete  order  at  this  place. 
I  hare  the  guns  mounted  in  the  block  house ;  I  have  mount- 
ed on  board  of  the  Detroit  21  guns,  and  on  board  of  the 
Qtueen  Charlotte  19.  I  have  mounted  those  32  pounders 
and  24  pounders  that  were  left  on  board  of  the  Detroit.  I 
can  brinff  12  guns  to  bear  in  every  direction.  The  ice  is 
constantly  kept  open.  I  think  if  they  attack  us,  they  will 
meet  with  a  pretty  warm  reception.  The  sailors  are  all 
well,  the  soldiers  are  very  sickly.  We  have  provision 
enough  to  last  till  the  first  of  April.  The  beef  is  very  bad. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ob't  humble  serv't, 

STEPHEN  CHAMPUN. 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  force 
on  Lake  Erie." 
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CHAPTER  Vra. 


Battle  of  Lake  Eric.  Court  of  Inqairr  at  New  York  in  181&  Teatimoiiy  of 
Officers  of  the  Niagara,  Messrs.  Webster,  Blontgoinery,  Ciimmiiics,  Adams, 
andTstem. 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  advert  to  the  Court  of 
Inquiry  held  at  New  York  in  1816,*  at  the  request  of 
Captain  Elliott.  This  request,  the  reader  will  recol- 
lect, was  founded  upon  a  statement  in  the  report  of 
the  British  Court  of  Inquiry  upon  the  loss  of  their 
fleet  on  Lake  Erie,  in  which  report  Captain  Elhott 
was  accused  of  running  away  from  the  Q^ueen  Char- 
lotte. The  witnesses  for  Captain  Elliott  before  this 
Court  were  Messrs.  Webster,  sailing  master,  Mont- 
gomery, Cummings,  and  Adams,  midshipmen,  and 
Tatem,  master's  mate.t  These  witnesses  are  per- 
fectly consistent  with  themselves  and  with  each  other, 
confirm  every  thing  which  Commodore  Perry  admits, 
state  nothing  improbable,  and  contradict  all  Commo- 
dore Perry's  witnesses.  They  all  concur  in  stating, 
1st,  that  Captain  Elliott  did  every  thing  becominor 
a  brave  and  meritorious  officer,  and  exerted  himself 
to  the  utmost  to  close  with  the  enemy;  2d,  that 
from  the  conunencement  of  the  action  till  Conmiodore 
Perry  went  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  she  was  at  no 
time  further  from,  and  part  of  the  time  nearer  to  the 
enemy,  than  the  Lawrence ;  3d,  that  when  the  Nia- 
gara passed  to  windward  of  the  Lawrence,  the  dis- 
tance between  the  two  was  very  little ;  4th,  that 

^  Appendix  B.        t  Appendix  B,  4,  6,  7,  8,  0. 
13 
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when  Commodore  Perry  boarded  the  Niagara,  she 
was  in  close  action  with  the  enemy ;  5th,  that  at  no 
time  durinp  the  action,  did  the  Lawrence  and  Cale- 
donia bear  down  upon  the  enemy,  and  leave  the  Nia- 
gara standing  on  the  wind ;  6th,  that  very  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  action.  Captain  Elliott  or- 
dered the  Caledonia  out  of  the  line,  and  took  a  posi- 
tion directly  astern  of  the  Lawrence.  Besides 
these  points,  Messrs.  Montgomery  and  Adams  state 
that  the  jib  boom  of  the  Niagara  was  once  over 
the  taffrail  of  the  Caledonia,  and  Mr.  Webster  says 
that  he  once  backed  the  topsails  to  avoid  running 
into  the  latter.  This  last  fully  explains  the  backing 
of  the  topsails  mentioned  by  Messrs.  Turner  and 
Brownell,  and  shows  that  it  was  not  done  to  keep  the 
Niagara  at  a  distance  from  the  enemy ;  and  as  Mr. 
Webster  was  sailing  master  of  the  Niagara,  he  would 
doubtless  know  as  well  as  the  officers  of  other  ships, 
the  object  of  these  movements  in  her  sails. 

Mr.  Webster  also  refutes  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Breese, 
that  the  Niagara  sustained  but  little  damage  ;  for  he 
says  what  it  was  his  particular  province  to  know, 
that  the  mainstay,  fore-topmast  backstays,  a  great 
deal  of  running  rigging,  and  two  shrouds  of  the  fore- 
rigging,  were  shot  away,  and  that  some  of  the  spars 
were  wounded.  He  says  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
appeared  to  be  directed  to  the  Niagara's  spars  and 
rigging ;  which  was  in  accordance  with  all  the  other 
movements  of  the  enemy  for  crippling  the  Lawrence 
by  firing  at  her  hull  with  long  guns,  and  at  the  same 
time,  of  preventing  the  Niagara  from  coming  to  her 
assistance,  by  destroying  her  rigging  with  carronades. 

Messrs.  Montgomery,  Adams  and  Tatem  say  that 
when  Captain  Perry  boarded  the  Niagara,  her 
helm  was  wp,  and  she  was  running  directly  down 
upon  the  enemy,  and  tlius  directly  contradict  th« 
assertion    that    she   kept   aloof      Messrs.  Montgo- 
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meiy,  Adams,  Tatem  aud  Cummin«;6  say  that  at 
no  time  did  the  Lawrence  and  Cal^onia  bear  up 
and  run  down  upon  the  enemy,  leaving  the  Niagara 
with  her  main  topsails  aback,  or  leave  her  on  a 
wind ;  and  thus  contradict  all  the  witnesses  who  de- 
posed before  the  Rhode  Island  committee,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Forrest  besides.  Mr.  Forrest  evades  this  ques- 
tion before  the  CJourt  of  Inquiry,  and  in  his  letter  in 
1821,  directly  says  that  Captain  Elliott  put  his  helm 
down  and  steered  to  windward  ;  thus  not  only  plac- 
ing himself  in  contradiction  with  Messrs.  Montgomery, 
Tatem,  Adams  and  Cummings,  but  with  himself 
also.  Messrs.  Webster,  Montgomery,  Adams,  Tatem, 
Cummings,  Yarnall  and  Forrest  say  that  at  no  time 
did  Captain  Elliott  attempt  to  make  off  from  the 
enemy.  Here  agahi  they  all  contradict  the  deponents 
before  the  Rhode  Island  committee,  and  here  again 
Lieutenant  Forrest  disagrees  with  himself  Mr. 
Mont|e:omery  says  that  the  Hunter  struck  before  Cap- 
tain Elliott  left  the  Niagara.  This  proves  that  the 
Niagara  could  not  have  been  very  distant  from  the 
enemy.  All  the  witnesses  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
admit  that  the  jJan  of  the  battle  laid  before  it  by 
Captain  Elliott,  was  correct ;  and  according  to  this 
plan,  the  Hunter  was  the  fourth  ship  in  the  British 
line.  Lieutenant  Yarnall  sa3rs  that  the  first  division 
of  the  Lawrence  was  fought  against  the  Detroit,  the 
second  against  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  that  occa- 
sionally guns  were  fired  at  the  Hunter.  Unless  then 
she  were  fired  upon  by  the  Niagara,  she  was  com- 
pelled to  strike  by  the  fire  of  the  Caledonia  and  these 
occasional  guns  from  the  Lawrence.  It  seems  hardly 
probable  that  a  great  brig  of  10  guns  should  strike  to 
a  little  schooner  of  3  guns,  aided  by  occasimml  shots 
fix>m  a  brig  of  20  carronades,  closely  engaged  with 
two  great  ships,  mountinfif  together  36  guns,  19  of 
them  long  12's,  18's,  and  24's.     Mr.  Afontgomery 
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further  says  (bat  the  Queen  Charlotte  ran  from  the 
fire  of  the  Niagara,  and  fell  foul  of  the  Detroit,  before 
the  Lawrence  was  disaUed ;  which  proves  that  the 
Niagara  was  sufficiently  near  to  do  great  execution 
with  her  carronades ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that ' 
the  dueeu  Charlotte,  of  17  guns,  would  run  away 
from  the  Niagara's  two  long  12's.  As  the  statements 
of  these  officers  are  given  in  the  Appendix  B,  it  is  need- 
less to  detain  the  reader  with  an  analysis  of  each. 

The  document  next  in  order  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Court.  This,  like  the  ^port  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1813,  is  replete  with  ulterior  meaning.  The 
reason  alleged  by  Captain  Elliott  for  requesting  an 
investigation,  was  an  imputation  upon  himself  in  the 
opinion  or  report  of  a  British  Court  of  Inquiry,  called 
to  inquire  into  the  capture  of  the  British  fleet  on  Lake 
Erie.  But  the  American  Court  of  Inquiry,  as  appears 
from  their  opinion,  (Appendix  B)  go  beyond  this 
charge.  In  this  opinion,  they  first  imply  that  a/- 
tempts  had  been  made  ^^  to  wrest  from  Captain  ElUott 
the  laurels  which  he  gained  in  that  splendid  victory 
as  second  in  command ;"  and  having  disposed  of  these 
attempts,  they  next  come  to  the  charge  of  the  Britisli 
Court  of  Inquiry  as  a  separate  concern.  What  at- 
tempts were  these?  Not  the  imputations  of  the 
British  Court,  for  those  are  separately  disposed  of  as 
"malicious  and  unfounded  in  fact."  They  must  be 
the  attempts  of  Commodore  Perry  and  liis  friends,  for 
no  others  of  similar  character  had  then  been  made. 
And  how  do  the  Coiurt  dispose  of  these?  By  sa3ring 
that  they  "ought  in  no  wise  to  lessen  Captain  ElUott 
in  the  opinion  of  his  fellow  cidzens,  as  a  brave  and 
skilfiil  officer."  But  the  Court  go  further.  They  say 
that  imperious  duty  compels  them  to  publish  testimony 
that  is  contradictory  upon  material  points.  In  this 
testimony,  Messrs.  Yamall  and  Forrest  are  directly  at 
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issue  with  Messrs.  Webster,  Montgomery,  Adams, 
Cummings  and  Tatem,  upon  the  matej'icd  point  whe- 
ther Captain  Elliott  bore  down  upon  the  enemy  or 
kept  aloof;  and  as  Messrs.  Yamall  and  Forrest  impeach 
him,  and  the  other  gentlemen  exonerate  him,  and  the 
Court  say  that  "no  attempts  to  wrest  from  him  the 
laurels  which  he  gained  in  that  splendid  victory  as 
second  in  command,  ought  to  lessen  him  in  the  opi- 
nion of  his  fellow  citizens  as  a  brave  and  skilful  offi- 
cer," it  follows  that  the  Court  place  Messrs.  Yarnall 
and  Forrest  in  the  wrong,  and  the  other  gentlemen  in 
the  right.  Any  other  conclusion  is  illogical.  The 
Court  manifestly  intended  to  rebuke  these  insidious 
attempts,  upon  this  side  of  the  water,  against  the 
well  earned  fame  of  a  brave  and  skilful  officer;  and 
most  thoroughly,  most  severely  have  they  done  it. 

The  next  evidence  is  a  letter  from  Hon.  Henry 
Wheaton,  formerly  American  Minister  to  l>enmark, 
and  who  acted  as  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Court  of 
Inquiry.  This  letter  was  written  immediately  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  Court,  and  was  written  for 
the  purpose  of  advising  Captain  Elliott  upon  the  pub- 
lication of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  in  order  to 
lay  his  triumphant  vindication  before  the  world.  The 
liigh  character  of  Mr.  Wheaton  forbids  the  su)>posi- 
tion  that  he  would,  without  satisfactory  reasons,  with- 
out conclusive  evidence,  take  a  lively  interest  in 
whatever  concerned  the  reputation  of  Captain  Elliott 
The  letter  will  speak  for  itself 

«  New-  York  XQth  May,  1816. 
Dear  Sir, — I  sent  you  on  Sunday,  through  the  Post 
Office,  the  original  proceedings  in  your  case.  Further  re- 
flection upon  your  letter  has  convinced  me  that  nothing 
more  is  necessary  for  you  to  do,  than  to  publif^h  those  pro- 
ceedings as  thej  stand. 

If  they  require  any  explanation,  I  have   the  means  of 
making  it  at  hand.     Mr.  Verplanck,  who  now  edits  the 
13* 
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Analectic  Magazine,  has  requested  me  to  furnish  a  review  or 
analysis  of  the  case,  (which  he  understood  was  to  he  puh- 
lished,)  and  that  will  afford  me  the  opportunity  of  making 
such  remarks  as  may  be  thought  expedient, — which  will  be 
as  widely  difdised  in  the  Analectic,  as  they  could  in  any  pub- 
lication m  the  country.  I  think  it  better  to  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings without  preface  or  comment.  If  you  should  pub- 
lish, I  desire  that  I  may  see  the  proof  sheets.  Were  I  not 
still  indisposed,  I  would  come  and  see  you ;  but  be  assured 
of  the  lively  interest  I  take  in  whatever  concerns  your  re- 
putation. 

I  am  with  consideration  and  esteem, 

Yours  sincerely, 

H.  WHEATON. 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott." 

The  documents  next  in  order  are  the  letters  and 
affidavits  of  Messrs.  Brevoort,  Nichols,  Conklin,  Page, 
Montgomery,  Adams,  Cummings,  Barton,  and  Berry, 
officers  of  the  Niagara  and  other  vessels  of  the  squad- 
ron. That  of  Major  Brevoort,*  who  served  as  a  vo- 
lunteer and  commanded  the  marines  in  the  Niagara, 
is  dated  Detroit,  November  7,  1818,  and  was  written 
about  three  months  after  the  offering  of  Commodore 
Perry's  charges  at  the  Navy  Department,  It  shows 
that  Captain  Elliott,  instead  of  keeping  aloof,  for  the 
purpose  of  leaving  the  Lawrence  to  be  destroyed,  as 
has  been  suggested  by  Messrs.  Forrest  and  Breese,  or- 
dered the  Caledonia  out  of  the  line,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  Niagara  to  render  more  assistance  to 
the  Lawrence ;  and  that  after  passing  the  Caledonia, 
he  continued  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  Queen  Charlotte. 
Here  Mr.  Brevoort  contradicts  Mr.  Brownell,  who 
says  that  the  Niagara  merely  fired  her  bow  guns,  two 
long  12^8,  till  brought  into  close  action  by  Commodore 
Perry.  He  testifies  distinctly  to  the  conversation  be- 
tween Captains  Perry  and  Elliott,  when  the  former 
boarded  the  Niagara,  and  confirms  the  admission  in 
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the  Official  Report,  that  Captaia  Elliott  was  the  first 
to  propose  the  bringing  up  of  tho  gun  boats.  This, 
as  before  observed,  shows  that  Commodore  Perry  was 
either  in  despair  or  great  apprehension,  while  Captain 
Elliott  was  collected  and  full  of  confidence.  He  also 
contradicts  the  insinuation  of  Mr.  Taylor,  that  the 
enemy  had  surrendered  before  Captain  Elliott  got  up 
with  the  gun  boats ;  for  he  positively  asserts  mat  the 
one  commanded  by  Captain  Elliott,  the  Somers,  raked 
the  Detroit  before  she  struck.  As  the  Somers  had 
two  long  guns,  one  a  32,  the  other  a  24  or  18,  and  as 
Captain  Elliott,  immediately  after  boarding  her,  or- 
dered the  round  shot  to  be  drawn  from  the  guns,  and 
to  be  replaced  by  grape  and  canister,  this  raking  must 
have  bwn  no  trifle  upon  a  19  gun  ship.  But  above 
all,  Mr.  Brevoort  shows  the  opinion  which  Comnx>- 
dore  Perry  expressed  of  Captain  Elliott  at  the  time^ 
though  he  thought  fit  to  express  a  different  opinion 
afterwards  ;  for  he  says  that  when  Captain  Elliott  re- 
turned to  the  Niagara,  Commodore  Perry  shook  him 
by  the  hand  and  said,  "  I  OWE  THIS  TO  YOU ! ! !" 
WhcU  did  he  owe  to  Captain  Elliott?  The  rescue  of 
his  own  fleet  from  destruction  and  the  capture  of  the 
British!  In  other  words,  THE  VICTORY  OF 
LAKE  ERIE ! ! 

The  next  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Nichols.*  Soon 
after  the  first  accusatory  pamphlet  appeared  in 
Washington  in  1821,  Captain  Elliott  published 
an  address  in  the  Washington  City  Gazette,  in 
which  the  name  of  this  officer  was  erroneously 
printed  W.  Nichols.  In  the  second  pamphlet, 
which  e^peared  soon  after,  it  is  roundly  and  posi- 
tively asserted  that  "  there  was  no  officer  m  the  Ame- 
rican fleet  by  the  name  of  W.  Nichols."  This  little 
circumstance  fully  evinces  the  spirit  which  dictated 
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and  presided  over  this  publication ;  for  while  it  is 
true  in  terms,  it  is  &lse  in  meaning.  It  is  a  ^tlse- 
hood  in  the  words  of  truth.  The  publisher  of  the 
pamphlet  either  did  or  did  not  know  that  there  was 
an  officer  in  the  fleet  named  Nichols.  If  he  did 
know  it,  he  must  have  known  that  the  address  of 
Captain  Elliott  contained  an  error  merely  in  the 
Christian  name  of  the  officer.  If  he  did  not  know 
it,  he  would  not  have  hazarded  an  exphcit  denial 
without  consulting  the  muster  roll  of  the  officers  of 
that  fleet,  or  the  register  of  the  navy ;  and  such  con- 
sultation would  have  informed  the  publisher,  who- 
ever he  be,  that  a  Mr,  Nichols  was  in  the  fleet,  though 
with  a  difierent  Christian  name  from  that  mentioned 
by  Captain  Elliott.  In  either  case  then,  he  must  have 
perceived  that  Captain  Elliott  committed  an  error 
merely  in  the  name,  but  not  in  the  person  ;  and  to 
say  then,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  discrediting  his 
statement,  that  there  was  no  such  officer  in  the  fleet 
as  W.  Nichols,  when  there  was  such  an  officer  as  D. 
C.  Nichols,  and  this  D.  C.  Nichols  was  the  very  per- 
son alluded  to  by  Captain  Elliott,  is  a  very  disinge- 
nuous contrivance.  But  who  was  this  Mr.  Nichols, 
and  what  says  he  ?  He  was  the  second  officer  of  the 
Somers  before  Captain  Elliott  boarded  that  vessel, 
and  was  put  in  command  of  her  by  Captain  Elliott, 
Mr.  Almey,  the  commander,  having  been  sent  below, 
incapable  of  acting  from  intoxication.  He  writes 
from  Washington  to  Captain  Elliott  at  Norfolk,  on 
the  very  day  after  reading  the  second  pamphlet,  which 
is  the  one  lately  republished  in  Boston,  and  therefore 
appears  as  a  volunteer,  without  the  soUcitation  or 
previous  application  of  Captain  ElUott.  He  says  the 
wind  was  light,  that  the  Lawrence  reached  some  dis- 
tance ahead,  when  it  became  perfectly  calm;  that 
after  the  Lawrence  appeared  to  be  much  shattered, 
the  wind  freshened,  and  the  Niagara  pushed  ahead 
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of  the  Caledonia ;  that  immediately  after  this,  the 
Commodore  boarded  the  Nias^ra  in  a  boat,  and  that 
Captain  Elliott  took  Commodore  Perry's  place  in  the 
boat,  boarded  and  spoke  each  of  the  small  vessels, 
urging  them  on,  and  returned  and  went  on  board  of 
the  Somers.  He  explains  the  ridiculous  invention 
about  ^'  dodging  a  shot,"  and  shows  that  the  striking 
of  a  gunner  with  a  trumpet  was  not  for  laughing  at 
this  dodging,  but  for  disobedience  of  orders.  He 
also  settles  the  question  about  Captain  Elliott's  cow- 
ardice, by  sayuig  that  he  looked  to  the  Captain's 
countenance  for  ehcouragement,  and  received  it  abun- 
dantly. He  says  that  he  heard  of  no  attempts  of  Cap- 
tain Elliott  to  excite  a  party  against  Commodore 
Perry,  but  knew  that  many  of  the  officers  were  Cap- 
tain Elliott's  enemies.  In  short,  his  statement  is  a 
full  and  entire  re&tation  of  the  miserable  fabrications 
about  Captain  Elliott's  cowardice,  and  his  anxiety  to 
keep  out  of  the  battle. 

The  next  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Conklin,*  who 
commanded  the  Tigress.  It  fully  supports  the  sub- 
stance of  Mr.  Nicho&'  statement,  and  says  that  Cap- 
tain Elliott,  in  bringing  up  the  smaller  vessels,  evinced 
the  utmost  activity  and  bravery. 

The  next  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Page,t  who  was 
on  board  of  the  Tigress  under  Lieutenant  Conklin. 
He  fully  confirms  the  statements  already  introduced, 
and  fiirthermore  says  that  the  favorable  impression 
of  Captain  Elliott's  conduct  in  the  battle  was  uni- 
versal, till  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  Erie  in  October. 
He  was  then  informed  by  Lieutenant  Yarnall,  that  a 
difference  had  arisen  between  Commodore  Perry  and 
Captain  Elliott ;  to  which  Mr.  Yarnall  added  that  he 
had  always  awarded  to  them  an  equal  share  in  the 
victory.    Here  he  explicitly  contradicts  Lieutenant 
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Yaraall ;  but  as  his  statement  is  positive,  while  Lieu- 
tenant Yamall,  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  merely 
said  that  he  did  not  recollect  such  conversation,  the 
weight  of  evidence  is  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Page.  He 
says  that  he  never  heard  of  the  story  about  the  chain 
shof.  Had  such  story  been  current,  and  a  general 
theme  of  mirth  among  the  officers,  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  it  could  escape  the  ears  of  Mr.  Page. 

The  next  is  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Montgomery* 
at  New  York,  voluntarily  and  unsolicited,  addressed 
to  Captain  Elliott.  This  letter,  being  very  explicit, 
affords  very  important  testimony.  He  contradicts 
all  the  testimony  about  the  Niagara's  being  beyond 
the  reach  of  shot,  by  stating  as  a  "  convincing  proof" 
to  the  contrary,  that  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  first 
gun  was  fired,  and  before  the  action  became  general, 
two  of  her  foretopmast  backstays  were  cut  away  by  a 
chain  shot  from  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  that  several 
men  were  killed  and  wounded.  He  makes  this  state- 
ment expressly  for  the  purpose  of  contradicting  the 
statements  of  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses  about  the 
distance  of  the  Niagara  from  the  enemy.  He  sa3^ 
the  Niagara  was  close  astern  of  the  Caledonia,  and 
abreast  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  till  1  P.  M.,  when  the 
Queen  Charlotte  bore  away  from  the  fire  of  the  Nia- 
gara, and  began  to  fire  on  the  Lawrence.  He  says 
that  Captain  Elliott  ordered  the  Caledonia  out  of  the 
line,  passed  her,  and  took  a  position  not  more  than 
150  yards  astern  of  the  Lawrence,  which  distance 
she  gradually  lessened,  firing  constandy  on  the  Queen 
Charlotte  and  Lady  Prevost  till  the  Lawrence  was 
disabled.  Immediately  after  this.  Captain  Elliott  ap- 
proached within  35  or  40  yards  of  the  enemy,  and 
firied  upon  the  Queen  Charlotte,  Lady  Prevost  and 
Hunter.    At  this  time,  he  called  the  boarders  to  repel 
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an  attempt  to  board  by  the  Lady  PreTost,  which 
proves  that  the  Niagara  must  have  been  very  near  to 
the  enemy.  After  this,  Commodore  Perry  boarded 
her.  He  directly  contradicts  the  statement  that  only 
three  or  four  were  killed  or  woimded  in  the  Niagara, 
before  Commodore  Pferry  boarded  her ;  for  he  says 
explicitly  that  the  whole  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed, including  slight  wounds,  was  thirty-three  or  thirty- 
four,  and  that  only  three  or  four  were  killed  and 
wounded  after  Commodore  Perry  took  commaud  of 
her.  He  quotes  Captain  Buchan,  the  commander  of 
the  Lady  Prevost,  who  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of 
Captain  Elliott,  and  attributed  their  sudden  and  un- 
expected reverse  of  fortune  to  his  skilful  manoBUver- 
ing,  after  the  disabling  of  the  Lawrence. 

The  next  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  S.  W.  Adams,* 
midshipman  on  board  of  the  Niagara.  He  confirms 
all  the  statements  made  in  the  letter  of  the  officers  of 
the  Niagara  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  like- 
wise the  statement  that  Captain  Perry  said,  on  board- 
ing the  Niagara,  "  the  day  is  lost,"  and  that  Captain 
Elliott  repli^  to  it,  "  No  sir ;  if  you  will  take  charge 
of  my  battery,  and  permit  me  to  go  and  bring  the 
small  vessels  into  closer  action,  the  victory  will  be 
complete."  He  also  quotes  the  statements  of  Commo- 
dore Barclay  and  Dr.  Yoimg  of  the  Detroit,  both 
made  to  himself,  that  only  one  of  her  men  was  killed, 
and  two  wounded,  before  the  Niagara  engaged  her. 
This  statement  is  conclusive ;  for  as  the  Lawrence 
fired  mostly  upon  the  Detroit,  she  could  not  have  en- 
gaged her  "  upwards  of  two  hours  within  canister 
shot  distance"  before  the  Niagara  came  up,  without 
killing  and  wounding  more  than  three  men.  Tte 
Niagara  must  then  have  been  near  enough  to  reach 
the  enemy,  and  with  carronades  too,  almost  as  soon 
as  the  Lawrence. 
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The  next  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cummings,*  act- 
ing midshippoan  on  board  of  the  Niamra,  who  con- 
firms his  testimony  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry.  He 
also  sajTS  that  being  stationed  in  the  main  topc^  the  Nia- 
gara, he  did  not  hear  the  conversation  between  Com* 
.  modore  Perry  and  Captain  Elliott  when  the  fom^r 
eame  on  board,  but  was  toM,  both  by  Lieutenant  and 
Midshipman  Smith,  that  it  was  precisely  what  has 
already  been  stated  by  Messrs.  Brevoort  and  Adams. 
He  also  says  that  "some  time"  before  Captain  Perry 
came  on  board.  Captain  Elliott  ordered  the  Caledonia 
out  of  the  line,  to  enable  him  to  shoot  ahead.  He 
also  says  that  before  Commodore  Perry  came  on 
board.  Captain  Elliott  ordered  the  boarders  to  be 
called,  to  repel  an  attempt  to  board  by  the  Lady  Pre- 
vost.  This  single  circumstance  completely  refutes  all 
that  has  been  said  by  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses, 
about  Captain  Elliott's  keeping  at  long  shot ;  for  it 
proves  that  the  Niagara  must  have  been  very  near  to 
the  enemy.  It  proves,  at  the  same  time,  the  state- 
ment that  Captain  Elliott  ordered  the  Caledonia  out 
of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  position  di- 
rectly astern  of  the  Lawrence ;  for  as  the  Lady  Pre- 
vost  was  the  second  ship  in  the  British  line,  between 
the  Detroit  and  Queen  Charlotte,  and  consequently 
opposite  the  Caledonia,  the  Nia^ura  could  not  be  near 
enough  to  be  boarded  by  her,  without  taking  the  Ca- 
ledonia's place.  Thus  the  Niagara,  too  fer  off  to  fire 
any  but  her  long  bow  guns,  too  far  off  to  be  reached 
by  the  guns  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  too  far  off  to 
sustain  any  damage,  too  far  off  to  have  morg  than  one 
or  two  men  wounded  before  Captain  Elliott  left  her, 
so  &r  off  as  to  excite  the  surprise  and  call  forth  the 
animadversions  of  Messrs.  Forrest  and  Taylor,  so  &r 
off  as  to  be  half  of  a  mile  off  the  weather  bow  of  the 
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Lawrence,  and  to  call  forth  expressions  of  surprise 
from  Mr.  Yamall  to  Commodore  Perry,  was  yet  near 
enough  for  the  commander  of  the  Latdy  Prevost  to 
think  of  boarding  her!!  Either  the  witnesses  of 
Commodore  Perry  were  sadly  mistaken  about  the 
distance,  or  Captain  Buchan  thought  of  boarding  <U 
long  shot ! 

Mr.  Cummings  concludes  his  statement  with  say- 
ing that  Captain  Elliott  did  not  evince  any  want  of 
conduct  or  exertion,  aad  never,  to  his  knowledge,  at- 
tempted to  prejudice  any  of  the  officers  against  Com- 
modore Perry. 

The  next  is  the  statement  of  Dr.  Barton,*  surgeon 
of  the  Niagara.  He  completely  refutes  the  statement 
that  has  l>een  ascribed  to  the  British  officers,  that  the 
Niagara  was  not  within  reach  of  their  shot,  by  saying 
that  a  man  was  mortally  wounded  on  the  berth  deck 
very  early  in  the  action,  by  a  shot  which  passed ' 
through  both  sides  of  the  vessel !  This  single  fact 
contradicts  every  one  of  Commodore  Perry's  witne^- 
es,  and  shows  how  easily  the  most  plausible  delusion 
may  be  dispelled,  or  the  most  carefully  fabricated  tale 
refuted.  If  the  shot  were  from  a  long  gun,  the  Nia- 
gara must  have  been  within  reach  of  carronades,  for 
shot  from  long  guns  \^ill  seldom  pass  through  both 
sides  of  a  ship,  unless  it  be  near  enough  for  carronade 
shot  to  penetrate  one  side.  He  refutes  Mr.  Taylor's 
statement  about  the  Niagara's  bein^  full  of  effective 
men,  for  he  says  that  on  the  morning  of  the  battle, 
twenty-eight  men  were  on  the  sick  list.  He  says  their 
diseases  were  cholera  morbus  and  dysentery;  and 
every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  fleets  or  armies, 
either  practically  or  historically,  know  that  neither  of 
these  diseases  often  appears  among  soldiers  or  sailors, 
without  being  epidemic.    He  says  that  "  the  number 
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of  wounded  on  board  of  the  Niagara  has  been  falsely 
estimated  at  twenty!"  The  author  of  the  statement 
which  he  thus  characterises,  is  Dr.  Usher  Parsons^ 
who  was  not  on  board  of  the  Niagara  during  the 
battle,  but  merely  attended  her  wounded  the  next  day, 
in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  Dr.  Barton.  The 
latter  says  the  exact  number  reported  was  twenty^ 
seven ^  and  the  cases  of  slight  wounds  not  reported, 
six  or  eight  more.  He  states  as  his  firm  belief,  that, 
more  than  half  of  this  number  were  wounded  before 
Commodore  Perry  came  on  board ;  and  this  belief  is 
corroborated  by  the  fact,  that,  the  ward  room  and 
steerage  were  crowded  with  wounded  when  Mr.  Web- 
ster was  carried  below,  which  was  before  Commodore 
Perry  got  on  board.  If  "one  or  two,"  the  number 
given  by  Dr.  Parsons,  could  crowd  the  ward  room 
and  steerage  of  a  twenty  gun  bris:,  that  gentleman 
^  may  be  right;  if  not,  the  balance  of  probabilities  is  m 
favor  of  Dr.  Barton.  He  confirms  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Nichols,  who  said  that  he  derived  much  confi- 
dence from  the  countenance  and  behavior  of  Captain 
Elliott  on  board  of  the  Somers.  He  quotes  Mr.  Ni- 
chols as  authority  for  the  intoxication  of  Mr.  Almey; 
and  this  refutes  Mr.  Brownell,  who,  in  stating  that  he 
was  sober  "  a  few  hours  after  the  action,"  would  in- 
sinuate his  sobriety  during  the  action.  He  concludes 
by  saying  that  Messrs.  Edwards,  Webster,  Smith  and 
Magrath  ascribed  a  large  share  of  the  victory  to  the 
aid  rendered  by  Captain  Elliott. 

The  last  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Berry,*  boatswain 
of  the  Niagara.  He  confirms  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Webster  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  that  early  in  the 
action,  the  foretopmast  backstays  of  the  Niagara  were 
carried  away  by  a  chain  shot  from  the  Detroit ;  which 
shows  that  she  could  not  have  been  much  farther 
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from  the  enemy  than  the  Lawrence.  He  sap  that 
about  thirty  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  the  Queen  Charlotte  shot  ahead  and  directed 
her  fire  upon  the  Lawrence,  and  that  in  consequence 
of  this,  Captain  Elliott  hailed  Lieutenant  Turner,  and 
ordered  him  to  make  room  to  enable  the  Niagara  to 
pass  to  the  assistance  of  the  Lawrence.  Thus  are  the 
affidavits  of  Messrs.  Forrest,  Champlin,  Breese,  Brow- 
nell  and  Taylor  completely  answered.  They  say  that 
the  Niagara  sheered  to  windward^  instead  of  bearw^ 
up  to  the  assistance  of  the  Lawrence  ;  Mr.  Berry  says 
that  Captain  Elliott  passed  the  Caledonia  for  the  pur- 
j)ose  of  assisting  the  Lawrence  The  witnesses  are 
directly  at  issue,  and  immbers  are  against  Mr.  Berry ; 
but  as  he  was  on  the  same  deck  with  Captain  Elliott, 
he  had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  what  his  com- 
mander said  in  hailing  Mr.  Turner,  than  they^  who, 
being  in  the  Lawrence,  Scorpion  and  Ariel,  could  not 
have  heard  him  at  all.  Mr.  Turner,  the  officer  hailed, 
might  have  thrown  a  doubt  upon  the  boatswain's 
statement,  by  joining  the  other  witnesses  about  this 
sheering  to  windward  ;  and  as  his  ship,  the  Caledonia, 
was  immediately  ahead  of  the  Niagara,  he  could  not 
have  avoided  seeing  this  movement.  Had  it  been 
made  for  the  purpose  of  sheering  off^  he  could  not 
liave  overlooked  a  fact  so  important  to  the  case  of 
Commodore  Perry;  and  prejudiced  as  he  seems  to 
have  been  against  Captain  Elliott,  he  would  probably 
havfe  been  inclined  to  make  the  most  of  it.  But  he 
does  not  mention  this  movement  at  all ;  and  it  is  not 
a  little  singular  that /Jve  officeis  in  distant  ships  should 
see  and  comprehend  an  important  movement,  which 
the  commander  of  the  ship  close  hy^  and  equally  dis- 
posed to  find  fault,  should  not  mention.  The  infer- 
ence is  fair  that  Mr.  Turner  did  perceive  and  under- 
stand this  movement,  and  knew  it  was  one  which  he 
could  not  mention  to  the  injury  of  Captain  Elliott. 
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He  doubtless  remembered,  when  writing  his  affidavit, 
that  the  Niagara  did  sheer  to  windward,  and  the  Ca- 
ledonia to  leeward  at  the  same  time !  and  that  his  own 
sheering  was  in  obedience  to  the  order  through  Cap- 
tain ElUott's  trumpet)  "  to  bear  up  and  let  the  Niagara 
pass  to  the  assistance  of  the  Lawrence." 

Mr,  Berry  then  says  that  after  passing  the  Caledo- 
nia, the  Niagara  got  within  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of 
the  Lawrence,  and  directly  in  her  wake,  and  conti- 
nued her  fire  upon  the  Queen  Charlotte  about  two 
hours !  or  till  half  past  2 ;  at  which  time  they  per- 
ceived that  the  Lawrence  was  disabled.  Then,  says 
the  witness.  Captain  Elliott  bore  up  for  the  enemy, 
and  when  they  were  near  the  British  line.  Commodore 
Perry  was  seen  approaching  in  a  boat.  Here  he  is  at 
issue  with  Mr.  Taylor,  who  says  that  when  Commo- 
dore Perry  left  the  Lawrence,  the  Niagara  was  pass- 
ing her  larboard  beam,  near  half  of  a  mile  distant. 
At  this  time,  the  Lawrence  had  dropped  astern ;  and 
as  she  was  disabled,  and  without  sails  or  rig^ng,  she. 
could  not  have  dropped  astern  to  windward,  but  must 
have  done  it  to  leeward.  If  then  the  Niagara  were 
in  her  wake,  only  twenty  or  thirty^  yards  distant,  where 
was  the  necessity  of  a  circuit  ot  nearly  half  of  a  mile 
to  windward,  in  order  to  get  ahead  ?  The  wind  was 
southeast;  and  the  squadrons  sailing  upon  the  wind 
with  one  point  free,  or  heading  southwest  by  south. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Niagara  could  not 
have  got  a  half  mile  off  the  larboard  beam  of  the 
Lawrence,  without  making  two,  if  not  three  tacks; 
but  she  could  have  got  ahead  of  the  Lawrence  with- 
out making  any,  simply  by  ^oing  one  point  nearer  to 
the  wind.  This  would  have  left  her  six  points,  which, 
as  every  seaman  knows,  are  not  too  few  for  a  brig. 
Captain  Elliott  must  have  been  a  raw  seaman  to  thiiik 
of  the  movement  imputed  to  him.  Mr.  Taylor's  state- 
ment about  this  distance  must  be  altogether  erroue- 


LIFE  OP  COM.  ELLIOTT.  161 

ous ;  and  if  so,  what  becomes  of  his  other  statement; 
that,  "  it  was  a  considerable  time,  wiih  all  the  exer- 
tions of  the  boat's  crew,  before  they  could  come  up 
with  the  Niagara  ?"  They  must  have  been  rather 
sluggish  tars,  who,  in  the  midst  of  a  battle,  would  oc- 
cupy "  a  considerable  time  "  in  carrying  their  com- 
mander in  a  boat  about  thirty  yards  !  Besides,  how 
should  Mr.  Taylor  know  what  time  was  required  for 
this  passage,  he  being  then  engaged,  according  to  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Yarnall  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry, 
in  consulting  with  Messrs.  Yarnall  and  Forrest  upon 
surrendering  the  Lawrence  ? 

But  the  witness  says  that  when  Commodore  Perry 
was  seen  approaching  in  a  boat,  Ae,  as  boatswain, 
was  called  to  attend  the  side.  For  what  purpose  was 
he  to  attend  it?  Those  acquainted  with  naval  eti- 
quette know  that  when  an  officer  in  a  boat  approaches 
a  ship,  to  come  on  board,  a  boatswain  is  called  to  pipe 
him  over,  or  attend  him  at  the  ship's  side.  This  ce- 
remonial is  particularly  due  to  the  commander  of  a 
fleet  or  squadron,  from  the  commander  of  each  ship ; 
and  as  the  officer  approaching  was  known  to  be  Com- 
modore Perry,  Captain  Elliott  was  not  inclined  to  omit 
this  civility  to  him.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
cowardly  Captain  Elliott  not  only  endeavored  to  keep 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  enemy's  shot,  and  even  to 
dodge  them  when  they  came  too  near,  but  was  ex- 
cessively agitated,  and  almost  powerless*  from  fright, 
when  Commodore  Perry  met  him  on  his  own  deck. 
It  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  an  officer  could  be 
crazed  and  stupified  by  fear,  and  at  the  same  time,  at- 
tentive to  the  minutest  forms  of  naval  etiquette ;  and 
therefore  difficult  to  imagine  how  Captain  Elliott 
could  be  dodging  shot,  and  utterly  unconscious  of 
what  he  was  cloing,  and  at  the  same  time  calling  a 
boatswain  to  receive  his  commander  with  tlie  cus- 
tomary compliment.  The  poet  speaks  of  method  in 
14* 
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madness  ;  but  to  Commodore  Perry  and  his  witness- 
es belongs  the  merit  of  discovering  method  in  folly. 
To  tho^  less  disposed  to  find  fault  than  Captam  El- 
liott's enemies,  this  attention  to  ceremonial  at  such  a 
moment,  attention  which  interfered  with  no  other  du- 
ties, would  indicate  thorough  coolness  and  sdf  pos- 
session. 

Mr.  Berry  confirms  the  statement  of  Mr.  Brevoort 
concerning  the  conversation  between  Captains  Perry 
and  EUiott,  when  the  former  boarded  the  Niagara ; 
a  conversation  which  proves  that  the  former  was  in 
despair,  while  the  latter  was  fiill  of  confidence. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Battle  of  Lake  Erie.    Testimony  of  the  Britkh  OOcen. 

It  is  now  necessary  to  go  back  in  the  order  of  time, 
and  introduce  the  testimony  of  the  officers  of  the 
British  Squadron ;  for  as  this  testimony  is  very  im- 
portant, it  deserves  a  separate  consideration.  It  con- 
sists of  extracts  of  the  official  report  of  Commodore 
Barclay,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  In- 
glis,  second  officer  of  the  Detroit,  to  Commodore  Bar- 
clay, and  the  opinion  of  the  British  Court  of  Inquiry 
upon  the  capture  of  the  British  Squadron.*  The  as- 
sertions of  these  witnesses  against  Captain  Elliott  are 
absolutely  unfounded,  and  their  falsity  will  appear 
from  contradictions  among  the  witnesses,  or  rather  by 
additional  statements  of  the  same  witnesses,  state- 
ments proved  by  the  witnesses  of  Captain  ElUott, 
which  render  these  derogatory  assertions  absolutely 
impossible.  According  to  the  assertions  ascribed  to 
these  officers  by  some  of  Commodore  Perry's  witness- 
es, and  to  the  documentary  statements  of  the  same 
officers,  these  gentlemen  seem  to  have  entertained  a 
singular  partiality  for  Commodore  Perry,  and  a  no 
less  singular  hostilit^r  against  Captain  ElUott.  Dr. 
Parsons  quotes  the  officers  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  as 
sajring  that,  the  Niagara  was  too  fiur  off  to  be  reached 
by  their  guns.  Mr.  Breese  tells  the  same  story.  Mr. 
Brownell  quotes  Captain  Bignall,  Commander  of  the 
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Hunter,  as  saying  that,  "had  Captain  Elliott  belong- 
ed to  the  British  Navy,  he  would  have  been  hanged. '^ 
The  second  pamphlet  agauist  Captain  Elliott  contains 
an  extract  from  the  official  letter  of  Commodore  Bar- 
clay, in  which  the  Conmiodore  states  that,  the  Niaga- 
ra kept  so  far  to  windward  as  to  render  the  guns  of 
the  Queen  Charlotte  useless ;  and  that  when  Com- 
modore Perry  boarded  her,  she  was  perfectly  fresh. 
He  characterises  what  he  calls  the  eflFort  of  Conmio- 
dore Perry  to  regain  the  day,  as  a  noble  effort.  The 
British  court  of  Inquiry  say  that  after  the  surrender 
of  the  Lawrence,  "  the  American  commander  hoisted 
his  flag  on  board  of  another  of  his  squadron,  which 
had  not  been  engaged  and  was  making  oflF."  The 
Naval  monument,  printed  at  Boston  in  1816,  records 
a  toast  given  by  Commodore  Barclay,  at  a  public  din- 
ner and  ball  given  to  himself  at  Terrebonne  in  Cana- 
da ;  "  Commodore  Perry,  the  gallant  and  generous 
enemy. "  According  to  all  this  testimony.  Commodore 
Perry  is  ^Hhe  gallant  and  generous  enemy ^  recover- 
ing a  lost  victory  by  noble  efforts^^^  while  Captain 
Elliott  is  a  cowardly  runaioay^  who  deserves  to  be 
hanged.  It  might  be  difficult  to  conceive  any  ade- 
quate motive  for  these  opposite  feelings  towards  two 
enemy-officers,  equally  strangers  to  them  personally, 
did  not  the  history  of  the  whole  world  for  the  last 
century  and  a  half,  abundantly  furnish  explanations. 
In  this  the  British  officers  had  two  objects;  the 
first,  to  indulge  feelings  for  which  the  British  are  re- 
markable above  all  other  nations;  good  nature  to- 
wards those  whom  they  have  vanquished,  and  ill 
nature  to  those  who  have  vanquished  them;  the  se- 
cond, to  furnish  a  satisfactory  excuse  for  their  own 
defeat  and  capture.  The  British  exceed  all  civilized 
nations  for  magnifying  their  own  exploits  and  vir- 
tues, and  for  depreciating  those  of  other  people. 
Most  particularly  are  tliey  accustomed  to  boast  of 
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their  own  magnanimity  and  generosity,  and  to  disre- 
gard those  virtues  in  practice  towards  a  victorious, 
and  oflen  towards  a  vanquished  &>e.  Twice  has  the 
American  nation  been  engaged  with  the  British  as 
enemies,  and  in  both  instances  did  it  often  find  them 
arrogant  and  cruel  in  victory,  and  uniformly  false 
and  perfidious  in  defeat.  They  have  been  correctly 
painted  by  Mr.  Walsh  in  his  masterly  "  Appeal,"  for 
which  his  country  owes  him  a  large  debt  of  gratitude, 
and  to  which  the  reader  is  referred  for  more  particu- 
lar accounts.  To  say  that  the  whole  British  nation 
is  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  arrogance  and  of  falsehood, 
would  be  unjust;  for  the  British  national  character 
exhibits  many,  very  many  points  of  great  moral 
worth.  In  its  political  action,  in  the  operations  of 
its  government  with  other  nations,  does  the  British 
nation  exhibit  its  vices  in  boldest  relief;  and  it  may 
be  said  with  truth,  that,  to  discover  the  numerous 
and  noble  virtues  of  Englishmen,  they  should  be 
viewed  in  detail;  to  discover  their  odious  vices,  their 
grasping  avarice,  their  unfeeling  arrogance,  their 
cold,  calculating  disregard  to  human  happiness  and 
human  life,  they  must  be  viewed  collectively  through 
their  government.  The  British  nation  consists  of 
two  parties,  tories  and  whigs,  aristocrats  and  demo- 
crats. The  first,  which  has  governed  the  country 
ever  since  Cromwell's  republic,  if  repuMic  it  could  be 
called,  was  overthrown,  almost  exactly  resemble  the 
aristocracy  of  ancient  Rome;  arrogant,  insolent,  ava- 
ricious and  cruel,  regarding  the  rest  of  mankind  as 
made  for  their  use,  leaving  the  prints  of  their  fingers 
wherever  they  lay  their  iron  hands,  and  who,  to  quote 
an  eloquent  expression,  "rather  than  renounce  the 
extortions  of  their  birth-right,  would  sprinkle  their 
palace  floors  with  the  blood  of  the  provinces,  and 
wash  them  with  the  tears  of  their  own  poor."  The 
other  party  is  the  portion  which  furnishes  the  other 
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side  of  the  picture,  and  exhibits  the  redeeming  fea- 
tures of  the  British  national  character. 

The  tory  party,  having  long  governed  the  countryj 
have  infused  their  arrogant  and  perfidious  spirit  into 
all  its  acts  with  foreign  nations,  and  all  its  records  of 
the  same.  The  consequences  are  that  the  British 
government  has  seldom  been  generous  to  enemies  or 
just  to  allies,  or  governed  any  province  or  depend- 
ency without  driving  it  into  discontent  or  rebellion ; 
and  that  British  histories  and  official  reports  have 
rarely  been  correct,  and  often  atrociously  false.  If 
they  gain  a  victory,  their  own  force  is  depreciated 
and  that  of  their  enemy  magnified.  If  they  suflFer  a 
defeat,  the  process  is  the  same.  If  they  capture  a  . 
ship  or  a  fleet,  the  commander  is  a  noble  fellow,  who 
made  incredible  eflForts  of  skill  and  courage,  but 
without  avail  against  British  prowess.  If  they  lose 
a  ship  or  a  fleet,  the  victorious  commander  owes  his 
good  fortune  to  some  great  superiority  of  force,  to 
some  unfair  advantage,  and  "  ought  to  be  hanged." 
The  British  naval  annals  exhibit  numerous  victories 
of  British  74's  and  38  gun  firigates  over  French  90 
gun  ships  and  44's.  In  all  these  instances,  the  Bri- 
tish force  was  superior,  though  the  reverse  iiS  implied 
by  the  deceptive  manner  of  telling  the  story.  The 
French  rate  their  ships  by  the  number  of  guns  which 
they  carry;  the  English  by  the  number  which  they 
carry  on  a  particular  deck.  Thus,  a  French  90  gun 
line  of  battle  ship  carries  90  guns  and  no  more^  and 
a  44  gun  frigate  carries  only  44  guns;  but  a  British 
74  carries  from  90  to  100  gims,  and  a  38  gun  fi-igate 
49  or  51  guns.  Besides  this,  the  French  shot  gene- 
rally weigh  less  than  they  are  rated,  the  British  in- 
variably more.  The  18  pound  shot  of  the  Java, 
captured  by  Commodore  Bainbridge  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, weighed  21  pounds.  The  Guerriere  sailed  in 
search  of  the  Constitution  with  a  "motto  flag"  ex- 
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pressing  defiance.  Yet  did  the  British  officiid  reports 
attribute  her  capture  to  **  defective  masts."  The 
British  fleet  on  Lake  Erie  was  abundantly  supplied 
with  able  seamen  and  every  thing  else,  had  63  ^uns 
opposed  to  54,  and  having  a  greater  number  of  long 
guns  than  the  American  squadron,  was  much  super 
rior  at  long  shot,  as  the  capture  of  the  Lawrence 
evinced.  Yet  according  to  the  British  Court  of  Inquiry, 
the  loss  of  their  fleet  was  caused  by  defective  equip- 
ment, the  want  of  able  seamen,  and  the  very  great 
superiority  of  the  American  squadron!!  ! 

Considering  then  the  general  deportment  of  the 
British  Government  toward  enemies,  and  the  general 
character  of  British  accounts,  the  reader  will  be  able 
to  explain  the  imputed  feelings  of  the  British  oflScers 
on  Lake  Erie  towards  Captains  Perry  and  Elliott. 
They  had  beaten  the  first  and  captured  his  ship,  and 
at  the  very  moment  when  Captain  Elliott  was  bear- 
ing down  in  the  Niagara  upon  the  head  of  the  British 
line,  the  crew  of  the  Detroit,  after  giving  three  cheers, 
were  lowering  their  boats  to  take  possession  of  her. 
Of  course  the  British  ofiicers  entertained  no  asperi- 
ties against  Commodore  Perry.  He  had  fought  them 
most  bravely;  but  in  spite  of  his  efforts,  they  had 
taken  from  him  a  fine  ship,  and  felt  towards  him  as 
they  feel  towards  all  from  whom  they  have  taken  a 
rich  booty, — very  benevolent.  But  Captain  Elliott 
had  snatched  the  victory  from  their  hands  when  they 
were  most  sure  of  it.  Instead  of  being  victors  over 
a  whole  fleet,  and  rejoicing  in  the  fancied  invincibility 
of  British -seamen,  they  were  prisoners  of  war  !  The 
Royal  Ensign,  the  Cross  of  St.  George,  had  been 
hauled  down  from  over  their  heads,  and  the  stain  of 
defeat  was  upon  it !  The  world  had  now  witnessed 
the  defeat  and  capture, — not  of  a  British  ship,  but  of 
— a — British  fleet !  Yes  !  The  only  instance  of  the 
kind  on  record,  a  British  fleet,  after  a  desperate  battle^ 
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had  been  captured  in  fair  fight  by  a  force  not  su- 
perior, if  equal ! !  And  who  had  brought  this  re- 
proach upon  the  flag  of  their  country  ?  Who  had 
cut  so  deep  into  the  glories  of  the  f cist  anchored  isle? 
Captain  Elliott !  In  the  bitterness  of  their  disappoint- 
ment, they  could  not  refrain  from  angry  feehngs  or 
angry  expressions.  They  hated  him  for  the  deed  ; 
and  as  men  seldom  praise  those  whom  they  hate,  the 
British  officers  could  not  refrain  from  venting  their 
feelings  in  attempting  to  depreciate  Captain  Elliott. 
Such  then  was  one  object  of  the  British  officers  in 
condemning  Captain  Elliott,  the  indulgence  of  their 
usual  ill  nature  towards  all  who  gain  advantages 
over  them. 

The  second  object  of  the  British  officers  in  saying 
or  implying  any  thing  derogatory  to  Captain  Elliott, 
was  to  ftirnish  an  excuse  for  their  own  defeat  and 
capture.  They  knew  that  a  satisfactory  excuse  for 
striking  the  cross  of  St.  George  would  be  required, 
both  by  their  government  and  their  country ;  more 
especially  as  this  was  done  after  they  had  achieved  a 
victory,  and  actually  captured  the  ship  of  the  Ameri- 
can commander.  To  strike  the  Royal  Ensign  was 
unfortunate  enough  ;  but  to  strike  it  to  a  flag  which 
had  already  struck  to  themselves  in  the  same  battle, 
and  was  hoisted  again  in  victory  and  glory,  was  de- 
plorable !  The  affair  must  be  explained  ;  and  if  the 
febrications  so  common  in  British  public  documents 
will  avail,  the  febrications  must  be  made  I !  The 
first  point  is  to  devise  the  hjrpothesis ;  the  next,  to 
invent  the  statements  necessary  to  support  it.  The 
British  Commodore,  in  ptnrsuance  of  a  judicious  plan, 
had  directed  the  greater  part  of  his  force  upon  the 
Lawrence ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  had  been  less  soli- 
citous to  cripple  the  hull  of  the  Niagara,  than  to  de- 
stroy her  rigging,  for  the  purpose  of  preventinghcr 
firom  coming  to  the  assistance  of  her  consort.    This 
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leaving  the  Niagara  little  injured  in  her  battery,  and 
with  ngging  enough  left  to  be  perfectly  manageable, 
she  was  placed  by  Captain  Elliott,  shortly  before 
Commodore  Perry  left  the  Lawrence,  in  a  position 
which  enabled  her  to  fire  with  terrible  effect  upon  the 
Detroit  and  dueen  Charlotte.  Here  then  was  a  ray, 
a  glimmering  of  pretext  for  saying  that  the  Niagara 
came  into  the  contest  perfectly  fresh,  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  Lawrence.  The  hypothesis  therefore 
is  plain.  The  Niagara  is  to  be  kept  perfectly  fresh 
and  uninjured,  till  after  the  British  ships  have  been 
much  shattered  in  capturing  the  Lawrence  and  keep- 
ing the  rest  of  the  American  squadron  at  bay ;  she 
is  then  to  come  up,  select  a  raking  position,  which 
her  perfect  freshness  enabled  her  to  do,  and  which 
the  British  ships,  in  their  shattered  condition,  could 
not  prevent,  fire  her  heavy  broadsides  at  discretion, 
and  thus  sink  them  or  compel  them  to  surrender. 
To  keep  the  Niagara  perfectly  fresh^  she  must  be 
kept  out  of  the  battle ;  she  must  be  so  far  off"  that  the 
guns  of  the  dueen  Charlotte,  the  ship  nearest  to  her, 
could  not  reach  her  !  If  they  could  only  establish  this 
hjrpothesis,  their  case  was  plain ;  their  capture  was 
accounted  for ;  and  instead  of  being  censured  for 
striking  the  flat?  of  Old  England,  they  were  sure  of 
being  applauded  for  saving  so  many  valuable  lives  ! 
This  hypothesis  can  be  easily  proved.  Its  authors 
have  only  to  deal  in  round  assertions,  they  will  not 
be  opposed,  excepting  by  the  enemy,  and  when  the 
statements  of  a  British  officer  conflict  with  those  of 
an  enemy,  the  British  Government  and  the  ftritish 
public  always  know  how  to  decide. 

The  tale  to  be  tokJ  in  Commodore  Barclay's  official 
report,  was  doubtless  the  result  of  consultation  amons: 
the  officers ;  for  a  plausible  tale  must  be  ofiered,  and 
in  arranging  it,  the  co-operation  of  all  was  useful,  if 
not  necessary.  It  is  dated  on  the  12th  of  September, 
15 
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two  days  after  the  battle.  When  it  was  actually 
drawn  up  does  not  appear ;  but  it  might  have  been 
several  days  afterwards.  But  at  whatever  time  it  was 
actually  drawn,  sufficient  time  was  taken  for  devising 
and  arranging  it.  As  the  American  and  British  offi- 
cers had  a  free  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  as 
disputes  arose  among  the  American  officers,  and  sland- 
ers against  Captain  Elliott  were  circulated  immedi- 
ately after  the  battle,  these  disputes  and  slanders  must 
have  reached  the  ears  of  the  British  officers.  It  is 
immaterial  whether  the  device  of  keeping  Captain 
Elliott  out  of  the  battle,  was  suggested  to  the  British 
officers  by  what  they  heard  among  the  American,  or 
was  original  with  themselves,  hi  either  case  they 
perceived  the  importance  of  giving  it  currency,  espe- 
cially in  the  American  squadron ;  and  therefore,  when- 
ever and  wherever  they  heard  the  suggestion,  they 
were  prompt  to  give  to  it  the  weight  of  their  own  tes- 
timony. Hence  their  declarations  to  Messrs.  Parscms, 
Breese,  and  Brownell,  who,  as  they  soon  discovered, 
were  enemies  to  Captain  Elliott.  If  they  could  stimu- 
late this  animosity  against  him,  their  project  would 
be  aided;  for  the  more  imbittered  were  the  American 
officers  against  Captain  Elliott,  the  more  would  they 
indulge  in  condemnatory  statements,  and  consequent- 
ly, the  more  evidence  would  the  British  derive  from 
American  authority,  to  sustain  the  fabrications  which 
they  intended  to  insert  in  their  official  report.  Ac- 
cordingly they  say  to  Mr.  6rownell,  if  his  recollection 
is  to  be  relied  on,  that  Captain  Elliott  ought  to  have 
been  hanged  !  The  officers  of  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
in  making  these  statements  to  Messrs.  Parsons  and 
Breese,  had  a  secondary  object,  besides  accounting 
for  their  defeat.  A  particular  incident  of  the  battle 
was  to  be  explained.  Their  ship  had  made  off  from 
the  fire  of  the  Niagara,  and  they  would  offer  a  better 
excuse  for  this  by  saying  that  the  Niagara  was  too 
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fiu-  off  to  be  reached,  ihan  by  saying  that  her  fire  was 
loo  heaty  to  be  sustained.  The  tale  is  th^i  inserted 
in  Ck>minodoTe  Barclay's  offidsd  report,  that  the  Nia- 
|[alra  was  not  in  the  battle  till  towards  the  close;  this 
IS  afterwftfds  adopted  by  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  witli 
the  addition  that  she  was  ranniuj^  away,  and  this  was 
deemed  amply  sufficient  te  satisfy  the  British  public! 
But  though  these  statem^ats  are  roundly  made  in 
Commodore  Barday*s  r^XMrt,  they  are  somewhat  in- 
consistent with  other  parts  of  the  same  document.  • 
He  says  that  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
tion, Captain  Finnis,  of  the  dueen  Charlotte^^was 
killed,  and  Lieutenant  Stokes  struck  senseless  by  a 
splinter;  and  that  this  left  the  ship  in'commanaof 
Proyindal  Lieutenant  Irvine,  whose  'experience  was 
too  limited  to  afford  him  much  aid.  The  fire  upon 
the  dueen  Charlotte  must  have  been  somewhat  heavy, 
whence  erer  it  came,  to  kill  her  Captain  and  first  Lieu- 
tenant at  the  commencement  of  the  action.  Accord- 
ing to  aH  of  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses,  the  Ame- 
rican squadron  was  to  close  with  the  enemy,  ship  to 
ship,  the  Lawrence  against  the  Detroit,  the  Caledonia 
against  the  Lady  Prevost,  the  Niagara  against  the 
Queen  Charlotte.  The  same  witnesses  state  that  the 
two  squadrons  went  into  action  in  this  order.  It  has 
also  been  shown  that  the  Niagara  took  the  place  of 
the  Caledonia,  to  rdieve  the  Lawrence  from  the  fire 
of  the  Ciueen  Chariotte ;  which  could  not  have  been 
till  after  the  dueen  Charlotte  left  the  line  and  bore 
away  from  the  fire  of  the  Niagara.  Up  to  this  time, 
the.  Lawrence  was  firing  upon  the  Detroit,  the  Cale- 
donia upon  the  Lady  Prevost,  the  Ariel  and  Scorpion, 
upon  tte^  weather  bow  of  the  Lawrence,  could  only 
have  fired  upon  the  C^ppeway,  the  Detroit,  and  per- 
haps the  Lady  Prevost ;  the  4ueen  Charlotte  being 
out  of  their  reach.  The  small  vessels  were  astern, 
smd  if  firm^  atall,  upon  the  Hunter  and  Little  Belt. 
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If  th^i  Captain  Fiimis,  was  killed  and  Lieutenaol 
Stokes  wounded,  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  it 
must  have  been  by  the  fire  of  the  Niagara.  This 
proves  that  the  Niagara  could  hardly  have  been  be^ 
yond  the  reach  of  the  dueen  Charlotte,  unless  the 
distance  from  her  to  the  Niagara  were  greater  than 
that  from  ^e  Niagara  to  her. 

But  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Inglis,  commander  of 
the  Detroit  after  First  Lieutenant  Uarland  was  UUed, 
and  Commodore  Barclay  wounded,  ccmtradiets  these 
assertions  still  more  strongly,  and  in  the  absence  a(  dR 
other  testimony,  would  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
Niagara  could  not  have  been  very  distant  from  the 
enemy  for  some  time  before  Commodore  Perry  boarded 
her.  Mr.  Infflis  says  that  after  Commodore  Barclay 
was  wounded^  the  Niagara,  till  then  on  his  weather 
beam,  took  a  position  on  his  weather  bow,  to  rake 
him  ;  that  to  avoid  being  raked,  he  attempted  towear^ 
and  fell  on  board  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  that 
the  two  ships  remained  together  for  some  time*  Ik 
then  says  that  after  they  got  clear  of  each  other,  the 
enemy^s  squadron  were  raking  both  ships  ahead  and 
astern.  The  reader  will  remember  that  according  to 
Commodore  Perry's  witnesses,  he  bore  up  immediately 
after  boarding  the  Niagara,  and  firing  both  broadsides, 
compelled  the  enemy  to  strike  in  a  few  minutes.  If 
so  little  time. intervened  between  his  boarding  the  Ni- 
agara and  the  surrender  of  the  enemy,  he  must  have 
boarded  her  after  the  Detroit  and  Queen  Charlotte 
got  clear  of  each  other,  and  could  not  have  done  it 
before  they  ran  foul  of  each  other,  for  tfiey  were  to- 
gether/or smne  time.  If  then  this  running  foul  was 
to  avoid  being  raked  by  the  Niagara,  and  Commodore 
Perry  was  not  on  board  of  her,  this  attempt  to  rake 
must  have  been  made  by  Captain  Elliott  He  could 
not  have  been  very  distant,  to  think  of  raking  with 
carronades.    But  if  Captain  Elliott  were  so  &r  off; 
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only  one  hypodiesis  remains.  The  Lawrence  had 
woric  enough  in  retuminff  the  fire  of  the  Detroit  and 
Lady  Prevost  The  Ariel  and  Scorpion  were  opposed 
to  these  and  the  Chippeway.  The  Somers,  Tigress, 
Porcupine  and  Trippe  were  fer  astern.  The  Niagara 
bein^  out  of  the  battle,  nothing  remains  to  have  made 
all  this  havoc  in  the  dueen  Charlotte,  but  the  Uttle 
Caledonia!  She  must  have  been  a  terrible  little  spit- 
fire, with  her  Uiree  long  12's,  to  drive  out  of  the  line 
a  great  ship,  mounting  seventeen  24  pound  carro- 
nades ! ! 

One  part  of  ComnM)dore  Barclay's  report  is  entire- 
ly inconsistent  with  an  impression  conveyed  by  the 
witnesses  of  Commodore  Perry.  They  imply,  not 
only  that  the  Lawrence  sustained  the  whole  fire  of 
the  enemy  before  she  struck,  but  that  afterwards,  the 
battle  was  gained  by  the  Niagara  when  under  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Perry.  Dr.  Parsons  very  plain- 
ly implies  that  after  Captain  Elliott  brought  up  the 
small  vessels,  nothing  remained  for  them  to  do.  But 
the  British  commander  says  that  Commodore  Perry 
did  not  bear  up  in  the  Niagara  till  after  the  Detroit 
had  become  <'a  perfect  wreck,  principally  from  the 
fire  of  the  gun  boats,"  after  the  Queen  Charlotte  was 
disabled  from  assisting  the  Detroit,  and  after  the  La- 
dy Prevost  was  disabled  by  the  loss  of  her  rudder. 
The  reader  will  remember  that  according  to  Commo- 
dore Perry's  official  report,  the  Lawrence  sustained 
the  action  upwards  of  two  hours  within  canister 
distance;  and  as  her  fire  was  principally  against  the 
Detroit,  it  could  not  have  been  very  effectual,  if  the 
damage  done  to  that  ship  was  chiefly  the  work  of  the 
gun  boats.  He  will  also  recollect  that  the  gim  boats 
were  brought  up  by  Captain  Elliott,  ceased  their  dis- 
tant and  ineflfectual  fire  the  moment  that  he  took 
command  of  them,  and  did  not  fire  again  till  they 
were  in  close  action.  This  "rafcinff  fa^^  must  then 
15* 
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have  been  und^  the  directkm  of  Captain  Elliott ; 
consequently  the  statement  of  Ck>miiiodore  Perry's 
witnesses  about  the  ^'tremendous  effect"  of  the  Nia- 
gara's fire  as  he  carried  her  through  the  British  line, 
is  not  sustained  by  Commodore  Kirclay^  and  would 
seem  to  be  exa^erated.  Besides,  if  Commodore  Per- 
ry did  not  bear  up  and  pass  through  the  British  line 
tUl  after  the  Detroit  was  disabled,  '^principaily  by  the 
raking  fire  of  the  gun  boats,"  he  could  not  have  been 
up  immediately  aner  taking  command  of  the  Nia^- 
ra ;  for  as  she  was  near  the  enemy  when  Captain  El- 
liott left  her,  and  according  to  Commodore  Perry 
himself,  in  close  action,  and  as  the  gun  boats,  at  the 
same  time,  were  far  astern,  the  Niagara  could  have 
passed  through  the  British  line  in  less  time  than  was 
required  for  the  gun  boats  to  come  up.  Yet  were 
they  up  first. 

This  statement  of  Commodore  Barclay  cannot  be 
correct ;  for  the  Detroit  was  disabled,  not  by  the  two 
hours  firing  of  the  Lawrence  within  canister  dis- 
tance, not  "  principally  by  the  raking  fire  of  the  gun 
boats,"  after  they  were  brought  up  by  Captain  Elhott^ 
though  they  had  a  share  in  the  work,  but  chiefly  by 
the  "tremendous"  fire  of  the  Niagara, fix)m  her  close 
and  "judicious  position"  before  she  was  boarded  by 
Commodore  Perry.  But  Commodore  Barclay,  in  this 
statement,  is  at  variance  with  Commodore  Perry's 
witnesses ;  and  as  he  has  been  introduced  as  a  credi- 
ble witness  for  Commodore  Perry,  and  as  his  official 
account  has  been  quoted  as  true,  it  is  for  those  who 
cited  him  to  reconcile  the  discrepancy. 

The  readers  attention  is  now  called  to  other  parts 
of  Commodore  Barclay's  account,  which,  beinff  gross* 
ly  improbable,  utterly  destroy  its  credibility.  He  says 
that  his  squadron  contained  only  fifty  British  seamen. 
This  story  cannot  be  true ;  for  to  suppose  that  the 
British  government  would  incur  the  eipenae  of  build- 
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kg  two  large  ships,  of  equippiag  two  large  brigs,  a 
lai^  schooner  and  a  sloop,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  operations  of  its  army,  and  opposing  an  A9ierioan 
fleet  q[  64  guns,  should  arm  diis  fleet  with  63  ^uns, 
3  swivels  and  2  howitzers,  in  all  68,  and  should  fur- 
nish it  with  only  50  Britidi  seamen,  is  to  suppose 
what  they  never  did  before.  No  nation  is  more 
thoroughly  convinced  than  the  British,  of  the  great 
superiority  in  naval  battles,  of  well  trained  sailors 
over  land  men,  fresh  water  sailors  and  other  substi- 
tutes. They  had  already  had  some  experience  of 
American  prowess  on  the  Lakes,  in  the  capture  of  the 
Detroit  and  Caledonia ;  and  upon  the  ocean,  in  the 
captures  of  the  Guerriere,  the  Java,  the  Macedonian, 
the  Frolic  and  the  Peacock.  Knowing  then  wh^tt 
species  of  enemy  they  were  to  meet,  and  having  in- 
curred a  great  expense  in  building  and  equipping  a 
powerful  fleet,  manned  by  not  less,  probably,  than  700 
men,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  would  expose 
it  to  almost  certain  loss,  by  furnishing  it  with  only  50 
British  seamen.  Lieutenant  Webster  swore  before 
the  American  Court  of  Inquiry,  that  he  saw  60 
wounded  men  on  board  of  the  Detroit,  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  seamen,  and  having  a  seaman's  experi- 
ence, he  could  not  have  been  easily  misled.  He  says 
the  weather  gage  gave  the  Americans  a  prodigious 
advantage  in  choosing  both  their  position  and  dis- 
tance, \»merel)y  their  long  guns  were  very  destructive, 
while  the  carronades  of  the  ftueen  Charlotte  and  La- 
dy Prevost  would  not  reach.  The  wind  was  advanta- 
geous to  the  Americans  in  regard  to  position,  but  not 
to  distance ;  for  as  the  wind  was  South  East,  and  the 
two  squadrons  sailing  in  parallel  lines.  South-west  by 
South,  it  was  as  easy  for  the  British  to  stand  off*  as 
for  the  Americans  to  stand  on.  Indeed  the  British 
took  advantage  of  the  wiiKl  to  choose  their  distance, 
and  to  keep  &yond  the  carronades  of  the  Lawraice, 
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while  cutting  her  up  with  their  long  guuii.  He  bays 
that  the  Queen  Charlotte  and  Lady  Prevost  were  ex- 
posed to  a  heavy  fire  firom  "  the  Caledonia  and  four 
Schooners,  atmed  with  heavy  and  long  guns,  Uke 
those  already  described,"  i.  e.  long  24's  and  32's.  These 
"four  Schooners"  were  the  Somers,  Porcupine,  Ti- 
gress and  Trippe ;  and  as  they  did  not  direct  this 
"heavy  and  destructive  fire"  upon  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte and  Lady  Prevost,  until  brought  up  by  Captain 
Elliott,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  Commodore 
Barclay  could  mean  by  thus  placing  them  to  support 
the  Caledonia.  He  says  the  Ariel  had  four  long  12s, 
the  Scorpion  a  long  24  and  a  long  32,  and  the  "  four 
schooners"  a  long  24  and  32  each.  This  is  an  ar- 
mament of  fourteen  long  guns,  throwing  at  a  single 
fire,  a  weight  of  metal  of  328  pounds  of  shot.  The 
actual  force  of  these  vessels  was  as  follows :  The 
Ariel  had  4  long  12's,  one  of  which  burst  early  in  the 
action,  the  Scorpion  a  long  12  and  a  long  18,  the  So- 
mers 2  long  12's,  the  Porcupine,  Tigress  and  Trippe^ 
each  a  long  32 ;  in  all  eleven  guns,  throwing  at  one 
discharge,  198  pounds.  He  makes  an  error  of  3  ffuns 
and  130  pounds  in  a  discharge.  He  speaks  of  the 
Hunter  as  carrying  only  2,  4  and  6  pounders.  She 
carried  10  guns,  and  as  swivels  are  not  usually  enu- 
merated with  the  guns,  the  10  guns  returned  by  Com- 
modore Perry  were  doubtless  exclusive  of  swivels. 
The  British  commander  would  not  call  any  thing  less 
than  a  6  pounder  a  gtin.  His  2  and  4  pounders 
must  therefore  have  been  swivels.  Yet  he  would  im- 
ply that  the  armament^  the  battery,  the  broadside  of 
a  10  gun  brig  consisted  of  2  and  4  pounders  H 

Such  is  Commodore  Barclay's  account.  It  is  liaWe, 
not  only  to  the  general  imputation  of  that  fiilsity 
which  is  characteristic  of  British  official  reports,  but 
likewise  to  the  charge  c^  gross  improbabilities,  of  in- 
consistencies, and  of  contradictions  by  the  Ainerican 
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officers.  Tet  such  is  the  evidence  that  has  been 
quoted  by  the  compiler  of  the  pamphlet  against  Cap- 
tain Elliott,  for  the  purpose  of  convicting  an  Ameri- 
can officer  of  cowaraice  or  treachery ! 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Bittto  of  Like  Brie.    &igraTii«i. 


It  is  now  necessary  to  notice  a  piece  of  testimony, 
which,  though  it  has  not  been  formally  quoted  in 
either  of  the  pamphlets  against  Captain  Elliott,  seems 
to  have  been  originally  devised  for  the  purpose  of 
affecting  the  public  mind  against  him.  In  the  Naval 
Monument,  already  mentioned,  are  two  engravings, 
entitled  ^^  First  and  Second  views  of  Commodore 
Perry's  victory,"  and  two  diagrams  or  keys,  explana- 
tory of  the  same.  The  first  represents  the  time  when 
Commodore  Perry  leaves  the  Lawrence  to  board  the 
Niagara;  the  second  when  he  hoists  the  signal  for 
close  action,  on  board  of  the  Niagara.  The  kejrs  or 
digrams,  Nos.  1  and  2,  are  here  annexed.* 

The  first  representation  is  totally  inconsistent  with 
the  statements  even  of  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses, 
and  with  his  official  report,  and  much  more  with  those 
of  the  officers  of  the  Niagara,  and  is  fitted  to  give  im- 
pressions utterly  erroneous.  A  sketch  or  diagram  of 
the  battle  was  laid  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry  at  New 
York,  in  1816,  and  sworn  to  as  correct  by  Messrs. 
Yamall,  Webster  and  Montgomery,  and  contradicted 
by  no  one.  Its  truth  is  therefore  established.  It  re- 
presents the  wind  as  South-East,  and  the  two  squad- 
rons as  sailing  in  para//e/  lines,  about  six  points 
from  the  wind,  or  South- West  by  South.  The  dia- 
gram in  the  Monument  represents  the  British  squad- 
ron as  sailing  in  line,  and  the  American  as  bearing 

^  Appendix  II. 
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down  upon  it  in  an  angle  of  about  twenty-Jive  de- 
grees! All  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses  state  that 
the  American  squadron  went  into  action  in  the  fol- 
lowing order;  the  Scorpion,  Ariel,  Lawrence,  Cale- 
donia, Nis^fara,  Somers,  PorcujHne,  Tifi;ress  and 
Trippe.  Blr.  Breese  sajrs  that  the  Ariel  and  Scorpicm 
gallantly  followed  the  example  of  the  Lawrence  in 
goin^  into  close  action.  Mr.  Webster  says  they  were 
on  me  weather  bow  of  the  Lawrence,  which,  with 
the  wind  South-East,  and  the  course  South- West  by 
South,  would  place  them  at  the  head  of  the  line,  a 
little  to  windward.  No  one  has  intimated  that  they 
were  not  engaged,  or  guilty  of  the  slightest  remissness 
at  any  period  of  the  action ;  whence  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  they  were  near  the  enemy.  Besides,  be- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  line  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  they  had  the  wind  equally  with  the  Law- 
rence, and  if  disposed,  could  have  got  as  near  as  that 
ship  to  the  enemy.  Furthermore,  Mr.  Montgomery 
says  that  the  British  schooner  Chippeway  took  her 
position  at  the  head  of  the  line  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
gaging the  small  vessels  at  the  head  of  our  line.  In 
this  diagram  they  are  represented  as  far,  very  far  to 
windward,  more  distant  from  the  head  of  the  British 
line  than  any  ships  excepting  the  Tigress  and  Trippe, 
and  more  distant  from  any  part  of  the  line  than  those 
two  from  the  stem  of  it.  They  are  even  more  dis- 
tant from  the  Niagara,  Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  than 
either  of  those  ships  from  the  enemy.    Mr.  Mont- 

Somery  says  that  when  Commodore  Perry  boarded 
le  Niagara,  the  Lawrence  was  nearly  astern  .of  her, 
on  her  lee  quarter,  which  would  place  the  Niagara 
at  the  head  of  the  line,  somewhat  to  windward;  and 
that  the  Niagara  was  then  with  her  helm  up,  bearing 
down  upon  the  enemy,  firing  all  her  starboard  guns, 
and  mostly  upon  the  Detroit.    Mr.  Adams  says  that 
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when  Commodore  Perry  came  on  board,  the  helm 
was  up,  and  she  was  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy. 
ilb.  Tatem,  says  the  same,  and  adds  that  when  th# 
Niagara  passed  the  Lawrence,  she  merely  took  room 
enough  to  pass  to  windward.  According  to  this,  the 
Niagara  was  actually  nearer  to  the  enemy  than  the 
Lawrence,  when  boarded  by  Commodore  Ferry.  The 
diagram  represents  the  Lawrence  at  the  head  of  the 
line,  and  the  Niagara  fer  off,  on  the  weather  quarter ^ 
not  the  weather  oowj  of  the  Lawrence.  It  also  re- 
presents the  Niagara  as  standing  on  her  wind,  instead 
of  bearing  down,  a  position  that  is  directly  contra- 
dicted by  every  witness  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry; 
they  all  saying  that  the  Lawrence  did  not  bear  down, 
leaving  the  Niagara  standing  on  to  windward.  This 
diagram  represents  a  sailor  swimming  from  the  Law- 
rence to  the  Niagara.  The  object  ofthis  fabrication 
is  inconceivable,  unless  to  show  that  the  Lawrence, 
fighting  the  whole  British  squadron  "upwards  of 
two  hours  within  canister  distance,"  was  torn  to 
pieces,  and  her  crew  obliged  to  swim  for  safety.  No 
such  incident  occurred,  and  the  reader  mij^ht  come 
nearer  the  truth  by  supposing  this  figure  of  a  sailor 
to  be  the  motto  flag,  which  Commodore  Perry  took 
under  his  arm  on  leaving  the  Lawrence,  and  which 
Mr.  Magrath  picked  up  afterwards. 

The  second  engraving,  like  the  first,  exhibits  a 
great  departure  from  the  truth.  The  order  of  the 
British  squadron  was  thus;  the  Detroit,  Lady  Pre- 
vest,  dueen  Charlotte,  Hunter.  Afterwards  the 
dueen  Charlotte  was  ahead,  the  order  being  the 
Queen  Charlotte,  Detroit,  Lady  Prevost  and  Hunter. 
In  this  diagram  the  order  is  the  Lady  Prevost,  De- 
troit, Queen  Charlotte  and  Hunter.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  the  Ariel  and  the  Scorpion 
were  at  the  head  of  the  line,  a  little  on  the  weather 
^w  (tf  tfie  Lawrence,  did  not  deviate  much  firom  this 
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position  during  ihe  whole  of  it,  and  at  no  tinoe  fell  in 
the  rear.  The  diagram  places  them  in  the  rear  of 
the  whole  line.  The  Trippe  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
line  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  though  in  close 
action  towards  the  close.  In  the  diagram  it  is  at  the 
very  head,  engaging  the  Lady  Prevost.  It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  the  object  of  these  alterations,  this  shift- 
ing of  the  I^y  Prevost  and  Trippe  from  where  they 
were  to  wbere  they  were  not,  excepting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ;^vinff  the  Trippe  an  opportunity  of  distin- 
guishing itself  It  is  certainly  amusing  to  see  the 
mde  sloop  Trippe,  with  her  one  gun,  in  close  action, 
single  handed,  with  the  great  schooner  Lady  Prevost, 
of  13  guns  and  a  swivel.  Commodore  Barclay  says 
that  her  guns  were  12  pound  carronades,  which, 
with  the  allowance  usuaUy  to  be  made  for  British 
accounts,  would  show  them  to  be  long  12's,  or  per- 
haps 24  pound  carronades;  a  battery  rather  formida- 
ble against  a  gun  boat  in  close  action.  The  Trippe 
must  have  had  a  hot  time  of  it ! 

The  three  dia^ams  annexed,  Nos»  3, 4,  and  5,*  re- 
present the  positions  of  the  squadrons  at  three  differ- 
ent periods  of  the  action.  The  first  represents  the 
conunencement  of  the  action,  the  wind  South-East, 
the  course  of  both  squadrons  about  South- West  by 
South,  the  Lawrence  a  half  point  abaft  the  beam  oi 
the  Detroit,  and  the  other  American  ships  having  the 
same  relative  bearing  to  the  other  British  ships. 
The  second  represents  the  Niagara  in  close  action  at 
the  head  of  the  line,  where  she  was  carried  by  Cap- 
tain Elliott,  the  Lawrence  astern,  disabled,  and  Cap- 
tain Elliott  passing  along  the  line  in  a  boat,  to  bring 
up  the  gun  boats.  This  view  directly  contradicts 
the  statements  of  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses,  that 
the  Niagara,  when  boarded  by  Comnaodore  Perry, 
was  fiur  off  to  windward.     The  third  represents 

*  Appendix  H, 
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Commodore  Perry  in  the  Niagara,  bearing  up  ahead 
of  the  Detroit  and  diieen  Charlotte,  preparatory  to 
passing  through  the  line,  and  Captain  Elliott  with 
the  small  vessels  in  close  order  and  close  acHotij  firing 
upon  the  heavy  British  ships.  The  reader,  on  com- 
paring these  diagrams  with  those  in  the  Naval  Mo 
nument,  and  with  all  the  testimony  introduced,  will 
perceive  that  they  are  totally  irreconcileable  with 
such  diagrams,  and  with  the  statements  of  Messrs. 
Turner,  Parsons,  Stevens,  Forrest,  Champlin,  Breese, 
Brownell  and  Taylor;  and  fully  corroborated  by 
those  of  Messrs.  Webster,  Mont^mery,  Adams,  Ta- 
tem,  Smith,  Magrath,  Edwar£,  Barton,  Brevoort, 
Nichols,  Conklin,  Page  and  Berry. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


Battte  of  Lake  Erie.    Ck>iiduct  of  Captain  EDiott.    Mr.  Bfagrath.    Motto  fla(. 

We  have  now  introduced  and  commented  upon 
all  the  testimony  on  both  sides ;  and  the  reader  will 
naturally  ask  himself  what  has  been  proved  ?  He 
will  rect^Uect  that,  the  object  of  Commodore  Perry 
was  to  prove  that  while  he  fought  the  whole  Britisn 
squadron  with  the  Lawrence  alone,  "  upwards  of  two 
hours  within  canister  shot  distance,"  Captain  Elliott, 
either  from  cowardice  or  treachery,  kept  the  Niagara 
beyond  the  reach  of  shot,  and  that  she  was  not  en- 
gaged till  he,  Commodore  Perry,  brought  her  into 
close  action!  But  the  reader  will  perceive,  from 
carefully  comparing  the  whole  testimony,  that  the 
Lawrence  never  tvas  in  close  action,  and  that  the 
Niagara  got  nearer  to  the  enemy  before  Commodore 
Perry  boarded  her,  than  the  liawrence  had  been. 
Commodore  Perry  admits  that  no  signs]  for  dose 
action  was  given  till  after  Captain  Elliott  "was  en- 
abled to  bring  his  vessel,  the  Niagara,  gallantly  into 
close  action  ;"  and  as  he  was  commander,  prescribed 
the  order  of  battle,  and  was  in  the  headmost  ship, 
with  the  weather  gage,  no  ship  could  have  got  into 
close  action  sooner  than  the  Lawrence,  without  alter- 
ing the  arrangement  or  deviating  from  the  line.  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  of  the  commanders  of 
the  smaller  vessels  would  assume  this  responsibility. 
The  Somers,  Porcupine,  Tigress  and  Trippe  were 
too  far  astern  ;  and  neither  Lieutenant  Turner  of  the 
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Caledonia,  Mr.  Champlin  of  the  Scorpion,  nor  Mr. 
Packet  of  the  Ariel,  would  make  any  such  pretensions. 
If  the  order  of  battle  were  altered  at  all  by  any  other 
officer  than  CJommodore  Perry,  it  must  have  been 
done  by  Captain  Elliott,  as  he,  being  second  in  com- 
mand, the  only  Captain  in  the  squadron  excepting 
Commodore  Perry,  and  commanding  a  ship  of  equd 
force  with  the  flag  ship,  was  the  only  officer  that 
would  venture  upon  such  an  expedient.  All  the 
other  commanders  then,  excepting  Captain  Elliott, 
must  have  obeyed  their  commander ;  and  if  the  sig- 
nal for  close  action  was  given,  as  Commodore  Perry 
says,  "  at  45  minutes  past  2,"  or  15  minutes  after 
"  Captain  Elliott  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel,  the 
Niagara,  gallantly  into  close  action,"  it  follows  that 
no  vessel,  excepting  the  Niagara,  was  in  close  action 
before  the  signal  was  given,  and  that  Captain  Elliott 
went  into  close  action  witljout  a  signal,  and  upon  his 
own  responsibility.  This  is  confirmed  by  Lieutenant 
Holdup  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Stevens,  for  he  there 
says  that  the  signal  for  close  action  was  given  by 
Commodore  Perry  after  boarding  the  Niagara. 

Thus  is  overthrown  the  main  position  of  Commo- 
dore Perry  !  Thus  is  refoted  the  broad  and  positive 
assertion  of  his  witnesses,  that  he  carried  his  vessel 
into  close  action,  wliile  Captain  Elliott  "  continued  to 
hug  the  windy  They  have  hugged  the  %innd^  or 
something  equally  unsubstantial,  by  continuing  to 
hug  such  a  groundless  delusion  1 

But  if  the  Lawrence  were  not  in  dose  action^  how 
came  she  so  shattered,  while  little  damage  compara- 
tively was  done  to  the  Niagara  ?  This  resulted  from 
two  causes,  the  long  guns  of  the  Detroit,  and  the  plan 
of  the  British  commander.  The  whole  armament  of 
the  Detroit  consisted  of  long  guns,  which  reached  the 
American  ships  long  before  the  carronades  of  the 
latter  could  reach  the  enemy.    The  plan  of  Commo- 
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dore  Barclay,  a  plan  which  evinced  his  nautical  skill, 
was  to  destroy  our  two  brifip  successively ;  by  which 
the  smaller  vessels  would  have  fallen  an  easy  prey. 
In  pursuance  of  this,  the  long  guns  of  his  squadron 
generally,  and  the  whole  armament  of  the  Detroit, 
were  directed  at  the  Lawrence ;  and  she  was  conse- 
quently  disabled  and  compelled  to  strike,  while  the 
Niagara  and  others  were  comparatively  uninjured. 
This  plan  was  the  best,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
could  be  adopted ;  for  though  the  British  Squadron 
contained  63  guns  and  the  American  only  54,  yet 
the  former  consisted  of  only  six  ships,  while  the  latter 
consisted  of  nine.  This  latter  circumstance  rendered 
the  American  squadron  superior  in  close  action ;  and 
its  carronades,  carrying  heavier  balls  than  the  British 
long  guns,  increased  this  superiority.  To  obtain  the 
weather  gage  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
Americans,  as  it  enabled  them  to  choose  a  short  dis- 
tance ;  and  to  keep  at  long  shot  was  equally  impor- 
tant to  the  British,  as  it  enabled  them  to  do  execution 
in  compstrative  safety.  Commodore  Perry,  perceiving 
that  while  his  carronades  did  not  reach,  the  British 
were  putting  their  balls  into  his  ship  with  a  sure  and 
steady  aim,  saw  that  his  only  chance  of  victory  was 
to  close  without  delay.  Commodore  Barclay,  doubt- 
less anticipating  his  plan,  began  to  fire  10  minutes 
sooner  than  he ;  and  afterwards  perceiving  that  he 
was  making  every  exertion  to  close,  and  with  the 
advantage  of  the  wind  would  soon  close,  saw  that  no 
time  was  to  be  lost,  and  therefore  directed  nearly  the 
whole  fire  of  the  squadron  upon  the  Lawrence,  hop- 
ing to  destroy  her  before  our  shot  could  reach,  and 
then  turn  his  whole  fire  upon  the  Nia^ra,  and  thus 
capture  the  whole.  Hence  the  Detroit  fired  wholly, 
and  the  Lady  Prevost  and  Hunter  principally,  upon 
the  Lawrence ;  and  hence  the  Queen  Charlotte,  after 
firing  a^Jew  guns  upon  the  Niagara,  pushed  ahead 
16* 
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and  fired  upon  the  Lawrence.  Hence  also  the  Bri- 
tish long  guns  were  directed  to  the  hull  of  the  Law- 
rence, and  the  carronades  of  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
insufficient  for  piercing  the  hull,  were  directed  to  the 
rigging  of  the  Niagara.  Commodore  Perry  believed 
this  ;  for  in  his  letter  to  Captain  Elliott  of  September 
18,  1813,  he  says,  "I  shall  ever  believe  it  a  preme- 
ditated plan  to  destroy  our  commanding  vessel." 
This  plan,  so  judicious  for  the  British  under  existing 
circumstances,  nearly  succeeded ;  for  the  flag  ship 
was  captured,  and  Commodore  Perry  went  on  board 
of  the  Niagara  in  despair. 

What  frustrated  this  plan  ?  Aye  !  What  saved 
three  fleets  and  "General  Harrison's  army,"  compelled 
the  whole  British  squadron  to  surrender,  and  General 
Proctor  to  retreat  from  Amherstburgh  for  want  of 
supplies  ?  The  skill,  the  courage,  the  constancy  of 
Captain  Elliott !  His  skill,  which  told  him  the  ne- 
cessity of  changing  Commodore  Perry's  order  of 
battle,  and  ordering  the  Caledonia  out  of  the  line ; 
his  courag^e,  which  led  him  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  a  measure  so  bold;  and  his  constancy, 
which  sustained  and  nerved  him  under  difficulties 
that  reduced  Commodore  Perry  to  despair.  Had  he 
continued  astern  of  the  Caledonia,  in  the  position  in- 
dicated by  Commodore  Perry,  the  Lawrence  would 
have  been  captured  first,  as  she  was ;  the  Caledonia 
next,  which  would  have  been  a  short  job ;  and  the 
Niagara  in  turn  would  have  received  the  whole  fire 
of  the  British,  and  been  captured  also.  After  this, 
the  fate  of  the  rest  was  certain.  But  Captain  Elliott, 
by  ordering  the  Caledonia  astern,  advancing  and 
pouring  a  heavy  fire  into  the  Detroit,  Queen"  Char- 
lotte and  Lady  Prevost,  while  they  were  firing  upon 
the  Lawrence,  greatly  injured  them  while  they  were 
disabling  her.  Commodore  Perry's  witnesses  com- 
fdain  that  he  passed  to  windward  of  the  Lawrence, 
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instead  of  passing  to  leeward  of  her,  and  thnsleft  her 
exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  British.  If  they  are 
sincere  in  this  complaint,  as  they  doubtless  are,  tkeu 
would  have  directed  Ac  Niagara  to  leeward  in  tins 
case.  Their  opinion  would  be  like  the  advice  of 
Parmenio,  who,  when  Darius  proposed  terms  much 
less  advantageous  than  Alexander  was  sure  of  ob- 
taining, said,  "  If  I  were  Alexander,  I  would  accept 
those  terms ;"  to  which  the  king  replied,  "  so  would 
I  if  I  were  Parmenio.''  Fortunately  for  the  nation. 
Captain  Elliott  differed  in  o|miion  from  the  witnesses 
of  Commodore  Perry.  He  once  thought  of  passing 
to  leeward  and  breaking  the  British  line ;  but  on 
consulting  with  Mr.  Magrath,  an  officer  of  great  cool- 
ness and  judgment,  he  came  to  the  just  conclusion 
that  such  a  movement  would  be  destructive.  Had  he 
done  so,  the  British  would  have  had  the  weather  gage 
of  him,  would  have  left  the  Lawrence,  then  much  crip- 
pled, and  the  Caledonia  of  only  3  guns,  poured  their 
whole  fire  upon  the  Niagara,  and  inevitably  destroyed 
or  captured  the  whole  squadron.  But  believing  the 
two  headmost  ships  to  be  much  crippled,  he  perceived 
that  the  only  chance  of  victory  was  for  him  to  keep 
the  weather  gage,  proceed  ahead  and  aid  the  Law- 
rence. When  he  saw  the  Lawrence  disabled,  he 
still  pursued  the  same  plan,  passed  still  ahead  on 
the  weather  ffage,  and  bore  down  upon  the  head- 
most ships  of  the  British  line.  At  this  critical  pe- 
riod. Commodore  Perry  boarded  the  Niagara  in  des- 
pair, exclaiming  in  the  bitterness  of  feeling  so  natural 
under  the  belief  of  defeat,  and  of  such  a  defeat,  "  The 
damned  gun-boats  have  ruined  me,  and  I  fear  they 
have  lost  me  the  day."  Poor  ^n  boats !  Is  the  pre- 
judice against  ye,  originating  m  hostility  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, never  to  wear  out?  "Are  ye  ever  to  be  a  by- 
word and  a  reproach,  and  the  scape  goat  for  every 
nautical  sin,  because  the  act  of  Congress  for  building 
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ye  was  recommended  by  one  of  the  great  apostles  of 
republicanism  1  Ye  were  unmercifully  ridiculed  ! 
And  so  were  dry  docks  !  Such  dry  docks  as  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  Charlestown.  But 
what  would  have  been  the  consequences,  had  Captain 
Elliott  participated  in  the  despair  of  Commodore 
Perry,  "  damned"  the  gun-boats  also,  and  assented  to 
the  remark  that  they  had  lost  him  the  day  1  The 
commander's  despair  would  have  been  deeper  still ; 
a  consultation  would  have  followed  about  stopping 
the  effusion  of  blood  and  saving  the  lives  of  so  majiy 
brave  men  from  unavailing  sacrifice  ;  the  "  Star 
Spangled  Ba^iner"  would  have  been  hauled  down 
from  the  Niagara,  and  from  every  other  ship ;  and 
the  country,  instead  of  rejoicing  in  a  glorious  victory, 
would  have  mourned  over  a  disastrous  defeat.  A 
Court  of  Inquiry  would  have  been  held,  and  every 
citizen  who  felt  for  the  honor  of  the  navy,  would 
have  made  the  most  of  the  sick  list,  the  number  of 
inefficient  seamen  on  board,  the  liglitness  of  the  wind, 
the  bursting  of  the  Ariel's  gun,  the  superiority  of  the 
British  in  number  and  length  of  guns,  and  every 
thing  else,  great  and  small,  that  could  be  tortured 
into  an  excuse  :  and  the  public  would  have  dismissed 
the  affair  with  the  consolotary  reflection  that  every 
thing  was  done  which  could  have  been  done,  to  save 
the  honor  of  the  flag. 

But  this  catastrophe  was  averted  solely,  solely  by 
the  constancy  and  fimmess  of  Captain  Elliott.  In- 
stead of  quailing  under  the  difficulties  of  the  moment, 
and  admitting  that  the  day  was  lost,  he  exclaimed 
with  resolution  which  "  the  noblest  Roman  of  them 
all"  might  have  envied,  and  to  which  Rome,  in  the 
best  dajs  of  her  republic,  would  have  erected  statues^ 
"No,  Sir  I  it  is  not  lost !  My  ship  is  now  in  a  judi- 
cious position !  Take  charge  of  my  battery,  and  I  will 
bring  them  up  and  save  it  P    AND  HE  HID  BRINGi 
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THEM  UP  AND  SAVE  IT  !  Then  he  displayed 
the  resources  of  a  fertile  and  enei|[etic  mind,  rising 
higher  and  growing  stronger  as  dimculties  multiplied. 
Then  he  evinced  thcU  self-possession,  that  control  of 
fiiculties,  which  enables  a  commander  to  avail  himself 
most  of  his  resources  when  they  are  most  wanted. 
He  suggested  the  expedient,  aye!  he  did  not  receive 
from  Commodore  Perry  the  order,  but  he  suggested 
to  him  the  expedient  of  bringing  up  the  small  vessels, 
while  the  fire  of  the  rest  was^continued ;  an  expedient 
to  which  Commodore  Perry  most  readily,  most  joy- 
fully assented,  and  which  he  mentioned  in  his  official 
report  in  the  ambiguous,  the  mysterious  phraseology 
of  an  anticipation  of  his  own  wishes.  He  would 
have  shown  as  much  candor  by  mentioning  himself 
as  assenting  to  a  project  of  Captain  Elliott,  and  not 
Captain  Elliott  as  anticipating  one  of  his  own.  -  He 
said  to  Commodore  Perry,  "  My  ship  is  now  in  a  ju- 
dicious position ;  take  charge  of  my  battery,  I  will 
bring  up  the  small  vessels,  and  victory  will  still  be 
ours."  He  then  got  into  the  very  boat  in  which  Com- 
modore Perry  had  just  come  from  the  Lawrence,  pro- 
ceeded along  the  line  to  the  Somers,  the  Porcupine, 
the  Tigress,  the  Trippe,  hailed  each  as  he  passed,  or- 
dering him  to  cease  firing,  to  get  out  his  sweeps  imme- 
diately, to  proceed  with  all  haste  to  the  head  of  the 
line,  then  leaving  the  small  vessels,  to  direct  all  his 
fire  upon  the  large  ships  of  the  enemy ;  for  they  being 
captured,  the  small  ones  would  fall  of  course.  He 
then  returned  to  and  boarded  the  Somers.  Here  the 
first  object  that  he  encountered  was  Sailing  Master 
Almey,  the  commander  of  that  vessel,  in  a  state  of 
helpless  intoxication ;  and  on  looking  down  the  hatch- 
way, he  perceived  a  bottle  upon  the  table.  With  a 
severe  reprimand,  he  instantly  ordered  Mr.  Almey 
below,  and  told  Mr.  Nichols,  the  second  officer,  to  take 
his  place;  and  then,  as  Mr.  Nichols  says,  << ordered 
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the  round  shot  to  be  drawn  from  the  guns,  to  be  re- 
placed by  grape  and  canister,"  and  for  the  puipose  of 
firing  at  close  quarters.  Mr.  Thomas  Holdup  Stevens 
confirms  this,  for  in  his  letter  to  Col.  Daniel  Stevens,* 
he  says,  "  the  smaller  vessels  got  out  all  sweeps  and 
made  sail." 

Mr.  Taylor  dwells  emphatically  upon  the  gallantry 
of  Commodore  Perry  in  going  from  the  Lawrence  to 
the  Niagara  in  an  open  tK:)at,  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
fire.  The  gallantry  of  the  act  is  admitted;  but  while 
Commodore  Perry  is  applauded  for  his  bravery  in 

g>ing  in  an  open  boat  about  thirty  yards,  why  should 
aptain  Elliott  be  accused  of  cowardice  for  going  in 
the  same  boat  more  than  ten  times  the  distance  ?  If, 
as  has  been  insinuated,  his  object  were  to  get  beyond 
the  reach  of  shot,  he  would  have  boarded  tne  Trippe, 
the  most  distant  of  the  small  vessels.  Instead  of  this, 
he  proceeds  to  and  ^ves  his  orders  to  the  Trippe,  re- 
turns along  nearly  the  whole  line  of  ^mall  vessels  and 
boards  the  Somers,  the  nearest  but  one  to  the  enemy ; 
thus  not  only  prolonging  his  exposure  in  the  open 
boat,  but  finally  boardmg  one  of  the  small  vessels  most 
exposed  to  danger.  Nor  is  this  all.  None  of  the 
small  vessels  were  beyond  the  reach  of  shot,  and  in 
passing  along  their  line  in  an  open  boat,  he  was  more 
exposed  to  danger  than  when  on  board  of  the  Niagara. 
Mr.  Taylor  intimates  that  Commodore  Perry,  in  an 
open  boat,  was  a  mark  for  the  enemy.  This  is  doubt- 
less true ;  for  as  every  commanding  oflScer  carries  a 
glass,  and  as  Commodore  Perry  wore  his  fatigiie  imi- 
form,  the  British  officers  could  not  avoid  seeing  the 
boat,  and  recognizing  him  for  an  officer;  and  taking 
for  granted  that  this  extraordinary  movement  had 
some  important  object,  they  would  be  particularly 
carefiil  to  frustrate  it  by  firing  upon  the  boat.  But 
this  is  equally  applicable  to  Captain  Elliott  in  the 
♦  Appendix  F, 
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Same  boat  He  too  wore  his  unifonn,  and  the  Britiflb 
officers,  seeing  with  the  naked  eye  a  boat  passing  along 
the  American  line,  would  instantly  consult  their  glass- 
es; and  perceiving  an  officer's  uniform,  would  either 
divine  the  object,  or  take  for  granted  that  some  object 
was.  in  view  which  they  ought  to  frustrate,  and  would 
therefore  order  a  fire  upon  the  boat.  This  was  done ! 
The  enemy  did  fire  upon  the  boat !  Before  Captain 
Elliott  reached  the  lower  extremity  of  the  line,  he 
was  completely  drenched  with  water  thrown  upon 
him  by  the  balls  which  struck  around  the  boat ;  and 
though  he  left  the  Niagara  with  six  oars,  he  got  back 
to  the  Somers  with  three,  the  others  having  been 
knocked  out  of  the  hands  of  the  boat's  crew  by  the 
enemy's  shot.  Besides,  his  breatli  was  frequentiy  ta- 
ken away  by  the  near  passage  of  balls.  This  effect 
of  cannon  balls  is  familiar  to  military  men ;  the  ball, 
in  driving  the  air  before  it  as  it  passes,  producing  a 
vacuum  behind  it,  into  which  the  surrounding  air 
rushes,  creating  a  momentary  vacuum  in  the  lungs, 
and  consequently  a  momentary  suspension  in  the  res* 
piration,  of  those  very  near.  Thus  did  Captain  El- 
liott, upon  his  own  responsibility,  without  waiting  for 
directions  from  Commodore  Perry,  change  the  order 
of  battle,  and  by  an  entirely  new  arrangement,  GAIN 
THE  VICTORY  OF  LAKE  ERIE !  Commodore 
Perry's  arrangement  was  for  each  ship  to  engage  a 
ship  of  the  enemy,  the  Lawrence  leading  the  van  and 
the  Caledonia  folk>wing  next.  Captain  Elliott  altered 
this  plan  by  first  taking  the  place  of  the  Caledonia, 
and  then  peissing  to  the  head  of  the  Une.  After  Com- 
modore Perry  boarded  the  Niagara,  he  made  the  sig- 
nal for  close  action,  or  rather  closer  action^  meaning 
that  each  ship  should  close  with  Ub  opponent  as  al- 
ready prescribed  before  the  battle.  Captain  Elliott 
ahered  this  arrangem^t,  by  ordering  the  small 
sds  to  tease  firing  upon  the  small  vessels  of  tfie  < 
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my,  to  proceed  directly  to  the  head  of  the  line,  md 
fire  exclusively  upon  the  large  ships. 

It  is  now  proper  to  mention  Mr.  Magrath,  who,  as 
Commodore  Perry  says  in  his  official  report,  "had 
been  despatched  in  a  boat  on  service  previous  to  my 
^tting  on  board  the  Niagara."  Captain  Elliott,  hav- 
mg  fired  away  a  large  portion  of  his  shot,  sent  Mr. 
Magrath  in  a  boat  to  the  Lawrence  for  more  ;  that 
vessel  being  disabled,  and  having  no  use  for  what 
shot  remained.  Mr.  Magrath  executed  this  conmiis- 
sion  with  the  utmost  despatch,  and  in  returning  to 
the  Niagara  with  his  boat  load  of  shot,  pickecC  up 
Commcdore  Perry's  motto  flag !  It  is  not  to  he  sup- 
posed that  Captain  Elliott  went  into  the  battle  with* 
out  shot ;  and  as  his  carronades  were  of  much  larger 
calibre  than  his  two  long  guns,  he  must  have  had 
sizes  proper  for  each.  If  then  he  exhausted  his  sup- 
ply of  shot  before  Commodore  Perry  boarded  the  Ni- 
agara, he  must  have  fired  something  more  than  his 
long  guns,  unless  the  shot  of  a  32  pound  carronade 
can  be'  fired  frcmi  a  long  12 ;  and  even  admitting^  ikisj 
he  must  have  fired  his  two  long  12's  very  rapidly,  to 
exhaust  a  provision  of  shot  intended  for  eighteen  32 
pound  carronades.  This  single  &ct  of  Captain  Elli- 
ott's having  sent  Mr.  Magrath  to  the  Lawrence  for 
shot,  completely  refutes  all  that  is  said  by  Conmiodore 
Perry's  witnesses  about  his  keeping  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  enemy.  The  Niagara  musthave  had 
a 'Supply  of  shot  equal  to  that  of  the  Lawrence ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  Commodore  Perry  would 
be  so  negli^nt  of  his  duty  as  commander,  as  to  leave 
any  one  of  the  ships  insufliciently  equipped  with  any 
thing  that  could  be  obtained ;  and  it  has  never  been 
suggested  that  tl)^  supply  of  shot  was  insufficient  for 
Ihe  jteet  Neither  could  Captain  Elliott,  nor  any  of* 
of  the  Niagara,  have  any  motive  or  object  ia 
lo  die  oommander  a  &be  return  of  her  pro- 
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¥psUm  ,<^  sbot.    Either  then  Mr.  Magrath  was  not 
fl^t^w  wy  ^rvice,  or  was  not  sent  for  shotj  or  m^ 
.«^^pply  of  ^e  N^Lagara  was  not  exhausted,  or  the  gnnfi 
of  that  ship  were  fired  more  frequently  than  ^hose  cf 
fee  J[4a;sx7;€(nc|e.    'JThat  Mr.  Magrath  was  sent  ip  a 
boat  for  apmetji^g,  is  admitted  by  Commodore  Perry 
m  his  offixsial  report    The  object  of  his  mission  u 
not  sta^d  in  this  report,  which,  as  before  said,  w^ 
due  tp  Mr.  Magrath.     The  explanation  of  Oaptaip 
IBlUott  is  Ihere^re  to  be  received,  in  the  absence  pf 
Btuy  pther ;  which  is  that  JSi.  Magr9.th  was  sent  to  the 
Xjawprence  for  more  shot.    1lVhy  should  this  be  donis, 
uj^less  the  supply  of  the  Niagara  were  foiling?    It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  in  an  engagei^aent  \)^mere  tb6 
services  of  every  officer  and  man  were  required,  Cap- 
tain Elliott  wowd  despatch  a  brave  and  efficient  offi-  ' 
cer  and  a  boat's  crew  upon  a  mission  entirely  useless; 
for  this  would  be  a  species  of  trifling  with  valuable 
lives,  for  which,  as  he  well  knew,  he  would  be  called 
to  account  before  a  court  martial.    The  supply  of 
the  Niagara  must  then  have  been  failing;  which 
proves,  not  only  that  Captain  Elliott  did  all  mat  could 
have  Wn  done  in  firing  the  guns  of  the  Niagara,  but 
that  he  fired  more  than  Comniodore  Perry  dfd  in  the 
Lawrence.     This  difference,  while  it  thorougjily  vin- 
dicates Captain  Elliott  jfrom  the  charge  of  inactivity, 
icaQ  be  exfdained  without  disparagement  to  Corn- 
IQodore  Perry.    As  before  said,  m  pursuance  of  Coni- 
modore  Barclay's  plan,  the  JL.awrence  was  disabled 
mhih  fb^  Niagara  w^  comparatively  fiesh.    In  thp 
progress  of  this  jBre  of  nearly  jthe  whole  British  forc^ 
upon  the  Lawr^ice,  gun  after  rniii  wad>  diismounted ; 
and  according  to  Mr.  Taylor,  me  action  was  contin- 
ued by  the  Lawrence  "  till  only  one  ffun  could  be  fired, 
at  which  Captain  Perry  assisted  himself;"  and  ac- 
cording to  Commodore  Perry's  «fficial  report,  "  till 
every  gun  was  rendered  useless."    Thus  the  guns 
17 
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of  the  Lawrence  being  successively  dismounted,  while 
those  of  the  Niagara  were  in  active  operation,  the 
former  might  have  discharged  but  few  shot,  while  the 
latter  almost  exhausted  her  magazine. 

In  returning  to  the  Niagara  with  his  boat  load  of 
ahot,  Mr.  Magrath  picked  up  the  "  motto  fla^. "  He 
was  despatched  to  the  Lawrence  about  the  tune  that 
she  droi^)ed  out  of  the  line  ;  for  the  fact  of  her  being 
disabled  from  firing  suggested  to  Captain  Elliott  the 
idea  of  sending  to  her  for  the  shot  which  she  could 
no  longer  use.  At  the  same  time  Commodore  Perry 
left  her  to  board  the  Niagara ;  and  the  boats  of  the 
two,  proceeding  to  their  respective  destinations  in  the 
thotteai-  Hne  of  direction,  probably  passed  very  near 
each  other.  According  to  Lieutenant  Thomas  Hold- 
up, Commodore  Perry  left  the  Lawrence  "  with  gal- 
lant Lawrence's  motto  of  '  Dont  give  up  the  ship^ 
under  his  arm."  If  he  should  throw  it  overboard  on 
his  way  to  the  Niagara,  it  would  naturally  float  some 
where  near  the  course  of  Mr.  Magrath  in  his  passage 
to  or  return  from  the  Lawrence,  and  the  probabilities 
would  be  in  fevor  of  his  finding  it.  He  did  find  it, 
and  carried  it  on  board  the  Nia^ra.  Commodore 
Perry  saw  it  there  after  the  battle,  inquired  how  it 
came  there,  and  was  told  how  by  Mr.  Magrath.  He 
then  proposed  to  hoist  it  upon  the  Niagara,  but  aban- 
doned the  project  upon  Captain  Elliott's  suggestion 
tptbe  contrary.  It  may  well  be  supposed  that  Cap- 
tain EUiott  was  not  very  desirous  of  having  a  flag 
hoisted  on  his  ship,  which  had  been  hauled  down 
from  a  ship  that  held  been  given  up. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 


Osnaes  of  ihe  dlipate  between  Ckmunodore  Ferry  and  OtpCaia  BUott. 

It  being  proved,  and  doubtless  to  the  satisfiiction 
of  every  candid  reader,  that  Captain  Elliott,  instead 
of  misbehaving,  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  gaining 
the  victory  of  Lake  Erie,  the  origin  and  motives  of 
this  attack  upon  him  should  now  be  explained.  That 
Commodore  Perry  was  not  always  hostile  to  him,  is 
proved,  not  only  by  the  official  report,  but  likewise  by 
a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Commodore  Chauncey 
shortly  before  the  battle.  Captain  Elliott  was  then 
upon  Lake  Ontario,  second  in  command  to  Commo- 
dore Chauncey,  and  held  a  high  reputation  upon  the  * 
Lakes  for  resolution  and  energy.  His  capture  of  the 
Caledonia  and  destruction  of  the  Detroit  about  a  year 
before,  was  regarded  as  a  signal  instance  of  intrepidi- 
ty, judgment,  perseverance  and  activity ;  and  no  offi- 
cer upon  the  Lake  more  fully  accorded  to  him  these 
qualities,  than  Commodore  Perry. 

So  fully  impressed  was  he  with  the  belief  that  Cap- 
tain Elliott  was  the  very  man  for  his  purpose,  that  he 
wrote  to  Commodore  Chauncey,  "  send  me  Captain 
Elliott  and  one  hundred  men,  and  I  will  engage  to 
beat  the  British."  Captain  Elliott  must  then  have 
earned,  in  some  way,  a  high  reputation  for  skill  and 
courage,  to  inspire  such  hopes  in  Commodore  Perry ; 
for  though  cowards  may  pass  unsuspected  because 
they  have  never  been  tried,  they  have  never  yet  been 
known  to  acquire  a  character  for  extraordinary  gal- 


lantry.  This  quality  must  have  some  other  founda- 
tion than  mere  supposition.  It  must  be  founded  up- 
on fact;  and  whoever  would  gain  a  reputation  for 
heroism,  must  do  something  to  deserve  it.  He  must 
do  something  more  than  merely  (abstaining  from  cow- 
ardice. What  Capjbpiin  Eltiott^  had  done,  has  already 
been  mentioned.  When  this  request  of  Commodore 
Perry  was  communicated  to  him,  he  consented  to  go, 
upon  eoftditioii:  of  returmng  to  Lake  CNoLtiurio  imme- 
diately after  that  victory  should  be  achieved,  of  which 
CfommbdfcMpe  Pisrry'  seen^  so  confident.  Something 
wttraoMirta'ry  must  haveoccurr^  afden^ards,  tb  turn 
afl'  tlii^  ikiilk  of  gbod  will  into  ^11,  t6  concert  i^espect 
and  friendship  into  the  rtucM  viblenlf  attd  ahi^elenting 
hatred.  Thfe  eaiiiSe  iiS  not  beyond  reach,  and  shows 
how  1^1^!^  a  ih&tter  may  kihcQe  a  great  fire.  So6n 
after  die  Wrttle,  the  dubject  6f  PRIZE  MONEY  wto 
started  aimohg*  tihe  officers ;  for  these  gallant  M6ws, 
ii  a  voc^ioh*  whtere'  caAtton  biills  are  mor^  plentifiil 
than  dbilats,  iJ^^hetfe  deatti-  or  mayhem  is  a  harvest 
more  Cdtomon  than  wealth,  where  an  anhual  stipend 
of  a  few' hundreds,  is  not  an  exorbitant  compensation 
for  long  days  of  hard  labor,  long  nights  of  weary 
watching,  for  exposure  tb  Kghtiiing  and  tempest  and 
pesdletlte'  and  me  aiid  s^eel,  n^y  be  allowed  to  exuk 
over  a  ixKndfkll  as  well  as  those  who  earn  their  thou- 
sands more  easily.  They  doubtless  rejoicied  in  the 
thought  that  besides  the  rich  hairvest  of  feme  and 
public  applause  which  they  had  reaped  with  their 
swords,  they  should  ittftise  a  little  nibre  vitality  into^ 
iheif  not  tbo  plethoric  purses.  In  the  discussdbn^  and- 
rfeirtarks  so  natiital  upon  t!iis  subject,  a:  questitm  was 
rliised  about  the  claim  of  the  officei^of  me  Lsiwreneo 
to  participate  in  the  golden  harvest.  Some  one  sag-- 
^Sted  that  a^  they  hfeid  surrendered  theii*  sfti]^;  they 
cbiild  not  be  reckoned  atnbrtg  the  victors.  It  was 
furtiier  suggested^  that  not  on^  was  their  vesisel  cap- 
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tured  by  the  enemy,  but  recaptured  by  the  rest  of  the 
squadron ;  and  consequently  that  not  only  were  they 
to  be  excluded  from  any  share  in  the  prize  money  due 
for  capturing  the  British  squadron,  hut  also  that  the 
captors  were  entitled  to  prize  money  for  recapturin^j^ 
the  Lawrence.  These  discussi(ms  excited  much  irri- 
tation ;  for  among  men  sensitive  upon  the  subject  of 
,  military  honor,  they  were  well  fitted  to  produce  heart- 
burnings and  jealousies.  The  officers  of  the  Law- 
rence were  smarting  under  the  reflection  of  having 
surrendered  their  ship  to  an  enemy,  who  was  com- 
pletely beaten  by  their  brethren  of  the  fleet  a  few 
minutes  afterwards.  The  officers  of  the  Niagara, 
contending  that  after  the  surrender  of  the  Lawrence, 
their  ship  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  and  their  com- 
mander, by  new  manoeuvres  and  new  arrangements, 
turned  the  fortune  of  the  day,  were  incensed  at  the 
claim  of  the  officers  of  the  Lawrence  to  participate 
in  spoils  which  they  had  not  won.  An  angry  contro- 
versy was  the  consequence.  Captain  Elliott  then  in- 
terposed, and  earnestly  enjoined  upon  his  officers  to 
abandon  such  clainvsaying  there  was  dory  and  prize 
money  enough  for  the  whole  fleet,  and  that  it  would 
be  discreditable  both  to  the  Navy  and  the  country,  for 
the  officers  to  quarrel  about  the  spoils  so  soon  as  they 
were  won.  Commodore  Perry  likewise  exerted  him- 
self to  restore  harmony ;  and  by  their  united  efforts, 
the  dispute  about  prize  money  was  ended.  It  was  in 
the  course  of  his  efibrts  to  allay  this  dispute,  that 
Captain  Elliott  made  the  remarks  to  Mr.  Champlin 
which  the  latter  has  mentioned  in  his  affidavit,  but 
the  spirit  and  meaning  of  which,  afl»r  a  lapse  of  five 
years,  he  seems  to  have  forgotten.  He  makes  Cap- 
tain Elliott  positively  assert  that  the  officers  of  the 
Lawrence  were  not  entitled  to  prize  money,  while  in 
&ct,  he  stated  this  as  a  claim  made  by  the  officers  of 
the  Niagara,  and  firom  which  he  dissuaded  them.  An 
17* 
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e^Iah^tibn  of  this  wad  promkied  in-  the  commixM^ 
npbti'Mlt.  Chattii^to^s^^  testimony. 

Bat  thoQgti  the  dispute  about  prisoe  money  wa5 
alEyedV  the  discussions  about  the  various  inddentd 
of-  the  battle,  and  the  respective  merits  of  the  officers, 
werig  not  so  easily  preventied.  The  battle  was  fought 
over  again^  every  circumstance  of  it  was  freely  can- 
vassed, and  the  claims  of  the  two  Captains  minutely 
compared.  The  idarm  of  Captain  Perry  was  then 
excited;  for  though  in  a  moment  of  spontaneous 
feclijig,  he  had  said  to  Captain  Elliott  as  lie  return^ 
from  the  Soraers,  ^^  I  owe  this  to  you/'  yet  upon  snb- 
seqtient  reflection,  he  became  apprehensive  that  the 
pubhc  wonld  respond  affirmatively  to  this  declaration. 
He  feared  that  the  country  would  ascribe  the  victory 
to  Captain  Elliott,  and  conseqnently  would  censure 
himself  for  having  nearly  lost  it.  He  was  conscious 
of  having  been  rescued  from  erabarrassintr difficulties 
by  the  skill  and  energy  of  the  second  in  command; 
and  hke  most  men  who  are  very  solicitous  of  ap- 
plause, and  yet  feel  iha^  they  have  done  less  to  do- 
s6ive  it  than  othiers,  he  was  elEtremely  jealous  of 
jmblic  opinion.  He  therefore  wrote  an  official  re- 
port, iii  whidh;  while  he  mentioned  some  of  the  prin- 
cip^V  eteti%  and  awarded  to  Captain  Elliott  a  high 
degree  of  iiMefinite  praise,  He  seems  to  have  avoicfed 
&'  clear  and  distinct  description  of  the  battle.  The 
a^onnt  is  certainly  very  confhsed  and  perplesed, 
alid  no  careful  reader  could  derive  from  it  any  very 
cffi^tinct  idea^  of  wHat  actually  ck5Curred.  He  had 
then  lib  d^re  tb'dbtt^ct  from  the  merit  of  Captain 
B!Ii6tt.  On  the  contrary,  he  wished  for  that  officer 
a-ftU  irftare  of  honor  as  \9ec<mc{  in  comtnand,  but  at 
th^  same  time,  desired  a  frill  share  for  himself  as 
yst)  He  of  course  wished  that  the  public,  in  rectir- 
fttPtM  victory  of  Lake  firie,  should  recur  to  him^ 
aitf'tll^  mbst  c(ms^cttMs  p^rsoii^  in  it.    He 
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lAthervkan  tim^;  ihcreaising  jeftlkiisi^aifldng' thtf* 
otfceris  led'Wtfie  circiilatioh  mk)ii  tlte  frbntifer,  of  ris- 
iferts'  itijiiribiis'to  the  fittnc  of  Captain  ESliott.  These 
Weit'  donbtless  the  repdrts^  to  which  Mr.  Tidtafer 
allddei^aS  current  in  General  Harrisorfs  dtmy,  and 
\Wiich  were  carried  there  by  the  enemies  bf  Captain 
Elliott.  According  to  the  NaVal  Monument,  page  93, 
Boston  edition,  of  1816,  these  reports  were  invented 
by  "an  oflBicer  on  board  thei  Lawrence,  and  a  volnn- 
tiBer  on'  board  the  same  vessel."  The  offi(Jers'  of  th^' 
Lat^rerice  who  survived  the  battle,  were  Messrs.* 
Yamall,  Forrest,  Parsons,  Taylor,  Hambleton,  Breese, 
(Slaxton,  and  Swartwout.  If  the  statement  in  thd- 
Naval  Monument  be  correct,  the  honor  of  this  in- 
veiition  would  seem  to  belong  to  sditi^  one  of  these 
officers,  and  each  of  the  survivors  anK)ng  them  can 
tell  how  far  he  was  concerned.  If  there  were  ahy 
other  officers  on  bdattt-of  the  Lawrence,  their  names 
atie  not  now  recoUd^ted.  Being  informed  at  these 
reports.  Captain  Elliott  promptly  and  confidently  ap- 
pe«iled^  to  Commodore  Perry  for  a  contradiction  of 
diem,  as  already  mentioiled,  and  rfecieived  in  reply, 
the  explicit  and  decisive  letter  of  September  1^  1813; 
for  Commodore  Perry,  whoite  miiid  had  hot  tHen 
been  poisoned  by  fabrications,  Wli6  h^d  not  then 
been  seduced  into  the  belief  that  Captaiti  EQidtt  could 
be  guilty  of  felse  or  perfidious  conduct,  wtts  indig- 
nant at  any  attempt  to  wrest  from  himhis^^ll^earhra* 
laurels. 

But  the  officers  of  the  NiagfetaJ  though  dissuaded 
fh)m  their  claim  about  pHze-mon&jf,  were'  not  so 
etoily*  disposed  to  surrender  the  ckin^  of' theit'com^ 
nfttfttdey  td  the  largest  n&to&tlte  ct  applati^^.  Thef 
weie  dissatisfied  with  thd  official  refport,'  ftf  they 
tti6t^ht  that  il  did  not  do  ju^ice  td  Cat^taid  EUvm; 
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and  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  own  feelings 
upon  the  subject,  they  addressed  to  him  the  letter  of 
September  19,  1813.  In  the  mean  time  the  official 
report  had  been  despatched,  and  letters  from  ihe  offi- 
cers of  the  different  ships,  containing  accounts  of  the 
battle,  were  sent  about  the  country  to  their  respective 
friends.  As  disputes  had  already  occurred,  and  pre- 
judices had  already  been  excited,  the  accounts  in 
some  of  these  letters  very  naturally  derived  a  coloring 
from  the  prejudices  and  prepossessions  of  the  authors; 
and  each  of  the  two  Captains  was  represented  by  his 
partisans  as  the  hero  of  die  day.  Some  of  these  ac- 
counts, awarding  to  Commodore  Perry  the  chief  me- 
rit of  gaining  the  victory,  or  accoimts  founded  upon 
them,  were  published  in  some  of  the  newspapers,  and 
were  not  a  little  corroborated  by  the  official  report, 
published  throughout  the  country  about  the  same 
time.  These. partial  statements,  travelling  back  to 
Lake  Erie,  very  naturally  excited  the  resentment  of 
Captain  Elliott's  officers,  who  inferred  from  them  that 
their  commander  might  have  suffered  in  reputation, 
or  did  not  receive  due  praise  at  Head  Quarters.  Un- 
der these  feelings  they  addressed  a  special  communi- 
cation to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  their  letter  of 
October  13,  1813. 

The  officers  of  the  Lawrence  being  apprised  of  this 
communication,  the  divisions  in  the  fleet  became  more 
violent  than  ever.  Two  distinct  parties  were  now 
formed,  and  upon  the  comparative  servicea  in  the 
battle,  of  the  officers  of  the  two  large  ships;  those  of 
the  Lawrence  awarding  the  palm  to  Commodore 
Perry,  and  those  of  the  Niagara  to  Captain  EUiott. 
Each  party  felt  the  necessity  of  giving  a  reason  for 
its  fidth.  With  the  partizans  of  Captain  Elliott,  this 
was  not  very  difficult,  his  proceedings  having  been 
manifest  to  the  whole  fleet.  With  the  others  it  was 
somewhat  more  embarrassing,  they  having  '^  given  up 
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thi'sMpP  Trti^  officer^  of  th6  Lawrence,  coAtliriiatty' 
brbbding  over  the  angry  feeling  already  kihdled,  abd 
bptn  astoniished  and  mortified  by  the  reflection  of  ha- 
ving Surrendered  their  vessel,  and  of  its  b^in^  after- 
ward^ recovered',  chiefly  by  the  effoits  of  the  Niiagara, 
felt  tfiat  their'  fiiends  and  the  public  would  reqtiire  an 
explanation  of  this  capture  and  jhecaptufe.  "  Why 
did  yoii  surrender  vour  ship?  Why  did  yoti  not, 
after  you  were  crippled,  merely  drop  astern  and  keep 
your  colors  flying?  The  Niagara  was  theii*  ahead  of 
you,  firinff  With  tremendous  effect  upon  the  heavy 
ships  of  the  British  squadron.  At  the  Very  moment 
when  she  pas^  you,  the  Detroit'  was  lowering  her 
boJELts  to  talce  pd'ssession  of  you,  and  the  first  btoadside 
firom  the  Nia^ra  after  this,  put  an  ehd  to  that  Project, 
A  few  short  moments  more,  and  your  flag  would  have 
b6en  saved !  Your  sliip  was  not  sinking,  for  she  did 
not  ffet  into  harbor  till  ne3tt  day.  If  no  oth^^r  cohsi- 
denSion  could  induce  you  to  hold  out,  you  should 
have  thought  of  tfee  effect  whic6  your  surrender  mi^ht 
have  upon  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  Youi'  ship  earned 
more  than  one  third  of  its  guns,  and  constituted  neaWy' 
ofie  half  of  lis  effective  force.  iTh^'  dfficei^  dftd  men 
of  the  four  small  vessels  astern,  and  of  the  two  ahead, 
thus  seeing  nearly  one  half  of  the  Ibfce  surrendered, 
might  have  been  disheartened,  and  hauled  down  theii^ 
fliaSs,  Those  of  the  Caledonia  and  Niagara,  thtls 
finding  themselves  alone,  might  have  thotight  the  day 
was  inevitably  lost,  and  that  nothing,  was  feft  to  tlifem 
but  to  surrender  likewise.  Thiis  your  surf^rider 
might  have  produced  a  panic  that  would  have  caiibed 
the  loss  of  the  whole  fleet.  Diaty  to  your  couhtry 
therefore  required  that  you  should  display  your  fls^ 
to  the  last  moment,  and  even  to  sink  with  it  flying,^ 
rather  than  set  an  example  that  might  have  resulted' 
so  disastrously.  Why  did  you  not  hold  out  a  few 
moments  longer?"    Language  lUce  this  began  to  ad- 
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dress  itself  to  their  imaginations ;  and  though  con- 
scious of  having  fought  while  a  gun  was  left,  they 
felt  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  satisfy  the  public 
that  they  were  not  in  fault  for  surrendering.  They 
thought  that  the  public  would  say,  "there  was  &ult 
somewhere,"  and  that  unless  they  could  show  it  to 
be  elsewhere,  it  would  be  imputed  to  themselves. 
They  recollected  that  for  a  time,  they  received  most 
of  the  enemy's  fire ;  and  either  overlooking  or  not 
comprehending  the  plan  of  Commodore  Barclay  to 
destroy  or  cripple  the  two  heavy  ships  in  succession, 
they  could  not  conceive  how  they  should  be  the  only 
mark  for  the  enemy,  if  the  other  ships  were  near 
enough  to  be  reached.  The  gun  boats,  they  well 
knew,  were  prevented  from  getting  up;  and  if  the 
Nia^ra  should  also  be  distant,  the  cause  of  their  sus- 
tainmff  the  whole  fire  of  the  British,  and  of  being 
obliged  to  yield  to  it,  was  manifest,  and  a  satisfactory 
explanation  was  furnished. 

The  hypothesis  being  clear,  the  next  step  was  to 
prove  it.  Men  sometimes  readily  believe  what  they 
wish,  and  are  too  apt  to  wish  ill  towards  those  whom 
they  dislike.  Captain  Elliott  was  no  favorite  among 
the  officers  of  the  Lawrence.  Mr.  Nichols  says  that 
many  of  the  officers  on  Lake  Erie  were  his  enemies, 
and  from  a  belief  that  he  was  too  severe  as  a  disci* 
plinarian.  That  he  was  strict,  not  only  in  jperforming- 
his  own  duty,  but  in  requiring  others  to  perform  theirs, 
is  true ;  for  he  has  ever  been  zealous  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  Navy.  That  many  of  the  officers  were 
highly  dissatisfied  with  him  on  this  account,  is  highly 
probable ;  for  they  were  mostly  young  men,  and  younff 
military  men  are  generally  impatient  of  restraint,  and 
less  disposed  to  admit  its  utihty  than  those  whose 
judgment  is  maturer.  This  state  of  feeling  was  a  fit 
preparation  for  the  sentiments  that  were  afterwards 
excited  among  the  officers  of  the  Lawrence.    Believ- 
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ing  that  the  country  would  censure  somebody  for  the 
capture  of  their  ship,  unconscious  of  any  want  of 
courage  ot  effort  in  themselves  while  their  ship  was 
enga^d,  and  disliking  Captain  EUiott,  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  on  nis  shoulders  would  the  censure 
rightly  ML  With  prejudices  strongly  excited  against 
him,  tfiey  continued  to  view  his  whole  character  and 
<x»nduct  through  the  discolored  medium  of  such  pre- 
judices, until  they  actually  believed  that  their  own 
ship  was  captured  because  the  Niagara  rendered  them 
no  assistance,  and  that  until  Commodore  Perry  board- 
ed her,  she  was  actually  kept  aloof  from  the  battle. 
A  reason  for  this  was  the  next  point  necessary,  and 
no  other  could  be  imagined  that  involved  any  mis- 
conduct, excepting  the  cowardice  of  her  commander^ 
or  his  treacherous  desire  to  sacrifice  the  Lawrence, 
and  then  gain  the  victory  with  his  own  ship.  Men 
oftentimes  dwell  upon  and  repeat  the  creations  of  their 
own  fancies,  until  they  come  to  believe  them  as  mat- 
ters of  fact.  They  therefore  thought  that  the  Niagara 
was  not  in  dose  action,  nor  engaged  at  all,  excepting 
at  long  shot,  until  boarded  by  Commodore  Perry ;  that 
this  was  owing  to  the  misconduct  of  Captain  Elliott, 
and  that  this  misconduct  was  proved  by  the  fact  that 
the  Niagara  was  not  in  close  action ;  and  that  thus 
was  fiimished  a  satisfactory  excuse  for  the  capture  of 
the  Lawrence  1  Here  then  was  the  hjrpoihesis,  wid 
here  was  the  proof. 

The  mind  of  Commodore  Perry,  hitherto  free  from 
suspicion  against  Commodore  Elliott,  was  now  in  a  ^ 
fit  state  to  be  perverted.  As  before  said,  he  was 
alarmed  for  his  reputation  cis  the  hero  of  Lake  Erie. 
These  discussions  among  the  officers  mij^ht  spread 
through  the  country,  and  lead  to  discussions  in  the 
ne wspap<irs.  Facts  would  be  stated,  arguments  would 
be  urged,  and  conclusions  be  drawn";  and  a  voice 
within  told  him  that  while  fiill  criedit  would  be  award- 
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ed  to  him  for  gallantry  and  patriotism,  yet  the  p^^ 
for  iudgaxeai  and  fertility  of  resource  was  due  ie 
^Gaptfin  EUiott.  The  consequence  .would  he  a  divir 
sion  of  the  glory  hetween  the  two  Captains^-and  fqsor 
Uy  an  eclipse  of  the  &Gst  by  the  second.  To  prevoot 
this  without  robbing  the  second,  was  of  vital  impoirt- 
ance  to  the  first,  and  any  measure  of  prevention,  to 
be  effectual,  must  be  ^)eedily  i4)plied.  An  artist  was 
dien  emfdoyed  to  make  and  engrave  the  two  draw- 
ings of  the  batde  which  have  ahready  been  mentioned, 
and  whi<^  were  published  in  the  Naval  Monument 
These  en^vings  circulated  extensively,  and  w&ce  to 
be  found  m  almost  every  tavern  and  barber's  shop 
in  the  Union.  About  the  same  time,  Lieutenant  For- 
rest went  to  Wa^ngton  with  despiOches  for  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  from  Commodore  Perry,  and 
carried  with  him  the  <<  Motto  Flag,"  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Navy  Department,  and  this  circumstance  was 
fitted  to  aid  the  belief  which  the  drawings  tended  to 
pr(q>agate,  that  the  merit  of  the  victory  was  chiefly 
due  to  him.  About  the  last  of  October,  1813,  Commo- 
dore Perry  left  the  Lake  for  Washington,  and  passed 
jihrough  Newport  on  his  way.  His  suit  in  this  jour- 
ney, according  to  the  Naval  Monument,  consisted  of 
his  brother,  Lieutenant  Perry,  and  the  four  sailors 
who  rowed  him  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  Niagara. 
This  httle  incident  also  tended  to^  the  public  j?aze 
upon  him  as  the  hero  of  Lake  Erie.  Next  appeared  his 
portrait,  enveloped  in  this  ^^  motto  flag,''  which  tended 
additionally  to  connect  him  with  the  victory,  in  the 
public  mind,  as  the  principal  actor.  While  all  the»^ 
mcidente  were  ocourring,  perhs^  by  accident,  and 
nrbile  tfic^  litde  sceneis  were  acting,  periiaps  with 
iio  design,  but  cerlainly  wi&  a  tendency  to  entrap 
the  pubup  apnlause,  and  the  puUic  admowl^dgm^at 
that  Commoilore  Perry  was  the  hero  of  Lake  EriSj 
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where  was  Captain  Elliott  ?    He  was  on  the  Lake, 
doing  duty  as  commander  of  the  fleet. 

A  few  weeks  after  Commodore  Perry's  arrival 
in  Washington,  appeared  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  requesting  the  President  to  cause  gold 
medals  to  be  struck  and  presented  to  Captains  Perry 
and  Elliott.  This  report  and  this  resolution  were 
decisive  with  Commodore  Perry!  They  are  co- 
eval with  a  spirit  of  hostility  against  Captain  Elliott 
which  pursued  him  through  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  continually  gaining  stren^h  as  it  grew  older. 
This  resolution  was  the  only  Instance  then  on  re- 
cord in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare,  in  which  equal 
honors  were  "decreed  by  a  government  to  the  Jirst 
and  second  in  command,  and 

Hinc  iliae  lachrimae  I 

"  These  honors,"  thought  the  commander,  "  cannot 
bear  division."  As  was  before  said,  this  act  of  the 
Government  was  intended  for  the  protection  of  Cap- 
tain Elliott.  They  were  fiiUy  apprised  of  what  had 
occurred  on  the  frontier,  both  during  and  after  the 
battle,  saw  distinctly  the  object  and  tendency  of  Com- 
modore Perrjr^s  movements,  had  received  Captain 
Elliott's  request  for  an  investigation,  and  being  con- 
vinced that  soincthin^  was  due  to  him,  preferred  as 
a  method  of  a«^arding  it,  a  complimentary  resolution 
to  a  Court  oi  Inquiry.  The  jealousy  of  Commodore 
Perry  being  now  roused,  efforts  were  not  wanting  Co 
6educ«3  him  into  a  belief  of  Captain  Elliott's  allied 
xniscondnct.  The  officers  of  the  Lawrence  were 
mostly  from  the  native  State,  and  even  the  native 
town  of  Commodore  Peny ;  and  his  mind  being  now 
in  a  condition  to  imbibe  prejudices,  it  would  receive 
them  more  readily  from  his  fellow  townsmen  than 
18 


206  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

from  any  other  persons.  These  officers  had  long 
since  got  to  believe,  and  to  repeat  as  matters  of  fact, 
the  suggestions  of  their  own  fancy  ;  and  Commodore 
Perry,  in  his  existing  state  of  feeling  against  Captain 
Elliott,  needed  no  very  powerful  logic  to  induce  a 
participation  in  their  belief;  and  he  having  now 
adopted  their  hypothesis,  he  and  they  coptinued,  by 
frequent  interchange  of  opinions  ana  feelings  upon 
the  subject,  to  confirm  the  belief  of  each  other.  After 
this,  the  friendly  intercourse  of  the  two  captains 
ceased ;  Commodore  Perry  cherishmg  his  anmiosi- 
ties  against  Captain  Elliott,  and  the  latter  sometimes, 
when  questioned  upon  the  subject,  giving  a  detail  of 
the  events  on  Lake  Erie  according  to  his  own  recol- 
lection of  them. 

In  1815,  the  proceedings  of  the  British  Court  of 
Inquiry  upon  the  loss  of  Commodore  Barclay's  squad- 
ron, appeared  in  the  United  States,  and  were  imme- 
diately noticed  by  Captain  Elliott  in  a  request  for  an 
investigation.  His  leading  motive  to  this  request  was 
doubtless  the  misrepresentations  in  circulation  con- 
cerning him;  misrepresentations  which  a  Court  of 
Inquiry  would  confute,  and  of  which  he  had  long 
before  sought  an  investWtion.  A  Court  of  Inquiry 
was  then  sitting  at  New  York,  and  this  British  report 
gave  him  an  amply  sufficient'pretext  for  bringing  his 
case  before  it ;  for  though  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
thought  it  needless  to  investigate  9.tiy  charges  against 
Captain  Elliott  preferred  by  an  Airierican  citizen,  and 
which  concerned  his  own  country  alone,  yet  he  deem- 
ed it  a  matter  of  duty  to  protect  him  against  the  as- 
saults of  a  foreim  governnient ;  that  being  an  affair 
which  concerned  all  civilized  nations.  The  triiwnph- 
ant  vindication  of  Captain  Elliott  a^inst  the  imini- 
tations  of  the  British  Court  of  Inquiry,  imputations^ 
be  it  remembered,  substantially  the  same  as  those  cir- 
culated against  him  on  the  frontier  soon  after  the 
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battle,  added  fuel  to  Commodore  Perry's  hatred.  He 
afierwards  continued  to  speak  of  Captain  Elliott  with 
great  severity,  until,  about  the  commencement  of  the 
3rear  1818,  he  used  so  little  caution  in  his  denuncia- 
tions, that  some  of  his  offensive  expressions  reached 
the  ears  of  their  object.  Captain  Elliott  received  let- 
ters from  two  of  his  friends,  informing  him  of  Com* 
modore  Perry's  proceedings.  Soon  after  this,  he  un- 
derstood that  Mr.  Hail,  at  Washington,  had  heard 
some  offensive  remarks  concerning  him  from  Commo- 
dore Perry,  and  called  upon  him  for  information;  for 
having  resolved  on  calling  Commodore  Perry  to  ac- 
count, he  wished  first  to  procure  sufficient  proof  oC 
the  Commodore's  hostile  proceedings.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Washmgton,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
Commodore  Perry,  but  was  disappointed  in  this  by 
the  Commodore's  sudden  and  unexpected  departure. 
He  then  addressed  a  letter  to  Commodore  Perry,  in- 
clcmn^  attested  copies  of  the  commimications  which 
he  had  received,  and  which  have  already  been  given 
to  the  reader.  Commodore  Perry's  reply  to  this  has 
already  been  alluded  to.  To  this  Captain  Elliott  re- 
plied by  a  letter  containing  a  challenge,  and  which  is 
the  fi^owing: 

Norfolk,  July  7th,  1818. 
Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  19th  June  is  before  me,  having 
been  received  this  moment,  on  my  return  after  several  days 
absence  from  the  State  on  public  business.  I  have  read  it, 
Sir,  with  attention,  and  will  do  you  the  justice  to  say  that  it 
is  a  masterly  production  of  epistolary  blackguardism.  I  had 
hoped  my  last  letter  would  have  drawn  from  you  some  other 
reply  more  honorable,  and  I  am  now  induced  to  ffive  you 
that  invitation  which  I  supposed  my  letter  would  have 
drawn  from  you,  in  case  the  certificates  were  true.  I  now 
invite  you  to  the  field.  Appoint  your  time  and  place,  some 
where  equally  distant  from  us  botb^  giving  me  only  a  reason- 
able time  to  join  you  after  the  receipt  of  your  answer,  when 
nothing  in  the  power  of  human  control  snail  detain  me.    It 
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might  be  expected  that  I  should  answer  this  voeabularjr  of 
false  and  vulgar  assertions  of  yours  in  detail.  I  cannot  de- 
scend  to  such  blackj^uardism.  Declamations,  such  as  con- 
tained in  the  letter  in  question,  can  be  productive  of  little  be- 
nefit towards  a  final  settlement  of  this  present  dispute,  and  as 
I  feel  no  disposition  to  procrastinate  this  business  by  a  useless 
waste  of  ink  and  paper,  I  must  resort  to  some  other  weapon, 
more  potent  than  a  pen,  one  that  will  at  once  place  me  above 
your  cunning,  and  teach  you  that  all  your  former  low  and 
ungentlemanly  acts  shall  not  shield  you  from  the  chastise- 
ment you  merit.  Though  your  memory  appears  a  most 
treacherous  one.  and  though  I  have  the  most  horrid  opinion 
of  your  general  character^  still  I  cannot  think  you  so  base, 
80  lost  to  all  sense  of  justice  and  feeling,  as  to  have  forgot- 
ten the  manner  in  which  you  presented  yourself  to  me  on 
board  the  Niagara,  in  the  action  on  Lake  Erie,  the  words 
then  made  use  of,  as  well  as  the  friendly  congratulations  I 
received  on  my  return  on  board  my  own  vessel  after  the  bat- 
tle. 1  do  not  pretend  to  select  any  particular  nlace  for  our 
meeting,  though  I  would  recommend  a  central  situation,  a 
place  in  which  we  might  be  strangers ;  by  doing  so  the  ob- 
ject of  our  meeting  would  excite  no  suspicion,  and  throw  no 
difficulty  in  the  way.  You  shall  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  name  of  my  friend  as  soon  ^  I  hear  from  you ;  till  then 
as  little  writing  as  possible. 

Public  business  will  call  me  from  this  place  on  the  1st  of 
next  month;  I  should  like  to  receive  your  nnal  answer  before 
that  time.  A  duplicate  of  this  will  oe  forwarded ;  a  similar 
reply,  if  you  please ;  and  seal  with  some  other  seal  than  the 
one  on  your  last  letters,  bearing  the  initials  of  your  name. 
Yours  with  respect. 

J£SS£  D.  ELLIOTT. 

O.  H.  Perby,  Esq. 
Newport^  {R.  Island.) 

In  the  mean  time,  Commodore  Perry  stated  to  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Holdup  Stevens  that  Captain  Elliott 
had  induced  him  to  omit  any  mention  of  Mr.  Ste  vens^ 
then  Mr.  Holdup,  in  the  official  report  of  the  hattla 
This  communication  induced  the  following  corres- 
pondence between  Captain  Elliott  and  Lieutenant 
Stevens. 
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"  t/:  S.  Ship  Alert,  Navy  Yardy 
Cfosfort,  10th  July,  1818. 
Sir, — Hs^ying  lately  understood  that  yoa  were  the  only 
cause  of  mv  not  being  mentioned  in  the  official  despatches 
of  the  battle  on  Lake  Erie^  I  have  to  request,  if  you  eyer 
made  assertions  in  the  shp^litest  de^ee  derqe^tory  to  my 
character  as  an  officer,  or  injurious  to  it  as  a  brave  man,  yov 
will  furnish  me  with  the  grounds  on  which  such  assertions 
were  made. 

If  you  never  made  them,  you  will  do  my  character  tlis 
justice  to  give  me,  in  writing,  an  open  and  positive  denial. 
I  am,  sir,  respectAilly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  HOLDUP  STEVENS* 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 
U.  S.  Navy." 

Capt  Elliott,  suspecting  the  source  of  Lieut.  Ste- 
vens' information,  and  not  considering  himself  obliged 
to  reply  till  the  name  of  the  informant  was  disclo^d, 
returned  this  letter  with  the  following  endorsement : 

''  No  reply  until  the  author  of  the  report  is  disclosed. 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT." 

"  U,  S,  Ship  Alert,  Navy  Yard, 

GospoTt,  nth  July,  1818. 
Sir, — Having  been  informed  by  Capt.  Perrv,  during  rof 
visit  to  Newport  last  month,  that  you  were  the  only  causa 
of  my  not  being  mentioned  in  the  official  despatches  of  the 
liattle  of  LaJte  Erie,  I  embrace  the  earliest  oppprtunity,  after 
my  return  to  this  place,  to  request  that  if  you  ever  made 
assertions  in  the  slightest  degree  derogatory  to  my  character 
as  an  officer,  or  injurious  to  my  reputation  as  a  brave  maii| 
you  will  furnish  me  with  the  grounds  upon  which  such  a»- 
sertions  were  made. 

If  you  never  made  them,  you  will  do  my  character  the  jii»> 
tice  to  give  me,  in  writing,  an  open  and  positive  deniaL 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  HOLDUP  STEVENa 
Capt  Jesse  D.  Eluott, 
U.  S.  Navy." 
18* 
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«  Norfolk,  July  12,  1818, 
Sir, — Tour  letter  of  the  11th  inst.,  covering  information 
rfcently  communicated  to  you  by  Capt.  Perry,  has  been  re- 
oeived.  Strange  indeed,  that  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  five  years, 
he  should  for  the  first  time  have  made  you  ac()uaintea  with 
the  cause  which  induced  him  not  to  have  mentioned  you  par- 
ticularly, in  reporting  on  the  action  of  the  10th  Sept.,  1813 ; 
and  now,  with  a  particular  object  in  view,  endeavors  to  ac- 
count, for  it  on.  information  said  to  have  been  received  from 
hissecond  in  command,  who,  from  the  particular  nature  of  the 
official  despatch,  had  not  and  could  not  have  any  agency  in 
making  out  the  report  of  that  action,  or  in  communicating 
any  thmg  that  led  to  it.  The  language  of  Capt.  Perry,  on 
coming  on  board  my  vessel,  satisfied  me  of  his  motive  in  not 
mentioning  the  gun-boats  at  the  stern  of  our  line;  and  if 
called  upon  before  a  proper  tribunal,  I  will  have  no  objection 
in  stating  it. 

Respectfully  your  ob't.  servant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
Ldeut  Tbos.  HoLnup  Stevens." 

This  statement  must  have  been  made  by  Commo- 
dore Perry  to  Lieutenant  Stevens  after  the  former  had 
received  Captain  Elliott's  letter,  written  in  conse- 
quence of  his  disappointment  about  a  meeting  at 
Wasjiington;  for  that  letter  is  dated  May  14,  and  was 
addressed  to  Newport,  where  Commodore  Perry  then 
was,  and  reeeived  in  doe  course  of  mail ;  and  Lieute- 
nant Ste\rens,  in  his  second  letter  to  Captain  Elliott, 
dated  July  11,  says  that  he  received  the  statements  of 
Commodore  Perry  during  a  visit  to  Newport  in  the 
preceding  month,  or  June.  The  conduct  of  Commo- 
dore Perry  in  this  alfiiir  is  certainly  worthy  of  com- 
ment. Captain  Elliott's  representation  to  him  aboirt 
the  behavior  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  then  Lieutenant 
Holdup,  in  the  battle,  was  confidential  or  not  If 
confidential,  it  should  never  have  been  disclosed  with- 
out adequate  cause;  and  there  being  no  adequate 
cause  in  June,  1818,  the  disclosure  was  a  violation  of 
confidence.    If  not  confidential,  it  should  have  been 
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disclosed  immediately,  for  the  purpose  of  RJvii^  the 
party  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself,  it  unjustly 
censured.  But  the  statement  was  disclosed,  and  five 
years  after  it  was  made.  And  under  what  circuna* 
stances  w^is  the  disclosure  n^ade  ?  'After  Commodiue 
Perry  had  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Elliott,  de- 
manding explanations  of  oflTensive  remarks,  instead 
of  promptly  meeting  this  demand,  either  hy  an  ex- 
planation or  a  defiance,  he  discloses  to  Lieutenant 
Holdup  Stevens  a  representation  concerning  him  made 
five  years  previously,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  adding 
one  more  to  the  enemies  of  Captain  Elliott. 

Commodore  Perry  replied  to  the  challenge  by  the 
follo)ving  letter. 

«  Newport^  Aug,  3,  1818. 

Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  7th  ult.,  was  delivered  to  me  on 
my  return  to  this  place  from  New-York.  It  is  impossiUe 
that  you  should  not  have  anticipated  the  reply,  the  invita- 
tion It  contained  would  at  this  time  receive ;  having  hefore 
you  my  letter  of  the  18th  June  last,  in  which  I  implicitly 
gave  you  to  understand  what  course  I  should  pursue  in  re- 
gard to  you.  Most  men,  situated  as  you  are,  and  avowing 
their  innocence,  would  have  considered  their  honor  best  de- 
fended against  the  charges  contained  in  that  letter,  by  first 
demanding  the  investigation  announced  to  you,  and  holding 
me  accountable  on  failure  to  support  them. 

I  have  prepared  the  charges  I  am  about  to  prefer  against 
you,  and  oy  the  mail  to-morrow,  shall  transmit  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  request  that  a  court-martial 
be  instituted  for  your  trial  upon  them. 

Should  you  be  able  to  exculpate  yourself  from  these 
charges,  you  will  then  have  a  light  to  assume  the  tone  of  a 
gentleman,  and  (whatever  my  opinion  of  you  may  be)  I 
shall  not  nave  the  least  disposition  to  dispute  that  right,  in 
respect  to  any  claim  you  may  then  think  proper  to  moke 
upon  me. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

O.  H.  PERIIY. 

Cu>t.  J.  p.  Elliott, 

U.  e.  Navy,  Norfolk." 
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In  this  letter,  he  xlecUnes  Captain  Elliott's  challenge, 
because  he  intends  to  prefer  charges  against  him  to 
ihe  Secretary  of  the  ?Javy,  and  to  request  a  Court 
Martial  upon  them.  He  also  says  that  Captain  Elli- 
ott must  have  anticipated  this  reply  to  his  cliallonge, 
by  recurring  to  the  letter  of  Commodore  Perry,  dated 
Jun3  18,  in  which  his  determination  to  prefer  charges 
was  clearly  indicated.  This  seems  to  convey  the  m- 
sinuation  that  Captain  Elliott  had  sent  him  a  chal- 
lenge, while  knowing  that  it  could  not  be  accepted. 
But  Commodore  Perry's  letter  of  June  18  seems 
hardly  to  warrant  the  construction  which  he  thus  puts 
upon  it.  The  language  in  which  he  implies  that  he 
threatened  a  Court  Martial,  is  the  following :  "  Mean 
and  despicable  as  you  have  proved  yourself  to  be,  I 
shall  never  cease  to  criminate  myself  for  having  de- 
viated from  the  path  of  strict  propriety,  for  the  sake 
of  screening  you  from  public  contempt  and  indigna^ 
tion.  For  this  offence  to  the  community  I  will  atone 
in  due  time,  by  a  full  disclosure  of  your  disgraceful 
conduct."  But  this  by  no  means  implies  a  judicial 
investigation,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  mode  of 
disclosure;  for  ''a  full  disclosure"  might  be  made 
through  an  appeal  to  the  public,  and  an  indication  of 
making  such  appeal  is  the  most  obvious  meaning  of 
these  terms.  Captain  Elliott  was  certainly  justified 
in  believing  that  he  intended  by  "  a  full  disclosure,"  a 
statement  in  a  newspaper  or  pamphlet,  and  not  an  ap- 
plication for  a  Court  Martial.  That  he  did  consider 
It  a  promise  or  threat  to  appeal  to  the  public,  is  mani- 
fest from  his  letter  of  July  7th.  Commodore  Perry, 
in  this  letter  of  August  3,  says  that  the  most  proper 
course  for  an  officer  in  the  situation  of  Captain  Elli- 
ott, would  be  first  to  demand  an  investigation  of  the 
charges  preferred,  and  to  call  the  accuser  to  the  field 
on  his  failure  to  prove  them.  But  besides  the  &ct 
that  he  did  not  consider  Commodore  Perry's  threat  as 
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indicating  an  appeal  to  a  Court  Martial,  the  reader 
will  recoUect  that  he  long  before  demanded  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  same  charges,  and  got  for  his  pains, 
not  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  much  less  a  Court  Martial, 

but a  complimentary  resolution  of  the  House  of* 

Representatives ;  and  that  he  afterwards  sought  and 
obtained  an  investigation  in  1815,  and  was  triumph- 
antly acquitted  by  the  Court  of  every  thinff  excepting 
the  utmost  gallantry  and  skill !  Even  had  he  suppo* 
sed,  therefore,  that  Commodore  Perry  intended  to  ap- 
ply for  a  Court  Martial,  he  must  have  anticipated  the 
fate  of  the  application.  He  must  have  known  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  not  order  an  in- 
vestigation of  charges  which  were  always  known, 
at  head  quarters,  to  be  unfounded,  and  of  which  a 
Court  of  Inquiry  had  already  acquitted  him.  It  is 
singular  that  these  considerations  should  not  have 
occurred  to  Commodore  Perry.  It  is  difficult  to  ima- 
gine how  he  could  suppose  that  his  charges  would  be 
listened  to  for  a  moment,  refuted  as  the  same  charges 
had  been  upon  a  former  occasion. 

After  a  lapse  of  two  months  from  the  date  of  Com- 
modore Perry's  last  letter.  Captain  Elliott,  hearing 
nothinff  either  from  him  or  the  Navy  Department 
about  the  threatened  charges,  addressed  to  him  the 
following  letter. 

Bdston^  3d  October,  1818. 
Sir, — Two  months  haying  elapsed  since  the  date  of  your 
answer  to  my  inyitation  to  the  field,  and  as  I  have  neither 
heen  burnished  with  an  arrest,  or  made  acquainted  with  the 
charges  you  state  would  be  forwarded  to  the  honorable  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  by  the  following  mail,  I  have  to  in- 
form you  that  from  Falls  River,  I  hastened  to  the  quarters 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  by  him  have  been  informed, 
that  he  has  not  heard  from  you  on  any  subject  for  the  last  two 
months,  and  that  he  does  not  know  of  any  transaction  between 
us.  I  am  still  under  the  impression,  that  you  are  disposed  to 
continue  your  old  game  or  deception.     I  must  therefore 
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d^ain  call  your  attention  to  my  fonner  communication, 
with  a  request  that  yon  answer  me  by  return  of  mail,  yea 
or  na^i  as  I  shall  kave  this  for  the  South  in  ^^re  days. 
With  proper  respect, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
O.  H.  Perbt,  Esq.,  Newport." 

Commodore  Perry  replied  without  delay,  in  the 
following  terms. 

"  Neiifport,  October  6th,  1818. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  I  have  to  in- 
form you  that  I  forwarded  to  the  Navv  Department  on  the 
10th  of  August  last,  charges  which  I  tnen  preferred  against 
you.  It  is  not  for  me  to  account  for  their  not  having  been 
submitted  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        O.  H.  PERRY. 
Capt.  Jessc  D.'Eluott, 
U.S.  Navy." 

The  charges  were  duly  transmitted,  but  never 
reached  the  Secretary,  who  informed  Captain  Elliott, 
by  a  letter  written  about  the  1st  of  October,  1818, 
that  he  had  not  heard  from  Commodore  Ferry  for 
two  months  previously.  Hero  ended  the  correspond- 
ence between  them.  The  meeting  which  Captain 
Elliott  invited  in  three  different  letters,  was  never 
held,  and  Commodore  Perry  sailed  shortly  after  upon 
the  cruise  in  which  he  died. 

But  while  Commodore  Perry  was  in  Newport,  and 
after  he  had  received  Capta'a  Elliott's  letter  of  May 
14, 1818,  demanding  an  explanation,  a  resohition  was 
introduced  into  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Is- 
land,  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  collect  and  deposit 
among  the  archives  of  the  state,  all  the  documents  and 
memorials  necessary  to  pre,serve  the  memory  of  the 
brilliant  achievements  of  Cchnmodore  Perry  on  Lake 
Erie,  and  to  request  him  tb  sit  for  his  portrait.  There 
was  nothing  extraordinary  in  this  resolution.    It  was 
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a  eotnplimcnt  due  to  a  gallant  son  of  Rhode  Island, 
which  ought  to  have  been  paid  before,  and  was  similar 
in  character  to  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which  decreed  gold  medals  to  Captains 
Perry  and  Elliott.  But  the  time  in  which  it  was  in- 
troduced is  worthy  of  notice,  and  it  certainly  led  to 
extraordinary  proceedings.  It  was  introduced  after 
Commodore  Perry  had  received  Captain  Elliott's 
letter  of  May  14,  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Hazard,  a  relative 
of  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  PeiTy,  and  a  member 
of  the  Hartford  Convention.  It  is  unfortunate  for 
Commodore  Perry  that  this  resolution,  so  proper  in 
itself,  should  have  been  introduced  by  a  near  relative, 
and  at  this  particular  time ;  for  it  leads  to  the  suppo- 
sition that  Commodore  Perry  sought  by  it  to  tlirow 
the  Legislature  of  his  native  state  between  himself 
and  Captain  Elliott.  Still  more  unfortunate  is  it  that 
the  proceedings  which  followed  should  have  been 
held  under  it,  as  they  tend  to  confirm  this  supposition. 
The  committee  proceeded  to  collect  documents  and 

memorials,  and  collected what  1    A  number  of 

aflSdavits  directly  criminating  Captain  Elliott ! ! !  This 
again  brings  the  reader  to  the  officers  of  the  Law- 
rence, who  fully  participated  in  Commodore  Perry's 
hostility.  The  affidavits  taken,  and  which  have  al- 
ready been  the  subject  of  comment,  are  those  of 
Messrs.  Turner,  Parsons,  Breese  and  Taylor  of  the 
Lawrence,  Champlin  of  the  Scorpion,  and  Brownell 
of  the  Ariel!  All  excepting  that  of  Mr.  Taylor,  bear 
internal  evidence  of  having  been  drawn  by  the  same 
individual,  wlio  was  probably  Mr.  Hazard.  They 
were  manifestly  drawn  by  a  lawyer,  and  by  one 
skilled 

"  To  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  reason." 
They  indicate  a  fcudlitf/,  a  practice  in  explaining 
away  difficulties  and  supporting  weak  points,  which 
few  but  lawyers  can  be  expected  to  possess  in  an 
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eminent  decree,  because  it  is  a  faculty  or  habit  which 
no  profession,  excepting  the  law,  frequently  put  in 
requisition.  They  are  replete  with  hearsay  state- 
ments and  vague  generalities,  presenting  a  very  im- 
posing appearance  to  superficial  observers  ;  and  with 
distortions,  coloring^,  implications,  and  suppressions 
of  facts,  which,  without  amounting  to  falsehood  in 
terms,  directly  nuslead  the  reader  to  conclusions 
totally  different  from  the  truth.  They  are  uncandid 
and  disingenuous  productions,  and  such  as  would  na- 
turally emanate  from  a  mind  habituated  to  logical 
perversion.  The  officers  who  signed  them  could 
hardly  have  been  aware  of  their  character.  They 
were  indeed  bitterly  prejudiced  against  Captain 
Elliott,  and  saw  his  conduct  in  the  battle  through  the 
discolored  medium  of  their  animosities,  and  in  the 
perspective  of  five  long  ]^ears ;  whence  little  reliance 
could  be  placed  upon  meir  accuracy.  Yet  the  spirit 
of  frankness  and  plain  dealing  so  much  engendered 
by  a  military  life,  would  not  be  very  consistent  with 
gross  perversion  of  the  truth,  or  with  sly,  disingenu- 
ous insinuation  of  falsehood.  But  they  were  in  the 
hands  of  a  cunning  lawyer,  intent  upon  making  them 
say  what  suited  his  purpose,  without  permitting  thera 
to  be  precisely  sensible  of  what  they  did  say.  These 
affidavits  are  exquisite  specimens  of  what  a  shrewd 
and  cunning  lawyer  may  do  with  a  witness,  when 
having  strong  prejudices  to  work  upon ;  of  the  faci- 
lity with  which  he  may,  when  operating  upon  such 
prejudices,  lead  a  witness  into  uttering  the  grossest 
improbabilities.  But  in  this  case,  the  tact  of  the 
lawyer  seems  to  have  been  blunted  by  his  own  preju- 
die-es  in  favor  of  his  relative ;  for  he  has  led  his  wit- 
nesses into  statements  too  improbable  to  be  believed, 
and  which  are  therefore  self-refuted.  But  perhaps 
Mr.  Hazard  was  a  friend  of  Captain  Elliott  in  dis- 
guise, and  took  this  mode  of  discrediting  Cbmmodore 
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Perry's  witnesses;  for  it  is  common  with  some 
lawyers,  upon  a  cross  examination,  to  discredit  wit- 
nesses by  leading  them,  through  their  prejudices,  into 
telling  very  improbable  stories;  the  witnesses  all  the 
while  intending  to  testify  correctly.  But  whatever 
may  have  been  Mr.  Hazard's  object,  any  unpreju- 
diced reader  of  the  whole  testimony  would  say  that 
these  witnesses,  judged  by  these  affidavits  almie^  were 
men  of  very  strong  prejudices  and  rather  weak 
minds. 

The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Taylor  was  probably  written 
by  himself,  and  is  in  a  totally  different  style  from  the 
rest.  It  is  a  prolix  narrative  of  minute  and  unim- 
portant circumstances ;  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  one  who  was  a  warm  friend  of  one  party  and  a 
decided  enemy  of  the  other,  who  undertook  to  state 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  facts,  but  who  saw  every 
thing  through  his  prejudices,  whose  memory  had 
been  controlled  by  his  feelings,  and  who  was  not  lo- 
gician enough  to  decide  whether  his  statements  ope- 
rated against  or  in  support  of  the  party  whom  he 
wished  to  sustain. 

The  committee  who  took  these  affidavits  never 
made  any  report,  and  for  a  very  obvious  reason. 
The  other  member  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Gibbs,  see- 
ing that  the  purpose  of  his  associate  was  to  build  up 
the  character  of  Commodore  Perry  by  pulling  down 
that  of  Captain  Elliott,  was  probably  not  disposed  to 
lend  it  his  aid,  and  well  knew  that  it  would  not  be 
tolerated  by  the  Legislature  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  probably  Knew  nothing  of  the  testimony  till 
after  the  affidavits  were  taken ;  for  Mr.  Hazard  pro- 
bably volunteered  to  procure  it,  and  drew  every  affi- 
davit without  consulting  him.  The  committee,  thus 
disagreeing,  made  no  report,  wherefore  nothing  was 
presented  for  the  action  of  the  Legislature.  But  Mr. 
Hazard's  object  was  partly  attained ;  for  the  testimony 
19 
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y^9^  prooiii^,  reduced  ^  writing,  and  put  on  $ji^ 
r^a^y  to  be  l$dd  before  the  public  tnrpugl^  the  presfs, 
if  o^casiop  should  i^uire  it.  ThoujgU  this  accou^i 
of  Mr^  Hazard's  proceedings  be  conjecti^rsd^  it  s^$^T 
ciently  resembles  some  of  Tiis  modes  of  proceeding  to, 
be  t^gh^y  probable,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  ex- 
pl^  the  whple  or  any  parts  of  ^e  traijisaction  upon 
aijiy  other  hyppthesis.  What  other  documents  and 
^lemprials  were  collected  by  the  conunittee,  has  not 
yet  appeared ;  but  if  Mr.  Hazard  undertook  the  t;g^k 
pf  Qollec^i|9|ri,  it  is  probable  that  feW;  if  ajny  others, 
^er^  qol^ected,  than  such  as  would  directly  or  remote- 
ly criminate  Captain  Elliott  Why  did  not  this  com- 
mittee, or  rather  Mr.  Hazard,  call  upon  the  officers  of 
the  Nia^a^ra  ?  Why  did  they  not  call  upon  Capta-ia 
Elliott  hiipself  ?  Both  he  and  they  must  have  been 
^upppsed,  by  this  committee,  to  know  something 
about  the  events  on  Lake  Erie,  and  if  the  object  of  the 
committee  were  merely  to  obtain  evidence  of  those 
events  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  a  history  of  then?,, 
he  and  they  were  very  imjxjrtant  witnesses.  This 
smoriilar  omission  to  do  what  seems  to  be  very,  natu- 
raJiy  suggested  by  the  resolution,  is  well  fitted  to  ex- 
cite inquiry  into  the  object  of  those  who  procured  the 
testimony  that  was  filed. 

This  appeal  to  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  if 
such  the  proceeding  inay  be  calledj  throws  some  light, 
upon  that  part  of  Commodore  Perry's  letter  to  Cap- 
tain Elliott  of  June  19,  in  which  he  threatens  to  atone 
foTf  his  past  offence  in  screening  Captain  Elliott,  by, 
n^^king,  in  due  time,  a  full  disclosure  of  his  dis- 
graceful mtidiitU ;  and  justifies  the  inference  of  the 
latter  that  he  intended  an  appc?al  to  the  public,  and 
not  to  a  Court  Martial.  Captain  Elliott's  demand  of 
an  explanation  is  dated  May  14^  1818.  The  Lemsj- 
latitre  of  Rhode  Island  begins  its  session  on  the  first 
Wedn^ay  in  May.     Commodore  Perry's  reply  coif; 
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thinih^  thfa  threat  of  a  fuU  discloduk^^  te  dbtisd  Jniie 
i!^,  1818.  The  c6ttimittee,  blr  teore  t^robaUy  ibr. 
Ebiard,  mitsft  have  ah^eieidy  mad^  Ma^  forogtetti  ill 
<Mllectiiig  documents ;  jethd  als  ConiliEibdore  t^erry  Wan 
upoh  the  ispot,  tod  piartictilarly  intetested  in  the  itl^ 
quiry,  it  is  ndt  to  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Hazard  ^otlld 
proceed  without  consulting  him,  or  infonning  him, 
HOin  tiii^  to  time,  of  the  progress  made  in  th^  itat<^ 
tigation.  His  reply  to  Cat)tain  laiiott  of  Jtine  1% 
must  then  havfe  been  written  with  ftall  knoWledgb  of 
what  this  committee  were  doing ;  and  th6  tUtie  and 
place  of  the  proce^ngs,  and  the  character  of  the  do- 
cuments collected^  plainly  indicate  to  the  reader  tirfiai 
species  of  "  fdll  disclosure"  was  intended. 
-  The  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  not  iiiteirfering^ 
and  having  Captain  Elliott's  challenge  before  him, 
Commodore  Perry  next  endeavored  to  inteito^  be- 
tween them  the  Govemmeht  of  the  Uhited  States. 
At  least  slich  inference  is  deducible  from  thiB  &iBta. 
The  letter  containing  this  challenge  Is  dated  July  7, 
1818.  In  the  reply  to  it,  which  is  dated  Au^t  3d| 
COitirriodore  Perry  states  that  he  did  not  receive  it  till 
after  his  tetum  to  Newport  from  New-Yotk ;  but  as 
he  does  not  give  the  date  of  his  return,  it  was  proba^ 
\Aj  received  and  considered  of  some  days  before  the 
reply.  He  says  that  on  the  next  day,  August  4th,  h^ 
should  traiismit  char^  to  the  Navy  Departmient,  and 
demand  an  investigation  of  them.  The  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  which  enclosed  the  charges,  is 
dated  August  8th,  but  the  charges  are  without  date. 
Captain  Elliott,  hearing  nothing  from  th6  De|)artment 
upon  the  subject,  again  wrote  to  CoHiuadiodor^  Perry 
(fti  the  3d  of  October,  and  was  answered  by  a  fetter 
dated  October  6,  in  which  Comshodote  Perry  says 
that  he  transmitted  the  charge  to  the  Department  ott 
fte  10th  of  August.  It  appears  then  from  his  letter 
of  Atigust  3d,  that  his  charges  were  not  transmitted 
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till  some  days  after  he  says  they  were  prepared ;  a 
delay  somewhat  inconsistent  with  his  professed  zeal 
to  cUanefor  the  past  by  bringing  Captain  Elliott  to 
justice.  But  admitting  the  delay,  the  reader  will  still 
perceive  that  every  thing  favors  and  nothing  contra- 
dicts the  beUe^  tlmt,  the  drawing  of  the  charges  was 
not  commenced  till  after  the  receipt  of  Captain 
Elliott's  challenge.  And  the  delay  in  transmitting 
these  chiu-ges  is  another  proof  that  by  his  threat  ^ 
^  a  fuU  disclosure,"  in  his  letter  of  June  19,  he  did  not 
mean  an  appeal  to  a  Court  Martial ;  for  if  he  had  re- 
solved, as  early  as  June  19,  to  apply  to  a  Court  Mar- 
tial, why  should  he  withhold  his  charges  till  August 
10,  or  neariy  two  months  ?  The  inference  then  is  ir- 
resistible that  by  this  "  Aill  disclosure"  threatened  in 
his  letter  of  June  19,  he  intended  what  he  was  then 
attempting,  a  disclosure  throu|s;h  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Mand ;  and  that  he  did  not  contemplate  an 
^ppeal  to  a  Court  Martial  till  after  fidling  in  ttiis  pro- 
ject, and  after  he  had  received  Captain  Elliott's  letter 
of  July  7. 

What  was  the  fate  of  this  attempt !  The  charges, 
the  two  affidavits  in  support  of  them,  and  the  letter 
of  Commodore  Perry  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
were  destined  to  another  &te  than  being  the  founda- 
tion of  a  Court  Martial  upon  Captain  Elliott.  They 
were  received  at  the  Navy  Department  in  the  absence 
of  the  Secretary,  and  inunediately  transmitted  to  Pre- 
sident Munroe,  in  whose  hands  they  were  seen  by 
Commodore  Decatur.  The  CommockNre,  after  depre- 
cating any  resort  to  a  Court  Martial  against  Captain 
Elliott,  which,  as  he  well  knew,  would  render  no  ser- 
vice to  Commodore  Perry,  took  the  documents  into 
his  own  custody,  doubtless  intending  that  they  should 
not  again  see  the  light.  The  pre&ce  to  the  first 
pamphlet  against  Captain  Elliott  states  that  '<  When 
Commodore  Perry  was  about  to  sail  on  the  cruise 
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Hftacb  ti^muDated'  his  vduafbte  life,  he-rMiMted  Coii^' 
timst^  I>9Catur  tb*  tate  chienr^  of  the  tDUdwing^doL 
<^k^nfM«$,  Ujf  keiep  GBf^ei»  ElMolt  in  check  duriiiff  hiar 
afti^nce,  &e.^  This  is  a  fotricatiiHi  6f  the  pob&her 
\rtiicli  refofte^  hself.  According  to  tiris^  Ck>taiinodoie 
P^lry  fUes  charges  in  the  Dej^ntment  aegaiiiist  Oapi- 
tiain^  Elnot^  ai^  then  reqtiests  ConimodoTe  Beteini*  ixr 
take  thenli  mto  A^  custody,  for  the  porpose^of  keep- 
ixis  €a];^in  Ellibtt  ifn  check  dornig  his  absence. 
Wnat  safer  place  of  custody  could  there- be  for  throe 
documents  than  the  Navy  Department?  And  by 
what  authority  could  they  be  taken  from  the  Depart*- 
ment  and  consigned  to  a  third  person  for  pubKcation) 
The  Department  has  ne\rer  yet  pemUttra  itself  to  be- 
come the  mere  channel  of  communicaticm  in  a  con- 
troversy between  two  officers.  While  there^-  the  do- 
cuments were  to  be  acted  upon  or  not.  If  acted  upon, 
through  a  Court  Martial,  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  or,  a  re- 
port to  Congress ;  if  not,  to  be  placed  on  the  files  of 
the  Department,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  body  but 
the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  To  have 
got  intathe  hands  of  Commodore  Perry  from  the  De^ 
partment,  they  must  have  been  withdrawn  with  the 
Secretary's  consent,  which  consent  would  not  hahra 
been  given  if  he  knew  that  the  object  of  withdrawH^ 
them  was  their  puUication  ;  or  they  must  have  b^ten 
delrven^  by  the  President  or  Secretary  to  anoAeir 
person,  for  the  purpose  of  being  suppressed,  or  of 
being  returned  to  the  accuse  for  the  saihe  purfkM^* 
To  say  then  that  they  were  delivered'  by  Comiii6ch>re 
Perry  to  Commodore  Decatuf,  is  an  acknowledgiiilent 
that  they  bad  been  withdrawn  from  the  DeparSaoent) 
Mdsomr  as  an  o^EdoJ  accttvafion  against- Captain 
BttiOtt  wa^  concerned,  had  become  a^  ckiad  htUr. 
This  would  b€f  proof  positive  that  the  Secretary  of  Ae 
Navy  would^iiomotice  Commodore  Perry's'coihphuttti 
ok  tolerate^  the  idea  of  a  Cowrt'Mftrtiid^  upon  Oafltain 
19^ 
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Elliott.  Bat  the  Secretary  would  not  have  deliyered 
them  to  Obminodore  Perry  for  publication,  or  without 
exacting  a  promise  of  their  suppression.  If  then  they 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  Department  by  Com- 
UKxlore  Perry,  and  afterwards  consigned  to  Commo- 
dore Decatur  for  publication,  the  former  must  have 
violated  such  promise.  But  Comnkxlore  Decatiur 
would  not  have  been  the  instrument  of  such  proceed- 
ing. He  never  would  have  consented  to  become  the 
depository  of  such  documents,  withdrawn  from  the 
Department  under  such  circumstances,  to  be  subse- 
quently used  for  such  purpose.  Therefore  the  decla- 
ration that  they  were  delivered  by  Commodore  Perry 
to  Commodore  Decatur,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
Captain  Elliott  in  check,  cannot  be  correct.  They 
were  never  delivered  to  Commodore  Decatur  by  Com- 
modcNre  Perry,  and  they  were  never  on  the  files  of  the 
Navy  Department.  As  before  said,  they  were  re- 
ceived at  the  Department  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  immediately  transmitted  to  the  President,  in 
whose  hands  they  were  accidentally  seen  by  Commo- 
dore Decatur.  The  Conmiodore,  much  to  the  satis- 
fiiction  of  the  President,  took  them  into  his  own  cus- 
tody, deposited  them  in  his  escruitoire,  where  they 
remained  till  after  his  death,  and  where  they  would 
still  be  were  he  living ;  for  he  was  very  anxious  for 
their  suppression,  was  not  a  little  grieved  on  perc^v- 
ing  to  whdt  extremities  Conunodore  Perry  had  pro- 
ceeded, and  said  that  the  af&ir  must  end  here,  or  he 
would  be  ruined  and  the  Navy  dishonored. 

After  Commodore  Decatur's  death,  these  docu- 
ments were  published  without  the  ki:H>wledge  of  Com- 
modore Perry^s  relatives,  the  object  oi  the  publisher 
being  to  destroy  the  reputation  of  Captain  Elliott,  be- 
cause he  acted  as  second  to  Commodore  Barron  in 
his  utifortimate  duel  with  Commodore  Decatur. 

The  reader  will  doubtless  recollect  tl^it  lamentable 
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transaction,  which  deprived  the  coiuitry  of  an  ofl^cer 
who  had  so  largely  contributed  to  its  naval  renown. 
But  while  regretting  the  fall  of  the  gallant  Decf^tur, 
he  should  not  foi^t  to  render  justice  to  the  survivor 
in  that  unfortunate  encounter.  Commodore  Barron 
had  suffered  severdy  for  the  capture  of  the  Chesa- 
peake by  the  Leopard  in  1807 ;  with  what  justice,  all 
can  decide  who  will  carefiilly  read  the  record  of  his 
trial.  That  record  shows  that  the  Chesapeake  was 
utterly  defenseless  for  want  of  preparation  ;  that  Com- 
modore Barron  had  no  agency  in  fitting  her  for  sea ; 
and  that  during  the  destructive  fire  of  the  Leopard, 
in  the  very  commencement  of  which  he  was  wound- 
ed, he  displayed  the  utmost  coolness  and  self  posses- 
sion. It  also  shows  that  Commodore  Elliott,  then  a 
midshipman,  not  only  behaved  with  the  most  daunt- 
less intrepidity  during  the  engagement,  if  en^^agement 
it  could  be  called,  but  afterwards  repelled,  with  all  the 
virtuous  indignation  of  a  young  and  unsophisticated 
mind,  a  base  appeal  to  his  personal  interest.  Mr. 
Elliott  was  a  witness  on  the  tnal  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ron, and  was  called  to  rebut  certain  testimony  upon 
one  of  the  principal  charges ;  a  charge  upon  which, 
if  convicted,  the  Commodore  would  have  been  con- 
denmed  to  be  shot!!  Mr.  Elliott  did  completely 
re'but  this  testimony,  and  thereby  saved  the  life  of  an 
early  and  valued  friend.  The  reader  is  invited  to  a 
careful  perusal  of  Commodore  Barron's  trial,  and  par- 
ticularly of  his  defense,  drawn  up  by  General  Taylor 
of  Norfolk.  When  Commodore  Barron,  after  the 
peace  of  1816,  applied  to  the  Executive  to  be 
employed  in  the  Navy,  he  was  str^iuously  opposed 
by  Commodore  Decatur  and  other  officers.  In- 
deed Captain  Elliott  was  the  only  Captain  who  ap 
proved  of  his  being  restored  to  command.  Captam 
Elliott  knew  his  value  to  the  service,  made  an  ener- 
getic appeal  in  his  behalf  to  President  Munroe,  and 
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dil<5i3€iectod.  6<»nniodoi:^  Bauson  ^as  iesto#ed^  hfts^ 
b^ttd  a^fti<M»t  effid<$nt  slad  valuable  officer^  abd  ROfW 
<»tiitasftncb  th«  NavV  Yard  at  Philadelphia^  Theitai 
is  a  [din^ular  cdindde&ce  in  his  bdng  eonoiniasikiit 
of  the  Navail  station  in  that  great  and  pfttiiotio  state 
of  which  hi&  Mend  is  so  cBstiik^;i»8hed  a^  oiti^n: 
ComfA^dore  Elliott,  who  never  fled  fir6m  an*  enemy 
fior  abandoned  a  friend,  w^  not  disposed  to  shrink 
from  the  responsibility  of  aiding  an  old  and  valued 
fiik^d,  whom  he  beUeved  to  have  been  an  of>pressed 
and  injured  mam  In  the  true  spirik  o£  ancient  chir 
valry,  he  stood  forth  in  behalf  of  what  he  believed  to 
be  t^e  right ;  and  for  this  has  a  blow  been  aimed  at 
his  character  by  the  anon3nnous  publication  of  docu- 
ments, which,  had  Commodore  Decatur  livedo  would 
not  have  seen  the  light. 

Immediately  after  their  publication  in  the  shape  oi 
tfie  first  pamphlet.  Captain  Elliott  published  a  brief 
reply  in  one  of  the  Washington  newspapers,  in  whidi 
he  stated  that  he  had  prepared  the  materials  necessa- 
ry for  his  defence.  This  pubUcati<»i  <fcew  from 
Lieut^iant  Matthew  C.  Perry,  brother  of  the  Commo- 
d(M*e,  a  second  pamphlet,  containing  the  first,  and 
containing  also  the  affidavits  and  letter^  of  Mea»m 
Thomas  Holdup  Stevens,  Forrest,  Chs^plin^  Breesoj 
BrowneU  and  Taylor,  and  an  extrad  from  Commo- 
dore Barclay's  official  report.  To  this  Captaia 
Elliott  replied  by  publishing  a  pamj^let,  containing 
the  excadpatory  documienlS'  already  noticed. 

Captaia  EUiotfs  ctmduct  in  the  batde  oi  Lake 
Erie,:  the  subsecpient  attack  upon  him,  the  origin^ 
I^ogresaanid  termhiati<»i  of  that  attack,  sure  now  be- 
fore thepulAtc,  andare  cheerfully  left  by  the  authcnr 
oi  these  pages  te^  t&e  judgment  of  the  candid' and  in- 
telligent ] 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 


Bfwiti  OD  lake  Ontairio.    BzpecfitioD  againat  the  Berberj  powen.    Bonrej  of 
the  coast  of  U.Scatee. 

In  April,  1814,  Captain  Elliott  returned  to  Lake 
Ontario,  agreeably  to  the  permission  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  mentioned  in  his  letter  already  quoted  in 
page  142.  During  the  following  summer,  he  dis* 
played  the  same  energy,  activity  and  zeal  for  the 
public  service  which  had  characterized  him  during 
his  whole  professional  career.  On  the  31st  of  July, 
while  commander  of  the  Brig  Sylph,  of  20  guns,  one 
of  Commodore  Chauncey's  squadron,  he  attacked  a 
British  brig  of  14  guns,  and  compelled  the  enemy  to 
blow  her  up,  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  our 
hands.  The  following  extract  from  Commodore 
Chauncey's  official  report,  shows  the  opinion  which 
he  entertained  of  this  exploit 

'^  In  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of  July,  I  was  taken  on  board, 
but  it  was  calm,  and  I  did  not  sail  hefore  the  next  morning. 
To  satisfy  at  once  whatever  expectation  the  public  had  been 
led  to  entertain  of  the  sufficiency  of  this  squadron  to  take 
and  maintain  the  ascendency  on  this  lake,  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  expose  the  futility  of  promises,  the  fulfilment  of 
which  had  been  rested  on  our  appearance  at  the  head  of  the 
lake,  I  got  under  way  at  4  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist 
instant,  end  steered  tor  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara.  Owing  to 
light  winds,  I  did  not  arrive  off  there  before  the  fifth.  There 
we  intercepted  one  of  the  enemy's  brigs  running  over  from 
York  to  Niagara  with  troops,  and  run  her  on  shore  about  6 
miles  to  the  westward  of  Fort  George.    I  ordered  the  Sylph 
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in  to  anchor  as  near  to  the  enemv  as  she  could  with  safety, 
and  to  destroy  her.  Captain  Elliott  run  in  in  a  rery  gal- 
lant manner,  to  within  from  300  to  500  yards  of  her,  and 
was  about  anchoring,  when  the  enemy  set  fire  to  her  and  she 
soon  after  blew  up. 

This  vessel  was  a  schooner  the  last  year,  and  called  the 
Beresford.  Since  they  altered  her  to  a  brig,  they  changed 
her  name,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  it.  She 
mounted  14  guns,  12-24  pound  ciurronades  and  2  long  9 
pounders." 

Sir  James  Y6o,  the  comtnatidef  df  the  British  fleet 
on  Lake  Ontario,  having  several  times  studiously 
avoided  a  general  action,  the  impression  became  ge- 
neral that  his  intention  was  not  to  encounter  our 
squadron  without  a  great  superiority  of  force.  Under 
these  circumstances,  Captain  Elliott,  losing  all  hope 
of  the  contest,  to  participate  in  which  he  had  so  earn- 
estly sought  permission  to  return  to  Lake  Ontario, 
soUcited  and  obtained  the  command  of  the  sloop  of  war 
Ontario,  then  lying  at  Baltimore.  But  his  hopes  of 
gathering  fresh  laurels  upon  the  ocean  were  defeated 
by  the  peace  of  1816. 

Soon  after  this,  war  was  declared  against  Algiers  \ 
and  the  Ontario  being  selected  as  one  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean Squadron,  he  sailed  eiurly  in  the  spring  of 
1815,  under  command  of  Commodore  Decatur.  Off 
Cap  de  Gatt,  the  squadron  fell  in  with  and  captured 
an  Algerine  frigate  of  38  gUDB  and  500  men^  and 
three  days  afterwards,  captured  a  bri^  of  24  guns  and 
300  men,  both  of  which  were  sent  mto  Carthagend 
in  Spain.  Peace  being  concluded  with  Alriers,  the 
squadron  proceeded  to  Tunis^  and  compelled,  the  Bey 
to  surrender  a  lar&fe  amount  of  property  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  fjnited  States,  captured  from  the 
British  duriujB^  the  war,  by  American  privateers.  Here 
Captain  Elliott  performed  another  public  service, 
which,  for  daring  and  desperate  valor,  as  well  as  for 
tool,  ii^exible  resoluticm,  exceeds  any  previous  ad 
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^fhiA  life,  and  bw  rarely  \fem  equiJl^  Bravery  in 
Ae  beat  of  a  coolest  which  has  been  expected,  or 
which  has  been  fof  some  time  raging,  however  land* 
lible,  is  not  uncommon.  Amone  all  civth^ed  nations, 
courage  is  the  principal  point  of  ho^or  in  the  profes- 
s^n  of  arms,  and  every  combatant  therefore  goes  into 
battle  with  full  knowle^e  of  what  is  expected  of  him. 
On  such  occasions,  the  mind  has  time  for  delibera- 
tion ;  time  to  collect  and  prepare  itself.  But  sudden 
and  unexpected  emergencies  fUrnish  indisputable 
tests  ;  and  whoever,  on  such  occasions,  evinces  cool 
self-possession,  and  promptly  summcMis  his  Acui- 
ties to  meet  the  extremity,  whatever  it  be^  can  al- 
ways be  relied  on.  In  a  negotiation  with  the  Bey  of 
Tunis,  the  American  consul,  M.  ML  Noah,  went  tq 
the  palace,  accompanied  by  Captains  Gordon  and 
Elliott  The  following  is  "Mi,  Noah's  account  of  this 
interview. 

"  Captains  (Gordon  and  Elliott  were  instructed  by  Com- 
modore Decatur  to  accompany  me  to  the  palace,  to  learn  the 
ultimatum  of  the  Bey.  We  were  at  Bardo  at  an  early  hour ; 
sinxiety  and  curiosity  had  brought  a  number  of  persons  about 
the  walls ;  the  hall  of  audience  was  crowded,  and  Hassan 
a^d  Mustapha,  the  two  sons,  were  present  and  were  extreme- 
ly active  and  msolent 

^^  A  commanding  appearance  has  great  influence  with  the 
Turks ;  accustomed  to  measure  every  thing  by  the  eye,  they 
course  over  the  exterior,  and  make  few  allowances  for  mind 
or  character.  Captain  Gordon,  who  is  now  dead,  had  not  an 
impressiye  figure,  nor  did  he  carry  in  his  face  or  person  any 
token  of  that  firouiess  of  character,  and  generous  and  just 
sentiments  for  which  he  was  distinguished.  The  Bey  look^ 
ed  at  him  with  die  utmost  indiffevenoe.  He  was  a  short 
map,  worn  down  by  ilhiess.  ^  Whpare  you?*  snid  he.  ^l 
am  second  in  command  of  th^  sqjimdron,'  said  CMptain 
Gordon,  ^and  I  am  here  to  know  whether  yoo  are  ready  to 
do  us  justice.'  ^  Why  does  not  your  admiral  come  on  shore 
then  V  said  the  Bey.  ^  Why  am  I  treated'  with  so  much'  d^ 
respect  by  him?'  '  He  will  not  land,  Sir,  until  you  deoide 
IQ  pay  th^  value  of  these  vessels  which  you  per^litted,  the 
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British  to  take  from  us.'  Mustapha  Be^  then  interfered,  and 
in  a  tone  of  uncommon  insolence  and  violence  was  about  to 
contest  the  matter,  when  Captain  Elliott  observed,  ^We 
did  not  come  here  to  be  insulted.  This  interview  must  be 
cut  short.  Will  you  or  will  you  not  pay  for  these  vessels  ? 
answer  nothing  out  that'  ^Well  tnen,'  said  Mustapha, 
thus  pressed,  and  with  a  furious  look,  *  we  will  pay  for  them, 
but  have  a  care,  our  turU  comes  next.'  *  Tell  your  Admiral 
to  come  on  shore,'  said  the  Bey,  ^  I'll  send  the  money  to  the 
Consul,  I  am  a  rich  Prince,  and  don't  value  it — go.' 

"  Thus  ended  the  interview,  and  thus  were  the  rights  of 
the  United  States,  as  guaranteed  by  treaty,  faithfully  support- 
ed and  rigidly  enforced. 

"  The  Bey  ordered  a  letter  to  be  written  to  Commodore 
Decatur,  and  doubtless  felt  a  respect  for  that  nation  which 
would  not  abandon  a  point  of  honor. 

"  The  amount  paid  was  46,000  dollars,  and  a  promise  on 
the  part  of  the  Jew  Merchants  to  pay  44,000  piastres." 

One  circumstance  of  this  interview  has  been  omit- 
ted by  Mr.  Noah.  While  Mustapha,  the  son  of  the 
Bey,  was  addressing  the  American  deputation  in  a 
tone  of  excessive  insolence,  about  thirty  Mamelukes 
entered  the  room  with  drawn  cymetars.  Captain 
Elliott,  at  once  perceiving  that  this  was  either  intend- 
ed to  intimidate  them,  or  preparatory  to  some  violent 
outrage,  placed  his  back  against  the  wall,  drew  his 
sword,  and  declared  that  he  would  sell  his  life  dearly. 
The  Bey,  finding  the  Americans  were  not  to  be  in- 
timidated, assented  to  their  demands  and  dismissed 
them.  This  afiair  needs  no  comment.  It  was  the 
act  of  a  man,  who,  in  a  battle,  could  never  have  been 
a  coward. 

From  Tunis  the  squadron  proceeded  to  Tripoli, 
where  serious  difficulties  existed  between  the  Bey  and 
the  American  consul,  which  had  compelled  the  latter 
to  haul  down  his  flag.  The  Bey  being  compelled  to 
make  an  honorable  atonement,  and  the  American  flag 
being  again  hoisted  by  the  consul,  the  squadron,  after 
visitmg  several  ports  m  the  Mediterranean,  proceeded 
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to  Gibraltar.  Here  the  Ontario  was  designated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  reinaia  as  one  of  the  Me- 
diterranean squadron ;  but  Captain  EUiott,  having 
been  absent  from  his  family  from  the  commencemetit 
of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  relinquished  the  comr 
mand  of  his  ship,  and  returned  home  as  a  passenger 
in  the  Macedonian. 

He  remained  with  his  family  till  1817,  when  he 
was  appointed  a  commissioner,  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  General  Bernard,  General  Swift,  Captain  War- 
lin^on,  and  Colonels  Armistead  £md  M^Crea,  in  ex- 
amining the  entire  coast  of  the  United  States,  for  ibe 
purposes  of  selecting  points  for  permanent  dock-yards, 
for  fortifications  to  protect  the  maritime  frontier,  and 
for  li^htin^  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  All  acquaint- 
ed with  military  science  will  perceive  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  this  undertaking ;  and  the  selec- 
tion of  Captain  Elliott  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
perform  it,  is  a  c(»ivincin^  proof  of  the  high  estima-; 
tion  in  which  he  was  held  by  President  Iminroe,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the 
chief  officers  of  tlie  army  and  navv.  In  this  highly 
responsiUe  station  he  continued  till  1S24.  In  his  re-* 
port  of  surveys  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  he  re- 
commended, as  a  mode  of  designating  shoals,  that 
/tg-A/-ships  or  vessels  constructed  for  the  purpose  of 
resisting  gales,  and  provided  with  lights^  should 
be  placed  upon  the  extremities  of  Cape  Hatteras,  C^pe 
liook  Out,  and  Cape  Fear,  hi  executing  this  survey, 
he  signalized  himself  by  an  act  of  intrepidity  aha 
self  devotion  that  woidd  have  conferred  honor  upon 
Carlo  Borromeo,  Pilatre  de  Rosier,  Howard,  or  any 
other  philanthropist  or  philosojAier  who  set  his  life  «l 
nought  in  seeking  the  good  of  mankind.  He  was  In* 
formed  by  Mr,  Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, tha^  owing  to  the  supposed  danger  of  locating 
a  light-ship,  and  occupying  it  during  a  gale,  no  per- 
20 
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iHien  I  landed  on  the  hospitable  shores  of  the  eoimtiy  of 
freemen. 

Gontinae  to  qae,  dear  captain,  all  your  friendship,  and  ae- 
eept  of  all  the  ezpiessions  of  tne  high  esteem  of  your  most 
thankful  friend, 

B&RNARD,  Brig.  Gen. 

Capt  J.  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy." 

While  employed  in  soTvejing  the  coast,  Oaptaiii 
Elliott  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  Master  Com- 
mandant to  that  of  Captain  in  the  Navy,  which  post 
he  now  holds ;  his  commission  bearing  the  date  of 
March  27, 1818. 
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son  could  be  found  willing  to  perform  such  service. 
Gaptain  Elliott  voLUNTEEkED  to  locate  one.  Re 
immediately  proceeded  to  New- York,  embarked  in  tl^ 
Reyenue  Cutter  Alert,  Captain  Cahoone,  took  the 
light-ship  in  tow  to  Cape  Hatteras  shoal,  anchored  it 
in  a  proper  position,  sent  the  cutter  into  Ocracoke, 
and  remained  on  board  of  the  light-ship  during  three 

fales  of  wind  ! !  He  thus  demonstrated  the  practica- 
ility  of  occupying  this  and  similar  positions  with 
light-ships.  The  foUowingletter  from  General  Ber- 
nard, addressed  to  Captain  Elliott  on  the  termination 
of  the  commission  for  the  surveys  odhe  coast,  shows 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  that  skilful 
officer  and  excellent  man.  Such  a  testimonial  from 
General  Bernard  will  be  deemed  valuable  by  all  who 
knew  hiuL  He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  Na- 
poleon, to  whom  he  was  an  aid  de  camp  ;  he  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  our  own  government  durin? 
the  administrations  of  Presidents  Munroe  and 
Adams,  and,  while  he  remained  here,  of  President 
Jackson ;  and  he  is  now  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
French  government,  of  which  he  is  minister  of  war; 
and  he  will  be  affectionately  and  respectfully  remem- 
bered by  every  American  citizen  who  enjoyed  his 
friendship  or  acquaintance  during  his  residence  in  our 
<sountry. 

Phiiadefyhia,  December  3,  1823* 
Dear  Captain.-;-The  pledge  of  national  gratitude  for  your 
^eat  Hayal:  aenievements,  has  become,  in  my  hands,  a 
pledge  of  our  mutual  friendship.  If  your  glorious  deeds 
assign  you  an  elevated  rank  among  the  American  heroes 
whose  courage  and  genius  will  be  handed  down  to  future 
gienerations,  your  generosity  of  soul  assures  you  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  heart  of  those  who  are  honored  with 
|oiiT  friendship. 

The  j^  tmUe  you  presented  me  with  shall  perpetuate  in 
my  family  your  heroism,  and  also  my  feelings  of  gratitude 
towards  one  who,  with  such  noble- generosity,  welcomed  me 
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when  I  landed  on  the  hospitable  shores  of  the  countiy  of 
freemen. 

Gontinae  to  qae,  dear  captain,  all  your  friendship,  and  ae- 
eept  of  all  the  ezpiessions  of  the  high  esteem  of  your  mosl 
thankful  friend, 

B&RNARD,  Brig.  Gen. 

Capt  J.  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy." 

While  employed  in  survej^ing  the  coast,  Oaptaiii 
Elliott  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  Master  Com- 
mandant to  that  of  Captain  in  the  Navy,  which  post 
he  now  holds ;  his  commission  bearing  the  date  of 
Mait^h  27, 1818. 
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son  could  be  found  williug  to  perform  such  service. 
Captain  Elliott  volunteered  to  locate  one.  Her 
immediately  proceeded  to  New-York,  embarked  in  the 
Revenue  Cutter  Alert,  Captain  Cahoone,  took  the 
light-ship  in  tow  to  Cape  Hatteras  shoal,  anchored  it 
in  a  proper  position,  sent  the  cutter  into  Ocracoke, 
and  remained  on  board  of  the  light-ship  during  three 

Edes  of  wind  ! !  He  thus  demonstrated  the  practica- 
lity of  occupying  this  and  similar  positions  with 
lightHstups.  The  foUowingletter  from  General  Ber- 
nard, addressed  to  Captain  Elliott  on  the  termination 
of  the  commission  for  the  surveys  ofthe  coast,  shows 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  that  skilful 
officer  and  excellent  man.  Such  a  testimonial  from 
General  Bernard  will  be  deemed  valuable  by  all  who 
knew  hiuL  He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  Na- 
poleon, to  whom  he  was  an  aid  de  camp ;  he  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  our  own  government  during 
the  administrations  of  Presidents  Munroe  and 
Adams,  and,  while  he  remained  here,  of  President 
Jackson ;  and  he  is  now  hig^h  in  the  estimation  ofthe 
French  government,  of  which  he  is  minister  of  war; 
and  he  will  be  affectionately  and  respectfully  remem- 
bered by  every  American  citizen  who  enjoyed  his 
lEriendship  or  acquaintance  during  his  residence  in  our 
country. 

Phiiadelphia,  December  3,  1823* 
Deat  Captain.-^The  pledge  of  national  gratitude  for  your 
^reat  aayal:  aenievements,  has  become,  in  my  hands,  a 
pledge  of  our  mutual,  friendship.  If  your  glorious  deeds 
assign  you  an  elevated  rank  among  the  American  heroes 
whose  courage  and  genius  will  be  handed  down  to  fatme 
gienerations,  your  generosity  of  soul  assures  you  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  heart  of  those  who  are  honored  with 
|oaT  friendship. 

The  j^  simile  you  presented  me  with  shall  perpetuate  in 
my  family  your  heroism,  and  also  my  feelings  of^gratitudc 
towards  one  who,  with  such  noble  generosity,  welcomed  m» 
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V9ben  I  landed  on  the  hospitable  shores  of  the  eoimtiy  of 
freemen. 

Gontinae  to  qae,  dear  captain,  all  your  friendship,  and  ae- 
eept  of  all  the  ezpiessions  of  the  high  esteem  of  your  mosl 
thankful  friend, 

B&RNARD,  &ig.  Gen. 

Capt  J.  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy." 

While  employed  in  survejring  the  coast,  Oaptain 
Elliott  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  Master  Com- 
mandant to  that  of  Captain  in  the  Navy,  which  post 
he  now  holds ;  his  commission  bearing  the  date  of 
Mait^h  27, 1818. 
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son  could  be  found  willing  to  perfonn  such  service. 
Gaptain  Elliott  volunteered  to  locate  one.  Her 
immediately  proceeded  to  New-York,  embarked  in  the 
Revenue  Cutter  Alert,  Captain  Cahoone,  took  the 
li^t-ship  in  tow  to  Cape  Hatteras  shoal,  anchored  it 
in  a  proper  position,  sent  the  cutter  into  Ocracoke, 
and  remained  on  board  of  the  ligfht-ship  during  three 
gales  of  wii^  ! !  He  thus  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  occupying  this  and  similar  positions  with 
lightHships.  The  foUowingletter  from  General  Ber- 
nard, addressed  to  Captain  Elliott  on  the  termination 
of  the  commission  for  the  surveys  ofthe  coast,  shows 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  that  skilful 
officer  and  excellent  man.  Such  a  testimonial  from 
General  Bernard  will  be  deemed  valuable  by  all  who 
knew  hinL  He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  Na- 
poleon, to  whom  be  was  an  aid  de  camp ;  he  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  our  own  government  during 
the  administrations  of  Presidents  Munroe  and 
Adams,  and,  while  he  remained  here,  of  President 
Jackson ;  and  he  is  now  hi^h  in  the  estimation  ofthe 
French  government,  of  which  he  is  minister  of  war; 
and  he  will  be  affectionately  and  respectfulljr  remem- 
bered by  every  American  citizen  who  enjoyed  his 
friendship  or  acquaintance  during  his  residence  in  our 
country. 

PhUadelphia,  Decembers,  1823. 

Dear  Captain. — The  pledge  of  national  gratitude  for  your 
^wat  BaYal  aehieFements,  has  become,  in  my  hands,  a 
pledge  of  our  mutual  friendship.  If  your  glorious  deeds 
assign  you  an  elevated  rank  among  the  American  heroes 
whose  courage  and  genius  will  be  handed  down  to  future 
generations,  your  generosity  of  soul  assures  you  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  heart  of  those  who  are  honored  with 
|oaT  friendship. 

The  j^  «imiZe  you  presented  me  with  shall  perpetuate  in 
iny  family  your  heroism,  and  also  my  feelings  ofgratitudc 
towards  one  who,  with  such  noble  generosity,  welcomed  me 
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iviiea  I  landed  on  the  hospitable  shores  of  the  eoimtiy  of 
freemen. 

Gontinae  to  qae,  dear  captain,  all  your  friendship,  and  ae- 
eept  of  all  the  ezpiessions  of  the  high  esteem  of  your  mosl 
thankful  friend, 

B&RNARD,  Brig.  Gen. 

Capt  J.  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy." 

While  employed  in  surveying  the  coast,  Captain 
Elliott  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  Master  Com- 
mandant to  that  of  Captain  in  the  Navy,  which  post 
he  now  holds ;  his  commission  bearing  the  date  of 
March  27, 1818. 
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son  could  be  found  willing  to  perform  such  service. 
Captain  Elliott  volunteered  to  locate  one.  Her 
immediately  proceeded  to  New- York,  embarked  in  the 
Revenue  Cutter  Alert,  Captain  Cahoone,  took  the 
light-ship  in  tow  to  Cape  Hatteras  shoal,  anchored  it 
in  a  proper  position,  sent  the  cutter  into  Ocracoke, 
and  remained  on  board  of  the  l^t-ship  during  three 
gales  of  wind  ! !  He  thus  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  occupying  this  and  similar  positions  with 
lightHstups.  The  foUowingletter  from  General  Ber- 
nard, addressed  to  Captain  Elliott  on  the  termination 
of  the  commission  for  the  surveys  ofthe  coast,  shows 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  that  skilful 
officer  and  excellent  man.  Such  a  testimonial  from 
General  Bernard  will  be  deemed  valuable  by  all  who 
knew  hiuL  He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  Na- 
poleon, to  whom  he  was  an  aid  de  camp  ;  he  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  our  own  government  during 
the  administrations  of  Presidents  Munroe  and 
Adams,  and,  while  he  remained  here,  of  President 
Jackson ;  and  he  is  now  hi^  in  the  estimation  ofthe 
French  government,  of  which  he  is  minister  of  war; 
and  he  will  be  affectionately  and  respectfully  remem- 
bered by  every  American  citizen  who  enjoyed  his 
friendship  or  acquaintance  during  his  residence  in  our 
country. 

Philadetjphia^  December  3,  1823, 
Dear  Captain.-— The  pledge  of  national  ^titude  for  your 
^peat  nayal:  aenierements,  has  become,  in  my  hands,  a 
pledge  of  our  mutual,  friendship.  If  your  glorious  deeds 
assign  you  an  elevated  rank  among  the  American  heroes 
whose  courage  and  genius  will  be  handed  down  to  Aiture 
S^nerations,  your  generosity  of  soul  assures  you  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  heart  of  those  who  are  honored  with 
|0UT  friendship. 

The  j^  simile  you  presented  me  with  shall  perpetuate  in 
my  family  your  heroism,  and  also  my  feelings  of^gratitudc 
towards  one  who,  with  such  noble  generosity,  welcomed  me 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT.  231 

iHien  I  landed  on  the  hospitable  shores  of  the  countiy  of 
fireemen. 

Gontiniie  to  qae,  dear  captain,  all  your  friendship,  and  ae- 
eept  of  all  the  ezpiessions  of  tne  high  esteem  of  your  most 
thankful  friend, 

B&RNARD,  Brig.  Gen. 

Capt  J.  D,  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy.* 

While  employed  in  surveying  the  coast,  Captain 
Elliott  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  Master  Com- 
mandant to  that  of  Captain  in  the  Navy,  which  post 
he  now  holds ;  his  commission  bearing  the  date  of 
Usich  27, 1818. 
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son  could  be  found  williug  to  perform  such  service. 
Gaptain  Elliott  volunteered  to  locate  one.  Her 
immediately  proceeded  to  New-York,  embarked  in  the 
Revenue  Cutter  Alert,  Captain  Cahoone,  took  the 
light-ship  in  tow  to  Cape  Hatteras  shoal,  anchored  it 
in  a  proper  position,  sent  the  cutter  into  Ocracoke, 
and  remained  on  board  of  the  light-ship  during  three 
gales  of  wind  ! !  He  thus  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  occupying  this  and  similar  positions  with 
lightHships.  The  foUowingletter  from  General  Ber- 
nard, addressed  to  Captain  Elliott  on  the  termination 
of  the  commission  for  the  surveys  ofthe  coast,  shows 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  that  skilful 
officer  and  excellent  man.  Such  a  testimonial  from 
General  Bernard  will  be  deemed  valuable  by  all  who 
knew  hiuL  He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  Na- 
poleon, to  whom  he  was  an  aid  de  camp ;  he  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  our  own  government  during 
the  administrations  of  Presidents  Munroe  and 
Adams,  and,  while  he  remained  here,  of  President 
Jackson ;  and  he  is  now  high  in  the  estimation  ofthe 
French  government,  of  which  he  is  minister  of  war; 
and  he  will  be  affectionately  and  respectfully  remem- 
bered by  every  American  citizen  who  enjoyed  his 
friendship  or  acquaintance  during  his  residence  in  our 
country. 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1823* 
Dear  Captain.-7The  pledge  of  national  gratitude  for  your 
^peat  Hayal:  aenierements,  has  become,  in  my  hands,  a 
pledge  of  our  mutual  friendship.  If  your  glorious  deeds 
assign  you  an  elevated  rank  among  the  American  heroes 
whose  courage  and  genius  will  be  handed  down  to  future 
gienerations,  your  generosity  of  soul  assures  you  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  heart  of  those  who  are  honored  with 
|oaT  friendship* 

The  j^  tmiile  you  presented  me  with  shall  perpetuate  in 
iny  family  your  heroism,  and  also  my  feelings  of  gratitude 
towards  one  who,  with  such  noble-  generosity,  welcomed  me 
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iHien  I  landed  on  the  hospitable  shores  of  the  eoimtiy  of 
fireemen. 
GoDtume  to  qae,  dear  captain,  all  your  friendship,  and  ae- 
-    "  •  of  the  ■  •  '      ^ 


cept  of  all  the  ezpiessions  of  the  high  estedm  of  your 
thankful  friend, 

B&RNARD,  Brig.  Gen. 
Capt  J.  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy." 

While  employed  in  surveying  the  coast,  Oaptain 
Elliott  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  Master  Com- 
mandant to  that  of  Captain  in  the  Navy,  which  post 
he  now  holds ;  his  commission  bearing  the  date  of 
Maich  27, 1818. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


ImpoitntcniiM  on  the  cotM  of  Bnsil  In  1686^  IflU  aiidI8B7. 

In  1825,  Captain  Elliott  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Cyane,  to  cruise  upon  the 
coasts  of  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres.  Ahout  to  leave 
his  residence  at  Carlisle  in  Pennsylvania,  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Cyane  at  New-York,  he  wrote  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  under  date  of  November  6, 1825, 
saying,  "  I  would  be  glad  to  have  a  regularly  ordain- 
ed clergyman  on  board,  which  will  ensQble  the  statutes 
of  the  Navy  to  be  enforced."  This  request  is  one 
proof  among  many  others  that  might  be  cited,  of  the 
attention  uniformly  paid  hy  Captain  EUiott  to  the 
morals  and  deportment  of  those  under  his  command. 
He  has  always  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  the  best  citizens  make  the  best  officers  and  sea- 
men ;  that  those  most  &ithful  to  any  one  of  the  social 
relations,  offer  the  best  guarantees  of  fidelity  to  the 
rest ;  that  those  who  entertain  the  highest  views  of 
private  character,  are  the  most  worthy  of  being  trust- 
ed with  the  honor  or  interest  of  a  nation. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  about  twen- 
ty younff  midshipmen  were  placed  on  board  of  the 
Uyane,  for  the  purpose  of  being  instructed  in  their 
profession  under  the  superintendence  and  guardian- 
ship of  Captain  Elliott  during  the  cniise.  The  con- 
fiding to  him  of  a  trust  so  extremely  delicate  and  re- 
q;)onsibte  as  this,  shows  the  high  estimation  in  which 
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he  was  held  by  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  not  only  as  an  energetic  and  skiUiil  com- 
mander, but  as  a  discreet  and  worthy  man.  He  im- 
mediately requested  Major  Thayer,  the  commandant 
at  West  Point,  to  send  him  some  gentleman  fix>mthat 
establishment,  competent  to  teach  these  youn^  offi- 
cers; in  compliance  with  which  request,  jMajor 
Thayer  recommended  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  U.  S. 
Army.  The  following  extracts  of  two  letters  show 
the  psitemal  and  judicious  manner  in  which  this  trust 
was  executed  by  Captain  Elliott. 

«  U,  S,  Corvette,  Cyane, 
Dec.  86,  1825,  off  Sandy-Hook. 
Sir, — It  is  proper  I  should  here  remark,  for  the  infonna- 
tioQ  of  the  [Mtrents  of  each  young  gentleman  committed  to 
my  care  and  attention,  that  I  shall  place  two  thirds  of  them 
on  the  active  duty  of  the  ship,  in  order  that  their  minds  may 
not  he  abstracted  from  study ;  that  alternately  they  shall  be 
relieyed  every  two  weeks  at  the  commencement,  and  that 
after  they  have  made  some  little  progress,  the  time  will  ba 
extended  to  a  longer  period ;  and  that  the  school  shall  be 
conducted  in  my  cabin,  under  my  own  eye  and  care. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant,    ' 

J.  D.  BLUOTT. 
Hon.  Sam'l  L.  SouTHAap, 
Sec'ry  Navy,  Washington." 

"  U.  S.  Ship  Cyane,  at  Sea,  Jan.  19, 18M. 
Lat  350  iS'  N.— Lon^.  a6»30'  W. 
Sir, — My  school  progresses  in  a  manner  which  meets  my 
entire  approbation,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  Lieut.  Smitn 
of  the  army,  who  has  volunteered  his  services  for  the  occar 
sion.    The  young  gentlemen  are  obedient  and  have  applica- 
tion, and  I  am  well  assured  that  by  the  end  of  the  preaeat 
cruise,  each  one  will  be  enabled  to  amnreciate  fully  your  iii»> 
tive  in  assigning  to  me  the  task  of  their  instruction. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BLUOTT. 
Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard, 
Sec'ry  Navy,  Washington." 
20* 


834  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

He  reached  Pernambuco  on  the  12th  of  Februaiyi 
1826,  and  immediately  signified  his  arrival  to  the 
American  Ck>nsul,  John  T.  Mansfield,  Esq.  and  to  the 
Brazilian  authorities ;  communicating  to  the  latter  the 
friendly  sentiments  entertained  by  the  United  States 
fi)r  the  empire  and  government  of  Brazil.  He  was 
very  politely  received'  by  the  Governor  and  other 
autnorities  of  Pernambuco  ;  and  as  is  usual  on  such 
occasions,  salutes  were  exchanged  between  the  ship 
and  the  batteries  on  shore. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  he  arrived  off  St.  Salva- 
dor, and  immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  the  milita- 
ry commandant  at  Uiat  dty,  offering  a  salute  upon 
condition  that  an  equal  number  of  guns  should  be 
returned;  which  being  readily  assented  to  by  the 
military  commandant,  salutes  were  exchanged.  Two 
days  after,  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  entered  me  harbor 
of  St.  Salvador  in  a  ship  of  the  line,  accompanied  by 
three  frigates.  At  the  moment  of  the  Emperor's  an- 
i:)iorin^,  Captain  Elliott  displayed  tlie  Brazilian  flag 
at  the  fere  of  the  Cyane,  and  fired  a  salute,  which  the 
Emperor  returned  with  an  equal  number  of  guns, 
displaying  at  the  same  time,  the  American  fiag  at  the 
fore  of  his  ship. 

While  he  was  at  St.  Salvador,  or  as  It  is  now  com- 
monly called,  Bahia,  an  incident  occurred  of  very  un- 
j^oasant  character,  and  which  required  and  drew 
firom  him  a  prompt  and  energetic  representation  to 
ttie  Brazilian  government.  While  the  Cyane  was  at 
anchor,  a  slave  trader,  the  Schooner  Tentadora,  luff, 
ed  athwart  her  bows,  caught  her  forward  booms,  car- 
ried away  most  of  them,  feU  on  board  and  hooked 
her  vnain  yard.  While  the  Cyane  was  ei^icating 
herself,  (me  of  her  seamen  fell  firom  the  main  yard  upon 
the  deck  of  the  Tentadora,  and  immediately  expired. 
Captain  ElUott  immediately  represented  the  facts  to 
the  Yiconde  de  Quelus,  GovenuMr  oi  St  Sidv^idor,  who 
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caused  the  schooner  to  be  detained  and  her  captain 
to  be  arrested.  Captain  Elliott,  with  five  of  his  officers 
and  a  seaman,  then  appeared  before  the  judicial  au- 
thorities of  the  place,  and  deposed  to  the  &cts.  The 
Captain  of  the  sdiooner  was  convicted  of  a  premedi- 
tated outrage  upon  the  Cyane,  and  imprisoned,  and 
the  owners  of  trie  Tentadora  were  sentenced  to  make 
indemnity  for  the  injury.  Captain  Elliott,  not  dis- 
posed to  nold  the  owners  responsible  for  this  outrage 
of  their  captain,  remitted  the  claim  to  dama^.  It  is 
but  justice  to  admit  that  the  promptitude  with  which 
the  Brazilian  authorities  proceeded  in  this  case, 
evinced  their  great  desire  to  promote  amicable  re- 
lations with  the  United  States,  Some  of  the  owners 
of  the  Tentadora  had  the  assurance  to  offer  to  Cap- 
tain Elliott  a  bribe  of  $5000,  to  suspend  all  proceed- 
ings against  them,  which,  as  may  be  readily  sup- 
posed, was  indignantly  rejected.  The  energy  and 
decision  of  Captain  Elliott  in  this  case  had  an  ulte- 
rior object.  By  an  old  Portuguese  law,  the  American 
merchants  were  obliged  to  employ  brokers  at  a  com- 
mission of  two  and  a  naif  per  cent,  to  pass  their  mer- 
chandize through  the  Custom  House,  while  the 
British  merchants  had  the  nght,  secured  by  treaty,  to 
be  sureties  for  each  other.  The  American  merchants 
had  presented  a  petition  to  the  emperor  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  Captain  Elliott  was  desirous,  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  energy  in  this  case,  to  show  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  were  not  disposed  to  leave 
its  citizens  to  be  harassed  by  needless  or  unreasonable 
vexations.  The  emperor  replied  that  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  aud 
Great  Britain  should  be  adnaitted  to  the  ports  of  Bra- 
zil upon  unequal  terms. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  he  sailed  from  St.  Salvador 
for  Rio  de  Janeiro,  being  entnisted  by  the  Emperor 
of  Brazil,  as  a  particular  mark  of  his  respect  and  con- 
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fidence,  with  his  despatches  for  the  principal  oiBcem 
*  of  ffoverament  at  the  Brazilian  capital.  Cfn  the  13th 
of  March,  he  arrived  at  Riode  Janeiro,  andimme* 
diately  wrote  to  Mr.  Ragnet,  Charge  des  Affaires  of 
die  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Brazil,  saying  that 
he  had  been  sent  to  cruise  upon  that  coast  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  American  commerce,  and 
communicating  with  the  American  public  agents  on 
shore;  that bemg  destined  further  south,  he  should 
.  stop  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  merely  long  enough  to  take  in 
provisions ;  that  when  he  left  the  United  States,  our 
gjovemment  were  not  informed  of  the  blockade  of  the 
river  La  Plata,  and  that  it  might  be  important  for  him 
to  hear  from  Mr.  Raguet  upon  the  following  points. 
1st,  the  legality  of  this  blockade ;  2d,  the  naval  and 
military  force  employed  in  it ;  3d,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  exclude  from  the  river  the  civil  and  military 
marine  of  other  nations ;  and  4th,  whether  the  force} 
both  by  sea  and  land,  was  sufficient  to  render  it 
effectual  ? 

From  the  reply  of  Mr.  Raguet,  Captain  Elliott  found 
a  state  of  things  which  had  not  been  anticipated  by 
our  government  when  he  left  the  United  States. 
Without  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department,  he 
found  himself,  in  a  Uttle  ship  of  34  guns,  involved  in 
the  question  of  paper  blockades  with  the  Brazilian 
government,  armed  with  a  naval  force  of  about  300 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  reader  will  recollect  that  op- 
position to  this  piratical  principle  of  declaring  a  coast 
m  a  state  of  blockade,  without  a  force  adequate  to 
maintaining  it,  was  a  prominent  point  in  our  disputes 
with  the  French  government  under  Napoleon,  and  in 
our  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Raguet 
with  the  government  of  Brazil,  and  of  Mr.  Forbes, 
then  Charg6  des  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  the  go* 
vemment  of  Buenos  Ayres,  with  Admiral  Lobo,  com- 
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mander  of  the  Brazilian  blockading  squadron,  copies 
of  which  were  respectively  communicated  by  Messrs. 
Raguet  and  Forbes  to  Captain  Elliott,  that  on  the 
21st  of  December,  1825,  Admiral  Lobo  issued  a  mani- 
festo^ declaring  "  all  the  ports  and  coasts  of  the  Re- 
public of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  all  those  on  the  oriental 
»de  of  La  Plata  which  might  be  occupied  by  the 
troops  of  Buenos  Ayres,  subject,  from  that  date,  to  the 
most  rigorous  blockade.  This  blockade  cpmprehend- 
ed  a  coast  extending  over  more  than  twenty  degrees 
of  latitude,  and  was  supported  by  no  marine  force  ex- 
cepting a  single  corvette. 

Thus  apprised  of  the  position  assumed  by  the 
Brazilian  government,  Captain  Elliott  sailed  from 
Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  18th  of  March,  and  on  the  1st 
of  April,  arrived  near  Montevideo.  A  correspondence 
imn^iately  ensued  between  him  and  the  Brazilian 
Admiral,  which  is  here  subjoined,  together  with  his 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  an  extract 
from  his  logbook.  To  these  documents,  which  ex- 
hibit the  character  of  Captain  Elliott  in  bold  relief^ 
the  reader  is  invited  to  give  a  careful  perusal* 

^<  V.  S.  Ship  Cyane^  of  Monte  VideOf 
May  5,  1826. 
Sir, — On  the  18th  March  I  had  the  honor  to  apprise  yon 
of  my  departure  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  I  hare  now  to 
say  that  on  the  1st  April  I  arrived  near  Monte  Video,  after 
a  detention  there  of  two  days  by  head  winds ;  on  the  evening 
of  the  seeond,  I  got  nnder  way  for  Buenos  Ayres,  and  on 
the  following  morning  I  discovered  a  squadron  of  nearly 
thirty  vessels  at  anchor  off  Cape  Antonio,  part  of  whicA 
soon  got  under  way  and  stood  for  the  Cyane.  I  immediately 
altered  my  course  for  the  purpose  of  nearing  them,  when  at 
the  moment  stated  in  the  log-book,  (an  extract  of  which  is 
herewith  enclosed,  marked  A,)  I  was  spoken  by  a  frigate, 
having  a  corvette  and  three  brigs  in  company,  was  ordered 
to  send  my  boat  on  board,  which  demand  was  peremptorily 
refuaed  ;  out  at  the  same  time  I  remarked  that  a  boat  would 
be  receired,  and  which  was  soon  after  sent  alongside.    On 
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ascertaining  the  name  of  the  ship,  I  was  informed  that  the  port 
of  Buenos  Ay  res  was  in  blockade,  and  that  I  coald  not  be  per* 
mitted  to  proceed ;  to  which  I  replied,  that  eyen  if  I  were  to 
admit  their  li^ht  to  proclaim  a  blockade  of  an  extent  (^  coast 
against  a  civil '  marine,  both  English  and  French  vessels 
^war  were  in  the  habit  of  proceeding,  since  the  proclama- 
tion of  it,  almost  daily  to  and  from  Monte  Video  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  as  instanced  both  in  the  British  and  French  corvettes 
Cnasseur  and  Fawn ;  that  I  would  allow  him  thirty  minutes 
to  deliberate  on  his  future  conduct,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  I  should  proceed,  prepMured  to  resist  all  conse- 
quences ;  that  the  flag  I  wore  carried  under  it  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  soil  it  represented ;  that  violated,  the  soil  be- 
came invaded,  and  I  should  defend  the  ship  to  the  last  mo- 
ment ;  that  I  had  a  communication  for  Admiral  Lobo,  which 
he  asked  for,  and  which  I  declined  presenting  until  he 
should  have  returned  from  the  frigate  and  discovered  to  me 
his  true  character.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  named,  I 
hailed  and  asked  if  he  desired  any  further  intercourse,  to 
which  he  replied  that  he  would  be  glad  to  receive  the  letter 
for  Admiral  Lobo,  when  I  remarked  that  it  would  be 
received  by  sending  his  boat  alongside,  which  he  soon  dicL 
and  with  a  polite  message  in  the  offer  of  any  thing  he  haa 
on  board  for  myself  or  the  ship,  and  wished  me  a  pleasant 
passage.  On  presenting  the  enclosed,  marked  B,  I  replied, 
that  I  should  return  in  a  few  days,  and  desired  him  to  say  so 
to  the  admiral ;  that  individually^  as  well  as  the  ship,  we 
were  abundantly  supplied,  and  wished  nothing  hereafter  but 
a  free,  a  liberal  and  polite  intercourse.  I  immediately  made 
sail,  passed  round  his  bow  and  down  the  line,  under  all  the 
canvass  of  the  ship.  On  the  5th  April,  I  reached  the  outer 
roads  of  Buenos  Ayres,  despatched  an  officer  on  shore  with 
the  accompanying  communication,  marked  C,  together  with 
a  message  to  Admiral  Brown  of  their  navy ;  exchanged  sa- 
lutes with  the  military  authority,  as  also  with  the  amniral ; 
and  on  the  morning  tollowing  pud  my  respects  to  the  pre- 
sident of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  the  other  governmental 
authorities,  which  were  kindly  received  and  returned. 

Here  I  discovered  many  Americans  in  distress,  received 
such  of  them  on  board  as  wished  to  come  gtiesU  to  myself 
and  officers,  and  on  the  18th,  I  fi^ot  under  way  and  proceeded 
for  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Lobo,  whom  I  met  on  the  20th ; 
exchanged  honors  with  him,  and  received  the  accompanying 
eommunication,  marked  D,  On  the  following  evening  I 
arrived  at  Monte  Video,  and  exchanged  salutes  with  the 
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autkorities  on  shore.  After  obtaining  a  true  translation  of  Ad- 
miral Lobo's  letter  of  the  6th,  (a  copyr  of  which  is  enclosed, 
marked  E,)  I  replied  to  it  by  communication  marked  F. 

Observing,  previous  to  my  departure  from  Buenos  Ayres. 
in  a  New- York  paper  brought  by  a  brig  which  had  eludea 
the  blockading  torce,  that  Lieut.  Cooper,  in  the  Porpoise, 
had  de[>arted  that  port  for  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  presuming 
he  had  instructions  for  me  definitely  on  the  subject  of  the 
Uockade,  I  deferred  acting  as  previously  intended,  until  I 
could  receive  them.  I  therefore  left  the  subject  open,  taking 
with  me  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  the  absence  of  force,  the  best 
conditions  and  terms  I  could  obtain,  produced  by  a  friendlj 
call  I  made  Admiral  Lobo,  (who  had  just  arrived  from  his 
anchorage  with  his  squadron,  several  of  them  dismasted  in 
a  gale,  which  was  severe  and  lasted  48  hours;)  stating  to 
him  that  the  object  of  my  visit  was  entirely  intended  to  ez*- 
change  our  ideas  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade,  and  the 
effect  to  be  produced  on  our  commerce.  He  remarked  it  was 
not  a  measure  of  his,  but  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Brazil ;  that  he  agreed  with  me  as  to  the  illegality 
of  the  measure,  and,  at  my  suggestion,  would  so  faf  alter 
his  previous  proclamation,  as  to  confine  it  to  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  leaving  open  all  outside ;  and  that  no  vessel  should  be 
captured  on  first  [)resenting  herself  in  the  river ;  when  warned 
ofi^  she  had  the  right  to  enter  any  port  outside.  This  con- 
dition was  preceded  by  a  remark  from  me,  that  I  should  take 
all  the  American  vessels  at  Monte  Video  in  convoy,  and 
protect  them  to  any  port  where  the  conditions  we  required 
(to  constitute  ajregular  blockade)  were  not  complied  vnth. 
On  the  25th  and  27th  April,  I  addressed  him  two  notes,  en- 
closed and  marked  G  and  H.  On  th^  night  of  the  27th, 
Admiral  Brown  appeared  with  his  squadron,  attacked  that  of 
Admiral  Lobo,  leaving  me  as  you  may  readily  suppose,  a  little 
inconvenienced.  I  appeared  one  of  them,  and  when  his  shot 
be^n  to  affect  us,  I  got  under  way  and  separated  about  two 
miles  from  the  combatants  ;  after  a  most  severe  and  despe- 
rate attack  on  the  weathermost  ship,  a  frigate  of  60  guns, 
called  the  Emperatrice,  the  remainder  of  the  squadron  got 
under  way,  and  stood  off,  leaving  the  squadron  of  Brown  in 
close  combat,  who  soon  after  withdrew,  steering  after  the  fleet 
of  Admiral  Lobo.  We  therefore  have  no  information  of  him. 
The  odds,  as  to  ships  and  guns,  are  several  hundred  percent, 
in  favor  of  the  Brazilians,  yet  the  undaunted  spirit  of  Brown 
and  his  followers  seems  to  make  up  the  deficit.  Under  the  . 
impression  that  Admiral  Lobo  would  be  absent  some  time, 
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I  ^eluded  to  await  a  few  days  his  return,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive his  written  note.  On  the  morning  ot  the  4th  inst.  he 
aniyed,  and  I  was  presented  with  the  enclosed,  marked  I ;  I 
replied  by  the  enclosed,  marked  K;  and  received  for  answer 
the  enclosed,  marked  L ;  this  opens  to  us  an  extent  of  coast 
900  miles,  which  has  been  heretofore  considered  in  rigorous 
blockade. 

The  accompanying  communication  marked  M,  is  a  copy 
of  Piy  note  to  the  United  States  Consul  at  Monte  Video 
and  his  reply. 

The  Engush  and  French  nayal  forces  restlessly  acquiesce 
in  the  blocEade  with  evidently  disturbed  feelings ;  they  have 
millions  at  stake  where  we  have  only  pounds.  The  Brazil- 
ians have  a  force  of  250  pieces  of  cannon,  which  is  quite 
enough  to  carrv  into  complete  effect  the  blockade ;  but  its 
energies  are  so  oadly  directed,  that  it  is  evaded  almost  daily 
by  merchant  vessels  of  almost  all  the  various  nations ;  and 
in  order  to  extend  the  same  terms,  that  were  in  the  first  in- 
stance offered  to  vessels  found  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  blockade,  by  Captain  Chnstivalier  of  the 
French  national  bri^  Alacrite,  who  arrived  at  Buenos  Ayres 
on  the  9th  April,  m  a  passage  of  two  days  from  Monte 
Video,  we  are  informed  that  Admiral  Lobo  would  permit 
the  French  ship  Olinde,  which  had  passed  unseen  by  his 
squadron,  to  take  in  a  cargo  with  free  permission  to  depart 
the  port  I  presume  he  wUl  extend  the  same  to  all  nations, 
thereby  directly  encouraging  a  violation  of  his  own  blockade. 

Whilst  Admiral  LoIk>  remains  in  our  nosition,  off  the 
Ortiz,  Admiral  Brown,  with  a  temporarily  ntted  force,  occu- 
pies the  whole  river  La  Plata,  and,  under  the  guns  of  Monte 
Video  and  Colonia,  captures  and  runs  on  shore,  bums  and 
drives  out  and  into  port,  both  the  naval  and  merchant  vessels 
of  his  enemy.  Whilst  he  is  moving  with  great  energy,  his 
government  seem  to  remain  most  completely  inactive,  wait- 
ing, as  I  am  informed,  the  mediation  of  England,  to  close 
the  difference  with  the  Em{)eror  of  Brazil. 

There  are  many  diplomatic  points  in  connexion  with  both 
nations  on  which  I  could  enlai^e,  but  I  refrain,  as  I  presume 
our  accredited  agents  keep  the  government  constantly  ad* 
vised  of  them.  It  may  perhaps  be  proper  to  explain  to  you 
my  motive  in  attempting  the  passage  of  the  B^io  de  la  Plata. 
I  will  briefly  remark,  that  as  I  had  visited  the  capital  of  his 
imperial  majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  in  justice  to  his 
enemy  I  felt  myself  most  imperiously  called  upon,  under 
our  strict  neutral  character,   to  show  the  Cyane  before 
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Bnenos  Ayres,  which,  with  some  risk  to  her,  I  was  enabled 

i  This  eyening  I  shall  depart  hence  for  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
With  great Tespect,  dbc,,, 

J.  b.  ELLIOTT. 
P.  S.  N.  and  O.  are  commiinication»  to  Joshua -Qowen 
tod  John  M.  Forbes,  Esq.  .,.1 

\  The  Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southabd. 

Sec'ry  of  the  Nary,  Washington  City." 

"  U.  8.  Ship  Cyane,  off  Ortiz  Bank. 
ApnlBd,Vm.u 

Sir, — The  undersigned,  commanding  the  U.-.S.  naval 
fbrpe  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  begs  leave  to  ^abmit  for^  the 
'  consideration  of  Admiral  Lobo,  commanding  hisimy^rial 
majesty's  forces  at  the  Rio  de  la  Plata..a  few  remarks  Oft  the 
subject  of  the  blockade,  recently  proclaimed  by  hint,  of'  the 
whole  extent  of  coast  of  the  rejpublic  of  Buenos.  Ay res,^jand 
all  those  on  the  (mental  side  ot  the  La  Plata  ^  an  extent  of 
ne^LtlY  thirty  degrees  of  latitude.  

The  United  States,  jnst  in  her  intercourse  with  the  na- 
tions on  both  sides  ot  the  hemisphere^  wiU  expect,  a  ccfres- 
pondent  return.  She  has  steadfastly  contended  for,  and.  uni- 
formly sustained  the  pointy  that  she  will  not  submit  (Q  the 
terms  of  a  blockade  of  a  whole  coast  of  nearly-  thirty  de^i;rees 
of  latitade.  such  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  set  forth  in 
your,  manifesto  of  the  21st  December  last ;  and  the  under- 
signed begs  leave  to  remark  to  Admiral  Lobo,  that  whilst 
the  United  States  will  observe  a  strict  neutrality  between 
the  parties  in  the  present  contest,  she  will  most  stead&stly 
and  scrupulously  defend  a  point  which  she  has  abeady 
waded  through  a  bloody  but  a  successful  war  in  the  mainte- 
pance  oL  .  <  j 

The  intelligence  of  an  officer  vested  with  the  command 
of  a  force  of  the  magnitude  of  the  present^  it  is  presumed, 
will  induce  him  to  look  into  and  search  for  infonnati0n  of 
those  authorities  which  treat  on  international  l^w,^  and  can 
enlighten  and  illume  the  mind.  He  will  there  have^  brought 
to  his  view  the  terms  <^  the  armed  neutrality  of  1780,  which 
settled  all  those  jjoints  amongst  the  different  £iirQpe&A  nar 
tions.  Great  Bntain,  then  the  most  powerful  of  th^jinari- 
time  nations  In  the  worlds  in  a  convention  with  the  j^pire 
,  of  Russia,  entered  into  in  1801,  stipulated  '4hat  in  oider  to 
determine  what  characterizes  a  blockaded  port,  that  denomi- 
nation  is  only  given  to  a  pOTt  where  there  is,  J>y  theiUspo- 


242  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

sitioDS  of  the  power  that  attacks  it,  with,  ships  stationaiy  or 
sufficiently  near,  an  erident  danger  in  entering."  It  is  need' 
less  to  say  that  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  as  well  as 
the  United  States,  then  the  only  independent  one  of  the 
great  western  world,  never  having  disputed  the  princi- 
ples, could  not  otherwise  regard  it  than  as  the  establish- 
ed line  drawn  between  all.  It  commenced  with  the  pre- 
sent century,  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  it  must  be  so  con- 
sidered at  tnis  time ;  notwithstanding  the  violations  prac- 
tised in  recent  days.  So  satisfied  with  the  correctness  of  this 
principle  was  the  government  of  Qreat  Britain,  that,  in  tfaie 
year  1804,  in  consequence  of  a  remonstrance  made  by  the 
American  government  against  a  declaration  of  a  ffeoeral 
blockade  ^  of  the  islands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,' 
proclaimed  by  the  British  naVal  commander^  o/ders  were 
issued  to  him  ^  not  to  consider  any  blockade  of  these  islands 
as  existing,  unless  in  respect  to  particular  ports  which  may 
be  actualfy  invested,  and  then,  not  to  capture  vessels  bound 
to  such  ports,  unless  they  have  been  previously  warned  not 
to  enter  them.'  The  United  States  wJl  not  acknowledge  a 
blockade  as  valid  against  its  civil  marine,  unless  confined  to 
particular  ports,  each  one  having  stationed  before  it  a  force 
sufficiently  great  to  prevent  the  entry  of  all  vessels  carrying 
materials  to  succor  the  besieged ;  and  no  vessel  shall  be 
seized,  even  in  attempting  to  enter  the  port  so  blockaded, 
till  she  has  been  previously  warned  ofi^  and  the  fact  endors- 
ed on  her  register.  The  undersigned  will  also  avail  himself 
of  this  occasion  to  express  his  regret  that  the  representative 
of  his  imperial  majesty  should  have  found  it  necessary  to 
adopt  a  course,  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  so  well  cal- 
culated to  disturb  the  harmony  and  good  feelings  which 
exist  between  the  two  governments ;  that  whilst  he  has  the 
disposition  to  presefit  to  Admiral  Lobo  an  earnest  of  those 
feelings  <rf  his  goverament,  when  she  stepped  forth  first 
from  among  the  nations  of  the  earthy  in  the  recognition  of 
the  empire  of  Brazil  as  amongst  them, /r66,  sovereign  and 
independent,  he  will  also  insure  him  that  indemnity  will  be 
claimed  for,  and,  if  necessary,  the  undersigned  will  feel  him- 
self called  upon  to  bring  into  operation  thiftt  arm  of  the  na- 
tion's naval  force  placed  subject  to  his  cimtrol,  in  repelling, 
all  improper  encroachments  on  American  vessels,  and  on 
her  maritime  and  neutral  rights.    With  great  respect,  dbc. 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
To  his  Excellency  Don  Jose  Rodrigo  Ferreira 
LoBO.  Vice  Admiral  of  the  forces  of  his  Im- 
perial Majettyi  the  Emperor  of  BraziL'^ 
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*'  On  board  the  Brazilian  Corvette  LiberaL  at  anchor 
in  the  river  La  Plata,  April  6y  1826, 

The  undersigned,  vice  admiral  and  commandant  of  the 
nayal  forces  stationed  in  the  riyer  La  Plata,  informs  the 
ill"Mk  sen'*  J.  D.  Elliott,  commandant  of  the  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  coast  of  Brazil,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived his  letter  of  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  respecting 
the  hlockade  which  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  has 
established  before  all  the  ports  of  the  western  baidL  of  the 
river  La  Plata,  as  well  of  the  eastern  bank  which  are  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  :  these  the  undersigned  intends  to  block- 
ade, and  those  of  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  to  the  bay  of 
Branca ;  and  all  those  which  are  in  Parava  and  Veraguay 
are  to  be  considered  blockaded  by  the  ships  which  cruise  in 
the  river  La  Plata,  because  it  is  the  entrance  to  them ;  and 
in  order  to  blockade  a  port^  it  is  not  necessary  that  one 
should  always  be  in  sight  of  it ;  it  is  sufficient  to  cruise  in 
that  place  ^  which  forms  the  entrance  to  it.— For  example, 
the  undersigned  can  blockade  Buenos  Ayres.  being  east  of 
the  Ortez  and  Chico  Bank ;  and  if  he  shoula  wish  to  pro- 
ceed from  that  place  a^inst  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  undersigned  is  impressed  with  the  friendship  which 
the  cabinet  of  the  United  States  bears  towards  the  empire 
of  Brazil,  and  hopes  not  to  give  here  the  least  motive  for 
dissention  or  misunderstanding  between  the  two  cabinets ; 
and  he  trusts  no  cause  can  offer  why  the  two  cabinets  should 
have  any  disagreeable  discussion,  because  nothing  is  more 
easy  where  there  is  a  good  understanding,  than  to  conform 
to  the  established  laws  of  blockade.  Tne  following  has 
been  the  mode  of  proceeding  with  those  ships  of  foreign  na- 
tions, which  the  undersigned  has  sent  away.  Every  time  that 
I  have  met  ships  of  forei^  nations,  I  have  jcommunicated 
to  them  that  the  ports  of  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres  were 
blockaded,  and  m  their  passports  I  have  made  a  remark  to 
the  same  effect  Until  the  present  time  all  have  submitted 
to  the  blockade,  some  voluntarily,  and  others  with  a  little 
difficulty,  except  one  American  schooner,  which,  after  being 
registered,  entered  the  port  of  Monte  Video  when  she 
cleared  to  double  Cape  Horn  ;  and  after  goinff  out  of  the 
harbor,  she  entered  the  north  channel  and  arrived  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  is  now  a  schooner  of  vTar  belonging  to  the  repub- 
lic of  Buenos  Ayres^  and  is  called  the  Sarandi. 

The  undersigned  ludges  that  he  has  more  than  sufficient 
force  to  blockade  all  the  ports  of  the  river  La  Plata ;  yet, 
until  the  present  moment,  he  has  not  met  any  fc»reign  vessels 
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but  thbae  Wund  to  Buenos  Ayi^5.  AW  thus  far  I  think  I 
haT^  fulfilled  lay  duly  cAt  all  oceasiond,  whether  in'sigbt  of 
Buenos  AyireB  or  at  anirhijr  tt  the  east  endof  Che  banks.'^  By ,. 
principles  abote  established  upon  the  mod^  of  blbckadtng^ 
ports,  e^^frry  vessel  which  shall  Tiolate  the  blockade  aftep  b^  n 
in^dulj'''  warned  of  its  esiatencej  is  liable  to  be  condemiied 
by  establisheti  taws*  '  .'  ,    .   .^ 

The  undersized  judges  that  he  haflrsatisfaptoriiY  anMf^^  ^ 
ed  your  letter  of  the  3d"  of  April  j   if  not,  j€m.  will  have  to 
address  the  impeml  cabinet  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The'  undersized  improves  ihh  opportunity  to  testify  to  - 
hia  Honor*  the  commandant  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United . 
Stales  on  the  coast  of  Brasril^  hU  highest  respect  and  esteem* 
RODRIQO  JOSE  PERR^  LOBO,     '» 
Vice  Admiral  Brazilian  Navy.** 

United  States  Ship  Cyane,  Monte  Tldea^ 
..  :         c[      .  April  25th,  1826*      , 

j^ir, — The  very  frank  and  free  conrersation  I  had  with  • 
yoiiri^itceillency  this 'morning,  has  greatly  reliev^  my  mind 
oif the  subj^dt  of  the  fmtiie^  leading' you  iliteiid  your  bleek-^ 
adh  to' have  bn  tne  Commerce  of  the  United  States ; -and'  I  - 
will  b^  fhtnk  t6  say  that  my  .government  cannot  nor  wiU 
ntk  t(bji$ct  to  the' proclamation  of 'Buenos  Ayres'smd  finsen-- 
dal5efing  in  cibsicbloekadej'and  made  s<>  by  the  force  you  at  pre- 
seilt  have  in*  th^  La  Plata,  leaving  the  outer  coast,  «iMl>tliat  of  <. 
PMfl^olita  Iftnd  the  northern  coast  of  the  Banda  Oriental,  not 
designated.  '    ..  ,      ,•.      .  ,    ..    ,..  . 

With  high  considerations,. ydbe^id^if- /  ; 
;   ^'  /  J.D.ELLIOTT. 

Don  RonaiGO  iosE  Ferheira'  Lobo^ 
Vice'  Admu-aJ!,  BrazUiaA  Navy; 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  ha- 

val  forces  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.^' 

•■  .      .  .«     .    .  .  .         .  ',   I  . 

"  United  States  Ship  Cydne,  Monte  VtdeOy 
'       -  AprU.21tWS2^.    , 

j!Mr,-^TlietindeT8ighed  would  suggest  to  his  Eitcellency/ 
Vice  Admiral  iiobo,'tfae  propriety  or  Our  settling,  previous  to 
8^|>^u^t&ig  at  this  time.'  the  grounds  oh  #hich  the  blockade 
in' the 'river  La 'Plata  snould  be  conducted  in  relation  to  the 
cditt^gtc^'oif  the  United  States;  this  the  undersigned  feels 
well  assured,  will  be  productive  of  a  continuance  of  those 
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hannomoiis  feelings  which  at  present  exist  in  our  respectire 
gOYemments. 

With  high  consideration,  &c.  &c. 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Don  RoDRiGo  Jose  Ferreira  Lobo, 
Vice  Admiral,  Brazilian  Nav^, 
commanding  the  nayal  forces  m 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata." 


''  On  board  the  Corvette  Liberal^  at  anchor,  in  'sight 
of  Monte  Video,  27th  April,  1826. 

Sir, — The  undersigned,  Vice  Admiral,  Commandant  of  the 
naval  forces  of  the  Empire  of  Brazil  stationed  in  the  river 
La  Plata^  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  two  letters  from  Com. 
Elliott  or  the  United  States  frigate  Cyane,  upon  the  blockade 
of  the  ports  of  the  Republic  of  Buenos  Ayres^  as  the  mani- 
festo of  the  undersigned  declares,  and  which  is  approved  by 
his  government : 

To  which  Com.  Elliott  does  not  accede  in  all  its  extent, 
and  only  admits  the  blockade  to  extend  to  Buenos  Ayres 
and  to  Ensenada;  and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  ports  ou^ht  not 
to  be  considered  in  a  state  of  blockade ;  and  upon  this  con- 
sideration the  undersigned  cannot  agree  with  Uom.  Elliott, 
who  claims  that  all  the  other  ports  within,  and  those  out  of 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  should  be  excluded.  The  undersigned 
reminds  Com.  Elliott^  that  he  (Admiral  Lobo)  maintained, 
in  the  conference  which  they  had,  that  all  the  ports  compre- 
hended within  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  that  is,  from  the  Capes 
of  Santa  Maria  and  Santa  Antonio,  were  all  rigorously 
blockaded. 

The  undersized  hopes  he  has  satisfied  Com.  Elliott  on 
this  question ;  if  not,  he  has  onlv  to  direct  him  to  the  court 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  he  vnll  oe  completely^  satisfied. 

The  undersigned  would  not  grant  that  which  would  not 
be  aj^roved.  by  his  government.  This  is  all  which,  on 
this  occasion,  remains  for  him  to  offer  upon  the  subject  in 
question. 

The  undersigned  retains  for  Com.  Elliott  sentiments  of 
the  highest  esteem  and  consideration. 

RODRIGO  JOSE  FERREIRA  LOBO, 
Vice  Admiral,  Brazilian  Navy.** 

21* 
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"  U.  8.  Ship  Cyane,  MgrderrVddeo. 
»^   •• "'       '    -^  -  May  Uh,  1826. 

Sif/^i-^TUe  .lUidetsigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  communication  of  his  Excellency  Vice  Admi^ 
ral  Lobo,  of  the  present  date,  and  p  answer'  he  nas  toteimlHt^ 
that  he  uliderstood  distinctly  from  your  ExcelT^hcy  a  decla- 
ration, at  the  conference  to  which  vbu  allude, '^tft' the 
blockade  you  intended  hereaAer  to  enforce  was  confined' to 
the  ports  within  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  that  the  coast  out- 
ude  was  na  longer  to  be  considered  as  in  blockade.  This  was 
autso  the'  understanding  of  Ms* 'dfflce^,'  lirho  had  conference 
with  your  Excellency^  th6  succeeding  day. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  &c.  dbe. 
f '^       ^  (Signed)  J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Ddn  R^bRrob' Jose  FcnkEtRA  Lobo, 
'Tlce  A'dnJiifi^l,  commandii^  the 
*B/azil{^n  forces  at  the  Rio  de 
laPlata." 

"  On  hoard  the  Corvette  Libertd,  at  anchor,  tnfnont  of 
J  ^^      '  '       ^'       Monte  Video,  4ihMaf,lS2^. 

1  nate  received  your  nole  of  this  day  cx>neeming  Ihe  pom 
wluch  are  considered  as  rf porously  blockaded ;  they  are 
ffiope  which  are  within  the  Eher  LaPIata^  from  Cape  San* 
Ja  Maria  iand  St-  Antonio,  as  Tvell  as  the  western  and  eastern 
M^ks  of  the  rlVer,  except  Monte  Video;  and  thia  was  always 
tpe  understanding  which  !  had  in  the  coufereuce  With  your- 
plf^  and  no  otiier  forth;  and  if  you  ha?e  undersiood  it  in 
iitt)f  other  manner,  1  ata  not  culpable  for  it,  because  I  have 
me'misfcrturie  of  hot  trridetstanding  y^our  language.  I  can- 
not be  Te^ponsible  for  the  tntstakes  which  the  interpreters 
Spfne^itiiea  ma^  iDakel 

^  You  are  aware  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  haying  approved 
py  rnaiiifesto :  it  is'  not  in  tny  poWer  to  destroy  what  has 
^^een  publisheia,  and  1  hafe  endeavored  not  a  little  to  con- 
sid*^r  only  in  rigorous  blockade  the  ports  which  1  hare  men* 
tioned  above  ^  '  '  1 1  '  ,    - .  -» 

I  haY£,imnarted  to  you  all  which  offers  itself  on  this 
subject.'^"^^^^"-'^-*   - 

I  remain  yoprd,    '\^'  '  '' ^  '•  •*  ^-^i 

Withlnttch'ebnsMerafion  6nd  esteem. 

RODRIGOIOSE  FERR^  LOBO- 
Vice  Admiral,  Brazilian  Navy»" 
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^p.  ./ .  \Mm,i:K^jm.^  , 

kTrlThere  15.  slUl  Qtve  lettef  pfK^yom  Ejtcdlency  t^ 
^^Jii  fed  called  upon  tp,rep(y,_  m  faking  leave  of  the  sub- 
]^t  we  have.Jipduttdtajdiacussioft.  1  will  briefly  remarfc 
ti»t,tiiitv^  nor  yer^e^nAhe  gro\in^s.-oa  whipJi  Wb  luiperial 
I^^jesty  presents. the  J usticij; of  > is  bloqkades  of  the  extent 
yoai  set  fortb  in  answer  to  my  note  of  thje  3d  ult*5  secojia| 
tkat  because,  some  of  the  European  powers  have  ^^tlempted 
to  in  trod  lice  a.  system  moat  pernicious,  to  tlie  commerce  of 
Bpn-beliige rents,  the  justice  of  similar  ^c lions  on  tW  part  of 
que  of  tUe  youngest  governments  on  ibis  side  of  the  hemi- 
sphere can  oy  no  means  he  made  apparent*  tf  there  is  au- 
thority, I  should  he,gla4  to  see  it,  and  will  submit  for  your 
further  considemtion  some  other  On  the  subject  of  blpckadej 
which  is  new  to  us  on  this  aide  of  the  water^  ^nd  retjuires 
l^reat  circumspection  in  the  in  trod  MC  lion  of  a  a  v  stem,  which^ 
m  the  end,  may  he  quoted  and  used  successfully  against  us. 
The  following  i$  of  British  origin,  strenglheDed  b^  refer- 
ence to  those  able  writers  on  international  Ikw,  Grotius  and 
Vattel. 

,  *  It  is  under  this  iinpreasion  that  tribunals  of  the  law  of 
nations,  before  iliey  have  eo  forced  the  provisions  of  a  bloc  le- 
ad e,  have  uniformly  required  it  to  be  established  by  clear 
^d  tinequivocal  evidence;  first,  thai  the  party  proceeded 
against  ha^  had  due  notice  of  the  existence  of  the  bloctade, 
and  secondly,  tliat  the  squadron  allotted  for  the  purposes  of 
its  execution,  was  fully  competent  ,to  cut  oiff|^ll  common ica- 
lion  with  the  interdicted  port.  These  potnis  hare,  been 
deemed  so  indispensably  requisite  to  the  existence  of  a  legal 
.blockade J  that  the  failure  of  either  of,  them  has  been  held  to 
amount  to  an  entire  deference  of  the  measure ;  .  and  this 
even  in  causes  where  the  notification  of  It,  has  issued  imme- 
diately from  the  fountain  of  supreme  authoritv.'— CAiTrty 
on  BdUf^treni  Powers  afid  Neutral  Rights,  Boston  edi- 
tion, pages  121^,  131-2. 

The  blockade  must  not  only  have  been  declared  hy  com- 
petent auihority,  but  must  be  also  an  actually  exist thg  block:- 
ade.  A  blockade  is  there  only  to  be  considered  as  actually 
exia.ting{  when,  t^r '  is  *«  power  to  enforce  iL  >^|/)k^.  S  The 
Very  notjot^of  1^  G!On^p\ete  blopkade,''Said  Sir  Wjlliam  Scott  in 
.lkeoi»8^-of  fte,ateTl,*  Vi^clu4i5s  ,>jia|; Ae  .^S^^^ 
can  apply  its  power  to  every  pomt  of  the  blockaded  state. 

*  M ercnnns,  1  Bob.  Rep.  80. 
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If  it  cannot,  there  is  no  blockade  of  that  port  where  its  power 
cannot  be  orooght  to  bear.'     We  find^  however,  from  the 
Molke,"^  that  ^  it  is  not  an  accidentad 


of  the  Frederick 
absence  of  the  blockading  force,  nor  the  circumstance  of  be- 
ing blown  off  by  wind,  Qf  the  sU8|)ensiDn  and  the  reason  of 
the  suspension  are  known,)  that  will  be  snlficient  in  law  to 
remore  a  blockade.^  But  if  the  relaxation  happen  not  bf 
such  accidents  as  these,  but  by  mere  remissness  of  the 
cruisers  stationed  to  maintain  the  blockade,  (who  are  too  apt, 
by  permitting  the  passage  of  some  vessels,  to  give  fairgrounds 
to  others  for  supposing  the  blockade  concluded,)  then  it  is 
impossible  for  a  court  of  justice  to  say  that  the  blockade  is 
actually  existing.  '  It  is  in  yain,'  said  Sir  William  Scott 
in  the  case  of  the  Jufiron  Marid  Schroeder,t  '  for  govern- 
ments to  impose  blockades,  if  those  employed  on  that  ser- 
vice will  not  enforce  them;  the  inconvenience  is  very  great,  and 
spreads  far  beyond  the  individual  case ;  reports  are  eagerly 
circulated  that  the  blockade  is  raised ;  foreigners  take  advan- 
tage of  the  information,  the  property  of  innocent  persons  is 
euLsnared,  and  the  honor  of  our  own  coun^  is  involved  in 
the  mistake.'^  This  was  decided  in  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  February,  1792. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  considered  as  travelling  a  little  out  of  the 
strict  path  of  my  duty  as  a  naval  commander,  when  I  pre- 
sent for  your  information  these  authorities  on  international 
law ;  but  when  one  feels  disposed  not  to  call  forth  unplea- 
sant discussion  with  our  respective  governments,  there  is 
always  a  hope  when  light  can  be  shed,  and  this  reference 
seems  to  meet  the  present  case  at  issue. 

I  did  not  expect  you  would  have  introduced  the  case 
c^  the  Qrace  Anne  ;  it  is  one  to  which  you  may  have  sup- 
posed I  had  an  allusion  in  the  closing  paragraph  of  my 
communication.  She  was  a  trading  vessel  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  from  one  of  its  ports  destined  for 
Buenos  Ayres.  Since  the  receipt  of  your  note,  the  particulars 
of  her  case,  as  well  as  those  or  the  origs  Henry  of  Portland, 
and  the  Joseph  of  BostooL  have  been  presented  to  me  through 
an  official  source.   The  former,  it  appears,  was  taken  foicible 

•  1  Rob.  Rflp.  8Si  1  Rflp.  93,  94, 147,  156 1  1  Aeton'sRep.  69. 

t  4  Rob.  Rq>.  M ;  1  ActoiL  64-66 ;  Ld.  Erskine's  Speech,  8th  March, 
180a_on  the  orders  in  couneO,  10  Cobbett's  Pari.  Deb.  949,  60. 

t  Rob.  Rep.  166 ;  ibid.  168, 159 ;  1  Acton's  Rep.  69.  See  also  Dr. 
PMIhinore  on  License  Trade,  62,  in  notes. 
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possessioii  of,  off  the  Ortiz,  by  ydxa  squadron,  brootflit  backio .  1 
Monte  Video,  and  there  detained  tl^ree  days  as  a  pnzeyjaQd^at . 
the  saq^tipi^  the^asterwas  denied  all  opportunity  of  hay- 
ing intercourse  with  the  shore,  or  of  communicating  with  the 
U.  S.  Consul ;  and  she  was  farther  detained  fulftli^ee  weekr* 
in  your  possession,  on  the  pretext  that  she  had  more  goo4» 
on  Doard  than  was  stated  in  the  manifest  of  her  eargo.    The  1 
Henry  was  also  boarded  off  Buenos  Ay  res,  the  vessel  ov«r-I 
hauled  J  the  mate  and  one  of  the  seamen  most  cruelly  beat- 
en ;  and  the  Joseph  was  also  taken  possession  of  off  Montp-; 
Tideo,  ihere  .lield,  the  yessel  drifted  about  by  the  currenlj  ^ 
and  relurned  tp  the  ma&ter,  her  ffeo^aphical  position  nol^ 
then  known,  and  was  eventually  lost  on  t|ie  Paglish  Bank.*^^ 
These  points  are  presented  for  your  explanation.     I  will  fur<^ 
ther  beg  leave  to  i^amarlt  to  your  Excellency,  it  has  always*' 
been  admitted  that  when  a  blockade  is  established  first  on 
lawful    principles,  a  trading  vessel  has  a  right  to  present^ 
herself  before  any  force  there,  to  be  warned  not  to  enter  the" 
port  j.  ^houM  a  further  attempt  be  made,  she  may  be  taken  ' 
possession  of,  and  under  the  forms  of  a  trial  be  condemned/" 
It  becomes  a  mattei  on  which  the  vessel  and  cargo  is  forfeit-' 
ed,    .  1  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  perceive  bow  your  ^Ttiel- 
lenoy  ean  believe  your  force  statione4  in  the  blockade  of  all"* 
the  ports  of  the  Rio  de  Plata  according  to  maritime  priii-^^ 
ciples,  being,  In  a  line  parallel  to  a  shore  distant  on  one^ 
side  tliirty.  niiles  ^d  on  the  o titer  seventeen^  and  from  the* 
three  most  important  ports  more  than  one  hundred  miles— ;^ 
commanding  the  space  between  ybu^  buoys.  Where  vessels ' 
may  piiss  and  repass  unseen  at.  f heir  pleasure  |  iustat^ced  in" 
ihe  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres  whilst  my  shin  la);  there,  of  an ' 
American,  of  a  French^  and  of  two  Englisn  brig^j  &11  richly^ 
ladtn.  r:  .^   -i        >, 

Possessed  of  a.  (fleet  of  nearly  fifty  sail  wearing  the  flag* 
of^htfl  Cm^rial  JM^jesty,  and  now  in  the  La  Flata^  AdmiraT'' 
Browji,>fi»HL  a  declared  blockaded  port,, with  a  letnpbrafily^' 
fitl^  tforoei  ofvionly  six   vessejs,,  passes*  and   repasses   at,* 
pl^Ujne  in  your  presence,  and  :witbin  twenty  nicies  of  you,* 
attars  and  (Captures  at  Caliuia  and  Mpnte  Video,  both  his 
Iioperial  Majesty's  vessels  of  war  and  also  those  of  his  sub- 
jeots«  this'faot  13.  instanced  in  the  arrival,  within  the  space 
of  six  day 8^  of ,  six  priies  a  t  Buenos  A  y re  s . 

V(c>n<i?loaing  thiS)  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  cat r  your;.. 
Efl^^ll^ncy's  uttQi^tion  to  his  former  communication ^  settiii^ 
forth  the  views  of  his  government  on  the  subject  of  block' 
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ade,  and  trasts  they  will  meet  with  the  entire  approbation  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty. 

With  high  considerations,  dbc. 

J.  D.  ELLIOT. 
Don  Rodrioo  Jose  Farro  Lobo, 
Vice  AdmL  Comdg.  the  Brazi- 
lian forces  at  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata." 

"  At  8  A.  M.  moderate  pleasant  weather ;  at  9,  discover- 
ed the  vessels  at  anchor  anead  to  be  the  Brazilian  blockad- 
ing squadron,  about  10  miles  E  S  E  of  the  S  E  end  of  the 
Ortiz  bank;  at  9  30,  observed  five  vessels  of  war  under 
weigh,  standing  towards  us ;  at  10,  made  them  to  be  one  fri- 
gate, one  corvette  and  three  brigs ;  prepared  for  battle  and 
showed  our  colors ;  at  11  shortened  sail  to  the  topsails,  and 
hauled  up  for  the  Brazilian  squadron  under  weigh ;  at  11  30, 
the  fri^te  was  on  the  lee  beam  at  about  150  yards  distance, 
two  brigs  on  the  lee  bow,  the  other  a  little  on  the  weather 
quarter,  and  the  corvette  astern  and  to  leeward ;  at  11  40, 
hailed  the  frigate  and  asked  her  name ;  answered,  '  His  Im- 
perial Majesty's  frigate  Maria  da  Gloria.'  The  name  of  our 
ship  was  then  asked  and  given,  succeeded  by  a  demand 
that  a  boat  should  be  sent.  This  demand  v^s  peremptorily 
refused  by  Captain  Elliott,  adding  that  a  boat  should  never 
be  sent  from  his  ship,  although  one  would  be  received ;  ob- 
served the  guns  or  the  frigate  trained  and  tompions  out ; 
kept  the  larboard  guns  on  the  main-deck  manned  for  the  fri- 
gate, and  her  consorts  on  the  lee  bow,  and  manned  the  star- 
board quarter-deck  guns  for  the  brig  on  the  weather  quarter ; 
observed  the  brig  on  the  weather  shortly  after  drop  astern ; 
at  11  45,  received  a  boat  from  the  frigate  and  brig  with  two 
officers,  who  were  introduced  to  Captain  Elliott  in  his  cabin, 
by  whom  he  was  informed  that  the  port  of  Buenos  Ay  res' 
was  blockaded,  and  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  proceed. 
To  which  he  replied  that,  if  even  he  were  to  admit  their 
right  to  proclaim  the  blockade  of  an  extent  of  coast  against 
a  civil  marine,  he  could  not  against  neutral  vessels  of  war  j 
that  both  English  and  French  vessels  of  war  were  io  the 
habit  of  proceeding,  almost  daily,  to  and  from  Monte  Video 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  as  instanced  both  in  the  British  and 
French  corvettes  Fawn  and  Chasseur ;  that  he  would  allow 
him  thirty  minutes  to  deliberate  on  his  future  actions,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  would  proceed,  prepared  to 
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resist  all  consequences ;  that  the  flag  he  wore  carried  under 
it  the  soyereigntjr  of  the  soil  it  represented ;  that  yiolated, 
the  soil  became  invaded ;  and  that  he  should  defend  his  ship 
to  the  last  moment.  Captain  Elliott  further  observed  to  the 
officer,  that  he  had  a  communication  for  Admiral  Lobo, 
which  was  re<}uested.  Captain  Elliott  declined  giving  it  to 
the  officer  until  he  returned  from  his  frigate  and  discovered 
her  true  character.  At  12,  the  Brazilian  boats  left  the  ship ; 
during  all  this  time  the  weatherly  position  of  the  ship  was 
maintained,  and  every  other  precaution  taken  to  resist,  with 
effect,  an  attack  from  the  squadron,  which  appeared  to  be 
meditated ;  at  12  20,  hailed  the  frigate  to  know  if  they  had 
any  further  communication  to  make ;  they  answered  by  ask- 
ing if  Captain  Elliott  would  send  the  Admiral's  letters  and 
papers:  yes,  was  the  reply,  if  vou  will  send  a  boat;  at 
12  45^  a  boat  came  alongside- for  letters  and  papers  for  the 
Admiral,  with  the  comptij^aents  of  the  commanding  officer  to 
Captain  Elliott,  tendering  every  civility,  and  offering  any 
supplies  he  might  be  in  want  or,  with  his  best  wishes  for  a 
speedy  and  pleasant  passage  to  Buenos  Ayres:  Captain 
Elliott  returned  his  compliments  and  thanks,  adding  that 
his  ship  was  abundantly  supplied  with  every  necessary,  and 
that  all  he  wanted  was  a  free  and  generous  intercourse  with 
all  nations,  concluding  with  an  offer  to  be  the  bearer  of  any 
communication  the  commanding  officer,  or  any  other  in  the 
squadron,  might  have  to  make  with  Buenos  Avres ;  at  1.  the 
Brazilian  boat  departed ;  bore  up,  passed  within  hail  ot  the 
Brazilian  squadron  along  their  Ime ;  made  all  sail  for 
Buenos  Ayres." 

The  Cyane  mounted  34  guns,  and  was  surrounded 
by  a  Frigate,  a  Corvette  and  three  Brigs,  and  yet  pre- 
pared for  battle ! !  Had  he  any  reason  to  expect  an 
attack  ?  He  was  already  informed  of  the  paper  block- 
ade of  two  thousand  miles  of  coast,  of  the  Brazilian 
force  off  Monte  Video,  and  of  the  pretensions  advan- 
ced by  the  Brazilian  government.  Being  then  in 
the  midst  of  a  Brazilian  force  much  greater  than  his 
own,  he  certainly  had  reason  to  expect  an  attack,  if 
he  showed  any  intention  of  disregarding  the  blockade ; 
and  he  certainly  showed  a  disposition  to  resist,  by  refus- 
ing to  send  his  boat  to  the  Brazilian  Admiral^s  ship. 
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.«  On  being  infornoue^  that  he  could  npt  be  permitted  to 
^  |)]^oceed,  he  Y^pH^  to  the  comikiaiider  of  fivertships, 
;   one  prtliem'  bein^a  hedty^  FVigs(tb,  Hieiy  he  ti>ikM 
!cV^^V^**V4y/    This  was  bold  laiigU^  to  be  cast 
i.  m  de&nce  from.a  l,ittlp  Corvette  of  34  guns, ^against 
a  Frigate,  a  Corvette  and  three  Brigs  t .  A  coward^  or 
'  evitti  a  doiiimander  who  would'  fight  well  upon  e^al 
;  teWis^oi'  t^^ith  odds  somewhat  against' him,  Njrould 
l^'  have  complied  with  the  demand  to  send  his  bbat  to 
^i  tha  blocl^ading  squadron,  would  have  turned  away 
^'  frotii  the  blockaded  coast,  and  represented  the  a&ir 
^    to  his  governtnent.    But  Captain  Elliott  is  '^mmle  of 
,",  sterner  stuff"  tha^  to  yield  a  point  of  national  r^ht 
or  honor  to. what  he  deems  unjust  pretenisidns,*  by 
whatever  force  such  pretensions  may  be  asscrted^He 
remembered  the  case  of  Commodore  Biddle  at  Cadiz. 
Commodore  Biddle  had  been  sent,  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean in  the  Macedonian  Frigate,  in  the  summer  of 
\    J823,  having  on  board  Mr.  Kelson,  our  minister  to 
^    Spain,  and  Mr.  Rodney,  our  minister  to  Buenos  Ayres. 
'    His  instmctions  firom  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  were,  that  he  should  proceed  to  Cadiz  and  land 
^,  Mr.  TNelson  tfiere,  if  that  port  should  be  open,  or  if 
the  F^rench  squadron  then  understood  to  be  blockad- 
ing it  should  permit  him  to  pass ;  but  that  if  the 
J  ,;  French  commander  should  refuse  a  passage,  he  should 
^  proc^  to  Gibraltar,  land  Mr.  Nelson  mere,  to  ^d 
f ..  nis  way  to  the  Spanish  Court  by  land,  and  then  sail 
., ,  witii  M&r.  Rodney  tj6  Buenos  Ayres.    Commodore  Bid- 
^j.^.dJLe,  thus  bound  by  his  instructions,  claimed  the  right 
...  to^ent^r,  but  being  refused  permission  \^  the  French 
...  coounander,  very  reluctantly  went  to  Gibraltar.  ^lad 
^  . .  not  this,  gallant  officer  been  bound  by  positive  instruc- 
4-  ,,tioi^s,  he  wpuld  doubtless  have  insisted  on  Jtg'hting' 
; :-,  Aw  waj^  .  That  he  could  fiffht,  and  gallantly  too,  is 
.,  proved  by  his  capture  ^f  the  British  sloop  of  war 
,i,   Pepguiiv  while  commanding  the  Hornet,  ii^  March 
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1816.  Thus  wad  surrendered  a  great  principle  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  which  declares  that  the  port  of  a  bd- 
ligerent  cannot  be  blockaded  against  the  national 
ships  of  a  neutral  power.  Very  fortunately  for  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  nation,  the  hands  of  Cap- 
tain Elliott  were  not  tied  by  his  instructi<Mis.  The 
only  instructions  which  he  received  were — ^to  do  no- 
thing that  would  in  the  slightest  d^ree  compromit 
the  honor  or  interest  of  the  nation.  Be  remembered 
this  case  of  Commodore  Biddle,  and  was  resolved  that 
so  fiir  as  he  could  i^revent  it,  a  similar  precedent 
should  not  be  established  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
He  was  resolved  to  maintain  the  honor  of  our  flag^ 
or — ^perish !  Had  he  left  the  coast,  six  months  at 
least  would  have  elapsed  before  he  could  have  re- 
turned to  the  United  States,  and  a  force  sufficient  to 
resist  this  illegal  blockade  could  have  been  sent  to 
Buenos  Ayres ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  our  commerce 
in  the  river  La  Plata  would  have  been  totally  sus- 
pended. But  by  his  energy  and  resolution,  he  not 
only  saved  the  property  of  his  fellow  citizens,  but 
successfully  resisted  a  pretension  completely  at  vari- 
ance with  the  laws  of  nations,  and  which  in  part  pro- 
duced the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

It  is  here  proper  to  state  what  the  reader  may  con- 
sider very  remarkable.  The  Cyane  was  fitted  out  for 
one  year's  service,  and  on  the  expiration  of  the  year, 
Captain  Elliott  was  relieved  by  Captain  Biddle  in  the 
Frigate  Macedonitin.  He  was  furnished  with  a  new 
set  of  instructions,  which,  had  they  been  known  bv 
the  Brazilian  government,  would  have  undone  au 
that  had  been  accomplished  by  Captain  Elliott. 

Having  thus  asserted  the  right  of  a  neutral  power 
to  enter  a  blockaded  port  with  a  national  ship,  he  sail- 
ed directly  for  Buenos  Ayres,  and  arrived  there  on  the 
6th  of  April,  1826.  He  immediately  signified  his  ar- 
rival to  Mr.  Forbes,  the  American  Charge  d'affaires  at 
22 
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Boenos  AyreSj  to  Admital  Brown,  commander  of  the 
^enos  Ayirean  naval  forces^  and  to  the  military  cxMh 
mandant  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  exchanged  salutes 
withthe  two  last  on  equal  terms.  While  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  he  was  enabled  to  perform  a  signal  service  to 
Oaptain  Pullen  of  the  Brig  Mohawk^  from  Baltimore. 
This  gentleman,  having  very  ingeniously  eluded  Ad- 
miral Lobo's  blockading  squadron,  reached  Buenos 
Ayres  with  a  valuable  ship  and  cargo,  which  he  soU 
to  the  Buenos  Ayrean  government  for  $70,000.  Ad- 
miral Lobo  declared  that  on  Captain  Pullen's  return, 
he  should  receive  a  flogging  at  the  gang  way  of  the 
Brazilian  flag  ship.  He  applied  for  protection  to 
Captain  Elliott,  who  received  him  and  his  pr<q)erty 
on  board  of  the  Cyane,  under  an  agreement  to  receive 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  transportation  of  his 

Specie,  attended  him  on  shore  at  Monte  Video,  saw 
1  his  business  transacted,  and  when  oflF  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro in  May  following,  placed  him  on  board  of  an 
American  ship.  On  leaving  the  Cyane,  Captain 
Pullen  tendereJi  to  Captain  Elliott  the  commission  of 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  allowed  by  law  to  the  com- 
manders of  our  national  ships  for  the  transportation 
of  specie.  Captain  Elliott  replied  that  he  found  a 
countr3rman  in  distress,  and  had  a  suflicient  reward 
in  the  pleasure  of  relieving  him ;  and  tore  up  the  bill 
of  lading  of  the  specie  and  threw  it  overboard. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June,  he  sailed  from  Rio  de 
Janiero,  in  company  with  the  corvette  Boston,  undsr 
conunand  of  Captain  Hoffman,  on  a  second  expedi- 
tion to  the  La  Plata.  While  leaving  the  port,  he  was 
visited  by  an  officer  of  the  Impenal  Army,  saying; 
that  a  deserter,  an  Austrian  soldier  in  the  Brazilian 
service,  was  on  board.  Believing  that  the  man  was 
not  on  board,  he  replied  that  he  could  not  be  detain- 
ed, but  that  if  the  man  should  be  found,  he  should  be 
sent  on  shore  upon  the  iMum  of  the  ship  to  Rio  de 
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Janwo.  He  was  tlmi  infonned  that  the  ship  most 
b^  detained  within  the  batteries  until  die  man  was 
delivered  up.  He  replied  that  no  detention  whatever 
would  be  submitted  to.  When  two  days  out,  he  dis- 
covered a  defect  in  his  mainmast,  which  compelled 
him  to  return.  Soon  after  sailing,  he  had  discovered 
this  Austrian  soldier  on  board,  and  resolved  to  de- 
liver him  up  on  the  ship's  arrival ;  but  knowing  that 
the  punishment  of  death  would  be  inflicted  on  the 
man,  if  delivered  unconditionally,  he  stipulated  for 
his  pardon  and  personal  safety.  This  led  to  the  fol- 
lowing correspondence  between  Captain  Elliott  and  the 
commander  of  the  corps  to  which  the  soldier  belonged* 

^'Monsieur  le  Commandant  : — Still  more  conyinced  of  the 
nobleness  of  your  sentiments,  from  the  honorable  manner 
in  which  you  nave  just  acted,  it  is  with  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion I  give  you  the  assurance  that  from  personal  respect  to 
you,  tb^  soldier  Schemir,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  battalion, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  shall  not  be  pupished. 

ISp  person  can  be  more  certain  than  myself,  that  neither 
by  your  command,  nor  the  design  of  any  other  of  the  rtty 
much  esteemed  Amedcin  officers,  will  any  Brazilian  soldier 
be  induced  to  desert :  on  the  contrary,  you  have  given  me  a 
sufficient  example  of  your  disapprobation  of  such  conduct 
in  the  circumstances  which  have  just  occurred,  and  which 
would  not  have  taken  place  but  for  the  acts  of  a  oad  subject, 
of  whom  the  person  to  whom  they  principally  relate  was 
formerly  the  domestic. 

Receive.  Sir,  the  assurance  of  the  highest  ccmsideraticm 
with  whicn  I  huve  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  humble  and  ob't  ser'vt 

Le  CHEVALIER  ED  WD  d^EWALD, 
Major  Commanding  the  3d  Regiment 

of  the  Grenadiers  and  Ist  of  the  I^nie. 

10th  July,  1826." 

"C.  S*  Ship  Cyane,  Bio  de  Janeiro, 
July  \2th,  1826. 
My  Dear  Sir:— Your  highly  gratifying  favor  of  the  lOth 
just.  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  and  now  have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge. 
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'the  generous  manner  with  which  yon  met  my  interces- 
sion in  behalf  of  the  man  who  had,  unknown  to  me^  secreted 
himself  in  my  ship,  tends  greatly  to  enhance  the  already 
jastly  high  opinion  I  had  entertained  of  the  German  cha- 
racter. 

The  high  military  reputation  with  which  you  have  so  no- 
Uv  existed  in  honorable  combat,  and  the  promptness  with 
which  your, heart  has  been  opened  in  extendmg  the  hand  both 
<^  charity  and  forgiveness  to  a  poor  soldier^  must  leav^ 
you  in  possession  of  a  feeling  more  easily  imagined  than 
described. 

Receive  therefore  my  best  wishes. 

And  permit  me  to  subscribe, 
Truly  your  friend, 
(Signed)  J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Chevalier  Edwaro  d'  Ewald, 
Major  Commanding  the  3d 
Regiment  of  Grenadiers  and 
1st  of  the  Line." 

On  his  arrival  at  Monte  Video  in  the  latter  part  of 
December,  1826,  he  learned  that  the  Armstrong,  the 
Pactolus  and  Homer,  three  American  vessels,  the 
two  former  belonffing  to  Boston,  the  other  to  Balti- 
more, and  bound  for  Buenos  Ayres,  were  detained  by- 
Admiral  Pinto  Guedes,  commander  of  the  Brazilian 
Blockading  Squadron.  He  immediately  addressed  a 
note  to  the  Admiral,  inquiring  upon  what  pretext 
these  vessels  were  detained.  The  Admiral  replied 
that  he  considered  them  lawAil  prizes,  they  having 
cleared  from  Santos  in  Brazil,  for  Valparaiso,  ana 
yet  attempting,  with  Brazilian  produce  on  board,  to 
enter  Buenos  Ayres,  an  enemy's  port,  and  blockaded; 
but  that  he  had  given  orders  for  their  release  before 
the  reception  of  Commodore  Elliott's  note;  he  bein^ 
willing  to  suppose  that  they  might  have  received 
some  erroneous  information  about  the  raising  of  the 
blockade,  and  therefore  sailed  for  Buenos  Ayres  under 
incorrect  impre$sions  of  the  existing  state  of  things. 
He  then  set  forth  some  views  upon  the  subject  of 
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blockade,  and  the  right  of  ships  of  war  to  sm^ 
the  merchant  vessels  of  neutral  nations,  jbr  eontsra-^ 
band  articles.  Captain  Elliott  replied  by  polit^y 
acknowledging  the  promptitude  with  which  be  bad 
q)ontaneously  released  Uiese  vessels,  and  by  waiving 
any  discussion  upon  the  subject  of  neutral  rights,  h^ 
beinff  only  an  Executive  officer  of  the  United  Stale& 
add  having  already  settled  such  points  with  Adminii 
Lobo,  the  predecessor  of  Admiral  Pinto  Gued^s, 
Thus,  by  his  firmness  and  enei^,  did  he  a  second 
time  protect  the  conunerce  of  the  United  States 
against  unfounded  pretensions. 

In  this  n<^gotiation,  Captain  Elliott  disjdayed  no 
little  address.  The  Brazilian  Government  might 
have  insisted  upon  retaining  Uiese  vessels  as  lawftd 
prizes;  for  as  Buenos  Ayres  was  then  a  blockaded 
port,  their  attempt  to  enter  it  was  a  violation  of  belli- 
gerent right.  Their  havix^  sailed  from  a  Brazilian 
port  without  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  was  no  ejc* 
case ;  and  their  having  cleared /or  a  neutral  port,  and 
then  carrpng  their  cargoes  to  the  port  of  a  belligerent 
at  war  with  Brazil,  was  an  aggravation  of  their  case. 
But  Captain  Elliott  wished  to  concede  no  point  that 
could  afterwards  be  used  as  a  precedent  against 
American  vessds;  bis  object  being  to  protect  our 
commerce.  He  therefore  very  adroitly  waived  att 
diacussion  upon  neutral  and  belligerent  rights,  and 
applied  for  the  release  of  these  vessels  as. an  m^ 
ecutwe  officer.  Admiral  Pinto  Guedes  doubtless  inr 
ferred  that  the  very  points  upon  which  he  would  have 
insisted  in  discussion  upon  national  rights,  had  bejen 
conceded  to  Captain  Elliott  by  bis  pisedecessor^  Ad- 
miral Ixibo. 

The  mainmast,  to  repair  which  be  had  returned 

i^er  bein^  two  dajrs  out  from  Rio  de  Janeiro^  waa 

tjAken  to  me  Emperor's  dock  yard.    The  Enpyie^qr^ 

wJio  was  rem^kable  for  the  close  pe^osonal  attentii^i 

22* 


26d  LtPE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTf. 

which  he  gave  to  all  departments  of  his  government, 
and  all  works  of  a  public  character,  saw  this  mast, 
and  discovered  that  it  had  been  shortened  11  feet 
from  the  top.  Ascertaining  that  it  had  belonged  to 
the  Cyane,  he  immediately  ordered  a  mast  to  be  taken 
out  Ota  Brazilian  ship  of  the  same  size  as  the  Cyane, 
and  with  his  compliments,  tendered  to  Captain  Elliott. 
This  oflFer  was  politely  refused  by  Captain  ElUott, 
who,  apprehending  some  difficulty  with  the  block- 
ading squadron  at  Monte  Yideo,  did  not  wish  to  re- 
ceive an  obligation  from  the  Emperor  which  might 
excite  embarrassing  feelinffs. 

Immediately  before  his  departure  from  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro on  his  return  to  the  United  States,  the  Emperor 
offered  him  an  Admiral's  commission,  with  the  highest 
salary  which  any  ofBcer  could  receive  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  Empire.  To  this  he  replied  that  his 
father  was  a  soldier  who  had  given  his  own  life  to 
his  country,  and  bequeathed  two  of  his  sons  to  it  as 
a  le^cy;  that  he  was  one  of  those  sons;  that  he  had 
attamed  the  highest  rank  and  honors  that  could  be 
given  in  the  American  navy,  and  that  he  would  not 
^  ve  one  timber  head  of  that  navy  for  all  other  navies 
m  the  world. 

Ou  th^  first  of  June,  1826,  while  the  C3rane  was  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  some  sailors  deserted  from  the  French 
Frigate  La  Seine,  commanded  by  Commodore  Du 
Plantys.  The  French  commander  sent  one  of  his 
Lieutenants  on  board  of  the  Cyane,  to  obtain  permis- 
sion of  Captain  Elliott  to  search  some  American 
merchant  vessels,  then  ready  to  sail  from  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro. Captain  Elliott  replied  that  under  no  circum- 
stances whatever  would  such  permission  be  given; 
that  he  trusted  the  French  commander  had  too  great 
a  sense  of  propriety  to  urge  the  measure;  and  that 
should  he  do  so,  the  attempt  would  be  forcibly  resisted. 
He  immediately  made  every  preparation  for  resist- 
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anoe,  and  the  French  conunander,  seeing  his  deter- 
mination, abandoned  the  point 

In  June,  1827,  Captain  E31iott  arrived  at  Kiiladel- 
phia,  delivered  his  ship  to  the  naval  establishment 
there,  and  joined  his  fiimily  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  re- 
mained till  1829,  enfi^iged  in  agricultural  pursuits ; 
for  at  home,  Captain  Elliott  is  a  Pennsylvania  fiurmer. 
Well  may  this  great  and  patriotic  State  be  proud  of 
her  distinguish^  citizen,  who,  Uke  another  Cincin- 
natus,  can  seek  repose  tram  fighting  the  battles  of 
freedom,  by  cultivating  the  soil  with  her  enlightened 
and  high-iq)irited  yeomanry. 
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CHAPTER  XT. 


Orabe  OB  th^  ChMfett  of^Meileo,  and  In  fhe  Weatlmfie*,  firomlflSI^to  tUL 

Ik  1929,  President  Jaekson  betag  iafonned  that 
flie  Spanidi  ^v^minent  int^ided  to  blockade  te 
coasts  of  Mexico  and  Campeaefay,  appointed  CapUoi 
Elliott,  of  whom  he  had  long  been  a  mend,  and  upon 
whom  he  knew  that  reliance  could  be  placed  in  diffi- 
cult eme^ncies,  to  command  the  squadron  destined 
for  the  West  India  station.  On  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1829,  he  sailed  from  New- York  in  the  Peacock, 
the  flag  ship  of  the  squadron,  which  consisted  of  five 
sloops  of  war  and  two  schooners.  After  i^etting  under 
weigh,  he  drew  up  a  set  of  instructions  for  the 
officers  of  the  squaoron,  which  were  transmitted  to 
the  Navy  Department  from  Pensacola,  about  the  last 
of  October.  As  these  instructions  exMbit  Captain 
Elliott,  not  only  as  an  accomplished  seaman,  but  a 
skilfiil  diplomatist,  extracts  from  them  are  here  offer- 
ed to  the  reader. 

General  Instructions  and  Confidential, 
Sm :— The  ship  you  command  being  placed  by  the  Hon. 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  my  orders,  your  official 
communications  will  in  future  be  addressed  to  me.  Should 
you,  however,  at  any  time  when  cruising  separately,  have 
mipNortant  communications  to  make  to  me,  you  will  torward 
copies  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  it  being  desi- 
rable that  the  earliest  information  be  communicated  to  him. 
In  consequence  of  the  many  and  frequent  unlawful  depre- 
dations committed  by  unlicensed  cruisers,  as  also  by  those 
persons  denominatea  pirates  and  enemies  to  the  human 
nee,  the  Goyemment  of  the  United  States  have  deemed  it 


LIFE  OF  COM.  KLLIOTT. 

necessary  to  employ  an  adequate  naval  foree  in  die  West 
Indies  and  the  Gult  of  Mexico,  and  have  confided  it  to  me. 
Our  efforts  to  afford  a  proper  protection  must  be  zealous  and 
unceasing. 

A  principal  and  vexatious  source  of  annoyance  to  our 
commerce  will  probablv  grow  out  of  proclamations  of  block- 
ade. Proclamation  or  itself  does  not  constitute  a  lawful 
blockade.  It  is  an  established  principle  of  International 
Law,  that  such  a  force  must  be  employed  in  supporting  it  as 
will  render  an  attempt  to  violate  it  extremely  hazardous,  and 
deny  to  the  port  so  olockaded  all  ingress  and  egress ;  and 
our  Government  will  expect  that  our  unsuspecting  country- 
men, not  charjE^ed  with  articles  contraband  of  war,  will  have 
a  timely  warning.  The  legalitv  of  blockade  will  therefore  de- 
pencl  upon  circumstances, whicn  sometimes  vary,  and  respect- 
ing which  beforehand  we  cannot  have  accurate  information. 
We  are  bound  moreover  to  presume,  where  the  capture  is 
legally  made,  until  the  contrary  is  made  to  appear,  that  eve- 
ry neutral,  seized  for  an  alleged  breach  or  olockade,  will 
have  a  fair  and  just  trial,  and  l^  adjudged  by  the  belligerent 
according  to  the  recognized  principles  of  the  Laws  of  Na- 
tions. In  case,  therefore,  of  meetmff  at  sea  an  American 
vessel  under  a  lawful  seizure  for  an  alleged  breach  of  block- 
ade, you  will  not  molest  her,  but  suffer  her  to  be  carried  in 
for  tnal.  Should  any  illegal  condemnation  take  place,  I  will 
then  decide  on  the  propriety  of  directing  you  to  release  all 
similarly  situated  aud  thus  detained  by  a  belligerent.  That 
you  ma)r  be  enabled  fully  to  understand  me  nature  of 
our  relations  with  Spain  on  this  particular  subject,  I  here 
take  occasion  to  enumerate  two  articles,  the  15th  and  16th 
of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Kins  of  Spain, 
concluded  October  27th,  1785,  and  ratified  March  3d,  1796, 
which  have  an  immediate  reference  to  this  subject,  and  are 
as  follows : 

^^ArU  \bth.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  singular  the 
subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the  citizens,  people 
and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  to  sail  within 
their  ships  with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  security,  no  dis- 
tinction beinff  made,  as  to  who  are  the  proprietors  oi  the  mer- 
chandizes laden  therein,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  those 
who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  amity  with  his  Catho* 
lie  Majesty  or  the  United  States.  It  shall  be  likewise  law- 
ful for  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  aforesaid  to  sail  with  the 
ships  and  merchandizes  aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with 
the  same  liberty  and  security  from  the  places,  ports  and  ha-* 
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yens  bf  ttfose  wlio  are  enemies  of  both  or  either  party,  with- 
oot  any  opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever,  not  only 
directly  from  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementioned,  to 
neutral  places,  but  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an 
enemy  to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether 
they  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  prince,  or 
under  several ;  and  it  is  hereby  stipulated  that  free  snips 
shall  also  give  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  every  thing 
shall  be  deemed  free  and  exempt  which  shall  be  found  on 
board  the  ships  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  although  the  whole  lading  or  any  part  thereof 
should  appertam  to  the  enemies  of  either ;  contraband  goods 
being  always  excepted.  It  is  also  agreed  that  the  same 
liberty  be  extended  to  persons  who  are  on  board  a  free  shin, 
so  that  although  they  be  enemies  to  either  party,  they  shall 
not  be  made  prisoners  or  taken  out  of  that  tree  ship,  unless 
they  are  soldiers,  and  in  actual  service  of  the  enemies. 

^^ArU  16^A.  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shaU 
extend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandizes,  excepting  those  only 
which  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  contraband ;  and 
under  this  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  shall  be 
comprehended  arms,  great  guns,  bombs,  with  the  rases  and 
the  other  things  belonging  to  tnem,  cannon-balls,  gunpow- 
der, matches,  pikes,  swords,  lances,  spears,  halberds,  mortars, 
petards,  grenades,  salt  petre,  muskets,  musket  balls,  buck- 
lers, helmets,  breast-plates,  coats  of  mail,  and  the  like  kind 
of  arms  proper  for  arming  soldiers,  musket  rests,  belts, 
horses  with  their  furniture,  and  all  other  warlike  instruments 
whatever.  These  merchandizes  which  follow  shall  not  be 
reckoned  among  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  that  is  to 
say :  all  sorts  of  cloths  and  all  other  manufactures  woven  of 
any  wool,  flax,  silk,  cotton,  or  any  other  materials  what- 
ever; all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with  all  species 
whereof  they  are  used  to  be  made ;  gold  and  silver  as  well 
coined  as  uncoined ;  tin,  iron,  copper,  brass,  coals ;  as  also 
wheat,  barley  and  oats,  and  other  kind  of  com  and  pulse ; 
tobacco,  and  likewise  all  manner  of  spices,  salted  and 
smoked  flesh,  salted  fish,  cheese  and  butter,  beer,  oils,  wines, 
sugars,  and  all  sorts  of  salts ;  and  in  general,  all  provisions 
Which  serve  for  the  sustenance  of  life ;  furthermore  all  kinds 
of  cotton,  hemp,  flai^  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables,  sails,  sail- 
cloths, anchors,  and  any  parts  of^  anchors ;  also  ships 
masts,  planks,  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  and  all  other  things 
proper  either  for  bulL^ng  or  repairing  ships,  and  all  other 
goods  whatetrer,  which  have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of 
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BH^y  instrument  prepared  for  war  by  land  or  by  sea,  sball  not' 
be  reputed  contraband ;  much  less  such  as  have  been  already 
wrought  and  made  up  for  any  other  use ;  all  which  shall  be 
wholly  reckoned  among  free  goods;  as  likewise  all  other 
merchandizes  and  things  whicn  are  not  comprehended  and 
particularly  mentioned  m  the  foregoing  enumeration  of  con- 
traband goods;  so  that  they  may  be  transported  and  carried 
in  the  freest  manner  by  the  subjects  of  both  parties,  even  to 
I^aces  belonging  to  an  enemy,  such  towns  or  places  being' 
only  excepted  as  are  at  that  time  besieged,  blocked  up  or  in- 
vested. And,  except  the  cases  in  which  any  ship  of  war  or 
squadron  shall,  in  consequence  of  storms,  or  other  accidents 
at  sea,  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  cargo  of  any 
trading  vessel  or  vessels,  in  which  case  they  may  stop  the 
said  vessel  or  vessels,  and  furnish  themselves  with  neces- 
saries, giving  a  receint,  in  order  that  the  power  to  whom 
the  said  ship  of  war  belongs  may  pay  for  the  articles  sp 
taken,  according  to  the  nrice  thereof,  at  the  port  to  which 
they  may  appear  to  have  been  destined  by  the  ship's  papers : 
and  the  two  contracting  parties  engage  that  the  vessels  shall 
not  be  detained  longer  than  may  to  absolutely  necessary  for 
these  said  ships  to  supply  themselves  with  necessaries ; 
that  they  will  immediately  pay  the  value  of  the  receipts, 
and  indemnify  the  proprietor  for  all  losses  which  he  may 
have  sustained  in  consec[uence  of  such  transaction." 

To  the  foregoing  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  may  be 
added  article  12th  of  a  subsequent  treaty,  concluded  on  the 
22d  Feb.  1819,  and  ratified  on  the  22d  Feb.  1822,  which  wiU 
be  found  to  confirm  conditionally  the  preceding ;  and  is  as 
follows :  The  Treaty  of  Limits  and  Navigation  of  1795 
remains  confirmed  in  all  and  each  of  its  articles,  except- 
ing the  2,  3,  4,  21,  and  the  second  clause  of  the  22d  ar- 
ticle, which,  having  been  altered  by  this  treaty,  or  having; 
received  their  entire  execution,  are  no  longer  valid.  With 
respect  to  the  15th  article  of  the  same  Treaty  of  Friendship. 
Limits  and  Navigation  of  1795,  in  which  it  is  stipulated 
that  the  flag  shall  cover  the  property,  the  two  high  contract- 
ing parties  agree  that  this  shall  be  so  understood  with  re- 
spect to  those  powers  who  recognise  this  principle ;  but  if 
either  of  the  two.contracting  parties  shall  be  at  war  with  a 
third  party,  and  the  other  neutral,  the  flag  of  the  neutral  shall 
eover  the  property  of  enemies  whose  government  acknow- 
ledge this  principle  and  not  of  others. 

Thus  you  will  perceive  that  the  concession  is  not  fully 
complied  with  in  the  absence  of  a  treaty  with  Mexico.    Yet 
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when  the  fact  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the  officer  com« 
mandins^  the  Mexican  naval  forces,  whilst  operating  on  the 
coast  of  Cuha,  has  invariably  recognized  this  article  when 
the  American  flag  waved  over  the  property  of  the  subjects 
of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King  of  Spain,  room 
will  be  left  for  the  exercise  of  a  little  diplomatic  skill,  which 
I  trust  you  will  not  fail  to  employ. 

Our  relations  with  both  the  governments  of  Spain  and  of 
Mexico  and  the  other  South  American  States  bein^  friendly, 
we  must,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  maintenance 
of  our  just  rights  and  the  national  honor,  endeavor  to  avoid 
compromitting  those  relations.  The  belligerent  parties  are 
entitled  to  equal  rights  from  us.  We  must  observe  strictly 
our  neutral  character.  Acts  of  kindness  to  either,  though 
extended  equally  to  the  other,  may  be  misconstrued  or  mis- 
represented to  the  prejudice  of  the  United  States.  Should 
favors  therefore  be  asked,  you  will  decline,  and  assign  as 
your  reason  for  so  declining,  that  your  orders  are  perempto- 
ry, not  to  compromit  the  neutrality  of  your  government. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  you  that  considering  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  stand  in  relation  to  Spain  and  the  South 
American  States,  the  authority^  given  under  the  Act  passed 
by  Congress,  and  having  for  its  object  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  must  be  exercised  with  the  utmost  caution  and  pru> 
dence  by  our  public  armed  vessels.  The  law  being  under 
the  execution  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  your 
conduct  will  be  regulated  by  your  instructions,  althougn  they 
may  not  go  to  the  full  length  the  law  might  possibly  warrant. 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  Act,  authority  is  given  to 
subdue,  seize,  take  and  send  into  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  any  armed  vessel  or  boat,  the  crew  whereof  shall  be 
armed  anci  shall  have  attempted  or  committed  any  piratical 
aggression,  search,  restraint,  depredation  or  seizure,  upon 
any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  citizens  thereof; 
or  upon  any  other  vessel.  From  the  generality  of  this  lat- 
ter description  of  vessels,  it  would  seem  to  embrace  those  of 
every  nation  or  country  upon  which  any  piratical  aggressions 
may  have  been  committed;  Admitting  the  Act  might  be 
extended  thus  far,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  gene- 
ral object  of  the  law ;  and  it  is  thought  by  the  President 
most  advisable  at  present,  not  to  give  it  a  like  indiscriminate 
piratical  construction  as  to  all  vessels.  The  great  object,  as 
pointed  out  in  the  first  section  of  the  act,  was  to  protect  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United-  States  and  their  crews  from 
piratical  aggressions.  This  will  therefore  be  considered 
your  particmar  and  special  duty.    If,  however,  you  shall 
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discover  depredations  upon  other  vessels,  committed  under 
such  gross  and  aggravated  circumstances  as  to  leave  little 
doubt  of  their  piratical  character,  it  will  be  your  duty  to 
capture  and  bring  in  the  aggressors.  It  is  thought  most  ad- 
visable thus  to  distinguisft  in  your  instructions,  because, 
among  other  considerations,  it  will  be  seen  that  under  the 
second  section  of  the  Act,  you  are  only  authorized  to  retake 
vessels  of  the  United  StcUes  or  its  citizens  which  may 
have  been  unlawfully  captured  upon  the  high  seas.  No  au- 
thority is  given  to  retake  the  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation 
or  country.  You  will  also  perceive,  under  this  second  sec- 
tion of  the  Act,  authority  is  only  given  to  subdue,  seize  and 
take,  such  vessels  or  boats,  &c.,  as  shall  have  attempted  or 
committed   some    piratical    aggression.      Whatever    well 

f  rounded  suspicions  you  may  entertain  that  a  vessel  may 
ave  been  fitted  out,  for,  and  is  intended  to  be  employed  in 
such  depredations,  you  will  not  molest  her,  unless  you  have 
satisfactory  evidence  that  she  has  either  attempted  or  actu- 
ally committed  some  piratical  aggression  on  some  merchant 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  her  crew,  or  upon  some  other 
vessel  under  the  special  circumstances  abovementioned. 
This  is  to  be  considered  an  important  and  a  leading  regu- 
lation in  your  conduct ;  as  it  will  be  a  strong  and  almost 
controlling  circumstance,  (considering  we  are  at  peace  with 
all  the  world,^  in  making  up  your  judgment  whether  you  are 
safe  and  justified  in  treating  them  as  pirates.  Whenever, 
therefore,  you  shall  find  any  boats  or  vesseb,  the  crew 
whereof  have  committed  any  actual  violence,  outrage  or  de- 
predation upon  any  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  the  citi- 
zens thereof^  or  any  other  vessel  as  abovementioned,  you 
will  consider  yourself  authorized  to  subdue,  seize,  and  take 
them;  and  unless  on  such  capture  you  shall  be  satisfied  that 
they  have  been  acting  under  some  lawful  authority,  and  not 
piratically,  to  send  them  in  for  adjudication,  accompanied  by 
the  proof  of  their  guilt.  All  captures  maae  by  you  will  be 
sent  into  one  of  the  following  ports ;  Boston,  New  York, 
Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah,  or  New  Orleans. 

You  have  also  enclosed  such  parts  of  the  several  Acts  of 
Congress  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any 
ports  or  places  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States^ 
as  are  necessary  to  point  out  to  you  your  duty  and  authority 
under  these  laws  $  and  it  is  expected  and  required  of  you  ~ 
that  a  strict  and  vigilant  attention  be  paid  by  you  to  the  di- 
rections therein  contained,  that  if  possible,  this  inhuman 
and  disi^raceful  traffic  may  be  suppressed. 
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By  the  Act  of  the  20th  April,  1818,  you  will  perceive  thai 
it  is  unlawful  to  import  or  bring  in  any  manner  whatsoever^ 
into  the  United  States,  or  Territories  thereof,  from  any  fo- 
reign kingdom,  place  or  country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  per- 
son of  color,  with  intent  to  hold,  use,  or  dispose  of  such  per- 
son as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service.  By  this  Act,  it  is 
also  made  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or 
other  person,  to  build,  equip,  load,  or  otherwise  prepare  any 
ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  whatever  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing and  transporting  any  such  slave  to  any  port  or  place 
whatever.  And  any  ship  or  vessel  employed  in  such  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  or  so  built,  fitted  out  or  prepared,  is  liable  to 
be  seized  and  forfeited. 

And  by  the  Act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  the  President 
is  authorized  to  employ  any  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  cruise  in  such  places  as  he  may  think  pro- 
per, where  he  may  judge  attempts  may  be  made  to  carry  on 
the  slave  trade,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  residents 
thereof,  in  contravention  of  the  Acts  of  Congress  prohibit- 
ing the  same ;  and  to  instruct  such  armed  vessels  to  seize, 
take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  States  to  be 
proceeded  against  according  to  law,  all  such  ships  or  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  found,  which  may  have 
taken  on  board,  or  which  may  be  intended  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  on  board,  or  of  transporting^  or  may  have  trans- 
ported^ any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  ot  color,  in  violation  of 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  20th  April,  1818, 
above  referred  to,  or  in  violation  of  any  other  Act  or  Acts 
prohibiting  the  traffic  in  slaves. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  generality  of  the  nrovisions 
in  these  laws,  that  you  are  authorized  to  take  and  bring  in 
all  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  may  have 
been  in  any  manner  employed,  or  intended  to  be  employed, 
in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  other  vessel  offending  against  the 
provisions  of  any  of  the  laws  you  have  enclosed. 

You  will  particularly  notice  the  two  provisions  of  the 
first  section  of  the  Act  of  1819,  the  former  of  which  directs 
in  what  manner  you  are  to  keep  and  dispose  of  the  slaves 
which  may  be  found  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel  seized 
by  you.  If  brought  within  the  United  States,  they  are  to  be 
delivered  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  where  brought  in ; 
and  the  evidence  of  such  delivery  transmitted  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment. It  is  the  wish  of  the  President,  however,  that 
none  should  be  brought  into  the  United  States.    Upon  the 


LIFE  OP  COM.  ELLIO^TT.  267 

eaptur^  therefore,  of  any  vessel  having  skves  on  boardL 
you  will  immediately  place  on  board  competent  officers  and 
men,  with  provisions,  medical  aid  and  medicines,  and  with 
her  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Sherbro,  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  deliver  such  slaves  to  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  receive  them,  or  to  any  other  agent  so  appointed  at 
an^r  other  place  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act.  Secure  the  officers  and  men  so  cap- 
tured, on  board  your  ship,  and  after  the  delivery  of  the  slaves, 
repair  to  one  of  the  enumerated  ports  of  the  United  States. 
Having  landed  your  prisoners  with  the  necessary  proof  of 
their  condemnation,  resume  your  previous  position,  or  report 
to  me  at  Pensacola  or  off  the  Havana. 

The  second  provision  relates  to  the  disposition  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  such  vessels  so  captured  by  you.  Great 
vigilance  will  be  expected  from  you  m  the  safe-keeping  of 
all  such  officers,  until  they  are  handed  over  to  the  civil  au- 
thority, to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law. 

You  will  aUo  observe  that  by  the  5th  section  of  this  Act,  it 
is  made  your  duty  to  bring  any  vessel  and  her  cargo,  which  you 
may  capture,  into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  state  or  territory 
to  whicn  the  captured  vessel  may  belong,  if  you  can  ascer- 
tain the  same.  If  not,  then  into  any  convenient  port  of  the 
United  States. 

Upon  entering  any  port,  be  prepared  to  observe  the  usual 
courtesies.  In  the  interchange  of  salutes,  receive  gun  for 
gun ;  and  in  all  your  intercourse  with  the  puolic  functionaries, 
I  recommend  conciliatory  and  respectful  deportment.  In 
ease  of  meeting  at  sea  any  man  of  war,  show  the  accustom- 
ed civilities ;  and  should  a  belligerent  commander  ask  to 
see  your  commission  on  board  your  own  ship,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  himself  of  your  national  character,  you 
will  show  it,  demanding  at  the  same  time  a  sight  of  his 
commission.  In  like  manner,  when  you  require  to  see  the 
comniission  of  any  armed  vessel  you  may  board  at  sea,  first 
show  your  own.  But  as  we  cruise  only  against  pirates,  I 
would  require  to  see  the  commissions  of  such  vessels  as 
there  may  be  reason  to  sust)ect  of  being  piratical.  It  might 
be  expected  from  the  vigilance  of  our  cruisers  in  the  West 
Indies,  that  piracy  would  have  been  expelled  therefrom. 
But  men  accustomed  to  this  atrocious  line  of  life  become 
"Incapable  of  honest  industry,  and  can  live  only  by  plunder ; 
and  It  is  probable  that  as  tney  are  driven  from  one  point, 
they  seek  another,  and  thus  change  the  scene  of  their  atroci- 
ties. 
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Yott  mar  receive  on  board  specie  and  the  other  articles 
enumerated  in  the  Acts  of  Congress  for  the  better  gorenk" 
ment  of  the  navy,  on  the  usual  terms  and  conditions,  and 
convey  them  from  one  port  to  another,  provided  it  does  not 
in  «ny  manner  interfere  with  your  other  duties,  or  violate 
the  laws  of  the  countrv  from  which  they  are  exported.  To 
enable  me  to  inform  tne  government  how  far  our  citizens 
are  benefitted  by  the  transportation  of  their  specie  in  the 
public  vessels,  you  will  report  to  me  from  time  to  time,  all 
specie  and  other  articles  you  may  receive  on  board,  the 
places  to  and  from  which  they  are  carried,  together  with  the 
terms  and  conditions  under  which  you  carry  them. 

Too  much  publicity  is  often  given  to  the  destination  and 
the  object  of  our  public  vessels.  To  the  agents  of  our  go- 
vernment at  different  ports,  and  to  our  citizens  who  may  m- 
quire  with  a  view  to  their  commercial  operations,  I  would 
communicate  my  destination ;  but  I  would^  in  general,  not 
communicate  to  others.  A  man  of  war  is  always  bound 
upon  a  cruise ;  and  such  an  answer  may  prevent  from  fo- 
reigners an  application  which  it  might  be  miproper  to  grant 
and  embarrassing  to  refuse.  I  must  also  require  that  you 
will  forbid  communications  to  be  made  by  your  officers  re- 
lative to  the  movements  of  your  ship,  and  designed  for  the 
public  prints.  The  frequent  misrepresentations  in  these 
journals^  arising,  no  doubt,  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
whole  facts  on  the  part  of  those  who  write,  have  caused 
misconceptions.  The  government  will  always  have  full 
and  accurate  information,  and  will  doubtless  communicate  to 
the  public,  whatever  it  may  concern  the  public  to  know. 

As  you  have  more  than  your  complement  of  officers,  I  do 
not  anticipate  the  necessitv  of  your  appointing  any  to  act. 
They  are  therefore  not  to  oe  made  without  absolute  neces- 
sity, and  then  only  with  the  express  condition  that  such 
appointments  cea^  with  the  necessity  which  caused  them. 
While  in  company,  I  must  be  the  judge  of  that  necessity ; 
and  if  on  your  return  to  the  United  States,  any  officer  under 
your  command  holds  an  acting  appointment,  you  will  with- 
out dela^r  acquaint  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  therewith  for 
his  decision  as  to  confirming  or  revoking  it.  It  has  sometimes 
occurred  that  officers  have  received  acting  appointments 
when  abroad,  which,  without  the  knowledge  or  the  Navy 
Department,  they  continue  to  hold  many  months  after  their 
retum  to  the  United  States.  None  other  than  those  regu- 
larly appointed,  and  under  an  article  to  be  obedient  to  the 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

kws  of  the  nary,  will  be  pennitted  to  be  on  board  your 
ship. 

Officers  have  sometimes  been  arrested  and  sent  home  from 
foreign  stations,  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  the  return 
of  the  ship  to  which  they  have  belonged,  before  an  investi- 
gation could  take  place ;  which  has  caused  much  inconve- 
nience  to  the  service  as  well  as  expense  to  the  nation. 
Officers  should  not  be  arrested  except  upon  serious  charges, 
and  the  clearest  evidence  to  substantiate  them.  Should  you 
be  under  the  necessity  of  suspending  any  officer  under  your 
command,  make  it  known  to  me  immediately ;  or  in  case  of 
our  being  separated,  as  soon  as  we  join.  But  in  no  event 
send  an  arrested  officer  to  the  United  States  without  my 
previous  sanction. 

Here  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  that  any  disposition  you 
may  observe  for  personal  rencontres  will  be  discoui^enanted ; 
the  occurrence  of  which  will  brin^  on  those  engaged  not 
only  the  strong  animadversion  of  their  commander  in  chief, 
but  also  the  marked  disapprobation  of  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual presiding  over  the  affairs  of  our  nation. 

I  have  to  suggest  that  every  facility  for  acquiring  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  their  duties  be  presented  and  pointed 
out  to  the  young  gentlemen  placed  under  your  care.  They 
are  merely  in  possession  of  that  passport  which  will  recom- 
mend them  to  the  permanent  rank  of  the  navy,  and  in  de- 
porting towards  them,  it  should  be  recollected  that  thev  are 
destined  at  some  future  day  to  fill  the  higher  grades  oi  the 
navy. 

Having  on  board  your  ship  a  number  of  small  boys,  I  will 
suggest  the  propriety  of  selecting  a  portion  of  them  vvho 
shall  perform  the  office  of  messengers,  thus  substituting 
'  them  lOT  many  of  the  present  offices  performed  by  midship- 
men. The  former  bemg  in  a  manner  destitute,  many  of 
them  probably  orphans,  and  not  having  had  tne  advan- 
tage 01  established  preceptors  to  direct  their  minds  to  the 
attainment  of  a  knowledge  of  our  own  language,  doubtless 
you  will  find  amongst  the  crew  of  your  ship  a  person  com- 
petent to  give  them  this  instruction  ;  and  I  would  here  ear- 
nestly hope  that  countenance  should  be  given  on  your  part 
towards  the  organization  of  a  school,  having  for  its  object 
the  desired  end.  It  is  important  that  the  officers  be  made 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  character,  disposition,  tem- 
per and  habits  of  every  petty  officer,  seaman  and  marine. 
^This  can  only  be  obtained  by  unremitting  attention  to  every 
detail  of  duty  and  by  close  observation. 
23* 
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Thus  the  Mrrice  at  lam  will  derire  from  the  adi^tionof 
these  measures  towards  the  seamen,  a  system  of  command 
and  treatment  which  will  be  free  fix>m  coarse  and  offensiye 
language,  toO  often  used  in  reprovinje^  the  men  for  trifling 
irregularities  or  for  accidental  omissions.  They  should  be 
made  to  know  that  the  use  of  gross  language  and  oflfensiTe 
terms,  upon  any  occasion,  is  not  only  unbecoming  their  own 
character  and  station  as  officers  and  ^ntlemen,  but  equally 
degrading  to  the  seamen.  Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
tip  in  all  ranks  of  the  nary  a  proper  feeling  and  a  high  sense 
or  honor,  by  which  the  correct  discharge  of  duty  will  be 
best  securea.  The  gross  abuse  which  is  often  layished  on 
a  seaman  for  a  minor  fault,  an  accidental  mistake,  or  an  un- 
intentional omission,  produces  irritation ;  and  to  this  cause 
more  than  any  other,  may  be  traced  acts  of  insubordination 
which  eifail  the  necessity  of  seyere  punishment.  If  repTOoi 
be  necessary,  it  should  be  conyeyed  in  such  terms,  and  in 
such  manner,  as  will  make  a  lasting  impression,  without 
wounding  the  feelings  of  the  indiyidual  and  lowering  him 
in  his  own  estimation.  The  officers  should  not  only  them- 
selyes  obserye  this  injunction,  but  they  should  require  it  to 
be  obseryed  by  all  others.  Their  example  will  yery  soon 
haye  the  effect  of  checking  the  use  of  improper  and  offen- 
siye terms  on  the  part  of  their  subordinates,  and  equally  so, 
of  those,  their  subordinates.  If  acts  of  intentional  neglect 
and  insubordination  should  take  place,  although  wholly  un- 
fHToyoked  by  any  treatment  received,  the  means  of  correc- 
tion and  punishment,  which  are  authorized  by  the  regula- 
tions of  the  service,  must  be  resorted  to ;  and  they  will  nave 
double  effect,  if  not  preceded  by  coarse  and  abusiye  lan- 
guage. Indeed  it  wiU  probably  be  found  they  will  become 
comparatiyely  rare,  as  the  duty  will  be  done  more  cheerfully 
and  zealously.  The  popularity  of  a  ship  with  the  crew  de- 
pends matenally  upon  the  care  with  wbdch  they  will  per- 
ceiye  the  officers  disposed  to  guard  their  interests  and  look 
into  their  wants.  I  will  therefore  haye  to  require  that  you 
will  ascertain  the  smallest  quantity  of  the  article  of  slops 
and  of  small  stores  to  which  their  necessary  wants  may 
incline ;  but  on  no  account  suffer  more  to  be  served  them  by 
the  purser  than  will  suffice.  All  articles  designed  to  sub- 
stitute slops  will  be  charged  at  their  advance. 

At  the  expiration  of  each  tluree  months,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  cause  your  purser  to  make  to  me,  through  you.  a  return  of 
all  the  articles  on  board,  including  provisions,  sJop  clothing 
^. ;  the  quantity  fumi^ed,  the  amount  charged,  and  the 
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cost ;  the  sums  due ;  the  quantity  of  parts  of  rations  un- 
drawn by  both  officers  and  men,  together  with  the  amount  he 
may  have  charged  in  mone^,  and  the  excess  or  deficiency 
then  on  board,  with  an  assignment  of  the  cause  producing 
the  same. 

A  similar  return  of  the  quantity  of  articles  appertaining 
to  the  seyeral  departments  of  the  various  officers  belonging 
to  your  ship,  together  with  their  disposition  and  actual  con- 
dition, will  DC  also  expected  at  the  expiration  of  each  three 
months. 

The  efficiency  of  a  ship  of  war  for  service  depends  essen- 
tially on  the  health  of  the  crew ;  and  I  cannot  too  strongly 
enjoin  attention  to  this  point,  while  on  this  station  5  recom- 
mending in  each  port  you  may  enter,  a  stay  only  sufficiently 
long  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies  for  your  snip. 

A  general  order  of  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
calls  for  an  experiment  on  board  each  ship  in  the  fleet,  of  an 
application  of  the  chloride  of  lime.  This  you  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  place  in  the  hands  of  your  surgeon,  who  will  make  a 
proper  disposition  of  it,  and  whom  you  will  instruct  to  make 
a  quarterly  report  of  the  same  to  me,  as  well  as  of  all  per- 
sons sick,  including  both  officers  and  men. 

The  government  have  also  deemed  it  necessary  to  test 
the  quality  of  cotton  canvass^  and  will  place  on  board  the 
ship  you  command,  a  proportion  of  the  sails  manufactured 
from  it.  You  will  make  a  fair  experiment,  and  from  time 
to  time  report  to  me  their  state  and  condition  comparatively 
with  the  hempen  canvass. 

The  extent  to  which  our  navy  has  grown,  necessarily  in- 
volves the  nation  in  a  very  considerable  expenditure  of  rands 
for  its  support.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  articles  for 
the  use  of  the  ship  you  command  be  required  with  economy, 
and  expended  with  a  proper  accountability.  Adequate  funas 
being  placed  at  Pensacola,  you  will  be  supplied  with  them, 
and  are  therefore  not  at  liberty  to  draw  on  the  government 
elsewhere. 

The  growing  importance  of  Key  West  as  a  place  where 
a  considerable  amount  of  the  puolic  revenue  accrues,  ren- 
ders  it  necessary  that  you  should  have  an  eye  there.  While 
cruising  therefore  in  the  vicinity,  you  will  touch  occasion- 
ally, with  a  view  to  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue  laws : 
all  of  which,  together  with  the  disposition  to  be  made  of 
prizes,  you  will  mid  enumerated  in  the  various  Acts  of  Con- 
gress applicable  to  the  subject. 

Our  seamen  are  a  valuable  class  of  our  citizens,  and  whom 
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the  laws  wisely  and  humanely  consider  entitled  to  the  spe* 
cial  care  of  our  Government.  I  must  therefore  call  your  at- 
tention to  their  protection,  where  you  find  them  in  want  of 
it.  When  in  port  or  at  sea,  you  shall  find  them  in  a  diseased 
stale,  you  will  cause  the  medical  officer  of  your  ship  to 
minister  to  each  of  their  wants  commensurate  with  his 
means. 

Piety  being  the  strongest  characteristic  which  marks  all 
those  who  are  found  most  correct  in  the  discharge  of  duty 
towards  their  fellow-men,  it  is  expected  you  will  adopt  sucn 
means  as  are  within  your  reach  to  instil  this  principle  into 
the  minds  of  your  ship's  company. 

It  being  important  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  character,  professional 
qualifications,  temper,  habits,  deportment,  acquirements  and 
abilities  of  each  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  squadron, 
you  will  communicate  to  me  semi-annually,  your  estimate 
of  those  under  your  command.  At  the  same  time  you  will 
report  to  me  the  state  and  condition  of  your  ship. 

All  correspondence  with  the  Department  you  will  be 
pleased  to  have  passed  through  me.  Within  the  range  of 
your  cruise,  should  it  be  in  your  power  to  add  to  the  agricul- 
tural, mineralogical  or  botanical  information  of  your  country, 
you  will  be  subserving  its  best  interests  in  doing  so. 

Reposing  a  generous  confidence  in  your  judgment,  discre- 
tion and  prudence  on  points  not  enumerated  in  these  instruc- 
tions, having  for  their  object  the  national  welfare, 
I  am  very  respectfully. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

To  the  difierent  Officers  in  Com- 
mand  of   vessels    composing    the 
West  India  Squadron. 
October  28,  1829. 

While  before  Vera  Cruz  in  November,  1829,  he 
learned  that  an  outrage  had  been  committed  by  two 
Mexican  ^n-boats  upon  the  brig  Ajax,  an  American 
vessel,  while  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Sisal  on  the  coast 
of  Campeachy .  He  immediately  despatched  the  sloop 
of  war  Erie,  under  command  of  Captain  Cowper,  to 
Sisal,  to  inquire  into  the  case,  and  to  demand  not  only 
redrcKSS,  1)ut  security  for  the  fixture ;  with  instructions 
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to  inform  him  immediatdy,  diould  any  olher  £»oe 
Ann  the  Erie  be  required. 

Shortly  after  this,  he  learned  that  an  American 
seaman  had  been  impressed  from  the  ship  Virginia, 
oif  New-York,  while  the  same  was  lying  in  the  harbor 
of  Vera  Cruz,  by  order  of  Admiral  Lopez,  commander 
of  the  Mexican  naval  forces  in  that  port.  He  imme- 
diately addressed  a  letter  upon  the  subject  to  Admiral 
Lopez,  which,  together  with  the  subsequent  corres- 
pondence between  them,  is  here  offered.  From  this 
correspondence  the  reader  will  learn  all  the  import- 
ant &cts  in  the  case,  and  the  result  of  the  prompt  and 
energetic  behavior  of  Captain  ElUott. 

"  U.  S,  Ship  Falmouth,  off  the  Island  of  Sajcrificioa, 

December  26<A,  1820. 

Sir, — The  undersigned,  commanding  the  United  States 
naval  forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  takes 
this  occasion  to  address  to  Captain  Francis  Paula  Lopez, 
commanding  the  Mexican  naval  forces  at  Vera  Cruz,  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subiect  of  the  seaman  Lewis,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  some  time  since  been  impressed 
into  the  naval  service  of  Me:i^co,  and  more  recently  from  on 
board  the  merchant  ship  Virginia,  of  New  York,  while  in 
this  port,  conducting  a  lawful  trade,  and  conforming  to  all 
the  laws  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  commercial  inter- 
course. 

Whilst  the  undersigned  expresses  his  regret  that  the  inter- 
position of  his  military  authority  should  have  been  necessary, 
from  the  failure  of  the  application  of  the  accredited  agent 
of  the  United  States  at  Vera  Cruz,  in  obtaining  the  re- 
lease of  the  seaman  in  question,  he  would  remark  that  the 
seamen  of  the  United  States  are  a  class  of  her  citizens  on 
whom  the  Grovernment,  the  Nation,  and  more  particularly 
the  Navy,  look  as  highly  valuable,  and  entitled  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  to  their  protection  and  consideration ;  whose  in- 
dustry in  times  of  peace  supplies  the  Government  with  pe- 
cuniary means,  and  whose  blood  flows  copiously  in  conduct- 
ing its  defence. 

The  undersigned  regrets  that  he  had  not  been  apprised  at 
an  earlier  moment  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  this 
case,  which  would  have  imperiously  required  him  to  have 
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seen  the  wrong  ptoperly  redressed  by  the  same  hand  which 
had  inflicted  the  injury,  previously  to  the  departure  of  the 
Virginia  from  Vera  Cruz,  for  the  port  of  New  York. 

Possibly  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  impressment  of 
the  person  whose  liberty  has  been  demanded  and  obtained 
from  you,  may  not  have  been  fully  presented  to  your  view. 
Under  this  supposition,  the  undersigned  takes  occasion  to 
state  that  sometime  since,  Lewis  became  impressed  into  the 
naval  service  of  Mexico,  whilst  invaded  by  a  foreign  ene- 
my. During  the  time  he  was  impressed,  he  sought  an 
opportunity  of  returning  to  his  native  country,  and  embark- 
ed in  the  ship  Virginia,  of  New  York,  for  the  United  States. 
On  board  of  this  ship  he  was  arrested,  and  taken  by  vio- 
lence to  the  Congress  ship  of  the  line,  by  an  officer  acting 
under  presumed  authority.  Since  then  he  has  been  fettered 
in  chams,  and  the  more  publicly  to  expose  his  arbitrarily 
assumed  guilt,  has  been  employed  in  the  execution  of  a  de- 
grading duty  on  shore.  In  this  situation  he  throws  himself 
personally  on  the  protection  of  the  United  States'  Consul, 
who  demands  his  release^  but  whose  demand  is  rejected. 

The  recital  of  these  circumstances  has  excited  feelings 
which  the  undersigned  forbears  to  express.  Those  senti- 
ments, in  the  production  of  which  the  subject  is  so  fruitful, 
which  would  be  unpleasant  to  him  to  communicate,  and  to 
yourself  to  hear,  he  will  suppress  while  conferring  with  the 
representative  of  a  sister  republic,  which,  in  its  infancy,  his 
government  has  cherishedj  and  in  its  maturer  age  has  patro- 
nized and  encouraged,  which  at  this  moment  is  disturbed 
with  internal  commotion,  and  threatened  by  an  enemy  from 
abroad.  Bearing  in  mind  the  friendly  disposition  of  his 
country  towards  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  the  undersigned 
has  been  prompted  to  extend  every  courtesy,  which  you  will 
do  him  the  justice  to  say  you  have  received  at  his  hand,  as 
well  as  from  those  acting  under  his  authority,  since  his  arri- 
val on  your  coast. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
naval  forces  of  Mexico  at  Vera  Cruz,  will  be  enabled  to 
lender  such  an  explanation  on  this  subject  as  will  amount 
to  a  redress  of  the  wrong  complained  of,  and  convey  an  as-, 
flurance  that  there  will  not  be  a  recurrence  of  the  same. 
With  all  due  consideration, 

the  undersigned  has  the  honor 

to  subscribe  your  obedient, 
J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
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"  Department  of  Marine  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  the  North  verbally 
claimed  from  me  the  seaman  John  Lewis,  who  was  confined 
for  a  proven  theft,  and  of  which  he  was  informed  by  the 
party  aggrieved ;  but  having  offered  to  deliver  the  seaman 
up  to  him,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  I  complied  with  my 
word,  as  we  have  always  acted  in  pierfect  harmony  in  all 
matters  which  have  occurred  between  us.  Therefore,  al- 
though I  had  received  a  verbal  communication  from  you 
through  one  of  your  officers,  I  replied  that  I  would  send  the 
order  to  the  Consul  as  soon  as  it  should  be  received  at  my 
office,  believing  that  to  pursue  a  different  course  would  be  to 
offer  an  insult  to  him,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Nations,  and 
very  foreign  to  my  character.  Two  hours  after  enclosing 
to  him  the  said  order,  placing  the  seaman  John  Lewis,  at 
his  disposal,  I  received  your  note,  which  indeed  somewhat 
surprised  me,  as  much  for  the  reasons  already  given,  as  be- 
cause you  are  pleased  to  say,  that  *  the  interposition  of  your 
military  authority  wa^  necessary,^  which  I  can  conjecture  to 
be  founded  on  a  mistaken  idea  of  what  has  passed,  as  in  no 
case  whatever,  having  a  Consul  at  this  place  legally  recog- 
nised by  your  Government,  and  in  the  Capital  a  Minister 
placed  at  the  head  of  affairs,  can  you  make  a  demand  of  me 
oy  virtue  of  your  military  authority  without  a  powerful 
motive. 

I  should  be  false  to  my  principles  were  I  not  to  declare 
frankly  and  sincerely,  the  urbanity  and  consideration  which 
yourself  and  the  other  gentlemen  under  your  command  have 
been  pleased  to  dispense  to  me  in  particular,  as  well  as  in 
general  to  the  corps  which  I  command ;  and  were  I  not  to 
acknowledge  with  which  I  was  treated  at  Pensacola  by  the 
officers  of  the  Navv  of  the  United  States  of  the  North,  when 
I  commanded  the  orig  Guerrier,  for  which  attention  I  shall 
never  find  language  to  express  my  gratitude. 

As  well  for  the  causes  above  exposed,  as  for  various  other 
manifestations  of  brotherly  feeling,  I  and  every  other  true 
Mexican  will  be  grateful,  as  also  for  the  protection  which 
OUT  independence  received  in  its  cradle  from  the  United 
States  of  the  North,  being,  as  they  were,  the  first  republic  to 
declare  their  acknowledgment  of  it.  I  snould  be  false  to  my 
principles  and  honor,  if  concealing  this  trutk  I  were  not  to 
contribute  to  preserve  intact  the  neutrality  of  two  republics 
who  ought  to  maintain  intimate  relations  of  friendship  with 
each  other,  as  you  and  I  fully  understand. 
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In  this  despatch  I  believe  I  hare  answered  your  note  of 
the  26th  inst.,  and  which  a  want  of  health  and  mf  little  ap- 
titude at  translation  have  caused  me  to  delay  until  now, 
when  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  do  so,  hoping  you  will  be 

S leased  to  excuse  the  delay,  and  certain  that  at  all  times  I 
ave  endeavored  to  avoid  causes  of  unpleasant  altercation. 
I  offer  to  you  the  distinguished 

consideration  and  respect  of  your 

most  attentive  and  ob't  servt'. 
FRANCISCO  DE  P.  LOPEZ. 
Vera  Cruz,  3Ut  December,  1829. 

"  U,  8,  Ship  FalftunUh,  before  Vera  Cruz, 
January  2d,  1830. 

Sir, — ^Your  letter  of  the  31st  ult.,  has  been  received.  In 
my  communication  of  the  26th  of  the  same,  to  which  yours 
is  an  answer,  I  endeavored  to  impress  you  with  a  sense  of 
the  unjust  and  cruel  treatment  extended  to  the  seaman 
Lewis,  by  detailing  the  circumstances  of  his  case.  Of  the 
truth  of  these,  relying  on  the  veracity  of  the  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Vera  Cruz,  I  have  not  entertained  the 
slightest  doubt.  If  they  had  been  misstated,  it  was  rea- 
sonable to  expect  from  you  a  confutation.  Until  you  shall 
have  made  it  appear  that  there  has  been  misrepresentation, 
I  shall  remain  nrm  in  the  sentiments  which  I  have  already 
expressed. 

I  am  aware  of  the  fact  contained  in  your  note  of  '  there 
being  a  Consul  in  this  place,  legally  recognised  by  my  Go- 
vernment, and  a  Minister  located  in  the  Capital  at  the  head 
of  afi&irs.'  I  am  also  aware  that  the  exertions  of  the  former 
had  proved  unavailing ;  and  that  not  until  my  interposition 
was  the  release  of  the  seaman  granted.  It  is  equally  true  I 
have  not  presented  myself  before  you  in  the  capacity  of  a 
diplomatic  agent.  Within  the  range  of  my  command  is  in- 
cluded the  coast  of  Mexico,  where  my  object  is  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce ;  and  in  order  to  the  complete  attain- 
ment of  this,  it  is  my  duty  and  determination  to  afford  relief 
and  protection  to  all  who  are  lawfully  engaged  in  it.  In 
doing  so,  I  will  ask  for  nothing  that  is  not  clearly  right,  and 
submit  to  nothing  that  is  wrong.  This  may  serve  to  relieve 
you  in  some  measure  from  the  surprise  occasioned  by,  and 
to  explain  to  you  the  motive  which,  called  for  *  the  interpo- 
8^on  of  my  military  authority,'  which  only  became  neeea- 
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sary  upon  your  refusal  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
Consul  of  the  United  States,  (or  the  release  of  the  person 
whom  you  persisted  in  detaining  in  your  service. 

On  what  grounds  you  continued  his  impressment,  not- 
withstanding repeatea  demands  from  that  officer  for  his  re- 
lease, I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover.  You  speak  of  his  '  heing 
a  prisoner^  in  consequence  of  a  proven  theft.'  And  you  con- 
sider the  information  of  the  party  aggrieved  as  sufficient 
evidence,  and  upon  that  alone  you  pronounce  his  guilt.  But 
suppose  his  guilt  established.  Surely  you  do  not  mean  to 
plead  it  in  defence  of  the  treatment  you  have  visited  upon 
him  since  his  original  impressment ;  to  raise  up  an  apology 
for  your  own  injustice  out  of  his  crimes.  For  these  ne  has 
sufiered  ample  punishment  in  the  infliction  of  thirty-six 
lashes  on  his  naked  body,  ordered  and  inspected  by  yourself, 
immediately  subsequent  to  his  second  impressment  from  on 
board  the  Virginia.  And  are  you  not  willing  to  confess  this 
an  ungrateful  return  for  the  services  he  has  rendered  ? 
Might  you  not  have  palliated  his  offence,  (which  is  by  no 
means  established,)  by  reflection  on  the  state  of  utter  desti- 
tution, of  penurv,  and  of  bodily  disease,  in  which  you  re- 
tained him  i  Might  not  the  recollection  of  the  hospitable 
treatment  you  received  at  the  hands  of  his  countrymen  have 
inclined  you  to  a  different  course  ?  I  feel  more  than  usual 
ardor  while  dwelling  on  a  subject  of  so  much  interest  to  my- 
self, in  common  with  all  my  countrymen.  We  have  long 
since  demonstrated  our  aversion  from  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment. We  have  already  shown  a  determination  not  to 
submit  to  the  views  of  those  who  have  construed  it  into  a 
right.  Our  Government,  in  waging  with  England  both  the 
war  which  eventuated  in  our  independence,  and  that  whose 
object  was  its  maintenance,  was  strongly  influenced  by  a 
desire  to  destroy  this  obnoxious  principle. 

It  would  be  satisfactory  to  understand  from  you  the  rea- 
sons which  have  influenced  you  in  your  treatment  of  the  in- 
dividual in  question,  as  well  as  the  course  you  design  pur- 
suing in  relation  to  our  seamen  generally,  who  may  chance 
to  be  on  your  coast.  It  is  to  be  hoped  you  will  concede  a 
point  which  even  your  ancient  and  present  enemy  secured 
to  U3  by  treaty,  previously  to  the  commencement  of  your 
struggles  for  independence. 

A  nation  contending  for  liberty  in  her  own  case,  should 
be  the  last  to  violate  it  in  the  case  of  another.  It  would  be 
an  utter  inconsistency  in  any  people  to  adopt  in  a  particular 
24 
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instance,  the  very  principle  which  they  are  straggling  to  de- 
stroy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Y  our  ob't  and  hiunble  serv't, 
J.  D.  ELLIOTT, 
Capt.  Francis  Paula  Lopez, 
Commanding  the  Mexican 
Naval  Forces  at  Vera  Cruz, 


Department  of  Marine,  of  Vera  Cruz. 
!d  vour  attentive  note  of  the 


I  have  received  your  attentive  note  of  the  2d  instant,  in 
which  yau  reply  iij  mine  of  the  31&t  of  the  last  month,  whep. 
I  requested  you  ta  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  my  delay  in 
answering  yours  of  the  26th,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  I 
find  in  transialinff,  and  of  some  suffering  in  my  health;  and 
although  in  my  abo7e  mentioned  note,  I  stated  that  yours  had 
surprised  me^  it  was  because  I  had  already  complied  with  the 
request  of  the  Consul,  to  whom  I  appeal,  in  order  that  you 
may  J  if  you  think  proper,  inform  yourself  what  conduct  I 
have  observed  towards  that  gentleman  on  all  occasions  since 
we  have  been  acquainted. 

I  am  frank  anil  ingenuous ;  I  will  not  deny  that  the  order 
was  not  sent  witli  the  despatch  which  ought  to  have  been 
used,  because  the  chief  clerk  whom  I  directed  to  enter  it, 
had  forgotten  to  du  so,  and  also  because  of  the  bad  weather 
experienced  at  the  time. 

As  to  the  individual  in  question,  I  have  made  known  to 
you  the  motives  for  taking  him  on  board.  As  to  the  course 
of  conduct  which  you  exact  from  me,  and  the  manner  in 
which  American  seamen  who  may  be  upon  our  coast  ought 
to  be  treated,  you  may  be  well  satisfied  that  for  myself,  as 
far  as  I  may  be  concerned  toward  them,  there  will  be  no 
ground  of  complaint  which  can  give  offence,  either  at  this 
time  or  in  future ;  wherefore  if  my  former  declaration  was 
not  sufficient  to  convince  you  that  it  is  not  and  never  has 
been  my  intention  to  be  wanting  in  respect  either  to  yourself 
or  to  Mr.  Taylor,  I  believe  that  the  present  will  be  so,  and  I 
repeat  that  my  sentiments  have  never  been  different  from 
those  I  have  expressed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  offer  my  most 

distinguished  consideration  and  respect, 
FRANCISCO  DE  P.  LOPEZ. 

V&ra  Cruz,  July  2d,  1830. 
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"  U,  8.  ship  Falmouth^  before  Vera  Cruz, 
January  4t?^  1830* 

Sir, — I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day. From  the  concei)tion  which,  considering  the  difficulty 
encountered  in  translating  it,  I  have  formed  of  its  contents, 
it  hespeaks  a  determination  on  your  part  to  pursue  a  differ- 
ent course  hereafter.  On  the  subject  of  our  short  corres- 
pondence, I  have  felt  deeply.  Had  the  wrong  complained  of 
proceeded  from  the  functionaries  of  a  monarchy,  a  form  of 
government  to  which  republics  bear  but  little  affinity,  I 
should  not  have  felt  the  same  surprise.  But  my  feelings 
amounted  to  regret  when  I  reflected  upon  the  injustice 
which  the  representative  of  a  free  people  had  sanctioned. 

I  am  happy  to  understand  from  you  your  intention  of 
adopting  towards  American  seamen,  a  mode  of  treatment 
which  is  calculated  to  reflect  glory  on  your  country,  and  to 
promote  the  harmony  of  the  two  republics.  Here  I  cannot 
omit  presenting  to  your  consideration  the  following  em- 
phatic remarks  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  while  on 
the  subject  of  our  sister  republics  at  the  South,  contained  in 
his  last  message  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
While  I  do  so,  I  cannot  but  expect  it  will  meet  with  the  ad- 
miration of  every  friend  of  liberty.  ^  We  trust,  however, 
that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  restoration  of  peace 
and  internal  quiet  under  permanent  systems  of  government, 
decurin^  the  liberty  and  promoting  the  hapj^iness  of  the  citi- 
zens, will  crown  with  complete  success  their  long  and  ardu- 
ous eflbrts  in  the  cause  of  self  government^  and  enable  us  to 
salute  them  as  friendly  rivals  in  all  that  is  truly  great  and 
glorious.*  This  sentiment  I  hope  will  be  reciprocated  by 
all  true  Mexicans. 

As  I  am  about  to  take  my  departure  for  other  ports  of 
my  command,  I  cannot  but  express  my  hopes  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  I  shall  be  happy  on  my 
return  to  find  her  present  difficulties  removed,  and  nerself  in 
the  possesssion  oi  internal  peace,  apd  in  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  benefits  which  must  now  from  a  permanent  and  set- 
tled form  of  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
Captain  F.  P.  Lopez,  Comd'g 

the  Mexican  Naval  Forces  at 

Vera  Cruz." 
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Not  long  after  this,  Captain  Elliott  returned  to  Pen- 
sacpla  Bay,  the  head  quarters  of  the  West  India 
squadron,  where  he  remained  till  the  ISth.of  February, 
1830.    On  this  day  he  sailed  for  Havana,  on  board  of 
the  United  States  ship  Falmouth,  accompanied  by  the 
schooner  Grampus  and  several  smaller  vessels.    He 
had  already  been  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  that  the  ship  Candace,  which  sailed  from  Bos- 
ton for  India  in  October,  1829,  with  a  cargo  of  specie 
and  merchandize,  had  been  robbed  by  a  Spanish  brig, 
understood  to  have  been  the  Manzanares,  fitted  out 
from  Havana  for  the  African  slave  trade.     On  his 
arrival  at  Havana,  he  lost  no  time,  in  pursuance  of 
his  instructions,  in  communicating  to  Mr.  Shaler,  the 
United  States'  Consul  at  Havana,   the  information 
which  he  had  received  of  this  robbery.  Being  informed 
that  Mr.  Shaler  had  not  then  been  recogniseid  as  Coa- 
&ul  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  until  such  re- 
cognition, was  exercising  his  functions  of  commercial 
a^ent  merely  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Captain  General 
Yives,  Captain  Elliott  immediately  addressed  that  func- 
tionary, and  requested  a  description  of  the  Manzana- 
res, of  her  crew,  of  the  time  of  her  departure  from 
Havana,  and  the  probable  time  of  her  return.    He 
was  referred  by  General  Vives  to  Admiral  Laborde, 
commander  of  the  Spanish  naval  forces  at  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  to  whom  he  made  a  similar  application.  The 
Admir^  immediately  complied  with  this  request,  and 
promptly  furnished  every  facility  in  his  power  for 
detecting  the  pirates.    After  ordering  the  Shark,  under 
Lieutenant  Comnumdant  Webb,  to  cruise  along  the 
coast  on  the  lookout  for  the  Manzanares,  Captain 
Elliott  sailed  for  Matanzas,  and  began  to  search  very 
closely,  every  Spanish  ship  that  entered  the  port. 
The  slave  merchants,  apprehending  that  he  intended 
to  arrest  their  vessels  and  send  them  to  Havana  for 
examination,  in  which  case  they  would  be  captured 
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S'  the  British  cniisers,  held  a  meeting  and  requested 
r.  Shaler  to  inter[)ose,  in  order  to  dissuade  Captain 
Elliott  from  searching.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Shaler 
that  if  the  slave  merchants  would  indemnify  the 
owners  of  the  Candace,  and  deUver  up  the  pirates  to 
the  Spanish  authorities,  he  would  desist  from  search- 
ing their  Vessels ;  otherwise,  every  vessel  at  all  an- 
swering to  the  description  of  the  Manzanares  should 
be  searched  most  rigorously.  Shortly  after  this,  he 
learned  that  the  Manzanares  had  been  destroyed  by  a 
British  cruiser  upon  the  coast  of  Africa ;  upon  which 
he  abstained  from  farther  search. 

In  November,  1830,  an  outrage  was  committed  up- 
on an  American  vessel  in  the  harbor  of  Matanzas,by 
the  Spanish  authorities  of  that  port.  The  vessel,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  land  breeze,  which,  in  that  har- 
bor, blows  early  in  the  morning,  was  under  sail  to  de- 
part, when  she  was  fired  upon  by  the  Fort.  She  re- 
ceived one  shot,  which,  tesides  doing  considerable 
damage,  wounded  three  of  her  crew.  The  command- 
er of  the  sloop  of  war  Natches,  one  of  Commodore 
Elliott's  squadron,  applying  to  the  Governor  of  Ma- 
tanzas  for  an  explanation,  was  referred  to  the  Captain 
General  of  the  Island.  Captain  Elliott,  being  inform- 
ed of  the  affair,  immediately  proceeded  to  Matanzas, 
and  addressed  the  Captain  General.  A  correspon- 
dence ensued  between  them,  of  which  the  two  follow- 
ing letters  from  Captain  Elliott  are  oflfered  to  the  rea- 
der. They  are  offered  as  another  instance  of  that 
energy  and  decision  which  characterize  all  his  move- 
ments when  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  public,  and 
which  have  often  been  3uccessfully  exerted  for  the 
protection  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

"  United  States^  Ship  Erie,  Harbor  of  Matanzas, 

December  3d,  1830. 
Sir: — The  undersigned,  commanding  the  United  States 
naval  forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  takes 
24* 
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oecttnon  to  Mng  to  the  notice  of  yovrEzcelle&cy,  an  occur- 
renee  which  took  place  in  the  harbor  of  Matanzas  on  the 
morning  of  the  1 1th  ult.  the  character  of  which  is  dereloped 
in  fhe  protest  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  brig  Elizabeth, 
of  Batn,  and  the  certificate  of  the  masters  of  American  res- 
sels  in  the  port  at  that  time,  copies  of  which  accompany  this 
Communication,  marked  A  and  B. 

The  undersigned  is  informed  that  the  commander  of  the 
United  Btates'  sloop  of  war  Natches,  (who  left  here  prerions 
tu  his  arrival)  made  a  call  upon  the  Qovemor  of  Matanzas 
for  an  exj^anation  of  the  causes  which  led  to  this  erent, 
which  was  answered  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  gorem- 
raent,  by  a  reference  to  your  excellency.    • 

The  undersigned  does  not  believe  that  your  excellency  is 
dislMised  to  sanction  such  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  military 
autnority  on  the  part  of  the  officer  by  whose  orders  the  ag- 
gression was  committed  on  the  brig  Elizabeth.  She  was 
engaged  in  lawful  trade,  and  having  conformed  to  all  the 
commercial  regulations  recognized  in  the  port,  was  about  to 
leave  it  at  the  usual  hour  in  the  morning^  when  she  received 
a  shot  from  the  Fort,  which  not  only  injured  her  considera- 
bly, but  wounded  three  of  her  crew,  one  of  them  severely, 
although  the  hail  from  the  Fort  had  oeen  repeatedly  answer- 
^,  and  the  vessel  brought  to  an  anchor. 

It  is  doubtless  known  to  your  excellency  that  such  is  the 
character  of  the  harbor  ot  Matanzas,  that  unless  advan- 
tage be  taken  of  the  land  breeze  which  is  felt  at  the  earliest 
period  of  the  morning,  it  not  unfrequently  happens  the  ves- 
sel  desiring  to  depart  is  detained  during  the  remainder  of 
the  day.  Under  tnese  circumstances,  and  the  brig  Elizabeth 
being  provided  with  all  the  requisite  passports  from  the  pro- 
per authorities,  here  the  undersigned  cannot  perceive  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  extreme  rigor  which  has  been  exercised  to- 
wards her.  In  the  present  instance,  it  appears  to  the  under- 
signed that  the  blood  of  his  coun^men  has  been  wantonly 
shed  and  their  property  injured,  without  adequate  cause,  and 
that  this  act,  emanating  from  an  officer  of  the  government, 
is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  treaties  exist- 
ing between  our  respective  governments,  for  the  ^idance  of 
the  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  having  for  their  object  the  general  ad- 
vantage and  reciprocal  utility  o[  both  nations.  Your  excel- 
lency being  so  well  acquainted  with  all  the  articles  of  the 
treaties  alluded  to,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  more  than  the  7th  and  8th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
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October,  1795.  Whilst  the  mideraigiied  kas  nerer  c€wa^9* 
Banced  any  improper  acts  of  his  eonntrymen,  they  ex- 
pect protection  when  engaged  in  kwful  eommeice,  and  hia 
goremment  will  require  of  him  the  exercise  of  his  power  in 
ejflfecting  it. 

Aware  of  the  excitement  which  this  occurrence  may  pro- 
duce in  the  United  States^  and  that  which  has  already  mani- 
fested itself  among  her  citizens  residing  at  Matanzas  and 
in  its  Ticinity,  as  well  as  among  those  of  the  fleet  under  hia 
command,  the  undersigned,  whilst  he  is  still  animated  by  the 
feelings  which  he  had  the  honor  to  express  in  his  comnrani- 
cation  to  your  Excellency  of  4th  March  last,  trusts  that  such 
measures  will  be  taken  promptly  by  your  excellency,  as 
may  redress  as  far  as  possible  the  wrong  already  done,  and 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  a  similar  outrage. 

Relying  confidently  on  the  justice  of  your  Excellency,  the 
United  States'  schooner  Shark,  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Boerum,  is  despatched  with  this  communication,  and  will 
await  your  reply. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  your  Excellency  assuraneea  of 
the  high  consideration  and  respect  with  which  he  has  the 
honor  to  subscribe  himself 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Servant, 
J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
To  His  Excellency, 

Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vites, 

Captain  General  of  the  Island  of 

Cuoa,  See.  dbc.  &c.  at  Havana." 

"  United  States^  Ship  Erie,  Harbor  of  McUanzas, 

December  12th,  1830. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  communication  of  the  6th  inst.  and  re- 
gret to  find  that  the  report  made  to  your  Excellency  rela- 
tive to  the  conduct  of  the  brig  Elizabeth,  varies  so  mate* 
rially  from  the  detailed  statement  of  the  case  made  by  the 
master  and  crew  of  said  brig  on  oath,  and  the  certificates  of 
the  masters  of  American  vessels  in  this  port  at  the  time, 
who,  from  their  situation,  could  not  easily  have  been  mistaken. 
The  usual  pass  had  been  deposited  in  the  Fort;  if  this  be 
the  ^  special  permission  from  the  local  authority,'  to  which 
your  Excellency  alludes,  the  Elizabeth  appears  to  have  at- 
tained it,  and  therefore  infringed  no  orders  in  attempting  to 
leave  the  port. 

It  is  matter  of  genecai  notoriety  that  for  some  yeara  past. 
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and  until  the  nfhvt  of  this  brig)  vessels  had  been  allowed  to 
depart  from  the  port  of  Matanzas  during  the  interval  be* 
tween  the  retreat  and  morning  gun,  without  molestation ;  and 
doubtless  the  relaxation  of  the  general  regulation,  was  a 
measure  of  necessity  Arising  from  the  peculiarities  of  the 
port,  and  it  must  be  well  known  to  your  Excellency  that  an 
early  departure  from  the  Northern  ports  of  this  Island,  ena- 
bling vessels  to  get  clear  of  the  land  before  night,  rendered 
them  less  exposed  to  depredations.  Previously  to  the  receipt 
of  your  Excellency's  communication,  I  was  not  aware  that 
a  cautionary  message  had  been  sent  by  the  commandant  of 
the  castle.  Upon  inquiring,  I  have  since  been  informed  that  a 
verbal  message  to  that  effect  was  sent  by  a  negro,  who  failed 
to  deliver  it.  After  reviewing  all  the  circumstances,  I  still 
retain  my  past  impression  that  the  brig  Elizabeth  has  been 
rigorously  dealt  with.  In  reference  to  the  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  accompanies  your  Excellency's  communication,  I 
have  to  reply  that  although  officers  under  my  command, 
when  commandinpr  vessels  separated  from  me,  are  expected 
to  call  on  public  authorities,  for  explanations  of  any 
wrong  committed  on  the  persons  or  property  of  our  citizens 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  lawAil  commerce,  nevertheless,  I 
am  not  disposed  to  countenance  any  departure  from  the  cour- 
tesy and  civility  due  to  such  authorities. 

In  the  present  instance,  I  had  expressed  my  disapproba- 
tion of  the  style  of  the  letter  complained  of,  previously  to 
the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  communication.  If  your 
Excellency  will  advert  to  the  first  letter  from  the  comman- 
der of  the  Natchez,  in  which  he  calls  the  attention  of  Colo- 
nel Don  Francisco  de  Paula  Albuquerque^  Governor  ad  inte- 
rim of  Matanzas,  to  the  affair  of  the  bng  Elizabeth^  your 
Excellency  will  perceive  it  breathes  every  feeling  of  civility 
and  respect  which  even  the  most  fastidious  could  have  de- 
sired ;  and  a  word  of  timely  explanation  would  have  served 
to  correct  unfavorable  impressions,  and  probably  have  saved 
me  from  the  necessity  of  addressing  your  Excellency  on  a 
subject  so  disagreeable.  By  refemng  to  the  last  letter  of 
said  Oolonel  and  GrovemcMr  ad  interim^  it  will  appear  that 
he  supposed  a  fiuilt  had  been  committed,  and  that  your 
Excellency  would  not  leave  unpunished  him  who  deserved 
correction. 

The  consular  agents  appointed  by  our  government  for  the 
Island  of  Cuba  not  having  been  accredited  by  that  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  it  devolves  upon  us  to  take  cognizance  of 
matters  more  properly  appertaining  to  such  agents.    I  hope 
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tlierafore  yoar  filxcellency  will  be  disposed  to  excuse  an  oc- 
casional aeriation  from  diplomatic  fonns^  and  let  me  trust 
that  such  a  remedy  may  ere  long  be  applied,  as  will  super- 
cede the  necessity  of  the  officers  of  this  squadron  haring  to 
contend  otherwise  than  on  their  peculiar  element. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  consideration  and  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  Ob't  Serrant, 
J.  D.  ELUOTT. 
To  His  Excellency. 
DoM  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives, 
Captain  General  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  &c.  &c.  &c.  at  Havana." 

In  the  summer  of  1831,  Captain  Elliott  arriyed  at 
Norfolk,  to  pass  the  hurricane  season  on  shore  with 
his  &mily.  On  the  night  of  his  arrival  in  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  he  was  informed  by  the  Mayor  of  Norfolk 
of  the  insurrection  of  the  blacks  in  Southampton 
county,  on  James  River  in  Virgiiiia.  The  puUic  will 
recollect  this  horrible  tragedy,  in  which  the  women 
and  children  of  many  mmmes  were  exterminated, 
and  the  whole  county  clad  in  mourning.  He  was  re- 
quested by  the  Mayor  to  proceed  up  the  river  to 
Southampton  county,  with  whatever  force  he  could 
detach  from  the  squadron  at  Norfolk.  With  his  usu- 
al promptitude,  he  detained  the  sloop  of  war  Warren, 
then  ready  to  sail  for  the  coast  of  Brazil,  ordered  all 
her  marines,  and  all  the  seamen  and  marines  of  his 
own  ship,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Southampton, 
under  command  of  Captain  Newton,  and  headed  by 
himself.  They  repaired  to  Jerusalem,  near  the  cen- 
tre of  the  county,  where  they  found  most  of  the  wo- 
men and  children  assembled  for  safety,  and  in  the 
greatest  possible  alarm.  But  the  insurrection  was 
soon  quelled,  and  he  returned  with  the  seamen  and 
marines  to  Norfolk.  The  following  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Eppes,  commander  of  theJetachment  of  Yirffinia 
militia  which  had  been  called  out,  shows  the  fecllDgs 
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entertained  for  him  and  the  officers  and  men  whom 
he  led  to  this  scene  of  butchery,  by  the  Virginia  mi- 
litia and  the  people  of  Southampton. 

"  Head  Quarters,  Aug,  26. 1831. 

Gentlemen, — Accident  has  brought  us  together  in  ser- 
vice of  disagreeable  character,  but  which.  I  natter  myself, 
will  be  terminated  speedily,  and  to  the  public  benefit.  An 
acquaintance  of  very  few  days  has  produced  in  every  part, 
the  highest  respect  loi  you  as  officers,  and  the  proper  consi- 
deration as  courteous  gentlemen.  The  annunciation  of  your 
readiness  to  return  to  your  station,  if  the  public  service 
would  permit,  has  devolved  upon  me  the  duty  of  acquies- 
cing in  that  determination,  and  of  availing  myself  of  the  oc- 
casion to  tender  to  you  on  my  own  part,  and  in  behalf  of  my 
officers,  for  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  behalf  of  our 
wives  add  children,  and  the  readiness  with  which  you  have 
co-operated  in  every  practicable  mode  to  advance  our  com- 
mon purpose,  an  assurance  of  our  obligation,  and  an  afiec- 
tionate  farewell. 

RICHARD  EPPES, 
Brig.  Gen. 

Com.  Elliott,  Col.  Worth, 
Capt.  Newton,  and  other  officers." 

The  following  is  Captain  Elliott's  account  of  this 
tragical  affiur  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

«  U.  8.  Shdp  Natchez,  port  of  Norfolk, 
2Sth  Aug,  1831. 
Sir, — At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  24th  inst  while 
on  board  this  ship,  then  lying  in  Hampton  Roads,  a  note  was 
presented  to  me  from  the  Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk, 
requesting  aid  from  the  Natches.  Warren,  and  Fortress 
Monroe,  to  quell  an  insurrection  ol  slaves  in  the  County  of 
Southampton,  Virginia.  Mr.  Gray,  a  highly  respectable 
gentleman,  the  bearer  of  the  note,  and  who  came  direct  from 
the  scene  of  the  disturbance,  represented  that  fifty  or  sixty 
persons  had  been  slaughtered,  and  that  the  local  militia, 
being  in  want  of  arms  and  ammunition,  were  unable  of 
themselves  to  pot  down  the  insurgents.  Under  such  cir- 
xumstances,  conceiving  that  humanity  required  a  prompt 
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exhibition  of  force  to  prerent  the  commission  of  farther  atro- 
citieS}  I  pushed  off  in  my  boat  with  the  fleet  Surgeon,  leav- 
ing directions  with  Master  Commandant  Newton  to  follow 
with  the  marine  guard  of  his  ship,  that  of  the  Warren,  and 
a  detachment  of  seamen,  so  soon  as  the  steam  boat  which 
brought  the  note  should  return.  I  arrived  at  Suffolk  about 
9  o'clock,  A.  M.  where,  being  joined  at  11  A.  M.  by  the 
force  under  Master  Commandant  Newton,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  U.  S.  troops  from  Fortress  Munroe,  under  Colonel 
Worth,  we  proceeded  on  to  Jerusalem,  a  small  village  of 
Southampton,  where  we  arrived  early  next  day.  Here  we 
met  with  General  Richard  Eppes  of  the  State  militia,  from 
whom  we  ascertained  that  seventy-three  persons,  principal- 
ly women  and  children,  had  fallen  victims  to  the  fury  of  the 
blacks.  I  immediately  offered  to  co-operate  with  the  force 
under  my  command,  in  any  movement  which  the  General 
might  deem  most  expedient  for  putting  down  the  insurrec- 
tion. The  prompt  and  judicious  measures  of  that  officer, 
which  were  greatly  facilitated  by  the  arrival  from  the  neigh- 
boring counties  of  a  number  of  mounted  men,  resulted  in  the 
restoration  of  quiet.  TVIost  of  the  insurgents  were  killed  or 
taken  prisoners.  In  the  mean  time,  the  detachment  from 
the  ships  and  the  fortress  were  encamped  at  Jerusalem, 
where  a  number  of  the  women  and  children  had  assembled, 
to  whom  our  presence  imparted  confidence  and  an  assurance 
of  protection.  The  insurrection  being  effectually  suppressed, 
the  services  of  our  men  no  longer  necessary,  and  as  the 
Warren  was  under  sailing  orders,  I  despatched  the  marines 
of  that  ship  on  the  26th  inst.  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Green  of  the  Navy,  (whom  I  found  on  the  spot  and  whose 
services  I  required;  on  their  return.  They  will  be  able  to 
rejoin  her  to-morrow.  I  left  the  remainder  of  the  seamen 
and  marines  under  the  command  of  Captain  Newton,  yes- 
terday, at  Jerusalem.  Theyr  will  arrive  on  board  by  Thurs- 
day next.  The  celerity  with  which  the  detachment  from 
the  Natches  and  Warren,  and  that  of  U.  S.  troops  from  For- 
tress Monroe,  were  brous^ht  from  such  a  distance  to  the 
scene  of  operation,  and  the  demonstrations  made  by  them 
during  the  march  across  the  country,  will  doubtless  have  a 
lasting  and  salutary  effect  on  the  future  conduct  of  that  de- 
luded race  against  whom  they  were  intended  to  act.  Al- 
though no  opportunity  was  aflorded  of  actual  conflict  with 
the  insurgents,  the  promptitude  with  which  Master  Com- 
mandant Newton,  and  the  officers  who  accompanied  him, 
undertook  the  performance  of  duty  to  which  they  were  un* 
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aeenstoaidl,  and  the  cheerfulnees  and  alacrity  of  the  men 
during  a  fatiguing  mareh  and  other  priyations,  entitle  them 
to  ai^robation.  Havinff  been  impelled  by  considerations  of 
humanity  to  engage  with  a  portion  of  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand, in  a  service  not  strictly  within  the  line  of  my  oflficial 
dutyj  I  have  necessaiiiy  entered  further  into  details  than 
the  importance  of  the  subject  would  seem  to  demand^  in 
order  that  the  Department  might  be  in  full  possession  of  the 
facts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  ob't  serv't, 

J.  D.  ELUOTT. 
Hon.  Lbvi  Woodbury, 

SecY  Nary,  Washington." 

For  the  valuable  services  thus  promptly  rendered 
to  the  suflFerers,  Captain  Elliott  received,  for  himself 
and  those  under  his  conmiand,  the  especial  thanks 
of  the  President,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
letter. 


"  Navy  Department,  Sept,  1,  1831. 
Sir, — I  hare  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  ex- 
planatory of  the  aid  afforded  by  the  Naval  force  under  your 
command,  on  the  call  of  the  civil  authorities,  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  insurrection  in  Southampton  county,  Virginia.  I 
have  submitted  your  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  desired  me  to  state  to  you  that  the  prompti- 
tude with  which  the  aid  was  rendered,  and  the  cheerful  and 
humane  feelings  exhibited  in  the  execution  of  the  duty,  are 
highly  creditable  to  yourself  and  to  the  officers  and  men  un- 
der your  command ;  and  he  requests  that  you  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  receive  for  yourself,  and  present  to  the  officers  and 
men,  an  assurance  of  his  cordial  and  entire  approbation. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.  &c. 

JOHN  BOYL?, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Com.  J.  D.  Eluott, 
Comdg.  West  India  Squadron, 
Norfofl:,  Va." 
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The  Gtovemor  of  Virginia,  Greneral  Floyd,  in  ad- 
yerting  to  this  melancholy  affair  in  his  message  to 
the  Legislature,  pays  a  hiffh  and  deserved  compliment 
to  Commodore  EUlott  and  those  under  his  command, 
for  the  zeal  and  activity  which  they  displayed  in  this 
hour  of  calamity ;  and  the  feelings  thus  expressed 
were  doubtless  entertained  by  the  people  of  the  whole 
State,  for  valuable  public  services  are  not  soon  forgot- 
ten by  the  warmhearted  and  generous  people  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Governor  Floyd's 
message  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  assemblea  in 
.December  following. 

"  I  feel  the- highest  gratification  in  addinethat  the.  readiest 
aid  was  afibrded  hy  Commodore  Elliott  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
and  a  detachment  of  sailors  from  the  Ship  -Natches  under 
his  command,  who,  notwithstanding  they  had  just  returned 
from  a  long  and  distant  cruise,  rej^aired  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion with  a  highly  creditable  alacrity.  Much  is  also  due  to 
Colonel  House,  the  commanding  omcer  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
for  the  promptitude  with  which  he  detatched  a  part  of  his 
force  to  our  aid,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Worth,  to  whom  similar  praise  is  due ;  as  likewise  to  Che 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for  the  promptitude 
with  which  they  also  repaired  to  our  assistance  so  sooi^  as  it 
came  to  their  knowledge.  All  necessity  for  their  co-opera- 
tion had  ceased  before  they  reached  their  point  of  destina- 
tion ;  but  thev  are  not  the  less  entitled  to  commendation  on 
that  account." 

In  November,  1831,  Commodore  Elliott  again  hoist- 
ed his  flag  on  board  of  the  Fairfield,  and  sailed  for 
the  West  Indies.  After  touching  at  the  Islands  be- 
longing^ to  the  several  European  powers,  he  proceed- 
ed to  Vera  Cniz.  In  May,  1832,  he  proceeded  to 
Tampico,  where  he  was  applied  to  by  three  persons, 
Spaniards  by  birth,  but  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
for  protection  a^nst  a  proclamation  issu^  by  Brig- 
adier General  Moctezuma,  the  military  commandant 
26       • 
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of  the  Mexican  government  at  Tamplca    The  Mex- 
ican government  had  ordered  all  native  Spaniards  to 
quit  the  Mexican  territory  within  a  certain  number  of 
days ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  decree,  General  Moc- 
tezuma  issued  his  proclamation,  commanding  all  such 
persons  to  quit  that  place  in  fifteen  days  from  the 
publication  of  the  same.     The  individuals  in  question 
were  inhabitants  of  Florida  and  subjects  of  Spain, 
when  that  territory  was  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  by  flie  act  oi  cession,  became  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  afterwards  took  out  formal  certifi- 
cates of  naturalization.    By  the  treaty  concluded  on 
the  6th  of  April,  1831,  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  the  citizens 
of  each  were  secured  from  molestation  by  the  other, 
while  pursuing  their  lawful  business.    Upon  the  ap- 
l^ication  of  these  persons  to  Commodore  Elliott,  he 
immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  General  Moctezuma, 
setting  forth  the  reasons  which  exempted  them  from 
his  proclamation,  and  claiming  for  them  the  immuni- 
ties secured  to  them  as  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  treaty  of  1831.    General  Moctezuma  replied 
that  the  treaty,  not  having  been  cffiicially  communi- 
cated to  him,  could  not  be  reco^ized  by  him  as  a 
law  of  Mexico.     Commodore  Elhott  again  addressed 
faim,  rq^eating  his  claim  in  behalf  of  these  persons, 
and  sending  to  General  Moctezuma  a  copy  of  the 
treaty.    At  the  same  time,  he  addressed  a  letter  to 
George  R.  Robertson  Esq.  U.  S.  Consul  at  Tampico, 
informing  him  of  these  fiicts,  and  requesting  him  to 
communicate  to  the  persons  a^frieved,  that,  Lieut^s- 
ant  Boenim,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Shark, 
was  instructed  to  wait  off  Tampico  during  twenty- 
finir  hours,  to  receive  them  on  board  and  transport 
thrnn  to  Pensacola,  or  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
at  their  option,  if  G^eneral  Moctezuma  should  insist 
OR  their  expulsion.    He  also  wrote  to  Anthony  B^tr 
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W,Esq.  Charge  des  affairs  of  the  United  States  at  Mex- 
icoy  requesting  him  to  cause  the  treaty  to  be  officially 
communicatea  to  General  Moctezuma.  The  procla- 
mation of  the  General  being  insisted  upon,  and  Com- 
modore Elliott  not  being  suble  to  use  force,  his  ship 
beinff  prevented  by  a  dangerous  bar  from  approach- 
ing Tampico  nearer  than  within  twelve  mil^,  these 
citizens  were  received  on  board  of  the  Shark,  and 
transported  to  the  United  States. 

In  his  cruise  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  begpning 
of  1832,  Captain  Elliott  was  attacked  by  a  bmous  or 
endemic  fever,  which  had  nearly  terminated  &tally, 
and  which  compelled  him  to  return  to  the  Head 
Quarters  of  the  Squadron  at  Pensacola,  for  the  resto- 
ration of  his  health.  While  there,  about  the  first  of 
May,  he  received  letters  from  the  American  Consuls 
at  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  statins^  that  the  American 
commerce  was  in  great  danger  from  the  distracted 
state  of  Mexico,  and  that  the  presence  of  some  one 
of  the  squadron  was  necessary.  He  immediately  des- 
patched the  Shark  to  Tampico,  and  sailed  in  tfie 
Fairfield  for  Vera  Cruz.  Being  overtaken  by  a  vio- 
lent ^e  from  the  North,  his  ship  drifted  among  the 
shoals  off  Vera  Cruz,  and  was  in  imminent  dan^r  of 
being  lost.  The  navigation  among  these  shoals  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous.  The  U.  S.  Schooner  Porpoise 
has  since  been  lost  upon  them,  and  the  Fairfield  would 
then  have  been  lost  without  the  greatest  exertions  of 
the  officers  and  men.  In  the  midst  of  this  storm. 
Commodore  Elliott  gave  another  signal  proof  of  that 
intrepidity  and  self  devotion  for  wHich  his  whole  life 
has  been  distinguished.  The  crew  of  the  Fairfield 
consisted  of  about  200  men  ;  and  to  save  their  Uves, 
he  was  obliged  to  jeopard  his  own.  He  went  aloft, 
and  amid  slTowers  of  rain  and  tremendous  gales,  di- 
rected the  course  of  the  ship  for  three  hours,  and 
steered  her  clear  of  the  shoals.    He  was  then  ill  of  en- 
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demic  fever,  and  undergoing  a  mercurial  course.  The 
consequence  of  this  exposure  was  a  violent  mercurial 
'  rheumatism,  which  compelled  him  to  resign  the  com- 
mand of  the  West  India  Squadron,  and  to  seek  the 
s&lubrious  air  of  the  Pennsylvania  mountains.  He 
accordindy  retired  to  his  estate  in  Carlisle,  where  he 
remained  till  the  Autumn  of  1832. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


Bfenta  in  Bovth  OareUna  in  1888  ind  18881 

In  the  autiimn  of  1832,  the  difficulties  in  South 
Carolina  began  to  present  a  formidable  appearance. 
The  threatening  attitude  assumed  by  the  authorities 
of  that  State  b^me  a  subject  of  ff^ve  and  anxious 
consideration  at  Washington.  The  President,  true 
to  his  determination  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  Fed- 
eral Union,  saw  the  necessity  of  meeting  the  storm 
with  prompt  and  vigorous  measures.  It  became  ne- 
cessary to  send  a  body  of  troops  to  Charleston,  unr 
der  command  of  General  Scott,  to  garrison  the  na- 
tional forts  there,  and  to  aid  the  civil  authorities,  if 
necessary,  m  maintaining  the  laws  of  the  Union.  A 
naval  force  before  that  port  was  also  necessary,  and 
a  commander  whose  resolution,  discretion  and  address 
could  be  relied  on.  Captain  Elliott  was  selected  by 
the  President  for  this  difficult  and  responsible  com^ 
mand,  and  very  reluctantly  left  his  peaceful  retreat 
among  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania,  to  engage  in 
the  civil  broils  of  his  own  countrymen.  It  is  not  the 
intention  or  wish  of  the  author  of  these  pages,  to  give 
a  particular  history  of  this  unfortunate  collision  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  the  Nation  and  one  of  the 
States.  The  chief  promoters  of  the  misunderstand- 
ing are  doubtless  convinced  that  any  forcible  attemptiB 
against  the  laws  of  the  Union  would  be  utterly  una- 
vailing ;  and  while  the  political  friends  of  the  Execu- 
tive find,  in  the  promptitude  and  energy  with  which 
26* 
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he  met  this  crisis,  additional  reasons  for  their  good 
opinion,  his  candid  opponents  will  acknowledge  that 
by  diis  promptitude  and  energy,  the  Federal  Union 
has  been  preserved  from  being  stained  with  fraternal 
blood.  But  while  a  minute  detail  of  whatever  oc- 
curred in  this  dispute  will  not  be  ^ven,  justice  to 
Captain  Elliott  requires  that  one  incident  should  be 
particularly  noticed.  A  French  Brig,  L'Aigle,  with 
a  valuable  cargo  on  board,  was  lying  at  Charleston, 
ready  for  sea.  The  French  Consul  at  that  port,  the 
Count  de  Choiseul,  addressed  to  Captain  ElUott  the 
following  letter. 

"  ConsulcUe  of  France  at  Charleston. 

Charleston,  2Sth  Jan.  1833. 
Sir, — The  undersigned,  Consul  of  France  for  the  Port  of 
Charleston,  has  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  French  Brig  L'Aigle,  bound  to  Bourdeaux,  and 
now  lying  in  this  port,  states  that  he  has  on  board  a  valua- 
ble c^o,  for  the  safety  of  which  serious  apprehensions  are 
entertained,  in  consequence  of  circumstances  which  haye 
come  to  his  knowledge.  The  undersigned  would  be  happy 
if  you  would  cause  convoy  to  be  given  co  the  said  brig,  for  a 
distance  of  30  or  40  leagues  from  the  coast.  That  distance 
is  deemed  sufficient,  as  she  is  a  fast  sailer.  The  undersign- 
ed believes  that  in  making  the  above  request,  he  conforms 
himself  to  the  custom  adopted  between  friendly  nations. 
Should  any  expense  attend  the  ^rant  of  convoy,  the  under- 
si£;ned  will  thank  you  to  inform  nim  of  the  probable  amount. . 
rfte  undersigned  lakes  this  opportunity  of  offering  to  you, 
Sir^  the  assurance  of  his  high  and  distinguished  conside- 
ration. 

I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

J.  DE  CHOISEUL." 

On  receiving  this  letter,  Commodore  Elliott,  una- 
ble to  imagine  what  dangers  could  beset  the  French 
brig,  and  at  the  same  time  disposed  to  grant  the 
French  Consul's  request,  provided  the  state  of  afiairs 
in  Charleston  would  permit  either  of  the  ships  under 
his  command  to  be  sent  away  as  convoy,  addressed  a 
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letter  of  inquiry  to  Hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  then  at 
Charleston.  Mr.  Poinsett  replied  in  the  following 
terms. 

«  Charleston^  Zdth  Jan.  1833. 
Mt  Dear  Sir, — I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine  what  dangers 
the  French  brig  can  be  exposed  to  on  our  coast.  There  is 
no  nullification  afloat.  However  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  be  the  danger  real  or  imaginary,  it  would  be  better  to 
grant  the  Consul's  request.  I  do  not  believe  these  men 
will  commit  any  act  of  hostility  until  their  forces  arrive  from 
the  country,  and  they  are  not  yet  in  march. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Ever  yours  truly, 

J.  R.  POINSETT." 

Captain  Elliott  then  learned  Aat  a  vessel  was  fit- 
ting out  at  Charleston  with  the  armament  and  other 
preparations  of  a  privateer,  and  supposed  that  this 
might  be  the  source  of  the  French  Consul's  appre- 
hensions. It  also  occurred  to  him  that  the  object  of 
the  nulUfiers  might  be  to  induce  an  attack  upon  this 
vessel  by  the  Natches  or  Experiment,  or  some  other 
forcible  act  which  mi^ht  cast  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment the  odium  oi-striking  the  first  blow  in  a  civQ 
war,  and  thus  afford  the  State  authorities  of  South 
Carohna  a  pretext  for  overt  acts  of  hostility.  Too 
sagacious  to  be  the  dupe  of  any  contrivance  forcom- 
promittin&f  the  Federal  Government,  Commodore  Elli- 
ott immediately  informed  the  French  Consul  that  af* 
ter  the  French  Brig  should  have  left  the  port,  convoy 
would  be  fiimish^  according  to  his  request.  The 
following  is  his  answer. 

"  U.  S.  Ship  Natches,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Jan.  29, 1833. 
Sra, — I  have  had  the  honcnr  to  receive  your  communica- 
tion of  the  28th  inst.  setting  f<^h  that  (reciting  the  letter.) 
I  cannot  perceive  any  just  cause  of  apprehension  or  alarm 
for  the  safety  of  said  vessel,  when  in  this  port,  or  whilst 
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lawfolljr  departing  from,  or  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  not,  however,  an  immediate  necessity  for  detain- 
ing the  ressels  of  the  United  States  here  m  port;  and 
should  yon  be  possessed  of  information  which  may  in  the 
slightest  decree  expose  commerce  to  a  hazard  whilst  on  the 
coast,  I  will  most  cheerfully  employ  a  portion  in  its  protec- 
tion. You  will  please  make  an  early  reply  t»  this  commu- 
nication. 

With  the  highest  consideration, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ob'l  serv't, 

J.  D.  ELUOTT. 
Count  Choiseul, 
Consul  of  France  at  Charlestcm." 

Three  days  after  sending  this  latter,  Commodore 
Elliott  received  the  following,  which  explained  the 
cause  of  the  French  Consul's  ap{Mrehensions,  and 
showed  that  the  information  concerning  the  fitting 
out  of  an  armed  vessel  at  Charleston  was  correct. 

"  CkmstUate  of  France  at  Charleston. 

Charleston,  Ut  Feb.  1833. 
Sir, — The  communication  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  addressing  me  on  the  29th  ult.  reached  me  yesterday 
at  a  late  hour;  the  circumstance  will  serve  as  my  apolc^ 
for  not  answering  it  sooner.  The  apprehensions  of  the 
captain  of  the  brig  PAigle  were  awakened  by  the  fact  of  a 
small  schooner  having  sailed  on  the  very  day  on  which  the 
brig  was  to  have  put  to  sea,  with  a  crew  of  twenty  men, 
after  having  got  on  board  a  number  of  small  arms.  This 
led  the  captain  of  the  Aigle  to  fear  that  a  piratical  at- 
tack might  be  made  on  his  vessel.  The  commander  of  the 
U.  S.  Schooner  Experiment  has  informed  me  that  in  conse- 
quence of  orders  received  from  you,  he  is  ready  to  convoy  the 
Aigle.  I  request  you  will  be  pleased.  Sir,  to  receive  my 
thanks  for  your  friendly  assistance,  and  I  have  the  honor  en 
informing  you  that  the  Aigle  will  be  ready  to  sail  on  Sun- 
day, 3d  inst.  should  that  day  be  convenient  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  of  offering  you 

the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration 

with  which  I  am,  Sir,  your  ob't  servt, 

J.  De  CHOISBUL. 
Com.  J.  D.  Elliott, 
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To  this  Captain  Elliott  made  the  following  reply. 

<<(7.  S,  Ship  Notches,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Feb.  6th,  1833. 
^  Sm, — I  have  but  this  moment  received  your  communica- 
tion of  the  1st  instant,  and  of  course  have  remained  unap- 
prised until  now  at  what  precise  time  the  French  Brig 
Eagle  would  depart  from  the  port  of  Charleston.  On  Sun- 
day morning,  however,  a  brif  bearing  the  flag  of  France  pass- 
ed within  hail  of  the  Natchez,  and  asked  for  convoy  ;  the 
officer,  presuming  her  to  be  the  Eagle,  despatched  the  U.  S. 
Schooner  Expenment  with  her,  and  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  saying  that  Lieutenant  Commandant  Mervine  left  the 
Eagle  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  with  a  strong  S.  W.  wind  and  a 
favorable  current  of  at  least  two  and  a  half  miles  per  hour. 
It  affords  me  a  very  great  ^tification,  when  I  assure  you  of 
the  pleasure  I  feel  at  havmg  it  in  my  power  to  render  as- 
sistance to  the  agent  of  a  nation  whom  the  Executive  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  recognizes  as  an  early 
friend  and  allyp  and  whose  citizens^  whilst  residiuj^  amongst 
usj  show  no  disposition  to  identify  themselves  m  the  po- 
litical concerns  of  the  country.  I  beg  you,  my  dear  Sir, 
to  feel  assured  that  while  in  command  of  the  naval  force 
at  Charleston,  of  my  readiness  to  be  at  all  times  at  your 
service. 

I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  again  renewing  the  consider- 
ation, with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ob't  servH, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT- 
Count  CeoisfiUL, 

Consul  of  France  at  Charleston." 

This  correspondence  having  been  transmitted  to 
the  Navy  Department,  Commodore  Elliott  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  following  testi- 
monial of  approbation. 


<<  JVavy  Department,  Feb.  Uih,  1833. 
I  have  received  your  letter  or  the  7th,  enclosing  the  corres- 
pondence with  the  French  Consul  at  Charleston,  relative  to 
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convoy  for  the  Brig  Aigle,  and  am  much  gratified  with  the 
character  of  the  correspondence. 

I  am  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  ob't  senr't, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Com.  J.  D.  Eluott, 
Commanding  Naval  Station, 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Of  all  the  public  services  in  which  Captain  Elliott 
has  been  engaged,  this  was  the  most  delicate,  the 
most  embarrassing,  which  most  required  prudencei 
sagacity  and  resolution.  The  excitement  among 
the  nuUifiers  of  South  Carolina  was  extreme,  and  the 
slightest  manifestation  of  rashness  or  irresolution  on 
the  part  of  either  Commodore  Elliott  or  General 
Scott,  might  have  led  to  events  of  which  the  bare  con* 
templation  is  horrible.  Fortunate  indeed  was  it  for 
the  Nation  that  the  {^resent  executive  was  then  in 
office ;  for  without  the  inflexible  resolution  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  this  attempt  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
Union  might  have  succeeded,  at  least  for  a  season. 
That  it  would  have  been  finally  frustrated,  no  one 
can  reasonably  doubt ;  but  that  with  a  more  timid 
policy  at  Washington,  some  desperate  steps  would 
have  been  taken,  is  equally  certain.  The  people  of 
this  great  Republic  may  differ  in  opinion  about  the 
propriety  or  expediency  of  some  measures  adopted  by 
the  present  Executive.  May  they  never  cease  to 
differ  about  public  measures  generally,  for  such  dif- 
ference, if  temperately  manifested,  if  restrained  by  re- 
qpect  for  law,  indicates  that  wholesome  vigilance, 
that  salutary  watching  of  public  servants,  which  is 
,  the  best  preservative  of  liberty.  General  Jackson  has 
his  partizans  and  opponents,  his  firiends  and  his  foes. 
This  only  proves  that  he  has  sufficient  force  of  cha- 
racter to  create  both.  The  greatest  men  have  been 
depreciated,  and  the  best  reviled,  by  the  envious  or 
the  malignant ;  anu  detraction  is  always  industrious 
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or  loud,  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  its  object. 
Indeed  it  may  be  truly  said  that  no  man  ever  deserved 
to  have  firiends  without  creating  enemies.  But  while 
the  patriotic  and  the  wise  may  entertain  different 
opinions  about  many  measures  of  the  present  execu- 
tive, while  they  may  differ  about  the  doctrines  set 
forth  in  his  (^lehrated  proclamation,  they  must  nev- 
ertheless admit  that  his  promptitude  and  firmness 
arrested  the  rapid  march  of  this  dispute  to  a  forcible 
issue,  and  saved  the  Nation  from  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war. 

It  is  also  fortunate  for  the  nation  that  General  Scott 
and  Commodore  Elliott  were  in  command  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces  of  the  Union  at  Charleston,  during 
this  portentous  crisis.  Firmness  and  address  were 
necessary.  In  selecting  these  officers,  the  President 
knew  his  men.  Their  valor,  constancy  and  sagacity 
had  been  thoroughly  tried  on  former  occasions. 
Every  friend  of  the  Union  may  gratefully  affirm  that 
these  qualities  did  not  fail  them  on  this. 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  state  a  fadt  which  not 
only  shows  the  professional  sagacity  of  Commodore 
Elliott,  but  may  serve  to  convince  the  disaffected  peo- 
ple of  Charleston,  that,  while  sent  there  to  maintain 
the  laws  of  the  Union  against  their  threatened  vio- 
lence, he  was  not  unmindful  of  their  interests  as  a 
part  of  that  Union.  From  its  Southern  position,  he 
saw  that  Charleston  was  exceedingly  eligible  as  a 
naval  station  for  the  rendezvous,  fitting  out  and  re- 
pairing of  sloops  of  war  and  other  small  vessels  for 
the  West  India  station,  and  that  the  bar  at  its  mouth 
was  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  such  vessels.  He 
also  adverted  to  the  frequent,  yet  groundless  com- 
plaints of  Southern  politicians  about  the  neglect  of 
the  South  and  the  expenditure  of  public  money  at 
the  North.  Being:  an  ardent  friend,  not  only  to  the 
navy,  but  to  the  Union,  he  thought  that  a  dock  yard 
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at  Charleston  would  not  only  be  very  useful  to  the 
former,  but  would  tend,  in  some  degree,  to  allay  the 
spirit  of  discontent  in  South  Carolina,  by  creating  a 
new  tie  between  it  and  the  latter.  He  suggested  this 
project  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who,  at  once 
perceiving  its  importance,  requested  his  views  at  large 
upon  the  subject.  Captain  Elliott  immediately  ap- 
plied to  several  citizens  of  Charleston,  soliciting  par- 
ticular information  from  each  upon  various  specified 
subjects.  To  Messrs.  Thomas  Bennett  and  Edward 
Carew  he  wrote  thus: 


"  Cftarleston^  April  11,  183d. 
U,  S.  Naval  Station, 

Gentlemen, — At  my  suggestion,  the  Hon.  the  Secretajry 
of  the  Navy  hias  taken  into  consideration  the  suMect  of  the 
location  of  a  naval  establishment  at  the  port  of  Charleston, 
S.  C.  and  has  called  on  me  for  such  remarks  as  may  throw 
light  on  the  subject.  The  residence  I  have  had  amons  you 
does  not  sufficiently  enaUe  me  to  judge  correctly  on  all  the 
points  which  woula  seem  to  be  embraced  in  the  instructions 
of  the  Government^  and  I  would  ask  leave  to  throw  myself 
on  your  kindness  m  obtaining  information  on  the  following 
points,  viz. 

Does  the  country  contiguous  to  Charleston,  and  within 
striking  distance,  afford  a  supply  of  live  oak,  white  oak,  yel- 
low pine,  and  masting  timber,  in  sufficient  quality  and  quan- 
tity to  meet  the  probable  wants  of  a  Naval  Establishment, 
for  the  constructmgf,  masting  and  repairs  of  Sloops  of  War 
and  smaller  vessels  ?  The  prices  at  which  the  same  could 
be  delivered ;  the  knees  and  beams  sided  and  cut  to  mould, 
the  planks  sawed,  and  mastings  in  the  rough  V^ 


To  Mestrs.  James  Marsh  and  James  Poycu. 
(Beginning  as  in  the  last.) — "  The  probable  number  of  me- 
chanics which  could  be  obtained  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Charleston,  to  work  in  a  dock  yard  when  established  ;  such 
as  ship-carpenters,  ship-joinera,  ship-smiths,  boat-builder^ 
block-makers,  and  conmion  laWers  for  daily  work;  ana 
amount  of  wages  for  each  ?" 
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"  To  Messrs,  Elias  Horry  and  MitcheU  King. 

— ^ .    The  possibility  of  finding  a  qpxnf 

of  stone  in  this  vicinity,  suited  to  the  facinjg  of  wharres, 
the  foundation  of  buildings  ?  And  the  q[uantity  and  price  of 
fciickr* 

"  To  Dr.  Johnston  and  Dr,  Dickson, 

■''■' .  The  mortality  of  Charleston  during 

the  years  from  1917  to  1833 ;  its  comoarison  with  other  cities 
«n  tne  sea  coast ;  with  the  means  oy  which  a  population 
may  be  rendered  healthy,  operating;  on  the  margin  of  one  of 
the  rivers  passing  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  contiguouf 
to  it?" 

^^  To  Hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett.  Gen.  Daniel  E.  HiAger^  Hon, 
Henry  Afiddleton. 

What  are  your  views  on  the  pro- 


priety of  kieadng  a  Nary  Yard  at  Ciuurieston  ?" 

As  this  project  has  not  yet  been  abandoned  by  Cap- 
tain Elliott,  the  two  following  letters  of  recent  date, 
to  Mr«  Pinckney,  Representative  in  Congress  firom 
£kmth  Candina,  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader. 

*^  Commandants  Offhe,  Navy  Yard, 
Boston,  Jan.  17fA,  1835. 

Sir, — I  duly  received  yours  of  the  12th  instant.  As  one 
of  die  B(mrd  of  Commissioners  for  selecting  suitable  silts 
f<Mr  naral  depots  and  military  works  for  maritime  defene«^ 
prior  to  1836, 1  examined  particularly,  with  the  other  members 
of  the  board,  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  as  well  as  that  of 
Pensacola,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  a  dock  yard  on  our 
southern  coast.  The  board,  however,  mt  that  time  gavt  thi 
preference  to  Pensacola,  for  various  reasons. 

Subsequent  events,  sparse&ess  of  the  population  in  the  vi^ 
cinity  of  that  city,  me  probability  or  an  union  betwe«A 
Chaneston  and  the  western  waters  by  means  of  railrond^ 
the  abundance  of  excellent  timber  mateiial,  and  the  eheap^ 
ttess  and  ease  with  which  it  can  be  obtained,  the  little  pro- 
gress made  in  the  meobanie  mits,  and  the  small  amount  of 
TOiblic  money  expended  in  South  Carolina,  united  with  tiie 
tnown  security  and  convenient  location  or  die  harbor  both 
fer  ofllmsive  and  deienam  ^liberations,  imd  for  kseping  tile 
26 
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black  popnlatioii  of  the  West  Indies  and  Southern  States 
separate,  strongly  impressed  my  mind  with  the  importance 
of  ha7ing  a  naval  depot  established  at  Charleston,  during 
my  late  command  there. 

r  therefore  collected  such  facts  as  seemed  most  worthy  of 
attention  in  relation  to  the  climate,  depth  of  water  on  the 
bur,  favorable  position  for  defence,  6cc,  6cc,  and  communi- 
cated the  same,  with  my  own  opinions,  to  the  Hon.  Levi 
Woodbury,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  seemed 
/kvorably  impressed  toward  a  speedy  establishment. 

Since  mir  sofoom  here,  I  find  tnat  head  mechanics  of 
science  and  skill  can  be  {Nrocured  in  this  vicinity  to  take  the 
directions  of  the  different  departments,  asd  that  in  compar- 
ing materials  and  labor,  the  economy  is  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  South." 

^Navy  Yard,  Boston, 
January  20,  1835i 

Sir, — Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have 
eaQed  to  recollection  some  few  points  more  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  estabUshment  c^  a  Dock  Yard  at  Chasleston, 
South  Carolina. 

In  addition  to  the  increase  of  trade  which  Charleston 
must  derive  from  the  western  part  of  our  country,  and  the 
advantages  she  derives  from  ber  central  position  in  the  shoal 
waters  of  ihe  South  between  the  Chesapeake  and  the  Tor- 
tugas  Shoals,  she  could  have  an  inland  water  communica- 
tion nearly  with  Norfolk,  one  of  the  grand  j^sitions  for  the 
eollection  of  materials  for  our  Navy.  By  this  means  stores 
and  materials  could  be  sent  inland  to  Ckarleston,  via  Wil- 
mington, within  a  few  miles  of  which  navigation  terminates; 
•ecure  from  a  superior  force  which  might  harbor  outside 
upon  the  coast. 

If  you  look  alonp^  the  coast,  you  will  perceive  from  the 
geographical  situation,  and  the  course  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  in 
which  all  vessels  move  returning  from  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Leeward  West  India  Islands, 
that  Charleston  has  a  more  immediate  connection  with  and 
control  over  that  coast,  than  even  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar  hat  ~ 
with  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Whilst  in  command  of  the  West  India  Squadron  and  at 
Pensacola,  I  had  occasion  to  despatch  from  thence  to  the 
Windward  Islands,  a  portion  or  the  vessels  under  my 
charge,  with'  two  and  a  half  months' provisions;  and  suca 
was  the  time  occupied  in  rounding  Tortugas  Shoals,  and 
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getting^  sufficiently  far  to  the  northward  and  eastward  to 
make  ^ese  Islands,  that  they  were  forced,  from  the  short' 
ness  of  proridtons,  to  retnm  to  Pensacola  without  reaching 
the  destinedpoint  I  instance  particularly  the  United  States 
Sloop  of  War  Vincennes,  Master  Commandant  E.  R. 
Shubrick. 

Objections  may  be  made  to  the  bar  which  I  have  demon- 
strated myself  to  be  unfounded,  as  I  passed  it  with  the 
Natchez  SkK)p  of  War  when  the  tide  was  not  up,  and  con- 
sider it  to  be  a  bar  passable  by  sloops  of  war  of  the  first 
class,  and  all  smaller  vessels;  and  it  the  same  means  were 
had  recourse  to  that  are  made  use  of  in  our  own  country, 
and  in  the  nor  th  of  Europe,  viz.  by  placing  under  the  bot- 
toms of  larger  vessels  lighters  and  camels  to  buoy  them  up. 
the  bar  might  even  be  passable  by  frigates  by  the  aid  of 
steamboats  to  regulate  their  movements. 

Ol^ection  has  also  been  made  to  the  climate,  and  sup- 
posed want  of  health  in  the  vicinity ;  but  this  is  unfound- 
ed, as  the  result  of  a  close  comparison  of  the  bills  of  mortal- 
ity of  the  cities  on  our  coast,  where  naval  (^rations  are 
carried  on,  places  it  as  the  third  in  point  of  health ;  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  and  Portsmouth,  N.  Hampshire,  being  only 
before  it. 

Some  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  position  of  Key 
West  and  Dry  Tortugas ;  but  I  consider  that  any  operations 
which  the  government  might  carry  on  there  would  require 
as  large  a  force  to  defend  it  as  any  maritime  enemy  could 
send  against  it.  The  reverse,-  however,  is  the  case  with 
Charleston. 

Should  von  not  succeed  in  getting  a  bill  for  its  location 
passed  at  this  session  of  Congress,  and  any  movement  is 
directed  to  be  made,  preparatory  to  the  full  explanation  of 
the  subject  at  the  next.  I  shall  mrnish  you  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure,  with  all  tne  nautical  information  in  my  power 
which  you  might  require." 

It  is  here  proper  to  notice  the  attention  paid  by 
Captain  Elliott  Jo  another  subject,  which,  like  that  last 
mentioned,  shows  his  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the  Navy, 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  South,  and  for  the  country 
generally.  While  in  command  of  the  West  India 
squadron  in  1830,  his  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
subject  of  cotton  canvass  as  a  substitute  for  hemp,  in 
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the  rigging  and  fitting  of  ships.  He  thought  that 
wheiever  the  interests  of  any  two  sections  of  the 
Union  coold  be  rendered  mutually  dependent,  the 
bonds  of  that  Union  would  be  multiplied  and  strength^ 
ened.  With  these  views,  be  thought  that  the  intro- 
duction of  cotton  canvass  into  the  navy  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  very  beneficial  results.  The  mercantile 
marine  of  the  Union  being  immense,  and  its  military 
marine  rapidly  increasing,  should  the  whole  be  ftir- 
nished  with  cotton  instead  of  hempen  canvass,  a  do- 
mestic demand  would  be  created  for  the  principal 
woduction  of  the  South,  greater  &an  any  three 
Southern  Stales  could  supj^.  One  objection  €^ 
Southern  politicians  against  a  protecting  tariff,  is  the 
alleged  dmiinution  of  a  foreign  demand  for  cotton. 
Commodore  Elliott  saw  that  by  this  suh^tution  c^ 
cotton  for  hempen  canvass,  this  objection  would  be 
obviated,  and  much  progress  made  in  allaying  the 
Bptnt  of  discontent.  For  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  this  subject,  he  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ot 
which  the  followtng  is  an  extract. 

^^  An  experiment  was  made  on  board  the  Natchez,  at  sea, 
with  the  Tiew  of  testing  the  strength  of  cotton  and  hempen 
eanrass,  in  the  following  manner.  The  pieces  of  each  kind 
were  placed  on  a  horizontal  stretchy  and  thus  subjected  to  a 
lateral  pressure  of  iron.  A  piece  or  wood,  plane  on  one  side 
and  convex  on  the  other,  was  interposed  between  the  can- 
Tass  and  iron,  so  as  to  procure  a  unif(»rm  ])ressure  on  eyerf 
part  of  the  canvass.  The  results  were  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  cotton  canvass,  viz. 

*<Na  2,  hemp  canvass  new,  2  feet  10  inches  square,  bore 
^90  lbs. 

''  No.  2,  cotton  canvass,  new,  2  feet  10  inches  square,  bore 
8790  lbs. 

''No.  1,  hemp  canvass,  piece  of  main-top-sail,  2  feet  10 
iaehes  square,  which  had  been  in  use  oae  year  and  two 
wenths,  split,  after  having  had  1616  lbs.  plaoed  upcm  it 

**No.  I,  cotton  canvass,  piece  of  jib,  same  dmiensionsi 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT.  905 

which  had  been  in  nse  one  year  and  two  monthly  boie 
2768  lbs." 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  of  reooit  datBi 
upon  the  same  subject,  £rom  Commodore  EUliott  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,  is  likewise  offered  to  the  reader. 

<<  I  am  now  using  the  cotton  manufacture  freely  at  this 
establishment,  (the  Boston  Navy  Yard,)  both  for  snips  and 
crews,  and  ho^  soon  to  see  all  our  ships  and  seamen  cloth- 
ed with  it,  which  I  haye  no  doubt  will  ultimately  contribute 
largely  to  supplant  the  Russian  duck  from  use." 
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caiAPTER.  xvn. 


T>o  Wgure  H— 4of  tU  Cowirimiioii. 

In  the  Spring  of  1833,  after  the  excitenieot  at  Char* 
leston  had  subsided,  and  coercive  measures  for  main- 
taining the  laws  of  the  Union  were  no  longer  contem- 
plated, Commodore  Elliott  was  appointed  commandant 
of  the  Navy  Yard  at  Charlestown  in  Massachusetts. 
He  arrived  there  in  the  Summer,  a  short  time  before 
the  visit  of  the  President  to  Boston.  Here  it  becomes 
a  painAil  duty  to  contrast  the  different  modes  in 
3¥hich  he  has  been  treated  upon  his  Southern  and 
Northern  Stations.  As  has  already  been  said,  he  left 
South  Carolina  with  the  respect  and  good  wishes  of  the 
very  peraons  whom  he  had  been  sent  there  to  oppose; 
ana  during  the  whole  period  of  his  command  there^ 
he  was  treated  by  the  same  perscms  with  the  most 
punctilious  courtesy.  While  he  was  in  daily,  hourly 
expectation  of  being  obliged  to  turn  the  cannon  of 
the  United  States  upon  tl^  capital  of  South  Carolina, 
he  was  treated  by  the  very  chiefs  of  the  insurrection- 
ary movements  which  he  was  sent  there  to  suppress, 
wkh  all  the  politeness  which  well-bred  men  alwa3rs 
accord  to  each  other;  with  aU  the  respect  due  to  a 
public  officer,  who,  though  required  to  perform  a 
harsh  duty,  still  knows  how  to  act  an  honorable  part. 
And  why  was  this?  Because  the  foremost  q>irits  of 
nullification,  however  intoxicated  with  political  ani- 
mosities, could  distinguish  between  the  man  and  the 
officer,  the  individual  and  the  service;  because  io 
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their  most  violent  excitements  upoa  public  niea8iu% 
they  could  still  be  Hiindfiil  of  the  courtesiee  and  char 
rities  of  private  life;  because  they  conki  lefpect  the 
nrinciple  which,  in  these  days  of  trafficking  and  Aofr- 
\mffi  seems  fast  fading  from  the  American  mind, 
and  will  soon  become  known  only  in  the  history  of 
exploded  usages^  that  public  enemies  con  be^  printaU 
friends. 

But  how  was  Commodore  Elliott  treated  upon  his 
Northern  Station?  The  Boston  press  can  tell !  Ay! 
The  Boston  press,  that  fsiithful  index  of  public  feeUng 
in  that  city,  discloses  a  S3rslem  of  &lsehood  and  vitn- 
peration^  which  may  weU  claim  for  Boston  the  right 
to  be  called — not  <<  Uie  head  quarters  of  good  princi- 
jdes,"  but  "  the  head  quarters  of  base  practices."  It  is 
an  unpleasant  task  to  record  the  fiiults,  vices  or  crimes 
of  a  sect  or  community;  but  if  a  community,  claixo- 
ing  pre-eminence  in  morals  and  manners,  in  virtue^ 
knowledge  and  refinement  are  addicted  to  censurable 
practices,  it  becomes  a  public  duty  to  strip  off  their 
mask  and  expose  them  as  a  warning  to  the  rest  oi  the 
workL  The  dominant  political  party  of  Boston  has 
long  governed  Massachusetts,  and  exercised  a  prepon^ 
d^atmg  influence  over  the  rest  of  New  EngkuML  If 
this  party  fights  with  poisoned  weapons,  or  otherwise 
of  honorab' 


disregards  the  rules  of  honorable  warfiue,  die  rest  of 
the  union  should  know  it;  for  by  such  knowledge 
will  it  be  aUe  to  weigh  the  mmts,  scan  the  preten- 
sions and  estimate  the  desagns  of  this  party  or  its 
champions,  and  to  decide  upon  due  qui^cations  of 
those  whom  it  pots  forward  as  candidates  £>r  public 
confidence. 

Practices  and  proceeding  will  be  disclosed  in  the 
course  of  these  pi^es,  which,  if  the  sense  of  shame 
be  not  extinguished  in  the  perpetrators,  will  cause 
thun  to  faludi  whenever  they  hear  the  name  of  Cap- 
tainElliott    Befi>rehewent(oChadestown|Orrath(sr 
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Boston,  he  had  heard.of  the  reception  ^ven  bjr  a  ma'^ 

S'  rity  of  its  citizens  to  the  Pi'esident's  inroclamation. 
e  had  heard  how  they  had  assembled  in  Faneueil 
Hall,  received  that  document  with  a  spontaneous 
and  universal  burst  of  applause,  and  had  put  fortfi 
their  ablest  leaders,  their  champions,  to  commend  it 
as  the  watchword  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 
A  personal  friend  of  the  Federal  Executive,  an  ap- 
prover of  this  act  of  its  administration,  and  by  the 
orders  in  his  pocket,  holding  his  sword  ready  drawn 
to  enforce  its  positions  arainst  the  miUtary  array  of 
South  Carolina,  Captain  Elliott  was  gratified  by  these 
manifestations  of  public  feeling,  ana  went  upon  his 
Northern  station  with  very  favorable  impressions  of 
,  Bostonian  character.  Not  long  after,  the  President 
went  among  them.  Where  was  his  reception  appa- 
rently more  cprdial?  Who  were  more  ready  to  ssdute 
him  with  warm  greetings,  to  strew  roses  in  his  path, 
and  to  rend  the  air  with  approving  shouts  as  he  passed 
along?  <^Let  us  go  and  see  the  President!  let  us 
shake  hands  with  the  President!  let  us  pay  our  re- 
spects to  the  President!"  were  the  eager  declarations 
of  every  "Whig,"  then  "National  Republican,"  once 
"Aclam's  man,"  once  "Federalist,"  as  he  met  his 
neighbor.  The  party  designations  so  often  changed 
to  suit  their  ever  changing  policy,  were  all  swept 
from  their  memories.  They  were  all  administration 
men!  They  were  all  Jacb^n  men!  State  Elxecu- 
tives  and  City  Municipalities  were  ready  with  their 
technical  coi^fratulations;  Universities  with  their 
honorary  degrees;  and  crowds  with  their  hands  to 
be  shaken,  jostling  each  other  for  an  opportunity  to 
be  civil.  Old  wool-dyed  politicians  forgot  the  anti- 
pathies of  half  a  century;  "the  Monster,"  ready  to 
sell  opposition  at  a  discount  and  buy  adhesion  at  a 
premium,  sent  forth  its  "Presidents,  directors  and 
stockholders  "  to  negotiate  its  civiUties  without  shav- 
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iog;  and  the  poor  democrals,  easer  to  ^t  a  peep  at 
the  man  who  gained  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  com- 
plained that  <'  the  Dons  of  Federalism  and  monied 
aristocracy "  blocked  up  all  avenues  to  his  presence. 
In  short,  so  pressing,  so  in^rtunate  were  his  new 
friends,  that  be  was  obliged  to  retrace  his  steps  with- 
out having  seen  noore  than  a  glim^e  of  New  Eng- 
land, for  fear  of  being  killed  with  kindness. 

Was  Captain  Elliott  to  suppose  all  this  a  spontane- 
ous burst  of  genuine  feeling,  or  a  mere  political  farce, 
prepared  by  stock  jobbers  and  vote  jobbers  to  affect 
thecourse  of  the  Executive  upon  some  question  of  pub- 
lic policy?  He  might  indeed  have  supposed  that  it 
was  a  mere  device,  mvented  for  the  purpose  of  divert- 
ing the  Executive  from  its  opposition  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  But  Uke  a  sincere  and  warm 
hearted  man,  he  held  the  former  opinion,  and  imme- 
dUately  and  cordially  joined  in  all  the  preparations  for 
meeting  the  President.  The  Constitution  fri^te 
was  to  be  docked  for  repairs.  Captain  Elliott,  seeing 
every  man  striving  to  be  foremost  in  respectful  con- 
gratulations, seeing  Andrew  Jackson  received  with  all 
me  enthusiasm  which  the  greatest  favorite  can  ever 
hope,  with  all  which  they  had  ever  shown  to  the  great 
and  good  Lafayette,  with  all  which  they  had  shown, 
years  before,  to  the  revolutionary  Monroe,  seeing 
that  they  would  not  let  him  rest  from  their  civilities 
by  day  or  by  night,  and  even  shod  with  silver  the 
horse  on  which  he  rode,  justly  conceived  that  he  could 
not  perform  an  act  more  gratifying  to  the  people  of 
Bostcm,  than  by  placing  upon  the  lx)ws  of  wnat  they 
called  their  favorite  ship,  the  image  of  the  very  man 
before  whose  livinff  image  they  were  then  almost  bow- 
ing down  to  worship,  ne  communicated  his  views 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  Navy,  who  gave  to  the 
act  their  official  sanction.  Was  there  no  precedent 
for  this?    Has  the  image  of  no  public  man,  of  no 
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President  of  the  United  States,  ever  before  appear- 
ed upon  any  of  our  national  ships  ?  During  the  ad- 
ministration of  John  Adams,  his  own  image  was 
placed  upon  the  corvette  John  Adams.  The  same 
ship  has  been  rebuilt  upon  an  enlarged  scale,  and  the 
same  image  has  been  placed  upon  it — ^by  the  present 
administration.  Under  the  administration  of  James 
Monroe,  the  image  of  Washington  was  placed  upon 
the  Washington,  that  of  FranUin  upon  the  Franklin, 
that  of  Columbus  upon  the  Columbus,  that  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  upon  the  North  Carolina,  and  that  of 
Commodore  Stewart  upon  the  Cyane.  Under  the  ad- 
ministration of  John  Quincy  Adams,  the  head  of  De 
Witt  Clinton,  then  Governor  of  New  York,  was  exe- 
cuted for  the  New  York,  now  building  at  Norfolk: 
Under  the  same  administration,  the  head  of  Captain 
John  Smith  was  placed  upon  the  bow  of  the  Potomac, 
and  his  coat  of  arms  upon  her  stern.  For  this  act 
then  there  were  precedents  in  abundance.  A  questicm 
may  indeed  be  raised  about  the  propriety  of  adorning 
public  ships  with  the  images  of  public  men,  especiaE 
ly  if  living.  The  practice  may  be,  and  probably  is 
H'aught  with  evil  tendencies,  for  it  probably  leads  di- 
rectly to  that  undue  respect  for  individuals,  that  marir 
worship,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  re- 
publicanism. It  would  doubtless  be  better  if  no  sta- 
tues or  ima^s  were  tolerated  upon  our  public  ships 
or  public  buildings,  excepting  those  which  are  strictly 
emblematical,  or  which  represent  mere  abstractions. 
The  sentiment  that  should  be  most  carefully  nur- 
tured in  a  republic,  is  respect  for  the  laws,  without 
regard  to  the  persons  who  administer  them  ;  and  one 
of  the  most  effectual  modes  of  inculcating  this  senti- 
ment is,  to  discourage  extreme  respect  for  individuals. 
If  the  magistrate  be 'worshipped,  the  laws  will  be  for- 
gotten and  he  will  be  set  above  them.  But  while  the 
practice  of  erectin^  statues  and  images  is  tolerated, 
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while  precedents  are  furnished  in  abundance^  there  is 
as  much  propriety  in  putting  the  image  of  one  Presi- 
dent upon  a  national  ship,  as  another ;  and  if  the  im- 
age and  the  arms  of  a  British  knight  are  put  upon  a 
ship,  as  were  those  of  John  Smith  upon  the  Potomac^ 
and  of  Walter  Raleigh  upon  the  North  Carolina,  there 
can  he  no  substantial  reason  for  refusing  the  honor, 
if  such  it  may  be  called,  to  an  American  President. 
Captain  Elliott  therefore,  in  doing  what  had  been  of- 
ten done  before,  should  not  be  particularly  obnoxious 
to  censure,  should  not  be  particularly  singled  out  for 
denunciation ;  more  especially  as  he  was  impelled, 
not  only  by  proper  respect  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  nation,  but  by  an  amiable  wish  to  grati^  a  com- 
munity which  had  been  so  lavish,  and  apparently  so 
cordial  and  sincere,  in  its  congratulations  and  mani- 
festations of  good  will. 


"  But  soon  there  came  a  frost  !- 


The  deposits  were  removed!  Then  came  curses 
loud  and  deep  from  the  very  mouths  which,  a  few 
short  weeks  before,  had  rent  ^Jie  air  with  hozannas 
and  shouts  of  welcome.  K  they  deemed  this  measure 
an  act  of  executive  usurpation,  a  perversion  of  law, 
they  were  justified  in  denouncing  it  in  strong,  yet 
temperate  phrase ;  for  all  perversions  of  law,  by  what- 
ever branch  or  officer  of  ihe  government  they  may  be 
made,  should  be  met  in  the  very  threshold  by  firm, 
yet  temperate  resistance.  It  is  the  duty  of  each  and 
all  to  resist  executive  encroachment  as  well  as  corpo- 
rate corruption;  to  guard  the  public  liberties  from 
being  hewn  down  by  the  public  sword,  as  well  as 
from  being  bought  up  by  the  public  money.  But  if 
this  change  from  oriental  prostration  to  incendiary 
reviling  were  wrought  by  the  designing:  few  upon  the 
deluded  many,  because  a  few  stockjobbing  calcula- 
tions were  defeated,  it  can  elicit  no  other  sentiment 
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from  enliditened  and  independent  minds,  than  exe- 
cration of  the  leaders  and  contempt  of  the  followers; 
execration  and  contempt  for  that  rabble-likej  mob-like 
spirit  which  can  fawn  and  crouch  to-day  and  revile 
to-morrow,  accordingly  as  its  interests  of  the  moment 
are  subserved  or  disregarded. 

The  deposits  being  removed,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  ^^that  venerable  old  gentleman^  so 
frank^  so  cordial  in  his  demeanor^  so  winnings  so 
d^ahle^  so  polite,  who  said  so  many  civil  things  of 
New  England,  who  paid  so  many  fine  compliments 
to  our  citj/y  who  expressed  such  admiration  of  our 
militia,  who  bowed  so  gracefully  and  rode  a  horse 
so  well/*  is  transformed  bcuJc  again  into  ^<  a  roaring^ 
lion,  an  Arab  chief,  a  tyrant,  a  bully,  an  ignoramiu^ 
The  directors  of  Universities  b^^  to  quarrel  about 
recalling  their  honorary  degrees;  and  Captain  Elliott, 
whose  arm  had  been  almost  shaken  firom  its  socket 
in  the  days  of  ^eeting,  is  denounced  as  the  humble, 
subservient  tool  of  a  t3nrant,  defiling  a  national  ship 
widi  a  tyrant's  ima^,  and  loading  the  nation's  guns 
to  awe  the  sovereTgn  people  into  bowing  down  to 
adore  it.  Then  it  is  discovered  that  the  Consti- 
tution Frigate  belongs,  not  to  the  United  States, 
but  to  Boston!  Ay!  to  the  North  End!  Then 
it  is  discovered  that  to  put  the  image  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  America  upon  a  na- 
tional ship,  by  order  of  the  commissioners  and  direct- 
ors of  the  national  marine,'  is  a  flagrant  and  pre- 
meditated insqlt  to  the  "Boston  Boys,"  because  this 
ship  happened  to  be  built  at  Boston  some  thirty- 
seven  years  ago,  and  because  the  majority  of  sailors 
recruited  for  it  were  New  Englanders,  whenever 
it  happened  to  be  recruited  or  repaired  on  a  New 
England  station !  Then  are  hoisted  the  flood  gates 
of  editorial  vituperation,  and  down  pours  the  foul 
torrent  upon  the  devoted  head  of  a  brave  and  ho- 
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Qorable  officer,  whoee  crime  was  an  attempt  lo  pleaa^ 
hk  deiamers. 

But  a  wish  to  please  the  people  of  Boston,  then  ap^ 
parentl^  so  delighted  with  the  President,  was  not  the 
only  object  of  Captain  Elliott  in  ordering  this  image* 
He  had  higher  views!  nobler  aims !  A  chief  induce- 
ment was  to  promote  the  popularity  of  the  navy  in 
that  section  of  the  country  where  it  had  never  been 
a  fitvorite,  the  West.  He  thought  that  as  the  Presi- 
dent was  very  popular  in  the  West,  and  withal  highly 
partial  to  the  navy,  he  might  mitigate  the  hostility 
with  which  this  arm  of  the  national  defence  had  at' 
ways  been  viewed  in  the  great  Western  Slates,  by 
exhibiting  him  in  immediate  and  friendly  connection 
with  it.  It  is  needless  to  descant  upon  the  influence 
of  associations.  Captain  EUiott  believed  in  such  in* 
fluence,  and  was  disposed  to  direct  it  to  a  puniose  of 
public  utility.  The  Constitution  was  the  favorite 
ship  on  tlie  sea-board.  She  was  the  first  to  break  the 
charm  of  England's  naval  invincibility;  the  first  to 
carry  <<  the  star  spangled  baniter  "  upon  the  mountain 
wave,  in  victory  over  the  cross  of  St  George.  She 
had  therefore  become  hallowed  in  the  associations  o( 
every  citizen  of  the  sea-board,  as  an  emblem,  an  ab* 
straction  of  his  countr]r's  maritime  glory.  Nor  wai» 
the  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  less  interwoven  in  all 
associations  of  victory  upon  land,  in  the  mind  of 
every  son  of  the  West.  To  place  the  image  of  the 
moist  popular  man  of  the  West  upon  the  &vorite  ship 
of  the  East,  would  present  the  navy  to  the  Western 
people  with  associations  of  a  new  and  friendly  cha^' 
racter.  Nor  was  the  partiality  of  the  President  for 
Ae  navy  the  only  light  in  which  CapHuin  Elliott 
sought,  by  this  act,  to  preset  him  to  the  Western 
people.  The  reader  will  recollect  the  decided  stand 
taken  by  the  Presidbnt,  on  all  occasions,  in  support 
of  the  Federal  Union.  He  will  recollect  the  sentim^H; 
27 


3l4  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

oflfered  by  him  at  a  paUic  dinner  at  Washingti»i| 
upon  the  birth  day  of  Ifr.  Jefferson,  where  it  is  more 
than  supposed  that  zeal  for  the  Union  was  not  the 
ruling  passion  of  the  ruling  spirits  of  the  occasion: 
**The  Federal  Union;  it  must  be  preserved!"  Par- 
ticularly will  he  recollect  the  proclamation,  and  the 
military  preparations  to  maintain  the  laws  of  the 
Union  in  South  Carolina;  measures  which,  however 
poUticisens  may  differ  about  their  political  chan«cter 
or  tendencies,  certainly  proved  the  sincerity  of  the 
President's  professions  of  attachment  "  to  the  Federal 
Union."  Captain  EUiott  thought  that  by  placing  the 
image  of  Andrew  Jackson  upon  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, he  should  not  only  imply  to  the  whole  nation 
that  the  President  was  friendly  to  the  Union  and  the 
Constitution,  but  also  excite  in  the  mind  of  every 
citizen  the  thought,  that,  with  the  Union  were  inse- 
parably connected  the  naval  and  military  glories  of 
the  country.  He  had  yet  another  object.  He  wished 
to  present  the  President  to  the  citizens  of  the  East  as 
the  preserver  of  their  fiivorite  ship,  the  Constituticm. 
While  Hr.  Branch  was  at  the  h^ul  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, the  commissioners  of  tlie  navy,  or  a  major- 
ity of  them,  thought  of  breaking  up  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  Branch  consulted  the  President  upon  the  subject, 
who  promptly  replied,  "  The  Constitution  must  be 
preserved." 

All  these  considerations  united  induced  Captain 
EUiott  to  propose  the  head  or  image  of  the  President 
as  a  suitable  ornament  for  the  bow  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  he  proposed  as  ornaments 
for  her  stem,  the  heads  of  Hull,  Bainbridge,  and 
Stewart,  the  commanders  of  "Old  Ironsides"  in  her 
three  several  victories  over  the  Guerriere,  the  Java, 
and  the  C3rane  and  Levant.  As  before  said,  die 
Commissioners  approved  of  the  whole  proceeding, 
and  an  artist  was  employed  to  execute  Uie  work. 
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For  proof  that  this  effort  of  Commodore  Elliott  ^to 
render  the  navy  popular  in  the  west  was  not  entirely 
unavailing,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  sentiment  offered 
at  the  celebration  of  the  national  anniversary  at  Har- 
risburgh,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1834,  at  which  the  go- 
vernor of  the  state  was  present  The  objects  of  the 
toasts  were  <^  Old  Ironsides  "  and  <^  Commodore  Elliott, 
a  son  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  the  subject  was  his  firm- 
ness in  resisting  the  efforts  of  the  Boston  aristocracy 
in  the  affsSi  of  the  figure  hetid.  If  this  be  not  the 
first  instance  in  which  a  direct  compliment  has  been 
paid  to  the  navy,  or  to  any  particular  ship,  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  Middle  or  Western  States,  such  instances 
have  been  rare.  However  inconsiderable  they  may 
seem,  they  serve  to  indicate  and  to  affect  public  senti- 
ment. The  more  frequently  the  navy  can  be  pre- 
sented to  the  public  mind  by  compUmentary  notices, 
the  greater  is  the  probability  of  its  becominff  a  popular 
&vorite.  It  is  natural  for  the  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia to  feel  an  interest  in  the  fame  of  Commodore  Elli- 
ott, because  he  is  a  Pennsylvanian  ;  and  if  his  cha- 
racter reflects  honor  upon  that  State,  if  he  be  a  per- 
sonage of  whom  that  great  andenlightened  State  may 
justly  be  proud,  it  is  more  than  probable,  for  it  is  na- 
tural, that  Pennsylvania  should  be  well  disposed  to- 
wards the  navy  upon  his  account. 

But  the  removal  of  the  deposits  having  raised  the 
Bostonians  firom  their  genuflections  into  an  attitude 
of  "  resistance  to  a  t3rrant,"  it  became  a  part  of  their 
new  poUcy  to  abandon  shaking  hands  with  Captain, 
Elliott  as  the  Presidents  particular  friendj  and  to 
denounce  him  as  the  tyranfs  siibservimt  tool.  Mur- 
murs of  dissatisfaction  began  to  circulate,  and  occa- 
sionally to  appear  in  newspapers.  The  ground  of 
complaint  seemed  to  be  the  placing  of  a  Western  man's 
image  upon  a  ship  which  was  claimed  as  the  exclu- 
sive property  of  Massachusetts,  or  rather  of  Boston. 


116  LIFB  QP  CHMf  •  EIXIOTT. 

Shnm  the  aitbtiiriio  carved  the  iniage  was  beset  whh 
Bflmonstrances.  Captain  Elliott,  imomied  cf  these 
proceedings,  of  this  growins^  complaint,  applied  to  Ae 
OcMmnissioners  ei  the  nav^  fiur  directions;  iin'  as  he 
had  undertaken  the  affidr  m  part  to  gratify  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston  and  its  vicinky,  he  did  not  widi  unne- 
cessarily and  wantonly  to  irritate  a  local  prejudice, 
which  claimed,  bowerer  absurdly,  one  of  the  national 
sbqw  as  the  exclusive  property  of  Boston.  He  sup- 
posed that  the  objectors,  entertaining  no  hostility 
against  the  image  of  Gr^neral  Jackson,  and  merely 
wishing  to  have  what  thc^f  were  pleased  to  call  thdr 
own  shtp  adorned  with  ncrbther  images  than  those  of 
Bostonians,  or  at  least  of  New-England  men,  would 
be  perfectly  satisfied  and  would  cease  from  complain- 
ing, if  any  other  destination  were  given  to  the  image 
in  question.  But  being  a  Pennsylvamiqi,  and  imper- 
fectly acqiwinted  with  the  state  of  society  in  Boston, 
he  knew  not  the  spirit  of  its  politics.  He  did  not  then 
know  that  its  ruling  party,  claiming  cM  its  ^^respecta- 
bility,"  considered  all  expedients  lawful  to  gain  a  po- 
litical end,  and  felt  no  compunctions  in  [^looting  with 
poisoned  arrows  or  stabbing  with  poisoned  £iives. 
He  did  not  then  know  that  to  a  pc^tioal  adversary, 
no  quarter  was  to  be  given ;  that  he  was  to  be  hunted 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  at  his  business  or  his  fire- 
side ;  that  io  the  veritable  spirit  of  the  bull  of  excom- 
munication recorded  in  Tristram  Shandy,  they  cursed 
kim  in  all  porta  and  interdicted  him  from  every 
thing  ;  that  they  cursed  him  (»s  Unde  Toby  toould 
not  curse  a  dog  !  That  there  are  honorable  exceptions 
firom  this  description, 

"like  aagel  visits,  few  aod  far  between  * 

is  true ;  but  that  the  description  is  strictly  applicable 
to  a  majority  of  its  Whiggism,  its  Federalism,  its  Nch 
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HoncU  Republicanism^  its  High  iariffism^  its  anti- 
tariffism^  its  nuUific€Uionism,  or  whatever  ism  may  be 
assumed  to  favor  the  policy  of  the  day,  can  never  be 
doubted  by  those  w)io,  Hke  Captain  Elliott,  have  been 
subjected  to  the  domiciliary  i>isits  of  its  political  al- 
guazils.  He  did  not  then  toiow  the  character  of  the 
people  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and  consequently 
knew  not  the  difficulties  of  his  position.  To  be  ap- 
peased was  no  part  of  their  poUcy.  All  the  energies 
of  the  National  Bank  were  now  summoned  against 
the  Executive,  and  recruits  were  to  be  called  from  all 
quarters.  The  President,  and  all  who  supported  his 
views  of  this  institution,  whether  active  or  passive  as 
poUticians,  were  to  be  assailed;  and  every  individual 
and  every  subject  connected  with  him  or  his  admin- 
istration, directly  or  remotely,  were  devoted  to  the 
*  sacrifice.  Captain  Elliott  was  a  "  Jackson  man,"  and 
the  "  Figure  Head"  was  a  good  subject  for  the  decla- 
mation, the  detraction  or  the  &lsehood  of  the  press. 
Nor  was  this  the  only  object.  Captain  Elliott  was 
a  Democrat  of  the  Old  School.  The  dominant  party 
of  Boston  could  not  forgive  him  for  this,  and  were  re- 
solved to  drive  him  bom  their  vicinity.  Boston  Fede- 
ralists of  influauce  were  heard  to  say,  "  Captain  El- 
Uott  is  too  republican  for  this  quarter ;  we  must  get 
rid  of  him,  and  have  his  place  filled  by  some  one  of 
more  congenial  poUtics." 

The  s5;retary  and  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  in 
reply  to  his  application  for  directions  under  the  cir- 
cumstances thefi  existing,  left  to  his  option  the  plac- 
ing of  the  image  upon  tne  Constitution,  or  upon  any 
ship  of  the  line  then  building"  or  repairing  at  Charles- 
town.  Here,  had  Captain  Elliott  been  treated  wUh 
the  courtesy  due  to  the  occasion,  to  his  station  and  to 
himself,  the  a&ir  would  have  terminated  peaceably, 
the  image  would  have  been  placed  upon  some  other 
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stupyand  liie  ^H^tmceftil  semes  which  ha^e  «mce  lol^ 
lowed,  would  have  been  pxevented. 

E^l  before  Captain  Elliott  receired  his  direction^ 
from  the  Navy  Department,  the  press  had  q)ened  itii 
batteries  of  vituperation ;  for  a  peacefiil  teriionaticiQ 
of  the  ccmtroversy  was  never  intended  by  those  who 
b^;an  it.  An  incendiary  handbill  was  stuek  about 
Hie  (Greets  of  Boston,  fraught  with  the  ferocious  spirit 
of  nnschief  which  characterises  these  mob-ruling 
days.  It  called  upon  "  the  Boston  Boys,"  tiie  "  North 
Enders,"  to  assemble  a  body,  and  with  force,  lawless, 
mob4ilDB  force,  to  invade  the  premises  <^  the  nation, 
and  to  tear  down  from  a  national  ship  the  image  of 
the  national  Elxeeutive,  lawfully  placed  there  by  the 
nation's  constituted  authorities !  To  give  the  reader 
a  specimen  of  the  respectable  missives  which  some- 
times issue  from  Bostim  printing  offices,  which  are 
stuck  at  the  comers  of  Boston  streets,  upon  Boston 
Banks,  Boston  Insurance  Offices,  Boi^cm  Court  Houses 
and  Boston  municipal  Halls,  and  which  are  read  by 
Boston  politicians  with  approving  smiles,  and  men*< 
tioned  with  approving  comments,  the  handbill  is  here 
ofii^ed,  vmfbatim^  et  Hteraium  et  pmkciua^m* 

"IPREEMEN  awake; 

on   THE   CONSTITUTION!    WILL    8IIHC, 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  old  *  Olotv  President,'  has  issued  his 
special  orders  for  a  Colossean  Figure  of  his  Roy^  Sdf  in 
iCoinan  Costume,  to  he  placed  as  a  figufe  head  on  OLD 
IilQNSII>ES ! ! !  Where  is  the  spirit  of  '76 ?-^wheie  the 
hiave^  Tori  who  fought  and  oon^ered  in  the  glorious  ship^ 
wher^  the.  Mechanics,  and  where  the  Bostonians  who  have 
rejoiced  in  her  achievements  7  Will  they  see  the  Figure  of 
a  Land  Luhber  at  her  bows  ?  No,  let  the  cry  be  ^  all  hands 
on  deck'-aad  save  the  ship  by  a  timely  vemonstianee  express^ 
jiig  9iir  iKdignatioQ  in  a  tow^  of  thi^nder  \ 

^JUet  vaaa^fi^leJA  the  '  Cradle  of  Liberty,'  all  hands  up 
fpx  the  Constitution-^let  the  figure  head  (if  mortal  man  be 
worthy)  be  that  of  the  brave  mJLL,  the  immortal  DECA- 
TUR, or  the  valiant  PORTER,  and  not  that  of  a  Tyrant. 


Let  tts  not  girt  vp.  the  «hi]^,  but  nail  the  §kg  of  ^  Unioft  te 
Ae^  nast  h«iul,  aii4  let  her  ride  the  mountwa  vk%y9  trium- 
flk^JxU  with  none  aboard  but  the  Sona  of  Liberty,  all  Hes^ 
and  blood,  having  the  hearts  and  souls  of  Freemen. 

"North-enders !  shall  this  Boston  built  ship  be  thus  dis- 
graced without  remonstrance.  Let  this  Wooden  Ood^  tlM 
Old  Rbman,  building  at  the  expense  of  300  dolkfs  of  th« 
Pe^^'s  monef ,  be  ptesented  to  the  Cffice  Holder$  who 
elory  in  such  worship  but  for  Qod's  sake  8AV£  THE 
Ship  from  this  foul  disgrace. 

A  NORTH-ENDBR." 

Did  that  portion  of  the  Boston  press  which  is  op- 
posed to  the  Federal  administration,  contain  no  re- 
buke of  this  threatened  violence?  no  caution  against 
this  meditated  infringement  of  the  laws?  None! 
None!!  NONE!!!  On  the  contrary,  publications  ap- 
peared in  it  tending  directly  to  excite  the  very  siririt 
which  produced  this  threat,  and  to  encourage  its 
execution;  and  citizens  of  acknowledged  influence, 
who  claim  their  share  in  giving  a  tone  to  public  sen- 
timent, were  heard  openly  to  express  their  hopes  that 
the  Constitution  might  never  be  permitted  to  leave 
the  harbor  with  the  President'^  image  upon  its  bows. 
The  press,  and  those  who  control  and  support  it, 
^sdled  loudly  upon  Commodore  Elliott  to  take  the 
image  off,  and  charged  him  with  deliberate,  studied 
and  flagrant  insult  to  the  Boston  community  for  re- 
ftising. 

1^  image  was  ordered  by  Captain  Eitliott  in  June, 
1833,  while  the  Ptesident  was  at  Boston.  About  the 
last  of  February,  1834,  several  months  after  the  in- 
tention of  thus  aaorning  the  ship  was  publicly  known, 
the  artist  informed  Captain  Elliott  of  the  complaints 
preferred  at  that  late  hour,  who  immediately  addressed 
the  Navy  Department  upon  the  subject.  On  or  about 
the  ?lst  of  March,  the  artist  informed  Captain  Elliott 
timt  three  highly  respectable  citijseos  had  offered  him 
fifteen  himdred  dollars  for  penmsskui  to  carry  llie 
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image  away  in  the  ni^ht ;  in  other  words,  to  steal  it!! 
He  added  that  he  might,  if  disposed,  realise  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  it;  so  great  was  the  excitement 
then  prevailing  in  Boston.  His  object  being  to  point 
out  the  necessity  of  removing  it  immediately,  since 
those  willing  to  pay  so  much  for  permission  to  pur- 
loin it,  might  pay  as  much  in  hiring  others  to  destroy 
it,  Captain  Elliott  ordered  it  to  the  Navy  Yard  with- 
out delay.  At  the-same  time,  he  adopted  every  mea- 
sure to  insure  its  safe  arrival,  which  all  these  incen- 
diary publications  and  proceedings  proved  to  be  ne- 
cessary. 

Immediately  after  the  image  was  deposited  in  the 
Navy  Yard,  the  ajgitators  of  Boston,  finding  they 
could  not  prevent  it  firom  being  put  upon  the  ship, 
were  resolved  upon  an  attempt  to  have  it  taken  off. 
The  editor  of  a  leading  whig  paper,  now  perhaps  the 
leading  whig  paper  of  Boston,  was  importuned  to  ply 
his  editorial  guns  with  more  vigor  than  ever.  He 
was  told  that  the  image  must  come  off;  that  Captain 
Elliott  having  thus  &r  sustained  himself  in  this  as- 
sault, a  reaction  would  ensue  in  his  favor,  unless  he 
were  vanquished.  The  war  then  must  be  continued, 
and  the  Figure  Head  must  corns  off!  Then  appeared 
another  handbill ;  and  to  give  the  sober  citizens  of 
other  States  a  specimen  of  what  can  be  done  and  ap- 
proved by  the  dominant  party  of  Massachusetts,  a 
party  claiming  <'  all  the  talents,  all  the  learning,  all 
the  respectabilitj/^^  of  the  State,  it  is  here  inserted. 

«A  PETTY  TYRANT! 
Bostonians  !    See  you  this  ?  ! ! ! 

'^  Captain  Perciyal,  a  brave  and  distinguished  officer  of  the 
American  Navy  is  under  arrest  by  order  of  Commodore 
Elliott,  for  refusing  to  arm  the  men  with  cutlasses,  who  were 
sent  under  his  charge  to  remove  the  Commodore's  Tojr  to 
the  Navy  Yard.  Captain  Percival  knew,  that  an  American 
officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  however  disagreeable  it 


I^IPB  OF  OOlf  •  ELLIOTT.  SH 

miglit  be  to  himself,  or  offensiye  to  the  f^lingi  oi  our  eiti- 
zeas,  needed  no  such  hostile  disj^lay  to  ensure  the  respect 
and  protection  of  the  intell^^nt  citizens  of  Boston,  and  he 
therefore  dared  to  do  what  it  appears  the  Commodore  him^* 
self  would  not  have  dared.  It  was  the  Commodore  who 
feared  that  the  exasperated  feelings  o[  the  community  might 
induce  them  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  his  wooden  idol  I 
and  was  determined  it  should  be  protected  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  lives  of  our  citizens,  when  BLOon  was  to  have  been  the 
atonement  for  a  profanation  of  the  sacred  image ! ! 

'*  Who  is  this  oraye,  this  magnanimous  and  blood  thirsty 
Commodore?  Is  he  the  same  Captain  Elliott  who  com- 
manded the  Ship  Niagara  at  the  iMittle  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
who,  when  the  brave  and  lamented  Perry  was  dealing  death 
and  desolation  to  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  winning 
for  her  naval  reputation  imperishable  renown,  and  for  himself 
the  greenest  laurels;  is  he  the  hero  who  then  stood  off  like 
a  poor  man  at  a  frolic,  and  barely  kept  his  ship  within  reach 
or  the  enemy's  longest  ^uns,  and  would  have  disgraced  his 
ship,  had  not  Perry  himself  promptly  boarded  her,  and 
brought  her  into  action,  in  time  to  participate  in  the  glorious 
result. 

*'  Is  this  the  same  man  who  declared  to  Commodore  Perry 
that  he  had  lost  the  finest  opportunity  an  officer  ever  had  for 
distinguishing  himself, — and  afterwards  when  chagrined 
and  mortified  at  reflection  upon  his  own  cowardly  conduct, 
expressed  his  regret  that  he  did  not '  sacrifice  the  American 
fleet, — and  blast  the  reputation  of  its  gallant  commander?* 
Was  it  he  of  whom  the  British  officers  who  commanded  on 
that  occasion  declared — 4hat  if  he  had  belonged  to  the 
British  Nary  he  would  have  been  hanged  V  If  this  is  the 
man,  fellow  citizens,  has  he  not  already  done  enough  to  tar- 
nish the  high  reputation  of  the  navy,  which  is  the  pride  and 
boast  of  every  American  ?  And  ought  he  not  to  be  held  up 
to  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  an  indignant  community,  for 
this  further  attempt  to  degrade  the  service,  by  placing  this 
deyice  of  his  weak  imagination^  this  wooden  representation 
of  the  Old  Soldier  Kinff,  as  a  suitable  emblem  for  the  head  of 
our  Constitution,  the  battle-scarred  and  storm-beaten  Old 
Ironsides,  who,  without  any  such  'wnament,'  and  with 
nothing  out  the  stars  and  stripes  of  her  country's  banner 
floating  above  her,  will  ever  be,  the  pride  of  her  fnends,  and 
the  terror  of  her  enemies,  without  any  '  improvement'  or 
'  p:lory '  which  Commodore  Elliott  can  add  to  the  republican 
sunnucitv  of  her  own  matchless  Hull ! ! ! 
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"  Boston  Boys — In  the  days  of  Ti-'TS,  when  the  minions 
of  despotic  power  dared  to  insult  and  outrage  the  feelings  of 
the  people,  bv  wanton  acts  and  threats  of  petty  tyranny,  they 
received  at  tne  hands  of  your  fathers  such  bnef  and  summa- 
ry punishment  as  their  conduct  merited — a  coat  of  tar  and 
FEATHERS,  wRs  then  Considered  a  suitable  emblem  and  orna- 
ment for  such  contemptible  fools. 

"  tEjA  party. 

«  Cradle  of  Liberty,  March  27,  1834." 

As  Captain  Percivj?J  has  been  brought  before  the 
public  by  this  handbill,  in  an  attitude  in  which  few 
American  officers  would  wish  to  stand,  justice  to  him, 
as  well  as  to  Commodore  Elliott,  requires  that  the  facts 
should  be  correctly  reported.  The  handbill  charges 
the  Commodore  with  ordering  the  men  to  be  armed, 
who  were  sent  to  transport  the  fi^re  head  from 
Boston  to  the  Navy  Yard.  If  he  had  any  ground  for 
apprehending  an  attempt  to  steal  or  carry  it  away, 
he  would  have  been  very  negligent  of  his  duty  in 
omitting  such  precaution.  But  the  handbill  also 
says  that  Captain  Percival  refused  to  obey  this  order, 
and  thus  accuses  him  of  an  act  of  insubordination, 
of  contemptuous  disobedience  of  a  lawful  order,  which 
could  never  be  tolerated  in  any  military  service,  and 
which  would  have  cost  him  his  commission.  Cap- 
tain Percival  was  too  well  informed  upon  his  official 
rights  and  duties,  to  commit  a  folly  so  flagrant  He 
was  indeed  guilty  of  disobedience  of  orders;  but  the 
cUsobedience  was  of  a  much  more  venial  character 
than  that  imputed  to  him  in  the  handbill,  and  had  a 
shadow  of  pretext;  a  color  of  right.  He  received  a 
verbal  and  confidential  order  firom  Commodore  Elliott, 
to  receive  certain  arms  from  the  ^nner;  which 
would  be  sent  to  him  by  Captain  Smith,  the  Execu- 
tive Officer  of  the  Yard,  who  was  verbally  and  confi- 
dentially ordered  to  deliver  the  arms  to  the  gunner, 
to  be  delivered  to  Captain  Percival.  "When  the  arms 
were  carried  to  him  by  the  gunner,  he  refused  to  re- 
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ceive  them  without  a  written  order  from  Captain 
Smith.  Here  he  was  in  the  wrong.  A  verbal  order 
deliTered  in  person  from  a  commanding  to  a  subordi- 
nate officer,  is  equally  obligatory  with  a  written  order, 
and  disobedience  of  it  is  often  deemed  a  greater  mili- 
tary offence,  than  disobedience  of  the  latter.  A  writ- 
ten order  may  be  forged;  but  in  a  verbal  order, 
personally  delivered,  there  is  no  room  for  doubt  or 
misunderstanding.  So  sensible  was  Captain  Percival 
of  having  committed  an  error,  that  he  made  a  satis- 
iSictory  explanation  the  very  next  morning  after  the 
occurrence,  and  was  immediately  liberatea  from  his 
arrest  and  restored  to  his  command.  The  following 
letter  from  Commodore  Elliott  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  places  the  affair  in  its  true  light. 

"  Navy  Yard.  Boston^  March  ZUt^  1834. 

Sir, — As  the  operations  of  this  yard  have  of  late  been 
subjected  to  the  criticism  and  unnecessary  attention  of  a 
few  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  its  environs,  and  as  seve- 
ral of  my  official  acts  have  been  misrepresented  through  the 
pufadic  prints,  I  have  deemed  it  ray  duty  to  ^ive  the  depart- 
ment a  statement  of  facts  relating  to  the  subject,  that  should 
any  call  be  made  upon  it  for  documents,  it  may  be  enabled 
to  comply  with  it  by  answering  the.  whole  subject  at  once. 

Havmg  understood  from  the  artist  who  was  to  carve  the 
figure  head  for  the  Constitution,  and  from  handbills  exten- 
sively distributed  outside,  that  threats  had  been  made  against 
its  completion  or  removal,  and  wishing  to  prevent  the  oeople 
of  Boston  from  being  eternally  disgraced  bv  a  few  neated 
political  partizans  through  a  midnight  removal.  I  determined 
to  remove  the  head  to  the  yard  in  the  usual  manner,  that  is 
by  boxing  it  up  and  bringing  it  from  Boston  in  the  launch. 

I  accordingly  on  the  21st  inst.  directed  Sailing  Master 
Hixon,  upon  whose  discretion  I  could  rely,  with  a  boat's 
crew  composed  of  the  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  of  the 
yard  to  proceed  to  Boston  and  receive  the  head.  I  also  or- 
dered him  not  to  take  any  arms  with  him,  nor  to  let  any  of 
hisparty. 

The  officer  executed  his  duty  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
uid  the  whole  afiair  was  concluded  to  my  entire  satisfac- 
tion. 
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In  the  erttning  of  the  same  day,  hafing  been  infonntd  hy 
•nonymooe  hand  bills  and  report  of  conversations  outsida^ 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  take  the  head  from  the 
yard,  I  sent  for  Master  Commandant  Percival,  and  directed 
nim  confidentially  to  receive  on  board  the  Columbus,  certain 
cutlasses  and  boarding  pikes  that  would  be  sent  down  to  him 
by  Captain  Smith,  so  that  in  case  of  any  necessity,  they 
could  be  used  by  the  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  belonging 
to  the  yard ;  but  of  this  necessity,  I  stated  to  both  him  and 
Captain  Smith  confidentially  I  had  no  expectation ;  but 
still  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  this  precautionary  mea^- 
snre. 

Captain  Percival  received  this  order  without  raising  a 
question  against  complying  with  it,  and  went  on  board^  as  I 
concluded,  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  havmg  it 
executed. 

Captain  Smith,  the  executive  officer  of  the  yard,  was  then 
ordered  to  send  the  arms  on  board ;  this  he  did  by  giving  in* 
structions  to  the  gunner  to  go  with  them. 

Upon  the  eunner's  going  on  board  the  ship,  Captain 
Percival  sent  for  him  and  refused  to  receive  them  without  a 
written  order  from  Captain  Smith.  The  gunner  then  went 
for  Captain  Smith,  but  not  finding  him,  returned  and  took 
the  arms  away. 

The  gunner  then  reported  the  same  to  me,  when  I  sent 
for  Captain  Percival  and  ^demanded  an  explanation ;  this  he 
refttsed  to  give  in  any  other  manner  than  by  saying  he  would 
receive  no  orders  from  a  gunner.  I  told  him  that  it  was  my 
order,  and  he  knew  it  previously  ;  he  again  replied  he  would 
receive  no  order  from  a  gunner  or  any  officer  of  a  navy  yard. 
I  then  suspended  him  from  duty,  and  placed  the  direction  <j£ 
tkt  ship  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Vamum,  who  received 
the  arms  and  executed  the  order  with  promptness. 

The  next  day  Captain  Smith  came  to  me,  and  said  that 
Captain  Percival  was  wrong,  and  would  probably  make  an 
explanation  that  would  be  satisfactory. 

Captain  Percival  did  so,  as  per  copy  marked  A,  wad  was  re- 
storea  to  duty  as  per  copy  marked  B.  This,  sir,  is  the  true 
statement  of  the  case,  and  I  should  not  have  deemed  it  ne* 
cessary  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  were  it 
not  for  the  attempt  that  has  been  made  to  produce  a  wron^f 
impression  upon  the  public  mind,  without  a  proper  disposi* 
^n  to  correct  it. 

Re^Mctfully, 

T  D.ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt,  Sec'y  of  the  Navy." 
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Nor  were  these  handbills  the  only  misaves  that 
appeared  in  this  controversy.  Anonymous  letters^ 
aye!  anonymous  letters!  that  detestable  expedient 
which,  it  may  be  boldly  affirmed,  is  carried  to  a  &r 
greater  extent  in  Boston  than  in  any  other  city  in  the 
Union,  were  poured  upon  Captain  Elliott  in  showers. 
Perhaps  nothing  can  so  thoroughly  indicate  a  want 
of  virtuous  principle  and  honorable  feeling,  as  the 
writing  of  anonymous  letters.  The  late  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph once  said  in  the  Federal  Senate,  that  be  who 
would  write  an  anonymous  letter,  would  put  poison 
in  his  neighbor's  dnnk.  The  declaration  is  true; 
for  to  be  capable  of  writing  an  anonymous  letter  to 
another  for  the  purpose  of  threatening  or  insulting,  or 
of  another  for  the  purpose  of  defaming,  one  must 
unite  all  the  qualities  that  may  define  an  assassin, 
and  be  restrained  from  any  crime,  however  atrocious 
«r  base,  by  fear  of  punishment,  and  not  by  horror  of 
guilt.  He  is  a  combination  of  the  villain  and  the 
coward ;  he  is  restrained,  if  at  all,  by  the  lash  and 
the  halter,  and  not  by  honor  or  conscience.  The 
following  inclosed  the  handbill  last  mentioned. 

^^  Boston,  April  30,  1834. 
Mr.  Elliott, 

Sir, — I  have  visited  the  Navy  Yard  this  afteniooo,  and 
was  favored  with  a  view  of  that  detestable  TYRANT  whom 
you  worship.  I  consider  the  public  ships  as  my  property— 
as  every  other  friend  of  his  country — I  must  say,  Sir,  that  I 
look  upon  you  as  an  enemy  to  your  country,  as  you  appear 
in  all  respects  to  worship  the  man  who  has  dared  to  pet  at 
defiance  the  will  of  the  sovereign  people.  You  will  see  in 
the  enclosed  handbill  what  seven  eighths  of  the  citizens  feel 
towards  those  who  are  ready,  as  you  have  been  in  this,  to 
follow  the  track  of  the  old  scoundrel  whom  you  take  as  a 
pattern. 

AN  ENEMY  TO  TYRANTS." 

The  same  handbill  was  published  in  a  very  scur- 
rilous newspe^r  called  "The  Experimenti"  a  paper 
28 


wftfcft  xfttr  cxtensiveJy  patrotvissed  bjr  the  **  WMgf' 
partjr  <>f  Bbston,  ftnd  wladt  at  kurth  became  so  exr 
eessnrely  libeBoud,  ¥hat,  upcm  ccnaipiatiit  of  some  xaems- 
Bets  of  the  Democriilic  ptirty,  ?l  was  indicled  as  m 
nuisance.  This  handbill,  cut  from  "The  BxperN 
ment,"  was  sent  to  Cbptain  EMiett^  inclosed  in  the 
feHowing  anonymous  leWer. 

'^Deaiv  Sii^^-'I  would  advise  you  to  wear  a  tar  and  fealliaF 
paof  eoat  tii«  next  taae  yeu  walk  in  Bosttm  gtreetg,  also  to 
nmJL the  VfUhm  twice  ^dxy.  _^       _^ 

NO  FEIEND  TO  COWARI>S » 

The  foHowmg  is  an  extract  from  a  ^  Whigl'  news- 
per  publish^in  Charlestown,  called  the  "BoNiCEtt 
ILL  Aurora,"  and  from  thence  repubHshed  in  the 

leading  "Whig"  paper  of  Boston,  and  emphatically 

the  organ  of  the  "  Whig"  party  of  Massachos^ts. 

This  extract  was  transmitted  to  Commodore  Elliott 

in  an  anonjrmous  letter. 

"THE  WOODEN  IMAGE. 
"  The  *  wooden  Andrew  Jackson'  has  heen  placed  on  the 
bows  ©f  Ae  noble  and  venerated  ship,  the  Constitution. 
We  have  since  visited  the  Navy  Yard,  and  witnessed  the 
desecration  of  this  natioaal  ship  to  the  very  worst  imimlses 
of  narty  sireophaiicy-^nan  worship!  We  can  regard  the 
completion  of  this  act  of  Commodore  Elliott's  lano  other 
light  than  that  oi  a  mean  and  contemptible  outrage  upon  the 
public  fcelmg^merely  to  ifatify  his  own  partizan  partiality .  It 
Ma  partizan.  act  of  one  in  the  pay  of  the  government,  who 
16  pud  for  his  services,  for  attending  to  the  proper  discharge 
c^  his  c^&ciii  duty,  and  not  for  the  adoption  oi  measures  of 
a  patty  chaxacter,  not  for  mating  *  graven  images'  fbt 
individiial  or  pul^ic  worship.  It  is  an  improper  and  obnOMr 
ous  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  for  which  he  shmird 
be  heW  aoccimtable.  We  arc  not  disposed  nor  authonied  ttt 
dictate  to  Commodore  filliott  the  fine  of  his  duty.  If  we 
were,  we  should  tell  him  he  had  overstepped  his  bounds, 
and^  suffered  his  brivate  feelings,  to  the  defnmeat  of  me^ub- 
Ite  tttinrf,  to  gm^  and  govern,^  where  ^  beot»*i<aBUeii  aM 
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Q^nt  ought  to  hare  directed.  The  act  is  one  of  inaike4 
tf  sufficiency  ;  of  a  warm  partizan  discharging  the  oflicisa 
Amiefli  of  his  station  under  tne  impulses  of  personal  ac^a- 
li«B  and  lyecqibMicy.  It  is  ma  act  which  is  now,  and  wiH 
f99vt  hereaf tec,  if  it  get  on  the  page  -of  history  at  all,  ds^* 
creditable  to  his  judgment,  his  liberality^  his  natriotism  aad 
public  virtue.  A  man  who  could  be  guilty  or  such  an  act, 
m  defiance  of  that  portion  of  the  public  most  interested  in 
it^  in  <Hitraffe  of  their  unmingled  reelings  of  patriotism  and 
reneration  for  their  favarite  t^ip ;  and  all  this  from  no  in- 
p«lse  of  dtrty,  from  no  bounden  obligation  to  his  countiy 
QX  its  welfare,  but  from  the  weakest  and  most  contemptible 
servility,  from  an  idle  gratitication  of  a  partizan  feeling, 
must  be  looked  upon  by  all  sensible  men  with  pity  and  com- 
mieeration,  rather  than  respeet.  We  have  no  patience  to 
CBcrcise  towards  madk  m,  pvmUc  agent" 

Whence  came  thesQ  respectable,  these  chivalrom 
oouununications  to  Captain  Elliott?  They  bear  imH 
the  stamp  of  vulvar  villany.  They  are  not  scrawl- 
ed in  the  constramed  and  awkward  characters  of  ona 
to  whose  ^  hug-e  paws^^  the  pen  was  a  stranger ;  nor 
on  paper  grin^  and  smooched  and  smuttcKl  by  Urn 
unclean  haixds  of  soiue  humble  rioter !  Oh  |io ! 
True,  the  characters  are  dis^ised ;  but  from  bfflieath 
the  assumed  constraint,  the  counterfeit  sharp  tunas^ 
peeps  out  the  &cility  of  ^MHne  practised  peomao  I ' 
Tliey  are  written  in  good  book  keeping  ink ;  on  pa- 
per that  becomes  Ae  desk  and  the  counting  house! 
Fashion  has  been  faraiUar  with  them !  They  are  the 
work  of  "rogues  in  ruflles  !"*  rascalsof  "  the  better  sort" 

What,  under  these  circumstances,  should  Captain 
Elhott  do  ?  What  woukL  any  .eandid  and  honoiabl^ 
mind  wish  him  to  do  ?  When  the  presses  of  the  do- 
minant party  ia  Boston,  presses  representing  the  ma- 
jority of  its  numbers,  its  character,  its  influence  and 
its  wealth,  demanded  of  him,  in  a  voUey  of  scurrii 

*  Bfiron  St  l|eger,  an  English  judge  in  fbe  reign  of  Henry  IV,  4tt4 
tliat  he  renderea  more  service  to  the  public  by  hanging  one  rogue  la 
ruffles,  than  twenty  common  malafiwrteis. 
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taunts,  to  tear  down  from  a  national  ship  the  lawful 
work  of  the  nation's  constituted  authori^ ;  whea 
anonymous  ruffians  threatened  to  storm  the  navy 
yard,  and  anonymous  miscreants  to  assassinate  him, 
was  he  to  cower  before  the  abuse  ?  To  quail  before 
the  threats?  A  brave  officer,  an  honorable,  high- 
souled  man  could  not  be  expected  thus  indelibly  tp 
stain  his  country's  uniform !  The  sword  of  honor* 
presented  to  him  by  the  Federal  Legislature  as  a  tes- 
timonial of  his  courage  and  patriotism,  was  not  to  be 
defile  by  a  blot  so  foul !  Had  he  allowed  a  single 
hand  to  assail  the  frigate  openly  with  hostile  intent, 
without  turning  its  gims  upon  the  assailant,  he  ought 
to  have  been  convicted  by  a  Court  Martial  and  shot ! 
He  did  what  duty  to  his  country  required ;  what 
every  mind  that  feels  generously  and  thinks  justly  will 
applaud  him  for  doing.  He  treated  the  abusive  de- 
mand, the  threat  of  assassination,  like  the  idle  wind, 
and  prepared  to  repel  by  force,  any  forcible  assault 
upon  the  premises  confided  to  his  charge. 

What  followed  ?  A  pamphlet  appesu^ !  A  hire- 
ling from  the  darkling  brood  of  party  ruffians  stirs 
wiui  a  dagger  the  ashes  of  a  hero's  grave,  to  rekindle 
the  brands  of  a  forgotten  controversy.  For  what  ? 
To  scorch  the  well  earned  laurels  of  a  man  too  dig- 
nified to  heed  the  hissing  of  political  serpents,  too 
brave  to  be  intimidated  by  the  threats  of  a  mob  !  Yes ! 
A  pamphlet,  an  iteration  through  the  press,  of  charges 
which  the  Executive  of  the  tinion  did  not  consider 
worthy  of  investigation,  after  slumbering  in  deserved 
obscurity  for  thirteen  years,  is  again  revived  in  the 
moral,  the  fnagnanimotis  city  of  Boston,  at  the 
very  period  when  Captain  Elliott  is  threatened  with 
mobs  and  assassination  !  This  pamphlet,  published 
at  Washington  in  1821,  by  a  relative  of  Commodore 
Perry,  as  appears  from  its  24th  page,  and  which  is 
*  Appendix  J. 
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tbe  very  paUicafckm  that  has  b^n  reviewed  in  tUe 
&M!gou2g  pa^es>  was  repnoted  at  Boston  in  tbe 
wFixj^  oi  1834,  and  di«tribi4ed  ia  large  nuxabera 
thronghoot  ibe  eountry.  It  was  advertised  in  tbe 
Bo9TON  Daily  Advertiser  of  June  6^  1834,  a 
Fedexal  paper  of  long  standing,  of  great  influence  in 
jjbe  Federal  party,  and  beyona  all  qae3tion  tbe  n^ost 
caadid,  the  most  decorous  paper  of  wbicb  that  party 
IA  Boston  could  ever  boast.  Vet  eren  in  that  paper 
waa  this  publication  ushered  in  the  Mowing  terms, 
before  a  comiminity  pretending  to  regard  the  cour*- 
tesies  and  decencies  of  life* 

"  JElare  Work. — The  oflfcial  documents  containing 
the  opinion,  charjB;es  and  specifications  of  the  late 
gallant  Perry,  with  numerous  affidavits  of  men,  brave 
and  distinguished  in  the  service,  relative  to  the  coU" 
duct  of  Captain  Elliott  on  Lake  Erie — ^a  few  copie9 
fax  sale  at  the  bar  of  Mr.  Rogers,  City  Hall,  Stale 
Street" 

To  those  not  acquainted  with  Boston,  a  short  a^ 
count  of  the  persons  and  localities  mentioned  at  the 
close  of  this  advertisement  may  be  interesting ;  fi^ 
M  may  serve  to  show  what  sort  of  persons  were  iir 
jrectly  or  indirectly  concerned  in,  or  gave  their  coun- 
tenance and  approbation  to  this  "  Rare  Wort"  State 
Street  contains  the  exchange,  and  nearly  all  the 
banksj  insurance  offices,  office^  of  stock  and  exchange 
brokers  and  notaries  pubUc,  and  other  places  wheie 
"  merchants  most  do  congregate."  The  City  Hall  h 
an  edifice  at  the  head  of  this  street,  containing  upon 
the  ground  floor,  the  Post-office,  and  the  reading  room 
of  the  merchants  ;  on  the  seomd  floor,  ths  halb  ti 
the  two  branches  of  the  government  of  die  city,  being 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council ; 
and  on  the  tfiird  floor,  iSie  offices  o&the  municipality, 
bang  those  of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  C^  C9erk, 
Board  of  Health  and  others.  '^The  bar  ef  Mr.  B0- 
«8» 
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gers"  is  what  its  name  imports,  a  place  for  the  sale  of 
refreshments,  being  a  room  in  a  comer  of  the  lai^ 
hall  or  vestibule  upon  the  ground  floor  of  the  edifice, 
which  serves  es  an  entrance  to  the  Post  Office  on  one 
side,  and  the  merchants  reading  room  on  the  other. 
"  Mr.  Rogers"  is  a  very  civil  and  attentive  gentleman 
who  keeps  said  bar,  is  intrusted  with  most  of  the  fi)- 
reign  letters  that  pass  through  the  Boston  Post  Office 
for  the  New  York  packets,  and  other  ships  for  foreign 
ports,  and  is  frequently  employed  to  sell  or  distribute 
books  and  pamphlets  from  the  Boston  press,  piles  of 
which  are  generally  seen  upon  his  shelves.  His  cus- 
tomers are  among  the  frequenters  of  the  reading  room, 
who  are  nearly  all  the  merchants  and  manufacturers 
and  traders,  officers  of  banks  and  other  monied  insti- 
tutions, principal  mechanics,  many  of  the  lawyers, 
editors  of  newspapers,  and  some  of  the  most  respect- 
able and  some  of  the  least  disrespectable  brokers. 
The  reader  will  perceive  that  no  place  could  be  better 
fitted  for  the  distribution  of  a  pamphlet  than  "the  bar 
of  Mr.  Rogers,  City  Hall,  State  Street,"  and  will  justly 
infer  that  this  publication  was  countenanced  by  the 
influence,  the  character,  the  "  respectability,"  the  elite 
of  the  city  :  and  the  mode  in  which  this  countenance 
was  shown  was  the  distribution  of  this  pamphlet  over 
the  country. 

.  Copies  of  this  "Rare  Work"  were  sent  to  Commo- 
dore Elliott.  One  was  inclosed  in  a  letter  couched 
in  the  following  terms. 

"  A  sycophant  cannot  be  a  brave  man,  tae  pamphlet  there- 
fore is  needless  to  prove  it 

HOMO." 

Another  was  yiclosed  in  the  following  letter. 

"  If  Commodore  Elliott  is  very  much  at  a  loss  to  divine 
the  pause  of  the  republication  ot  a  "  Hare  Work*^  as  recent- 
ly advertised,  let  him  take  a  stand  for  a  short  time  in  front 
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of  the  '  Figure  head'  of  Old  Ironsides  and  imagine  to  him- 
self the  unipersal  feeling  of  indignation  and  contempt  with 
which  his  man  worship  is  yiewed  by  nearly  all  the  citizens 
of  this  vicinity. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  figure  head  is  the  cause  of  the 
publication  at  this  time,  but  being  a  Yankee  /  guets  ii 
was, 

HULL. 

June  10,  ]834.>' 

This  pamphlet  was  also  distributed  in  the  I^avy 
Ysurd,  as  appears  from  the  following  letter,  sent  to 
Captain  Elliott. 

'^  Saturday  evening. 
Sir, — In  the  Mercantile  Journal  of  last  evening  there  is  a 
notice  of  your  arrest  of  Lieutenant  Babbitt  which  I  recom* 
mend  to  your  notice.  Your  conduct  towards  this  merito- 
rious an4  brave  officer  is  the  universal  topic  of  conversation 
in  State-street.  It  is  pronounced  bv  one  and  all  as  a  tyranr 
nical  COWARDLY  procedure,  and  adds,  if  possible,  to  the  con- 
tempt in  which  you  are  held  by 

BOSTONIANS. 

N.  B.  Sixty  coj^ies  of  the  pamphlet  of  Porry  are  this  day 
fUstributed  gratis  in  the  5ravy  Yard." 

But  as  if  the  cup  of  outrage  were  not  yet  full,  the 
following  <^istle  was  sent  to  Commodore  Elliott 
through  the  Post  Office. 

"  North  End  24:th. 
We  have  made  vou  abandon  the  Constitution;    take 
Jackson's  name  off  or  the  dock,  or  in  48  hours  you  breathe 
no  more. 

MANY  NORTH  ENDERS. 
Com.  Eluott, 
Navy  Yard," 

The  dock  here  mentioned  is  the  dry  dock  recently 
built  at  the  Navy  Yard  of  Charlestown,  for  the  repair 
of  ships.    Upon  the  western  wall  of  it  are  engraved 
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ia  the  stme^  tfie  nacoes  of  tbe  President  of  the  United 
S^aJtQs  wsA  tbe  Secr^talry  of  the  Ifovy  under  whose 
fidniinistratioii  it  was  coiHitructed,  aadof  tbeeQjSfio^Qr 
who  built  it;  Andrew  Jackson,  Levi  Woodimry  and 
lioamml  Baldwin;  and  likewise  tbe  names  of  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  Tn^ose 
admioicitration  the  appropriatioa  for  building  it  was 
made  by  Congress,  viz.  John  Quinoy  Adania  and 
Samuel  L.  Southard ;  all  which  was  done  by  orders 
from  the  Navy  Departm^it,  at  the  soggestion  of 
Commodore  Elliott. 

But  the  public  works  are  to  be  defiused  and  mntl- 
lated  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  whose  duty  is 
to  guard  and  preserve  them,  because  the  inscriptions 
upon  them  are  not  agreeable  to  the  **^orth  Endersi ! !" 
There  seems  to  be  no  end,  North  or  South,  tp  outrage 
in  the  moral  city  of  Boston  t 

But  nnawed  by  threats,  undisturbed  by  slaadeis, 
Commodore  EHtott  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way.  The  image  was  placed  upon  the  ship;  and 
folly  confiding  in  the  integrity  of  all  within  the  Navy 
Yard,  and  cootemninff  all  anonymous  threads  of  tIo* 
lence  from  without,  he  took  no  particular  pains  io 
guard  it.  The  frigate  being  moored  between  two 
ffeips  of  the  line,  both  guarded  by  sentinek,  he  sup- 
posed that  no  one  could  approach  it  by  wat^  widioiit 
detection,  and  knew  that  by  land,  it  was  kiaccessiUe 
excepting  to  treachery.  But  soon  an  event  occurred, 
which  wifl  forever  impress  a  deep  stain  upon  the  do- 
joinant  party  of  Boston  1  Like  the  spot  of  blood  upon 
the  hand  oi  Lady  Macbeth,  it  never  can  be  washed 
away  \  h  will  Greyer  tieixuiin,  a  seal  of  reprobation, 
an  evidence  of  the  contempt  of  law^  honor  smd  de- 
cency which  her  dominant  party,  the  majority  of  her 
citizens,  headed  by  tbe  principal,  the  most  influential, 
can  instt^(Xte  and  approve.  On  a  very  dark  and 
stormy  night,  during  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  ijie 
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head  of  the  image  was  sawed  off!!  Yes!  The 
premises  of  the  Nation  were  dandestinely  invaded,  a 
national  ship  was  mutilated  and  defaced,  and  tte 
constituted  authorities  of  the  nation  insulted!  It 
might  have  been  supposed  that  in  a  commimity  pro- 
fessing respect  for  the  laws,  this  illegal,  this  criminal 
proceeding  would  have  been  publicly  disavowed  and 
censured.  It  mi^ht  have  been  supposed  that  the 
Boston  press,  while  condemning  the  policy  and  mea- 
sures of  the  administration,  or  the  choice  of  an  orna- 
ment for  the  frigate  Constitution,  would  condemn 
this  mode  of  expressing  disapprobation.  To  oppose 
the  President's  election,  to  oppose  the  election  of  all 
public  officers  favorably  disposed  to  his  views  and 
policy,  wa?  lawful,  for  it  was  one  of  the  very  privi- 
leges obtained  by  the  blood  of  the  revolution,  and 
guaranteed  by  the  existing  institutions.  But  to  ex- 
press disapprobation  by  insult,  indignity,  violation  of 
law,  was  declaring  war,  not  so  much  against  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  nation  and  other  public  ser- 
vants, as  against  the  institutions  which  created  them. 
The  indignity  was  less  to  Andrew  Jackson,  than 
to  the  constitution  and  laws !  But  no !  The  press 
was  replete  with  approving,  with  exulting  paragraphs, 
and  the  exchange,  the  reading  rooms,  the  insurance 
offices,  and  other  places  of  r^rt  to  those  who  give 
or  claim  to  give  the  tone  to  public  sentiment,  were 
filled  with  smiling  countenances  and  resounded  with 
exulting  congratulations!  Ye§!  The  citizens  of 
Boston  were  exulting  over  a  crime!  a  violation  of 
the  laws !  a  lawless,  moblike  act !  an  indi^ity  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  nation  !  Had  the  image 
been  that  of  a  member  of  Congress,  of  the  Judiciary, 
ol  a  naval  or  military  officer  in  conmiission,  of  a  head 
or  member  of  a  Department,  of  any  public  officer,  the 
proceeding  would  have  been  the  same.  It  would 
have  been  an  indignity,  through  the  officer,  to  the 
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oonstitqtion  and  laws]    The  Mowing  is  Comnoodon^ 
Elliott's  ACCQUol;  of  this  affiur  to  the  T^vy  De^iiart' 

*^Navy  Yard,  Boston, 

July  3d,  1834. 

Sir. — I  herewith  enclose  a  commuiucatioD  from  LieoCe- 
nant  James  Annstrong,  of  the  reeeiF»g  «hip  Columbus,  re-* 
latiiig  to  an  outrage  committed  upon  the  firigate  Oontsilation, 
a  vessel  of  war  ol  the  United  States,  while  moored  between 
the  seventy^-four's  Columbus  and  Independence  at  this  yard, 
by  some  person  or  persons  unknown. 

This  insult  to  the  Government  appears  to  have  been  long 
premeditated,  and  while  the  head  was  in  possession  of  the 
carver  in  Boston,  a  bribe  was  offered  to  him  by  three  persona 
of  high  standing  in  the  eitv,  provided  he  would  let  them 
oaf rv  oif  and  insult  it  unmolested ;  this  bribe  was  rejected 
by  tne  carver,  who  gave  me  information,  which  induced 
me  to  have  it  removed  to  and  finished  at  this  yard,  as  I  in- 
formed the  Department  on  the  31st  of  March  mst. 

Borne  <»ie,  however,  last  night,  in  spite  of  the  sentiafil  an^ 
l3ie  watch  oa  board  of  tne  Columbus,  £oand  means  to  carry  tha 
project  into  execution  during  a  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain* 

Suspicion  rested  at  first  upon  the  marine  on  post,  and  the 
ship  keeper;  but  it  seems  to  me  at  present  more  tnan  probable 
that  some  person  from  outside  the  yard  concealed  himself  on 
board  ship  during  the  day,  and  at  night,  when  the  storm  raged 
at  its  hignest,  aoeomplished  his  work  and  made  his  eaeape^ 
1 43ome  to  this  conclusion,  as  the  lower  gate  of  the  yard, 
which  is  for  the  use  of  the  officers,  was  found  open  in  the 
morning,  although  fastened  at  10  o'clock  at  night. 

A  few  days,  doubtless,  will  enable  me  to  obtain  further  in- 
formation  as  to  the  planner  and  executor  of  this  midnight 
mitrage 

Immediately  xxjpon  learning  the  fiict  this  morning,  I  sent 
for  the  carver  of  the  head  and  demanded  the  names  of  the 
individuals  who  offered  him  the  bribe  previous  to  its  removM 
from  his  charge.  These  he  declined  giving  me  until  eoia- 
pelled  to  do  so  in  due  course  of  law,  as  he  said  he  was  UB'^ 
der  a  i*luir;e  ^  secrecy. 

From  this  and  other  cireumstasces,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
head  was  removed  by  some  person  who  was  acting  under 
the  influence  of  a  bribe  ;  but  a  small  part  of  the  heaa,  how- 
evei,  was  mutilated  and  that  part  will  be  replaced  immedir 
fttely.    Undenstanding  fi>om  the  public  prints  that  there  has 
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ht€h  A  eliftngein  the  Hcafd  of  the  DepartmentJ  respecffidhr 
enR  yiMr  tcfentioii  to  my  lettei«  of  J^ebmarf  2dtf  aix!f  Mareh 
81tt^  nDw  om  file  in  your  ofilce,  for  t  correet  stateweni  of  mf 
tmBMCtkint  iBr  f«gard  to  this  ornamest,  ftom  kfr  commenetfi* 
ment  to  its  removal  to  this  yard » 

I  make  this  eommunication,  that  the  Department  may  gwe 
ttie  soch  kxstmctfcms  with  regard  to  taking  legal  steps  on  the 
8Ub}eet  a«  it  BMiy  deem  proper.  I  am  sorry  ta  say  that  I  pet^ 
oeiv*e  a  hostile  feeliag  einttinff  against  the  eontinumiceef  fhit 
ornament  in  the  highest  circles  of  those  opposed  ta  the  ^A* 
ministration. 

Respectfully, 

X  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Ifim.  Siscr^turf  of  the  Natv\,  Wcuhingt^n. 

P.  8.  Ref^nrence  can  also  be  made  to  my  ktlsra  to  itk& 
Navy  Board  upoA  the  same  subject." 

But  the  worst  is  yet  to  be  told.  It  was  stated  Uk 
the  newspapers  that  when  the  image  was  mutilated^ 
the  patt  removed  fell  into  the  water  and  was  lost. 
Subsequently  they  stated  that  a  young  man  appeared 
in  New  York,  boasting  that  he  had  perpetrated  this 
outrage.  These  paragraphs  were  probably  intended 
to  miSead  the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States  for 
tbe  District  of  Massachusetts,  if  they  should  contem- 
plate any  measures  for  detecting  and  prosecuting  the 
offenders.  Another  object  probably  was  to  coticeat 
aB  knowledge  of  the  transaction  until  after  the  per-^ 
petration  ofanother  outrage,  then  doubtless  in  con' 
templation.  A  few  weeks  after  the  figure  was  muti- 
lated, the  President  of  the  nationaS  bank  visited 
Bbston.  While  he  was  there,  some  of  the  leadings 
the  most  active  "Whig  "  politicians,  particularly  those 
connected  with  the  monied  institutions,  to  the  num- 
ber of  forty-four,  invited  him  to  an  evening  entertaiur 
ment  at  one  of  the  Boston  coffee  houses.  After  the 
doth  was  removed,  the  servants  were  sent  from  the 
room,  the  doors  locked,  and, — Bbstonians !  bhish  while 
the  revoltmg  story- is  told!  THE  HEAD  OP  THE 
IMAGE    WAS    BROUGHT    IN,    LAID    XJPOVf 
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THE  TABLE,  AND  BACCHANALIAN  ORGIES 
WERE  HELD  OVER  IT ! ! !  Yes!  The he^d  of 
the  mutilated  statue  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation,  feloniously 
taken  from  a  national  ship,  was  laid  upon  a  supper 
table,  around  which  were  assembled  forty-four  of 
those  who  call  themselves  the  most  respectable  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  exulting,  triumphing  over  the  crimi- 
nal, the  outrageous  removal  of  it  from  the  Navy 
Yard!  And  is  this  the  chivalry  of  Boston?  Can 
those  who  claim  to  constitute  its  character,  its  influ- 
ence, its  public  sentiment ;  great  capitalists,  rich  mer- 
chants, opulent  manu&cturers, presidents  and  directors 
of  chartered  companies,  municipal  officers,  members 
of  State  L^slatures,  candidates  for  Congress!  can 
they  assemble  at  a  Pandemonian  banquet,  and  cele- 
brate with  licentious  orgies  a  violation  of  the  laws, 
an  indignity  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  their  coun- 
try !  the  representative  of  its  executive  sovereignty? 
Shame !  shame ! !  To  oppose  the  public  servants  n>r 
the  time  being  by  constitutional  and  legal  modes,  is 
to  exercise  the  right  of  opinion,  the  glorious  privilege 
of  the  American  citizen;  but  to  exult  over  a  cow- 
ardly, clandestine  violation  of  law,  by  clandestine 
insults  and  indignities  to  the  constituted  authorities, 
indicates  a  deplorable  deficiency  of  that  political  mo- 
ral sense  which  is  a  vital  principle  of  our  institutions, 
upon  which  they  must  rely  for  support. 

Nor  was  this  Pandemonian  banquet  the  only  pre- 
meditated insult  that  was  attempted,  if  not  achieved. 
On  the  night  of  the  last  Congressional  election  in 
Boston,  about  five  hundred  citizens  assembled  beneath 
the  windows  of  one  of  the  printing  offices,  to  hear  the 
returns  of  votes  announced  from  the  several  wards  of 
the  city,  and  rent  the  air  with  shouts  as  each  "  Wliig*' 
majority  was  proclaimed.  Having  heard  all  the  re- 
turns, they  moved  in  a  body  to  the  house  of  their 
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representadYe  elect,  to  cotig:ratulate  bim  upon  his 
success.  They  then  marched  to  Charlestown,  to  offer 
their  congratulations  to  Mr.  Everett,  the  member  for 
Middlesex.  While  there,  some  of  them  proposed  that 
after  taking  leave  of  Mr.  Everett,  they  shoidd  "  go  to 
the  Navy  Yard  and  give  the  old  Commodore  a  devil 
of  a  rattlmg!"  An  officer  of  the  Navy,  drawn  to  the 
crowd  by  curiosity,  hearing  this,  immediately  per- 
formed his  duty  by  notifying  the  Commodore  of  the 
intended  compliment,  who  was  not  remiss  in  prepar- 
ing to  acknowledge  it.  As  they  started  upon  this 
laudable  errand,  a  gentleman  of  Charlestown  warned 
them  to  desist,  saying  he  knew  the  Commodore  well, 
and  that  they  would  have  abundant  occasion  to  la- 
ment their  rashness.  They  proceeded,  but  on  the 
way,  wisely  concluded  that  discretion  was  the  better 
part  of  valor.  The  Commodore  was  ready  to  return 
their  salute ;  all  the  marines  in  the  yard  being  under 
arms,  and  about  150  sailors,  well  armed,  ready  to 
join  them.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  example  set 
by  the  civil  authorities  of  Charlestown  at  the  burn- 
ing of  the  convent,  would  not  have  been  followed  by 
Commodore  Elliott. 

It  has  been  truly  said  that  from  the  sublime  to  the 
ridiculous  there  is  but  one  step.  It  may  be  said  with 
equal  truth  that  with  a  portion  of  the  Boston  "  Whiff," 
or  National  RepuWican,  or  Federal  politicians,  me 
distance  from  the  wicked  to  the  contemptible  is  equally 
short.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  Democratic  re- 
publican of  the  (Md  Schooly  and  of  that  inflexible  cast 
which  can  be  neither  seduced  nor  intimidated,  while 
visiting  the  Navy  Yard  in  company  with  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy,  ordered  the  covering  of  can- 
vass then  placed  upon  the  mutilated  figure  head  of  the 
Constitution,  to  be  continued  upon  it,  saying  that  no 
repairs  or  alterations  of  it  should  be  made  while  the 
ship  remained  in  Boston.  Every  American  citizen 
29 
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in  whose  tosom  burns  one  spark  of  national  pti^^ 
most  honor  Mr.  Dickerson  for  this  deeiskm;  imd  the 
objects  of  ^e  rebuke,  while  soiarting  under  its  iseveri- 
tfy  cannot  deny  its  justice.  It  was  eqnivak«it  to  tell- 
.ing  them  that  they  were  unworthy  of  the  trust  of 
having  the  national  ships  among  th€«) ;  that  the  C&n* 
$tkutumj  hallowed  by  so  many  associations, of  na* 
tional  glory,  should  go  out  from  among  them  as  they 
had  left  it,  defttjced  and  mutUaied;  and  that  the 
dtitens  of  other  parts  of  our  country  should  see  the 
evidence  (^  their  dastardly  spirit!  So  soon  as  this 
intention  became  generally  known,  the  greatest 
anxiety  was  manifested  among  those  who  insti^ted, 
or  openly  applauded,  or  exulted  in  the  outrage.  They 
were  ashamed  of  having  this  proof  of  their  contempt 
of  law  and  decency  exhibited  elsewhere.  In  this  state 
of  perturbation,  several  of  those  denominated  "the 
most  respectable  merchants,'^  contrived  to  inform 
Commodore  Elliott  that  if  he  would  remove  the  figure 
of  the  President  from  the  ship,  any  substitute  which 
the  Commodore  might  order  should  be  executed  at 
their  expense!!!  And  so  a  lawless  outrage  upon  trie 
premises  of  the  nation,  the  mutilation  of  a  national 
Mlip,.and  a  wanton  insult  to  the  national  Chief  Magis- 
trate, are  to  be  expiated  and  atoned  for  by the 

offer  of  the  perpetrators,  instigators  or  approvers  to 
pay  for  repairs!!!  National  honor,  professional  cha* 
racter,  official  fidelity, — all— ^1  are  nothing  to  Com* 
modore  Elliott,— mere  dust  in  the  balance  compared 
with  a  sum  of  msoney  from  these  ^  most  respectable 
merchants!!"  And  are  these  the  Medici  of  Bositon? 
Bow  elevated  must  be  their  sentiments  f  They  doubt- 
less kept  an  account  current  with  the  nation,  placing 
their  lawless  outrage  upon  its  dignity  on  one  side  of 
the  I^r,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  repairs^  on  the 
odier.  Tristrttm  Shandy's  account  current  wiA  Ms 
^Onsdience  is^  ^rown  quite  in  the  shade,  hf  this  ba- 


LUrs  OF  COM.  KLI^OTT.  396 

lance  i^lieet  of  Bostonian  political  morals.  The  drays 
and  Crowningdiiields  of  the  last  war  were  a  different 
sort  of  mercbaots  £rom  these  modem  MedicL 

Disappointed  in  this  chaxacteristic  project,  some 
one  of  those  concerned  sent  to  Gonunodore  Elliott  an 
anonffmous  and  abusive  letter,  inclosing  what  the 
writer  avowed  to  be  a  [uece  of  the  figure  head.  This* 
is  a  singular  confession,  and  one  which  refiites  certain 
stal^ments  of  the  Boston  "  Whig^  newspapers,  pub- 
lished immediately  after  the  perpetration  of  the  out* 
rage.  The  reader  will  recollect  the  statement  in  these 
papers,  that  the  portion  oi  the  figure  sawed  off  fell 
into  the  stream  and  was  carried  away«  How  then 
did  the  writer  of  this  anonymous  letter  obtain  a  firag* 
meat  of  it  ?  This  would  indicate  either  that  it  was 
not  carried  away  by  the  tide,  or  was  recovered  after- 
wards. Had  it  been  so  recovered,  the  &ct  would 
have  been  very  exulUngly  announced  in  the  Boston 
newspapers  and  Boston  circles ;  for  as  the  accidental 
finding  involved  no  le^  or  moral  ofience,  no  motive 
could  exist  for  concesuing  it.  No  such  fact  having 
been  announced,  the  supposition  remains  that  it  was 
not  lost,  but  very  oarefully  delivered  to  the  instigators 
of  the  outrs^.  This  is  confirmed  by  a  few  sin^lar 
facts.  A  "  Whig"  merchant,  while  conversing  with  a 
group  in  State  street,  pulled  firom  his  pocket  a  piece 
of  wood,  and  exultins^ly  showed  it  as  a  piece  (h  the 
figure  head,  saying  that  the  head  was  then  in  State 
street,  and  that  he  had  recently  seen  it  Another 
"  Whig"  merchant,  a  presid^it  of  an  insurance  office, 
exhibited  a  list  of  names,  saying  they  were  the  names 
oif&rty-fmir  who  had  seen  ihti  figure  heady  and  that 
others  m^ht  see  it  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy. 
These  facts  show  that  the  part  severed  was  delivered 
in  Boston,  and  corroborate  the  aocount  of  the  revel 
held  over  it;  this  list  containing  the  names  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  this  memorable  feast    Another  £tct  is  con^ 
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finnatory.  Several  ^^respectable  merdiants^  having 
expressed  some  anxiety  to  have  the  figure  repaired^ 
Commodore  Elliott  directed  them  to  be  informed  that 
it  could  be  easily  done  upon  their  sending  back  to 
the  Navy  Yard  the  part  removed.  If  sincere  in  their 
wish  to  have  it  reiidred,  they  would  have  improved 
this  hint,  and  had  it  secretly  conveyed  to  the  Navy 
Yard.  But  the  Commodore  was  told  that  this  was 
impossible,  for  the  head  was  cut  up!!  Each  of  the 
forty-four  has  doubtless  preserved  a  trophy  of  this 
chivalrous  enterprise!! 

Still  disappointed,  the  "  Whigs"  of  Boston  concert- 
ed another  characteristic  project.  Unwilling  to  have 
the  ship  leave  the  harbor  as  a  monument  of  their 
disgrace,  and  unable  to  prevent  it  by  either  persua- 
sion or  bribery,  they  thought  of  resorting  to  force ; 
and  accordingly  caused  Commodore  Elliott  to  be  in- 
formed that  if  he  persisted  in  carrying  away  the  Con- 
stitution in  that  condition,  guns  would  be  carried  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  harbor,  stationed  opposite  the 
channel,  and  fired  upon  the  ship  if  he  attempted  to 
pass.  He  replied  that  when  the  ship  passed,  he  should 
be  on  deck,  and  prepared  for  every  thing.  Though 
it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  they  were  serious  in 
threatening  this  insane  step,  yet  their  readiness  to  of- 
fer the  threat  is  a  stroke  of  character.  It  shows  by 
what  expedients  they  are  willing  to  accomplish  their 
designs. 

Another  instance  of  characteristic  behavior  is  now 
to  be  recorded.  YiThile  these  attacks  upon  the  fame 
of  Captain  Elliott  were  so  rigorously  prosecuted  in 
Boston,  a  paragraph  appeared  in  a  newspaper  in  Phil- 
adelphia, purporting  to  be  founded  upon  a  letter  from 
Boston,  stating  that  on  appearing  at  the  Tremont 
Theatre,  he  was  saluted  with  hisses.  This  tale  was 
without  foundation,  for  no  such  incident  occurred. 
It  was  fobricated  and  sent  abroad  for  political  effect. 


Falsehoods  and  forgeries  upon  the  eve  of  elections, 
or  for  attaining  any  political  object,  have  long  been 
common  with  the  dominant  party  in  Boston;  and 
with  anonymous  letter  writing,  secret  slander,  das- 
tardly sneering,  and  other  disingenuous  practices 
which  can  never  prevail  amon^  a  high  minded  peo- 

Sle,  have  brought  deep  reproach  upon  New  England/ 
*om  other  sections  of  the  Union.  If  these  practices 
are  confined  to  Bodtdn  p^IMcinnSy  it  is  time  for  the 
rest  of  New  England  to  disavow  them,  to  exonerate 
themselves  from  the  reproach,  and  to  cast  it  where  it 
bslmi^.  If  they  ax^  common  in  the  Easfleni  Scatn, 
it  is  time  for  those  who  practice  them  to  begin  the 
work  of  reformation.  They  are  truly  detestable 
practices,  and  originate  in  that  cunning  which  is  not 
an  infirmity  common  ta  great  minds. 
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CHAPTER  XVm 


Ooim  Martial  at  the  N«T7  Yard  Id  Charleatown  in  the,  qiriBff  of  1886.  Treatment 
of  Commodore  Elliott. 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  relate  another  attempt 
upon  the  fame  of  Ck)mmodore  Elliott.  On  the  25th 
•of  September,  1834,  a  Court  Martial  was  ordered  at 
the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  for  the  trial  of  Lieuten- 
ant Babbit,  upon  charges  preferred  by  Commodore 
Elliott.  Mr.  Babbit  appeared  in  court  by  his  coun- 
sel?^ lawyer  in  very  respectable  practice  in  Boston,  a 
protege  of  the  Boston  monied  aristocracy,  having, 
from  the  very  commencement  of  his  professional  ca- 
reer, been  one  of  the  especial  objects  of  their  patron- 
age and  protection.  Though  he  has  shunned  politi- 
cal life,  and  devoted  himseff  exclusively  to  the  law, 
yet,  the  son  of  "an  old  Federalist  of  the  Boston 
stamp,"  himself  of  the  same  persuasion,  he  has  usu- 
ally been  put  forward  in  legal  cases  that  partook  at 
all  of  a  political  character.  Indeed  he  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  favorites  of  the  exclusive 
Boston  junta,  and  therefore  one  whom  Mr.  Babbit 
would  be  advised  to  consult,  in  a  trial  in  which  this 
junta  expected  to  overwhelm  Commodore  Elliott  with 
mortification. 

On  the  day  when  the  defense  was  to  be  read,  a 
large  concourse  assembled  at  the  court  room  to  hear 
it,  and  to  witness  the  signal  victory  to  be  obtained 
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over  Commodore  Elliott  Among  others,  the  widow 
and  two  little  children  of  the  late  Dr.  Babbit  ^ere 
present,  and  without  her  agency,  placed  in  a  very 
conspicuous  station.  The  defense,  which  was  read 
by  the  counsel  in  a  very  emphatic  tone,  contained  the 
following  paragraph. 

**  I  might  appeal  to  the  facta,  that  I  alone  of  the  three  sons  of  a  wi* 
dowed  mother^  who  entered  the  Naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
survive  to  maintain  her.  That  one  of  them,  holding  the  rank  in 
which  I  now  stand,  fell  honorably  at  his  poet  in  battle,  daring  the  last 
war,  and  I  miaht  point  to  the  mve  of  the  other,  in  a  foreign  land, 
who  received  his  death  blow  while  executing  an  order  given  by  the 
prosecutor,  under  circumstances  which  it  is  believed  he  wul  never  for- 
get:  leaving  a  widow  and  children,  who  look  to  me  as  their  protector 
aAdrguide.'*^ 

The  counsel  read  this  paragraph  with  what  was 
intended  for  a  thrilling  emphasis,  and  with  a  glance 
directed  to  Commodore  Elliott,  the  object  of  which 
seemed  to  be  little  less  than  his  annihilation.  As  was 
to  have  been  expected,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  audience 
were  immediately  turned  upon  the  Commodore;  and 
as  most  of  them  appeared  for  the  especial  purpose  of 
witnes^ng  his  humiliation,  they  responded  to  the  em- 
phatic tones  and  significant  gestures  of  the  counsel, 
with  the  exulting  looks  of  those  who  thought  a  sig- 
nal triumph  already  achieved.  Commodore  Elliott 
heard  this  with  astonishment  and  scorn;  astonish- 
ment that  he  should  be  the  object  of  an  imputation  so 
heinous  as  the  murder  of  the  late  Dr.  Babbit,  for  such 
was  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  counsd's  words ;  and 
3Com  of  the  baseness,  whose  ever  it  was,  that  could 
invent  such  a  slander.  Turning  from  the  counsel 
with  a  look  which  plainly  said  "  we  shall  meet  i^ain,'^ 
he  cast  a  glance  of  compassion  upon  the  afflicted 
widow  and  her  orphan  children,  thus  dragged  into 
court  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  a  foul  libel  upon  their 
l^e&ctCNr;  thus  ostentatiously  paraded  by  the  mana- 
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gers  of  the  scene, for  thepurposeof  impartmg  to thif 
libel  a  dramatic  effiact  WeUmay  it  be  supplied  that 
he  rejoiced  more  than  ever  in  naving  been  to  that 
widow  and  those  orphans  an  efficient  Mend  in  the 
hour  of  need!  He  th^i  turned  to  the  counsel,  and 
with  an  aspect  of  calm  dignity^  denoting  a  settled 
purpose,  heard  him  through  the  remainder  of  the  de- 
fense. The  counsel,  having  concluded,  bowed  very 
respectftilly  to  the  court,  ana  somewhat  triumphanfly 
to  the  audience ;  and  ''last,  not  least,"  saluted  Com* 
modore  Elliott  with  a  very  low  bow  and  a  smile  of 
most  withering  politeness.  Commodore  EUiott  re^ 
turned  these  civiUties  with  a  bow  still  lower,  and  a 
look  denoting  a  determination  to  pay  due  attention  to 
both  fri^Kls  and  foes. 

The  settled  purpose  which  he  conceived  so  soon  as 
this  slander  was  uttered,  was  immediately  carried  into 
execution.  The  reader  will  reni»a[iber  that  the  late 
Dr.  Babbit,  to  whom  he  was  thus  accused  of  havkigf 
given  a  death  Uowy  was  suigeon  of  the  Cyane  in 
1826,  while  thiU;  ^ip  was  on  the  Brazilian  station, 
under  the  Commodore's  command.  Having  dblained 
permission  to  go  on  shore  fcnr  several  days,  ne  was  re- 
quested by  his  friend,  Dr.  Bond,  U.  S.  Consul  at  Monte 
Video,  to  visit  one  of  Dr.  Bond's  patients,  an  English 
gentleman,  s^  the  hospital,  ill  of  small  pox.  Dr.  Bab- 
bit sue[gested  that  he  mi^ht  be  liable  to  infection ;  for 
though  he  had  been  vaccmated,  yet,  having  undergo!^ 
several  sahvations  Ibr  hepatic  complaints,  he  was  ap» 
prehensive  that  the  preventiTc  hikd  been  eradicafed 
from  his  syst^en.  He  was  neverthdess  persuaded  to 
accompany  Ik.  Bond  to  the  hospital.  On  returning 
to  the  ship,  he  expressed  to  Connnodore  IfflUoCt  his 
apprehensicm  of  having  taken  the  small  pox,  sa3ring 
be  should  never  forgive  himself  dioold  diat  disease 
be  introduoad  on  b«ird  thioagh  his^  ageney.    Th» 
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Gommodore  replied  that  he  had  indeed  done  wrong 
in  visiting  a  patient  ill  of  small  pox  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, but  that  what  was  past  could  not  be  re- 
medied, and  that  if,  unfortunately,  he  should  have 
contracted  the  disease,  no  exertions  would  be  spared 
for  his  relief  The  surgeon's  mate  soon  afterwards  re- 
portedhim  sick,andinduetime,tlieindicationsof  small- 
pox were  decisive.  Commodore  Elliott  immediately 
advised  his  removal  from  the  cockpit,  saying  he 
would  be  more  comfortable  above,  and  that  half  of  the 
cabin  was  at  his  service,  and  should  be  prepared  im- 
mediately for  his  reception.  Dr.  Babbit  declined, 
saying  he  was  as  comfortable  in  the  cockpit  as 
he  should  be  elsewhere,  and  the  crew  less  exposed  to 
infection  than  if  he  was  above.  Dr.  Moore,  the  sur- 
geon's mate,  also  advised  his  remaining  in  the  cock- 
pit. Commodore  Elliott,  discovering  symptoms  of 
timidity  among  some  of  the  oflScers  and  crew,  and 
knowing  thatj  having  all  been  vaccinated,  they  were 
perfectly  safe,  still  urged  Dr.  Babbit  to  ccAisent  to  a 
removal,  for  the  double  purpose  of  affording  him 
more  comfortable  acconunodations,  and  of  dispelling 
the  fears  of  the  crew  about  infection.  Finding  the 
patient  inexorable,  he  ordered  the  midshipmen  to  be 
removed  from  the  steerage  to  the  gun  deck,  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  the  patient's  quarters  more  quiet, 
and  while  he  lived,  continued  to  bestow  upon  him  all 
the  care  and  attention  of  a  parent.  His  remains  were 
transported  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  buried  on  shore 
with  military  honors,  Commodore  Elliott,  with  his 
own  hands,  placing  the  last  shovel  of  earth  upon  the 
grave. 

The  decease  of  Dr.  Babbit  was  communicated  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  Commodore  Elliott,  in 
a  letter  dated  May  29,  1826. 

Upon  Commodore  Elliott's  arrival  at  CharlestowUi 
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to  aflcnme  die  commaiid  of  tfae  Navy  Yard,  he  fimnd 
the  vridow  and  children  of  Dr«  Babbit  with  no  other 
means  of  support  than  her  exertions,  aided  by  Li^i- 
t^iant  Babbit,  who,  having  himself  and  his  mother  to 
support  from  his  pay,  had  but  Uttle  to  spare.  Com- 
modore Elliott  immediately  took  the  measures  neces- 
sary for  procuring  a  pmsion  for  hex,  as  will  appeal 
from  the  following  correspondence. 

**Navf  Yard,  Boglon, 
Dee.  1«,  ISSai 
Sib,— I  herewith  encloaea  memorial  from  widow  Maria  Babbit. 
This  lady  is  now  in  this  Yard,  with  two  young  childreni  wholly  de- 
pendent open  others  for  sopport. 

I  am  induced  to  enclose  this  memorial  to  you,  as  Surgeon  Babbit 
died  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Cyane,  under  my  command  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  in  the  year  1827,  ot  small  pox,  contracted  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  professional  duties ;  and  as  I  know  that  your  generous 
feelings  will  prompt  you  to  do  every  thing  in  your  power,  to  render  a 
service  to  the  afflicted  widow,  and  her  fatherless  children. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Navy  Department  of  the 
12th  of  Sept  and  of  the  SecreUrv  of  the  Navy's  answer  of  the  I6tb, 
by  which  it  will  appear  that  the  Department  can  do  nothing  for  her 
relief,  without  the  action  of  Congress.  Should  you  think  that  any 
other  members  of  Congress  should  be  written  toon  the  subject,  if  you 
will  inform  me  by  return  of  mail,  I  will  communicate  with,  them  ac- 
cordingly. 

Respectfully,  Ac 

J.6.ELLU0TT. 
The  Hon.  Edwabd  Bysarrr, 

Member  of  Congresa,  Washington." 


**  WathinrUm,  Dee,  27.  I88t. 
Com.  Eluott,— Dear  Sir,  I  have  your  favor  of  the  16th.  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  delayed  by  the  inregularities  of  the  mail. 
I  wOl  this  day  present  the  memonai  of  Mrs.  Babbit  to  the  House  of 

I  should  think,  if  you  wrote  to  Mr.  C.  P.  White^  of  the  H.  R., 
Chahman  of  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs,  that  it  would  be  ser- 
viceable. . 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  exerting  myself  to  obtain  that  measure 
of  relief  for  Mrf.  Babbit,  to  which  the  nature  of  her  claim  so  justly 
entitles  her. 


Reqoectfiilly.  ^bc 


KYKRETT.' 


Commodore  Elliott  also  addressed  Mr.  White,  pur- 
suant to  the  su^;esticm  of  Mr.  Everett. 
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As  was  before  said,  OommocloTe  BUiott  lost  no 
time  in  taking  the  steps  upon  which  he  had  decided 
on  hearing  this  defense  of  Lieutenant  Babbit.  He 
immediately  wrote  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  officers 
of  the  Cyane  in  1826,  for  the  history  of  Dr.  Babbit's 
sickness  and  death.  Having  received  replies  from 
two  of  them  nearest  to  Boston,  Lieutenants  Spencer 
and  EUery,  he  endeavored  to  discover  the  author  of 
this  heinous  charge.  The  following  are  the  letters 
from  Lieutenants  Spencer  and  Ellery. 

**  New  YiPrk,  Nat.  28,  18M. 

Bmam^  StiL'— I  have  had,  the  honor  to  receive  your  iettesof  the  34th 
insu,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  wherein  you  call  my  attention  to 
a  part  of  Lieut.  Babbit's  defence,  before  a  late  Court  Martial,  in  reAf* 
ence  to  the  death  of  hie  late  brother,  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  C#» 
ane^  while  under  your  copimand. 

Lieut.  B.  says  that  he  received  his  death  blow,  while  ezecutinff  en 
order  giTen  by  yon :  of  this  I  know  BOthias.  If  you  did  eive  him  %a 
order  to  vieit  a  person  at  Monte  Video,  who  had  the  smallpox,  it  ne- 
ter  was  eommnnica^ed  to  me^ 


Respectfully,  A«. 

W.  A.  SPENCER. 


Com.  J.  D.  Euiott,  U.  S.  Navy,  Boston." 


**  Newport,  R,  I  Nov.  94,  1834, 
DxAK  Stb,— I  have  now  the  honor  of  acknuwleH»xin^  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  2iM  inst.,  with  itBEiccoiti[ mivaiiM  ?\ tract?,  tiiilI  rt-^re' 
to  My  that  It  will  aot  bd  in  my  power  to  give  the  defined  mformatmn  on 
the  points  meDfionedj— no  conversation  having  pa^i^jfl  bet  wee  n  0r 
Babbit  and  myaelf,  respecting  hia  removal  from  the  ^n-dech:  lo  the 
cockpit,  neither  bt^me  within  my  recollection,  that  remarks  were  made 
by  otncT  officers,  reuitive  to  the  removal.  Certain^  however,  iitit  I, 
tnat  the  Doctor  never  sugacsted  to  me,  or  lo  any  other  officer,  to  my 
knowtedge^  that  he  wuuld  be  more  comfortable  out  of  the  ror^kpit ;  for 
1  belksvf^  nrmly,  thnt  any  aiujffostion  of  the  kind  would  have  heeo 
renciily  and  willingly  accedtd  to  by  youraelf,  as  it  would  pUo  have 
been  Approved  by  every  offioer  of  tlif  ahip — the  Doctor  beinj^  miich 
esteemed  and  beloved  by  all  on  bflard.  I  reniember.  perfet'tty  weil^ 
that  the  Midshipmen  were  ordered  from  the  sfeeraK^  to  sleep  on  the 
f^uD'deck,  to  prevent  noi^,  end  promote  a  free  etrculation  of  air« 

By  a  converaation  between  Dr.  Babbit  and  my»elf,  during  his  con- 
finement in  the  cockpit,  the  itnpresaion  was  made  upon  my  mind,  aa 
recalled  by  memory  at  this  distant  peHod,  that  the  Doctor  had  been 
Bolicjted  by  the  American  Conaul,  who  I  undp-fitvod  to  be  a  phyaicJan, 
to  visit  A  friend  frQin  Philadelphia,  Hick  with  the  ernalil  poa  ;  which- 
at  first  he  decline^J^— Atating  as  nia  reasona  fDr  eo  domg,  that  he  hma. 
been  frf?quently  salivated  for  fevers,  and  wae  appTeh^?»n^ive  th*(  th*j 
previntite^  from  vri^xinrnthn  had  been  ETOLiicai^El  Oi>m  hia  conati- 
tation  f  bat^  by  repeated  entreaty,  wi^  induoed  to  ^,  Hlihough  pef^ 
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Miaded  in  his  own  mind,  that  the  event  would  be  such  mi  in  the  end  it 
proved  to  be. 

Dr.  Babbit,  at  that  time,  showed  me  his  mark  ^  vaediuaion^  whkk 
^   I  very  eliffht, — asked  to  see  mine, — and  observed  there  was  no  dan- 
'    le.    I  do  not   "  ' 


gerof  me.    1  do  not  think  your  name,  dear  sir,  was  mentioned  at  aUL 

~       ctiiilly,  ^. 

FRANK  ELLERT. 


Com.  J.  D.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Navy,  Boaton." 

^  Having  ascertained  by  a  correspondence  with  sev- 
eral officers  of  the  Navy  Yard,  that  Mr.  Loring,  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  Lieutenant  Babhi^ 
insisted  upon  retaining  this  obnoxious  passage  in  the 
defense,  he  addressed  to  him  the  following  letter,  in- 
closing in  it  the  correspondence  abovementioned  be- 
tween himself  and  Messrs.  Everett  and  White,  and 
the  letters  from  Lieutenants  Spencer  and  Ellery. 

'*Commafukmf»  Offiet,  JSamv  Yard,  BoaUm, 
Deeember  4tk,  1834. 

Sib,— Herewith  I  forward  yoo  copies  of  comiwinicstions  whieb 
have  passed  between  Capt.  Jos.  Smith  and  myself 

From  the  statement  of  Cspt  Smith,  it  appears  that  you  insisted 
upon  Lieut.  Babbit's  retaining  in  his  defence,  against  his  wishes,  cer- 
tain exceptionable  matter;  a  portion  of  which  chsri^ed  me  with 
having  had  an  agency  in  the  death  of  Surgeon  W.  D.  Babbit. 

It  is  true  1  was  not  openly  charged  with  murder,  or  manslaughter! 
but  it  is  e%ualiy  true,  that,  from  the  particular  wording  of  the  sen- 
tence, the  widow  and  children  of  the  deceased,  together  with  a  nume- 
rous audienee,  were  left  to  infer  either  one  or  the  other  i  and  I  could  not 
but  turn  my  eyes  in  pity  to  those  destitute  children,  when  I  found  that 
poison  of  so  base  a  kind  was  diffiiaed  among  them. 

With  what  propriety,  or  justification,  so  foul  a  charge  was  made 
against  me,  the  accompanying  documents  wdl  determine.  The  en- 
closed copy  of  a  correspondence  wi^h  the  Hon.  Rdward  Everett,  and 
the  Hon.  Campbell  P.  White,  will  also  show  the  instrumentality  I 
had  in  procunne^  the  pension  which  bis  widow  now  enjoys  from  the 
governnfteot. 

The  matter,  aa  it  now  stands,  originated  with  you ;  and,  of  course^ 
I  have  a  right  to  know  from  whom  you  derived  your  informatwn.  Be- 
spect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  whom  I  highly  esteemedr— the 
feelings  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  children,  who  were  present, 
and  justice  to  myself,  require  that  you  should  apply  a  proper  and  an 
immediate  antidote  to  the  poison.  ,^,  ,      .        . 

As  a  portion  of  the  great  concourse  of  people  assembled  to  hear  it, 
are  now  dispersed  over  the  country,  end  one  of  them,  a  brother  officer, 
Lieut.  Fowler,  hasdepartad  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  I  must  require 
that  the  antidote  be  made  as  pubTic  as  possible. 

That  you  mav  be  enabled  to  ha^  a  just  knowledge  of  the  matter, 
I  am  neoeasatily  obUged  to  address  yoa  at  length.  Should  I  be  con- 
sidered tediooa,  an  apology^must  be  found  in  a  desire  to  have  the  whole 
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troth  laid  op6n  to  you.  If  I  appear  more  sensitive  than  usual,  it 
must  be  ascribed  to  sympathy,  which  had  its  origin  when  you  uttered 
the  poison,  and  I  cast  my  eyes  towards  the  children  of  the  deceased. 

[Here  follows  a  description  of  Dr.  Babbit's  sickness,  death  and 
burial.] 

As  you  are  the  only  person  I  can  call  upon,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  I  have  therefore  to  require,  as  an  act  of  justice  both  to 
you  and  myself  that  you  should  furnish  the  Appellant  Power,  and  tha 
officers  who  composed  the  Court,  with  an  acknowledgment  and  cor- 
rection of  your  error.  I  have  no  disposition  to  infringe  upon  the  righta 
of  those  whose  talents  and  educauon  particularly  fit  them  to  coun^ 
sel  and  defend  those  of  my  profession,  when  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
honor.  Par  be  it  from  me.  I  wish  justice  to  have  ner  ends  fully  an- 
swered, and  no  more. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you,  as  you  will  perceive,  unsealed,  by  Lieut. 
Commandant  Armstrong,  of  the  Columbus,  who  is  vested  with  full 
powers  to  receive  that  from  you  which  may  prove  satisfactory,  and  to 
close  this  whole  matter. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv, 

your  most  oh\  servant 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

CHABI.BS  G.  LOBINO,  ESQ.  BOBtOIl,  MSSS." 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Loring  made  the  following  reply. 

''Boston,  Dee,  8,  1834. 
Com.  J.  D  El'iott, 

Dnited  Slates  Navy  Yard,  Charlestown. 
Sia.— Your  communication  of  the  4th  inst.  and  the  accompanying 
documents,  were  handed  to  me  by  Lieut.  Armstrong  on  that  evening. 
I  have  placed  your  letter  in  Lieut.  Babbit's  hands ;  and  he  has  fur- 
nished me  with  a  copy  of  his  note  to  you  of  the  6th  instant,  correctinc 
the  error  under  which  you  addressed  me. 

Having  since  received  no  other  communication  from  you,  the  tone 
of  your  letter  does  not  permit  me  to  make  any  further  reply,  than  that 
I  do  not  acknowledge  any  accountability  to  you  upon  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  G.  LORINCI.V 

Commodore  Elliott  rejoined  in  the  following  terms : 

**C0nimandan^9  Office^  Navy  Yard^  Bo»ton^ 

Dee.  10,  1834. 

SiB,— I  hsTo  received  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  and  in 
answer  remark  that  I  cannot  admit  a  right  in  you  to  interpose|an  irre- 
sponsible person  between  us.  > 

I  have  a  right,  based  upon  the  veracity  of  Masters  Commandants 
Budd  and  Smith,  to  require  explanation  and  correction,  on  a  point 
where  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  you^  to  inflict  as  deep  an  injury 
upon  me  as  could  well  be  done.  This  right  you  cannot  consistently 
deny,  as  you  will  perceive  upon  referrin/;  to  those  communications, 
more  especially  to  the  latter,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  you  admit  the 
fact  that  Lieutenant  Babbit  wished  to  erase  the  exceptionable  matter, 
and  that  you  caused  it  to  be  retained  in  the  defence. 

You  might  have  expected  that  I  should  have  brought  this  subject  to 
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Bodoe.  at  an  earlier  moment;  but  I  determice4  to 
imtU  I  could  procure  the  meaos.of  enabKng  job, 


I'anx  I 

odjum r--. ^  ,--, 

barrassment,  to  do  me  fuH  justice :  and  if  the  respectable  teatiaioii^  of 
Captain  Spencer  and  Lieutenant  EUery,  1st  and  ad  Lisntwaanta  of  the 
Cyana  at  the  decease  of  Dr.  Babbit,  is  not  sufficient,  you  have  bcnnh 
ipftb  (M  of  Lieatenttai  Lsvy»  ad  lieutenaat,  and  Mr.  ^amea  Fergu^ 
aon^  SaiMnir  Master,  whose  pwticular  diity  it  was  to  watch  over  and 
isoJrd  all  ocoorreaces  that  look  p^ee  on  board  the  ship. 

Tow  state  that  wm  haaa  put  m  Lieutenant  Babbit's  band%  my  letter 
•f  the  4th  I  that  be  has  fiirniahed  you  with  a  copy  of  hia  note  to  me^ 
dated  the  Mh,  and  that  yov  have  receievd  no  other  communication  from 
ne.  You  had  na  riftht  to  azpeet  a  note  from  me.  until  a  reply  could 
be  bad  to  my  fint  note,  whioi  yon  had  promised  Lieutenant  Arm- 
strong. 

I  must  beiv  uke  occasiaa  to  remark,  that  lieutenant  Babbit,  in 
answer  to  LieateBaBt  Armstrong,  when  he  handed  him  back  his  note^ 
gave  him  to  inderstaad  that  he  was  without  the  means  by  which  to 
make  the  necessary  correction  and  explanation  whifch  you  had  been 
furnished  with,  to  eaable  you  to  meet  the  call. 

I  must  and  still  do  insist,  in  my  rii^ht  to  hold  an  individual  responsi- 
ble, ibr  his  erroiB,  until  a  correction  ts  properly  made. 

It  therefore  rests  with  yourself  to  decide,  whetl^r  von  will  now  dose 
this  whole  matter,  or  compel  me  to  let  it  remam  K>r  subsequent  ac- 


I  am.  Sir,  respectfully, 

It  o1  ^ 

J.  D.  ELLtOTT. 


your  most  ob*t  serv*t, 
'  ~  "ELUC 


CiuBus  G.  Loams,  Esq.  Boston,  Mass." 

TTie  letters  of  Messrs.  Levy  and  Ferguson,  men* 
tioned  in  tliis  letter,  were  the  following : 

DsAE  SiB,— Indjspoaition  prevented  me  from  aa  early  teply  to  your 
favor.  I  nuw  nvail  myself  of  the  pleasure  j  Rndi  in  ariawer  lo  your 
inquiry,  cuit  only  fitst^a  whiitvrflstKe  (general  understand  ine  among  the 
omcers  of  the  ward -room,  relative  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Babbit,— that 
he  feJ[  in  consequence  of  vijjitinf;,  through  the  warm  aotTdtation,  and 
in  company  with  Dr.  Bon^.  a  peraon  whet  wna  down  with  the  small 
poi.  Dr.  Babbit  remov^  frum  the  warii-room,  same  time  before  he  or 
Jiia  mate  knctc  That  he  bud  the  diseape  ?  for  both  he  and  Mr.  Moore 
Ihoughl  it  waa  an  attack  of  hia  otd  complaint,  the  liver,  Every  at- 
t^ndon  rbnt  a  ahip  ai  eea  couJd  aB^^rd,  I  am  tnlly  perf><unded  he  had. 
The  ejttTact  from  Lieu  ten  am  Rftbbii'i  defence  i^  the  firat  iniimatiqti 
1  ever  had.  that  you  gave  hia  brother  an  order  to  visit  ih«  pertoa  irj 
qiustion;  aad  iuch  an  order  been  given,  I  thmk  I  ahouJd  have  heard 
of  iL 

U.  P.  LEVyTuTs.  N.  of  MoBticslb. 
Coiiinr.  J.  D.  EixiotTi  Boston." 

''PhOaddphia^Dte,  \  L8M. 
DsAB  Sta, — ^I  received  your  letter  of  the  2d,  yesterosr,  ana  readily 
fpmplar  witbf  ths  requMist  therdix  made,*  ^to  examine  the  accomftflnymg 
eitract  from  the  defence  of  Lt  K.  B.  Babbh,  before  the  Naysl  Court 
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Mania],  which  j:i80Mi4r  tat  hen  (Boaton)  and  let  me  (yon)  kBowtfthe 
decease  of  bit  Drotner  on  board  the  Cyanc  by  amall  pox  juMifira  theae 
teiMirka/ 

With  Dr.  Babbit  (tbe  brother  aOuded  to)  whom  I  much  eateemedL 
as  well  for  his  profesaioual  skill  as  amiable  disposition,  I  was  qmte  in^ 
tinnto,  aad  firatquaatly  aaw  Mid  conversed  with  him  during  .the  course 
of  his  illness,  and  ud  to  within  a  short  parisd  of  ilia  'dekimi*  wbich 
immediately  preceded,  and  I  believe  eontmoed^  nntfl  his  death.  On  one 
•f  these  «eeasions,  in  the  earlypart ef  hia  sickneea,  be  informed  me 
that  while  on  ^ofe  at  Monte  Video,  he  had  Tiaited,  in  company  vmk 
Dr.  Bond,  die  American  Consol,  one  of  the  most  agnravated  easee  of 
smaU  pex  he  had  ever  seen,  and  described  in  M-ras  that  made  a  greni 
impressien  on  me,  the  loathaome  appearance  of  the  subject,  Utt  with* 
out  expressing,  evicn  in  the  most  distant  manner,  as  Ult  as  my  memo* 

F  serves  me,  any  eppsehension  that  he  might  have  tmbibei  iiifection» 
never  learned  from  him  or  others,  that  this  visit  was  not  m  every 
resoect  a  voluntary  ad.  And  I  am  persuaded  from  what  I  knew  of  Dr. 
Babbit  that  no  consideration  of  personal  danger  would  ever  have niflu- 
enced  him,  where  an  oppormnity  offered,  either  of  bestowing  on  others 
the  benefit  of  his  own  skill,  or  rejwing  for  himsel£  any  uaetUl  adoitioa 
to  his  professional  experience.  The  msease  which  terminated  his  va- 
luable life,  was  very  insidioos  in  its  first  attack,  and  lingered  s„long 
time  in  his  system  before  he  ever  suspected  its  true  character,  ^n^o^ 
1  saw  him  for  the  first  time  after  he  complained  of  being  ill,  he  told  me, 
prefacing  it  with  eome  remarks  on  his  constitution,  that  he  believed  it 
proceeded  from  ma  obstmctioa  in  the  *  bile  duct  :*  this  wes  the  precise 
expression,  for  it  became  forever  fixed  in  my  memory  by  certain  at* 
tendant  drcumstancee  which  it  n  not  necessary  to  mention  here ;  and 
I  do  not  think  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  real  neture  ef  the  disease 
under  which  he  labored,  until  a  short  period  before  the  *varioloue 
eraption*  made  it  painfully  evident  to  every  body  else.  I  mention  these 
particulars,  because  I  think  it  was  owing  to  thra  misconception  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease  in  ite  enrlier  stages,  that  such  fa^  consequences 
ensued.  I  never  understood  otherwise,  than  that  the  change  from  hiB 
own  room  to  the  cockpit  was  his  own  choice:  he  certainly  never  com- 
plained to  me  that  it  was  not  so,  or  that  he  was  laboring  under  anv 
restriction  from  you,  of  a  nature  to  obstruct  his  recovei^ :  if  he  had, 
from  the  cbep  interest  I  felt  in  him,  I  should  have  immediately  inform- 
ed you.  After  the  true  nature  <^  his  disease  was  ascertained,  great 
alarm  prevailed  in  the  shq>,  Snd  the  most  judicious  and  enective 
measures  were  adopted  by  you  to  prevent  the  propagation  of  infection 
aa  was  proved  by  the  event— but  a  solemn  regard  for  truth  obliges  me 
to  declare,  that  m  no  way  that  I  ever  understood  did  these  measuMS 
affect  the  comfort  or  influence  the  fete  of  poor  Dr.  Babbit. 

If;  therefore,  by  the  remarks  in  the  extract  from  Lt.  Babbit's  Defence^ 
conunencing  at  I  might  point  to  the  grave  of  the  other  in  a  foreign 
land,  who  received  his  death  Wow,  whiTe  executing  an  order  tfiven  by 
die  prosecutor  under  circumstances  which  it  is  believed  he  wul  never 


my  recollection. 

Respectfully,  Ac 

^  ^  ^  JAfilBS  FEROUSOlf* 
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Mr.  Loring,  in  reply  to  the  last  letter  of  Commo- 
dore Elliott,  addressed  the  following  to  Lieutenant 
Armstrong. 

"  1%urtday  Evening,  Dee,  11,  1834. 
Lt.  Comdt.  J.  Abmstbono, 

U.  S.  Ship  Columbus. 
Sib,— Comdt.  Elliott's  communication  of  the  10th  instant  was 
handed  to  me  by  you.  while  I  was,  as  you  perceived,  so  engaffed  with 
other  persons,  that  I  had  no  opportunity  to  read  it :  since  then,  I  have 
been  constantly  occupied.  If  I  had  been  able  to  read  that  communi- 
cation while  you  were  present,  I  should  have  stated  verbally,  what  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  that  I  decline  making  any  reply, 
for  the  reason  ahready  given  in  my  note  to  Comdt.  EUiott. 
Respectfully,  Ac 

CHARLES  G.  LORING.'' 
Received  Dec  12, 1834. 

J.  A. 

The  letter  from  Lieut.  Babbit  to  Com.  Elliott,  re- 
ferred to  in  Mr.  Loring's  letter  of  Dec.  8th,  1835,  was 
the  following : 

"JVary  Yard,  Boston,  Dec  6,  1834. 

Sir,— Mr.  Loring,  my  Counsel  in  the  trial  before  the  late  Court  Mar- 
tial, has  exhibitedto  me  a  letter,  addressed  by  you  to  him,  under  date 
of  4th  inst,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  he  insisted  upon  my  retaining, 
.  against  my  wishes,  the  passage  in  my  defence,  which  you  coim>lain  of 
as  erroneous  and  objectionable,  and  for  wluch  you  require  of  him  cor- 
-rection  and  acknowledgment.  Had  you  applied  to  me  upon  the  sub- 
ject, you  would  have  avoided  the>  mistake  into  which  you  have  fallen, 
and  received  that  explanation  which  would  have  prevented  your  look- 
ins  elsewhere  for  the  responsib'dity  of  that  paragraph. 

In  justice,  therefore,  to  Mr.  Lonng,  I  wish  to  make  known  the, cir- 
cumstances relating  to  it,  which  are  as  follows : — ^In  his  conversations 
with  me  upon  the  preparation  for  my  trial,  he  inquired  into  the  history 
and  connexions  of  myself  and  family  with  the  Navy :  and  I  related  to 
him  the  particulars  set  forth  in  that  paragraph,  which  he  inserted,  with- 
out any  further  conference  with  me  than  our  general  conversations  up- 
on the  subject  of  the  defence.  Upon  its  beinf?  read  in  the  presence  <^ 
Capt.  Smitn  and  other  friends.  I  oDjected  to  this  and  the  preceding  par- 
asraph,  relating  to  myself  and  family,  alleging  that  I  felt  a  delicacy  in 
alluaing  to  my  personal  services,  and  obtruding  my  domestic  concern's 
upon  the  public.  But  it  was  the  opinion  of  those  present,  that  I  was 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  these  facts,  as  entitling  me  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Court  and  the  revising  officer,  should  any  of  the  charges  be 
sustained ;  and,  being  satisfied  with  the  propriety  of  their  introduction, 
for  these  reasons,  I  assented  to  their  retention. 

I,  therefore,  am  alone  responsible  for  any  statement  or  remark  made 
in  my  defence,  and  am  the  only  person  to  whom  you  can  with  propriety 
look ;  Mr.  Loring  having  no  other  agency  in  any  thing  relating  to  it, 
than  the  discharge  of  his  professionarduty,  in  advising  as  to  the  use  to 
be  made  of  the  facts  furnished  by  me,  or  proved  in  the  defence. 

In  my  conversation  with  Capt.  Budd,  1  did  not  mean  to  be  understood 
as  implying  that  Capt  Smith  or  my  fnends  insisttd  upon  my  retaining 
the  passage  against  my  wishes:  my  remark  simply  was,  that  I  was  dis- 
posed to  strike  out  or  erase  all  portions  of  the  defence  relating  to  my* 
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aelf  or  fasiily  i  but  that  my  fiieDdt  tbouflht  it  advisable  to  retain  them ; 
and  no  parucular  reference  was  had  to  the  passage  relative  to  the  death 
of  JShifffeon  W.  D.  Babbit.  1  did  not  intend,  or  suptwie,  that  t  -toM  be 
tmderstood  to  say,  that  1  finally  objected,  er  fvtakted  any  paeaisi 
■gainst  my  will,  and  iwon  their  responsibility. 

In  the  preparation  of  my  defence,  I  was  under  the  mtiw  and  lioneflt 
conviction  oif  the  truth  of  the  statement  tnade;  andshouki  not  h««ei»* 
jertad  it,  had  1  entertained  a  doubt  upon  the  subtS«ct)  and  I  h«va  nd 
wish  no  w  to  shrink  from  the  responMbility  ^  it.  At  the  same  timeu  I 
Mm  as  solicitous  to  do  justice  to  yon,  as  I  was  to  obtam  it  ler  mfwlfi; 
and  if  I  have  made  an  erroneous  statement,  it  will  give  me  the  ^ftetAtalt 
•  satisfaction  to  correct  it  as  publicly  as  it  was  made^  and  Mexprtsanqr 
deep  regret,  that  I  should  have  unintentionally  done  you  tUs  injiistwes 
and  if  you  willfurnish  me  with  the  documents  relative  to  this  maittoTi 
they  shall  be  made  as  public  as  is,  or  may  be,  the  defence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er▼an^ 

GowAUD  fi.  Bicaair. 
Com.  JxsSK  D.  ELLiot-r. 

Com'd't  of  the  Navy  YawL 

This  letter  was  immediately  returned  by  Commo- 
dore Elliott  to  Lieutenant  Babbit,  without  being 
copied,  with  the  remark  that  it  could  not  be  received; 
the  reason  of  which  refusal  is  given  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  Commodore  Elliott's  letter  to  Mr.  Loring, 
datsed  December  10,  1834. 

After  this  correspondence  had  ensued,  Commodore 
Elliott  received  letters  from  other  officers  of  the 
Cyane  concerning  Dr.  Babbit's  sickness  and  death, 
aod  whkh  are  the  following. 


"Btlvidere^  Dtsc,  II,  1834. 
Sitt,— 'Tout  lettersj  with  the  accompanying  ejt tracts,  did  not  reach 
mo  until  tbia  mornmg.  As  it  ie  now  upwards  of  ei^hi  years  aince  the 
deaih  of  Dr.  Bnhbitj  und  I  Kave  no  notes  of  th«  cruise^  I  can  mefely 
Bay*  that  the  folio wnn^  m  a  corrt^ct  statement  of  the  case  ta  th^  t^egt 
of  my  recollection,  viz.  e  that  in  the  latter  |jart  of  the  month  of  Apm. 
or  early  part  of  the  month  of  May,  iSJtJ,  Dr.  Bsbbu  and  myflelf  jjctsaw 
a  fev^  oaya  in  Monte  Video  ;  that  ho  did  during  that  dme  vieit  aa  a 
consulting  physician^  a  patit^snt  uf  Dr.  Bond 'a,  t^e  then  U.  S.  Consul 
of  Monie  Video,  whom  he,  Dr.  BabbiT,  supposed  to  have  the  prcmoni' 
lory  Bymptonta  of  amaU  pox :  thai  the  deiy  after  this  viait^  Dr.  Babbit 
returned  on  board  i he  Gyan^  and  a  few  d aye  after  hia  return  on  boaiH, 
complained  of  being  unwell;  that  he  roi^tved  every  poej^Ible  altea- 
tion,  and  left  hlEj  ttate-roon:  to  go  ialo  the  cockpit  at  W  own  aufcgea- 
tion,  thinking  it  preferable^  owmp;  to  thtrrQ  buiag  a  freer  circiilatiop  of 
sk  th«rOi  Uua  in  the  ward  room. 

Reapectfuny,  _ 

EDWAJID  C.  RUTLKDGE." 

3(r 
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**  Philaddpkia.  Dee.  31,  1834. 

SiB.-— Tours  of  the  1st  inst  was  received  about  two  weeks  siqce^ 
•Dd  snould  have  been  answered  before  if  circumstances  would  have 
permitted. 

In  reply  to  yours,  I  shall  briefly  state  what  the  late  Dr.  Babbit  told 
me  when  he  came  off  from  Monte  Video,  where,  as  I  understood  firom 
him,  he  had  been  on  liberty.  He  stated  that  he  had.  at  the  very  ear* 
nest  solicitation  of  Dr.  Bond,  visited  a  gentleman  who  was  laboring 
under  small  pox,  and  expressed  great  apprehension  that  he  had 
brought  the  disease  on  board  with  him,  in  his  clothes;  and  said  if  it 
was  the  case,  he  never  would  forgive  himself  for  it,  and  that  he  was 
very  sorry  that  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  visit  the  pa- 
tient ;  and  that  Dr.  Bond  was  so  very  solicitous  that  he  should  see  the 
gentleman,  that  he  could  not  refuse  him  without  giving  ofience, 
which  he  did  not  wish  to  do. 

You  ask  me  if  the  late  Dr.  Babbit  had  not  every  assistance  extended 
to  hhn  while  he  was  sick.  In  answer  to  this  question  I  answer  ye*, 
he  had  every  assistance,  care  and  attention  which  his  case  required, 
that  a  ship  could  afford— and  sir,  if  my  memorv  serves,  (and  I  think 
it  does,)  you  offered  a  part  of  your  cabin,  which  was  rejected  by  me, 
forjzood  and  sufficient  reasons,  which  I  stated  at  the  time. 

The  midshipmen  were  removed  ^om  the  steerage  to  the  gun-deck ; 
and  if  I  recollect  aright,  I  think  it  was  in  consequence  of  a  represen- 
tation made  by  me  to  vou,  that  it  would  probably  prevent  the  spread- 
ing of  the  disease,  ana  promote  their  comfort,  as  well  as  to  make  it 
more  pleasant  for  Dr.  Babbit. 

Theisc^  so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  are  the  facts,  and  you  can 
make  what  use  of  them  you  please. 

Respectfully, 

C.  MOOF 
Late  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S. 
Capt.  Jxssb   D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Navy,  Boston." 

The  letter,  of  which  the  above  is  an  extract,  was 
not  received  until  after  the  correspondence  with  Capt 
Joseph  Smith. 

**Na9y  Yard,  Charleatown, 
Jan.  27,  1835. 
Sir, — ^In  rcnly  to  your  note  of  last  evening,  I  have  to  state  that  I  was 
at  Monte  Video  in  tne  month  of  Dec.  1826,  and  made  particular  inquiry 
of  Doctor  Bond,  late  Ck>nsul  at  that  place,  respecting  the  case  of  Doctor 
Babbit,  and  was  informed  by  him,  that  at  his  request.  Doctor  Babbit 
accompanied  him  to  visit  a  patient  at  the  hospital;  and  that  on  finding 
several  persons  laboring  under  small  pox  in  the  hospital,  Doctor  Babbit 
expressed  much  apprdiension  with  regard  to  his  own  safety,  not 
being  satisfied  that  he  was  eflfectuallv  protected  against  the  small  pox 
by  the  vaccination  which  he  had  undergone  many  years  before.  His 
fears  proved  to  be  well  founded,  for  he  there  took  the  small  pox,  which 
in  a  few  days  terminated  fatally. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  ob*t  servant, 

BENAjiS  TICKNOR. 
Surg  tan  U.  S.  iVovsf. 
Com.  J.  D.  Eluott,  Commanding  Boston  Sution.'^ 


LtFE  OP  COM.  ELLIOTT.  356 

Pending  this  correspondence  between  Commodore 
Elliott  and  Mr.  Lorin^,  liieutenant  Babbit  had  gone 
to  Washin^on,  he  being  in  order  for  promotion  to 
the  post  of  Master  Commandant.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  Hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson,  a  gentleman  not 
less  distin^ished  for  his  efficiency  and  correctness 
in  transacting  public  business,  than  for  the  purity  of 
his  principles  and  his  nice  sense  of  honor,  thought 
that  the  passage  in  Lieut.  Babbit's  defence  which 
had  reflected  so  unjustly  upon  Commodore  Elliott, 
could  not  be  overlooked  by  the  Department.  He  re- 
quired of  Mr.  Babbit  an  explanation,  as  a  step  ne- 
cessary to  his  promotion,  and  called  for  by  every 
consideration  of  interest  for  the  Navy.  Mr.  Babbit 
accordingly  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,' and  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to 
Commodore  Elliott. 

"  Waahingtofu  Dec.  10, 1836. 

Sir, — A^creefkhXy  to  your  request,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
explanation  to  the  Department  of  a  passage  in  my  defence,  before  the 
late  Ck>urt-Martial  in  my  case,  which  Conrd.  Elliott  has  taken  excep- 
tions to. 

I  was  desirous  that  this,  and  the  preceding  paragraphs  relative  t&my 
family,  should  be  rejected  upon  the  ground  that  I  felt  a  delicacy  in 
bringmg  my  domestic  concerns  before  the  public. 

The  passage  in  question  was  inserted,  not  to  impute  any  improper 
motives  to  Com.  Rlliott  in  the  transaction ;  but,  from  the  circumstances 
of  Surgeon  Babbit's  death,  while  under  his  command,  and  the  situation 
in  which  his  family  were  left, — ^I  considered  as  a  reason,  not  only  en- 
titling me  in  some  degree  to  the  considerations  of  the  Court,  but  that 
it  should  also  have  had  great  weight  with  the  prosecutor,  before  bring- 
ing charges  of  so  heinous  a  nature  against  me.  upon  slight  grounds. 

The  paragraph  alluded  to,  was  inserted  under  an  impression  of  my 
own,  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  I  now  cheerfully  state  that  my  pre- 
sent conviction  is,  that  there  was  nothing  improper  in  the  conduct  of 
Com'd.  Elliott,  in  the  unfortunate  circumstances  that  led  to  my  late 
brother's  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  Obedient  Servant, 

Edwabd  B.  Babbit. 
Hon.  Mahlon  Dickbsson,  Present. 

Secretary  qfthe  Navy" 

To  this,  Commodore  Elliott  made  the  following  reply. 

"  Commandant  9  Office^  Navy  Yardt  Boston^ 
Jan,  21,  1836.     . 
.  Sir,— Tour  communication  dated  Washington,  Dec.  lo^  I836,,mean- 
mg  no  doubt  January  10, 1836,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication 
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made  by  you  to  the  Navy  Department,  bearinff  the  same  dat&  and 
txincaiinng  no  dotftit  the  aame  error  i  has  been  «[idy  vooami.  maa  con- 
aidered. 

In  your  letter  to  the  Department,  1  perceive  several  paragraphs  which 
I  cannot  admit  as  based  apon  conrect  pnncip)aa,  or  the  wholeaonedis- 
.  cipliue  of  the  aervioe  about  which  we  seem  to  entertain  opinions  of  an 
entire  dinerBnt  nature. 

YoQ  say  *iiie  passaged  (of  your  defence)  *  in  quesion  was  msertsd 
not  to  impute  any  improper  motives  to  Commodore  Elljott  in  the  trans* 
Action:  but  from  the  cmnmntance  of  Surgeon  B&doh's  cfeatfa,  while 
under  his  command,  and  the  situation  in  whidi  his  famUy  were  lefi,  I 
considered  as  a  reason  not  only  entitling  me  in  some  degree  to  the  con- 
sido^tions  of  the  Court,  but  that  it  should  also  have  had  great  weie^t 
with  the  prosecutor,  before  bringing  charges  of  so  hsmoHs  a  natufe 
against  me  upon  slight  grounds.' 

*  The  paragraph  alluded  to,  was  inserted  trader  animprassioci  of  my 
owa,  that  such  was  the  feet,'  &c. 

If  the  paragraph— *  I  might  appeal  to  the  facts,  that  I  alone  of  the  three 
sons  of  a  widowed  raotk^,  who  entered  the  Naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  survive  to  maintain  her.  That  one  of  them  holding  the  rank  in 
which  I  now  stand,  fell  honorably  at  his  post  in  battle,  dining  the  last 
war,  and  I  might  point  to  th>6  grave  oflkt  o^ur  in  a  foreign  land,  wko  re- 
ceived ^  death  6/ow,  t^U  executing  an  vrder  riven  by  the  Prosecutor 
under  circumstances^  lehich  it  is  believed  he  wiu  never  forget ;  leaving 
a  widow  and  children,  who  look  to  me  as  ^eir  protector  and  guided 
— was  inserted  not  to  impute  improper  motives  to  me^  why  was  it  in- 
serted at  all,  and  why  did  the  learned  counsel  emphasize  its  latter  part 
in  so  particular  a  manner,  thereby  drawine  every  eye  of  the  numerous 
invited  and  exulting  audience,  in  so  pointea  a  manner  towards  me,  with 
the  family  of  the  deceased  in  the  weeds  of  mourning  b^ore  my  eyes  7 
It  would  nave  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  m  question  had  it 
been  true ;  but  as  it  was  the  reverse,  it  was  doubly  out  of  place  in  your 
defence. 

Had  yon  meant  to  have  had  it  operate  with  me  in  your  faror,  why  did 
you  not  bring  it  to  my  notice  at  the  time,  when  the  charges  were  made 
and  preferred^  Then,  if  the  matter  had  been  true,  it  might  nave  had  such 
weight  as  it  deserved ;  but  to  uiige  that  matter  (through  your  Counsel, 
when  my  hands  were  tied,  and  all  means  of  explanation  and  redress 
withhdd)  in  your  defence  after  trial,  when  it  was  not  tme,  was  alto- 
gether unnecessary  and  improper.  ,         , . 

You  say  also  that  the  charges  were  made  agamst  you  upon  slight 
grounds.  This  position  I  deny  positively  \  they  were  made  upon  strong 
grounds,  and  when  you  advert  to  the  circumstancea  of  the  case,  yon 
must  befutlv  aware  c^the  truth  of  what  I  now  state. 

You  say  that  you  was  under  the  impression,  at  the  timeof  inseition. 
that  the  paragraph  in  your  defence,  charging  me  with  almost  wilfnl 
murder,  was  true. 

When  you  recollect,  Sir,  that  you  was  the  first  officer  who  came  on 
board  of  my  ship,  the  Oyane,  at  Rio,  in  19S6,  from  the  Sloop  of  War 
Booion,  beMing  despatches  to  me  from  the  Government,  which  your 
Commander  had  brought  out,  that  mine  was  the  unpleasant  du^  of 
communicating  to  you  the  melancholy  tnteHigence  of  the  decease  of 
your  brother,  and  of  detailing  all  the  dicnmstances  which  related  lo  itf 
wbsn  you  recolfoct  also,  that  for  5  roondiSt  you  daily  sat  at  ^Att  same 
table  with  ybur  deceased  brother's  mess-mates,  that  any  charge  of  so 
foed  a  vntufs  would  have  been  a  subject  of  general  conversation,  had 
it  had  a  shadow  of  a  foundation ;  I  must  take  leave  entirely  to  dissent 
ftsm  ymi  in  ihs  Mie^  and  cstinot  bnt^ink  that  the  vHiole  paragraph 
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was  mannfustared  for  the  occasion,  either  by  yourself,  or  your  consult- 
inefriends. 

But  as  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  unauthorized  by  me,  has,  ac- 
tuated by  the  kindest  and  noblest  feelings,  drawn  the  communication 
from  you,  in  which  you  declare  that  you  aisbeUeve  the  exceptionable 
paragraph,  and  that  you  did  not  mean  to  impute  to  me  any  improper 
motives,  and  as  '    >, 

*To  err  is  Human,  to  fofigi^e  Divine ' 

I  do,  notwithstanding  your  previous  uncalled  for  imputation,  remove  so 
far  as  I  am  ccncernra,  any  barrier  that  does,  or  may  exist  between  you 
and  your  promotion ;  that  you  may  still  continue  to  be  a  protector  and 
guide  to  the  widow  and  children  of  your  late  brother ;  and  I  will  further 
state,  that  had  your  deportment  in  this  yard  before  your  trial  been  such 
as  it  was  after  it,  I  should  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of  preferring 
charges  against  you,  and  you  the  trouble  of  answering  them. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  file  a  copy  of  this  communication  in  the  Navy 
Department,  and  reap  any  advantage  that  may  arise  from  its  candid 
tenor. 

I  am  Sin  respectfully, 

your  ob*t  servant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
Lt  E.  B.  Babbit, 

U.  S.  Navy,  Washington  D.  C.» 

Upon  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Babbit,  Commodore 
Elliott  was  notified  to  produce  copies  of  several  let- 
ters which  he  had  addressed  to  the  Navy  Department. 
Among  them  was  the  following,  which,  together  with 
a  General  Order,  will  serve  to  show  how  uniformly 
attentive  is  Captain  Elliott  to  the  morals  and  deport- 
ment of  the  men  under  his  command. 

.  N.  Y.  Boston, 

*' November  ISth,  1833. 

Sir— Uron  my  arrival  at  this  Yard,  I  found  that  the  ordinary  of  the 
Yard  were  divided  into  two  classes,  the  first  to  have  liberty  every  other 
Sabbath  after  muster,  and  the  second  to  have  liberty  on  the  interme- 
diate Sabbaths. 

From  this  arrangement,  drunkennessand  desertions  frequently  aro^ 
the  Sabbath  was  spent  in  a  manner  that  was  illy  calculated  to  maks 
the  men  better  seamen,  better  citizens,  or  better  husbands,  and  the 
whole  arrangr^ment  called  loudly  for  a  revision  and  correction.  To 
remedy  this  evil,  which  was  very  great,  I  applied  to  the  Department 
the  Rev.  Jamt  s  Everett  to  fill  the  vacancy  then  existing  in  the  Chap- 
lainship  of  the  Yard ;  my  request  was  granted,  and  he  commenced  his 
labors. 

There  still  existed  another  inconvenience,  and  that  was  the  want  of 
a  suitable  plane  for  public  worship,  that  would  not  interfere  with  any 
of  the  public  duty  of  the  Yard.  My  predecessors  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  having  mu'^ter  and  prayers  attended  in  the  sail-loft,  which  occa- 
sioned a  loss  to  the  public  of  the  time  that  was  taken  to  prepare  the 
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loft  on  Saturday  afternoon  lor  a  chapel  for  the  next  da|r,  and  also  of 
preparing  the  cnapel  on  Monday  morning  for  a  sail-loift  during  the  re^ 
naiader  of  the  week.  Thig,  in  ordinarF  caaaa,  occasioned  a  loss  of  tifne 
and  a  loss  of  labor,  and  when  a  vesael  was  fitting  for  aea,  the  evil 
would  have  been  atill  greater.  Aa  the  half  made  sails  were  to  have 
been  rolled  up  and  put  away;  the  loft  swept  and  benches  brought  in 
and  arranged  every  Saturday  afternoon,  and  afterwards  on  Monday 
morning  the  sails  were  to  be  brought  back  again  and  opened,  the  loft 
freed  from  benches  and  all  other  neK^essary  arrn'--'^'^'^^'^  made  for 
recosuriit'ncing  work;  nnd  iht'lofr  sTself  wlitjn  fiu^  ■:  .1;  '■.:■  '.>*:sx  possi- 
bJti  manneri  was  unfii  to  receive  the  ftmalt;  partuf  thf  cun;;r*:gaUon ;  I 
thercfuire  took  th^  upper  «[ory  of  the  cord  a  pr^  store  which  was  not  watit:-' 
tid  pariJiJuIarEy  fur  any  uihiiT  purpuse^  tind  hud  it  fitted  up  wiib  a  puluit 
afid  slip^:  and  on  th^  fmnt  alipa,  had  the  namea  oi  the  OJiicerB  of  the 
Yard  arid  Recj^iving  Shipj  accorcljiig  10  th^ir  ronki  painteJ. 

1  then  issued  an  order  tor  the  ordinary  of  xh^  Vard^  the  crew  of  the 
Reeeiviiifj  SMi^  and  rtsqufcated  the  manner  in  Kurrison  not  on  apodal 
duty,  to  attend  churoh,  each  Sd.bbaTh,  at  the  rinsing  of  the  Yard  bell. 
This  had  the  defiired  enecL  for  the  time  i  tht;  chaplain  did  his  duTy  faith- 
fully,  and  T  bt^s^nn  to  see  the  beneficial  effects  of  his  labor  in  the  actions 
and  fnnninere  of  the  seamen  Kirnerally. 

Soon,  however^  the  noveliy  wore  away,  the  officers  became  lukewarm, 
and  the  higher  Officers  of  the  Yard  especially  neski^twi  to  at  (end  ser- 
vice) until  at  length  ihc  worthy  chaplain  found  himself  preachitig  10 
bare  walti  aa  it  regards  ufBcerri^ 

I  then  inserted  in  my  general  ref^htiona  for  the  eovernmenl  of  tiie 
Yard,  the  fqilowinp  clause :  officers  presumed  to  be  at  churcbt  will 
not  be  penriitted  to  leave  the  Vard  tin  til  servic^a  are  over. 

This  1  believed  tobe  neceesary,  because  >r*^  the  government  bad  al- 
low^ a  chaplain  to  this  statjott,  whose  duty  it  was  made  by  me  to  pur- 
farm  servicer  in  the  Yard.  Secondly,  because  I  hod  required  the  sea- 
men to  attend,  and  it  waa  00  mo^re  than  fair  to  conclude  that  the  offi- 
4;erH  should  be  the  first  to  set  the  inferiors  an  example:,  fraught  with  90 
ttiui^h  bv^eiit  to  them  here  arid  hereafter* 

Thirdly,  Liecauae  1  considered  the  officers  of  this  Yard  in  the  same 
Upht  aa  officers  at  eca,  and  were  therefore  bound  to  attend  divine  »cr- 
vicf  when  pE^rformed  by  the  person  appointed  by  the  government  for 
that  speeial  purpose  ^  and  fourthly,  because  I  had  previous Jy  instructed 
the  chaplain  not  to  touch  upon  doctrinal  points  at  ail,  but  to  preach  up 
good  mofulss  ^kjc.  Ac.  ^    .      ,        -^  , 

This  eus^nEfiiuon  of  ntim3  liaa,  however,  produced  no  fnit  j  last  Sab- 
bath ilie  i  wo  officers  next  to  me  in  command,  and  some  otherSi  w^reah- 
sunt,  and  when  the  two  first*  being  higher*,  in  auihority,  were  called  upon 
for  iJbeir  reason  a  for  non-attendance,  they  rts  turned  the  letters  tnarked 
Ai&B. 

J  iherefore  deem  it  mv  duty  to  issue  a  general  order  requeslitx^  their 
attendance^  which  I  subiiLit  to  you  for  your  approbation,  beloreisfiuing 
it  to  the  officers. 

I  thhik  their  absence  was  occasioned  by  a  cnmbinatiort^  and  a  wish 
to  brinj<  the  matter  to  the  Depart tnent  fi^f  a  decision  ;  thereby  settiitg 
an  e]iampl€  (o  their  subordinated  to  uMllify  my  regulations.  As  1  am 
oppo^-d  to  nullification  in  every  shape^  manner  and  character^  I  trust 
that  this  case  may  be  disposed  of  at  once;  for  ahhtjugh  the  younger 
officers  on  this  station  have  cimducted  ihemaelvt^Si  viHl,  suil  I  do  not 
know  how  soop  they  mny  follow  the  example  of  the  older  ones  in  thifi 
refq[>ect ;  at  any  rate,  if  you  decide  in  favor  of  it,  it  shall  be  carried  into 
efiect. 

Without  any  previous  consultation  between  the  chaplain  and  myself 
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on  the  subject,  the  sennon  which  he  preached  last  Sabbath  was  so  ap* 
propriate,  that  1  oeukl  not  forbear  asking  him  for  H,  aiid  I  bcrewitk  9m* 
Qlose  it  to  you  (or  your  perutali  which  I  wiah  yoa  afterwards  to  retuni 
to  me  again. 

I  do  not  waive  or  shrink  from  any  responsibiKty  1 1  do  not  wisb  th# 
attendance  of  the  officers  for  the  purpose  of  chani^ng  their  r^igious 
tenets,  but  to  set  good  examples  to  the  men :  and  unless  they  do  give 
their  atteedance^  the  ehapel  must  be  disused*  and  the  seamen  left  t» 
kill  time  in  a  manner  most  agreeable  to  themselves. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  without  harmony  among  the  higher  offloorsof  Ike 
Yard,  public  duty  cannot  be  carried  on  witk  spirit  and  satisfaction,  and 
if  my  two  highest  officers  are  dissatisfied  with  the  correction  of  certain 
abuses  which  have  been  so  long  allowed  as  to  be  thought  matters  of 
right  and  eouiiv.  I  would  suggest  that  they  be  replaced  by  others^ 

If  there  should  be  any  changes,  Lt.  James  Armstrong,  Lt.  J.  Mont- 
gomerv,  or  Lt.  W.  Boerum,  ofllcers  who  have  lately  returned  from  9«% 
and  who  have  served  with  me  in  the  West  Indies,  would  be  entirely  ac- 
ceptable.  I  must  be  supplied  with  prompt  and  wilhng  officers,  and 
above  all,  I  must  be  suroorted  by  the  Navv  DoDartment.  a*  I  have 
been  heretofore,  or  my  eflforts  to  ireiorm  this  Naval  eBtabliahment  wdl 
be  unavailing. 

I  have  the  kooor  to  be,  4&o 

J.  D.  ELUOTT. 

Hon.  Levi  WOODBUBT, 

Sec*y  ofNavy. 
Carefidly  collated  with  the  original  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department, 
and  found  to  be  correctly  copied. 

J.  BOYLE,  CkU/  Clerk. 
18th  October}  1834. 

OENERAL  OBDKB. 

Having  seen  with  regret  that  the  suggestion  contained  in  my  gene- 
ral regoiations  for  the  government  of  this  Navy  Yard^  reapootns 
divine  service,  has  not  been  met  with  promptness  and  spint, 

I  hereb)r  order  all  persons  borne  on  the  books  of  this  station  for 
duty  at  this  place,  with  the  exception  of  the  officers  on  the  watch  duty 
ftod  the  aiclL  to  give  their  attention  at  the  Chapel  each  Sabbath, 
while  the  Chaplain  is  performing  divine  service. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  this  order  ia  not  i^susd  to  produce  % 
change  in  the  religious  tenets  of  any  on^  but  for  the  purpose  of  caus- 
ing the  officers  to  present  a  proper  example  to  the  men  in  this  reepeot 
QiiHn  ai  1h€  Navu  Yard,  Boatwu  November  18^  Vm. 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT,  Commandanl. 
C&rreetif  copied. 

JoHH  9QTUi,  Cki^Clerk 
October  18, 1834. 

Soon  after  the  terminatioii  of  this  conespoadeoce^ 
(Commodore  Elliott  was  appointed  to  the  conunand  ot 
the  Coostitution  Frigale>  with  orders  to  proceed  to 
France,  and  return  to  the  United  States  with  Mr^ 
Livingston,  the  American  nainister  to  the  French 
(Soyemment,  should  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  require  it;  and  if  they  should  not,  to  pro- 
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oeed  to  the  Mediterranean,  upon  a  cruise  of  three 
years.  He  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  2d  day  of 
March,  1835,  and  arrived  at  New- York  a  {ew  days 
afterwards.  Here  the  injury  to  the  bow  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  has  already  been  noticed,  was  re- 
paired, the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  having  made  ar- 
rangements for  that  purpose,  in  pursuance  of  his 
determination  to  send  the  Frigate  away  from  Boston 
precisely  in  the  condition  in  winch  the  Vandalism  of 
the  Baston  "  Whigs  "  had  left  her.  When  the  Frigate 
left  Boston,  the  Figure  Head  was  covered  with  can- 
vas, on  which  was  painted  a  five  striped  flag  ! ! 
This  was  by  no  means  inappropriate,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  very  political  party  which  perpetrated 
this  outrage  upon  a  national  ship,  was  the  same  that 
raised  a  five  striped  flag  in  Massachusetts,  just  before 
the  last  war,  as  an  emblem  of  the  separation  of  New 
England  from  the  Union.  Scarcely  had  Commodore 
Elliott  left  the  harbor  of  Boston,  when,  as  if  the  spirit 
of  unmanly  outrage  were  never  to  be  satisfied,  a  new 
attack  was  made  upon  his  fame,  and  if  possible  cha- ' 
racterized'by  deeper  baseness  than  any  of  the  preced- 
ing. As  has  already  been  shown.  Commodore  Elliott 
communicated  to  the  Navy  Department  an  exact  ac- 
count of  all  that  transpired  in  the  Navy  Yard,  relating 
to  the  Figure  Head,  it  being  the  duty  of  all  com- 
mandants to  apprise  the  Department  of  whatever 
important  occurrences  transpire  within  their  respect- 
ive commands.  As  the  time  of  the  commandant  of 
such  a  dock  yard  as  that  of  Charlestown  is  necessa* 
rily  much  occupied,  most  of  his  correspondence  must 
be  written  by  a  clerk,  and  one  or  more  clerks  are 
employed  at  all  the  naval  stations.  Commodore 
Elliott  writes  with  great  rapidity,  in  a  hand  very  dif- 
ficult to  be  read  by  those  unaccustomed  to  it,  and  in 
writing  his  letters  to  public  officers,  uses  many  abbre- 
viations, leaving  the  clerk  to  copy  the  letter  in  a  fair 
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handy  and  to  write  out  every  word  fully  and  duh 
tinctly.  His  style,  as  will  appear  from  the  jMrecedinff 
cori'espondence,  is  plain,  direct  and  manly,  and 
highly  indicatiye  of  his  character.  He  belongs  to 
the  same  class  of  writers  with  Washingru^,  making 
no  {Nretendons  to  literary  graces,  but  aiming  merely 
to  1:^  understood,  and  to  express  his  ideas  with  bretrity 
and  precision.  Some  months  previous  to  his  sailing 
in  the  Constitution,  an  individual  of  Charlestown, 
who  had  been  employed  in  the  Commandant's  office^ 
had  been  convicted  of  fraudulent  practices,  and  was 
dismissed  from  the  pubUc  service.  Immediately  after 
the  Commodore  had  sailed  for  Europe,  this  indivb- 
dual  entered  the  Commandant's  office,  and  by  the 
aid  of  a  relative  employed  there,  and  who  seems  to 
have  been  without  suspicion  of  his  object,  got  posses^ 
sion  of  the  file  of  original  letters,  and  macb  from  it 
an  exact  and  Uteral  copy  of  the  sketch  or  original 
minutes  of  the  letter  which  the  Conmiodore  had 
written  to  the  Navy  Department,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  outrage  upon  the  Constitution.  This 
sketch,  containing  many  abbreviations,  and  writt^ 
in  a  very  indistinct  hand,  wats  immediately  published 
in  the  principal  "Whig"  paper  in  Boston,  and  the 
acknowledged  organ  of  the  "Whig"  party.  The 
publication  was  manifestly  with  a  design  to  misre- 
present and  defame,  and  to  hold  up  Commodore 
Elliott  to  public  contempt  and  ridicule ;  for  the  lett^ 
was  publicdied  in  the  same  abbreviated  manner  in 
which  it  was  written,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  i»ib- 
lisher  was  doubtful  about  the  words  or  letters  used, 
he  substituted,  as  if  in  very  wantoimess  of  malios, 
those  which  moeit  direcdy  tended  to  render  the  cmn- 
position  absurd.  The  publication  was  accompanied 
with  editorial  remarks,  holding  up  Commodore  Elliott 
to  public  contempt  and  ridicule,  denouncing  him  as 
igiKmmt  of  the  most  cotmnon  literary  acquirements, 
31 
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and  invoking  shame  upon  the  country  for  having  in 
the  important  station  of  a  Captain  of  the  Navy,  an  in- 
dividual so  shamefully  ilUterate. 

It  is  difficult  for  an  honorable  mind  to  restrain  its 
indignation  upon  hearing  of  this  transaction,so  frau^t 
with  disingenuousness,  with  cool,  deliberate,  studied 
malice.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  every  re- 
spectable "Whiff"  in  Boston  would  pronounce  it 
shameful,  and  that  every  other  "Whig"  editor  in 
Boston  would  have  reproved  the  organ  of  their  party 
for  this  unmanly  assault,  and  have  cleared  itself  from 
the  imputation  of  tacitly  approving  a  resort  to  such 
poisoned  weapons.  But  no  such  rebuke  was  given! 
On  the  following  day,  Captain  Budd,  the  temporary 
commandant  oi  the  Navy  Yard,  caused  to  be  pub- 
lished in  one  of  the  Democratic  papers  of  Boston,  a 
statement  of  the  clandestine  and  furtive  manner  in 
which  this  rough  draft  or  abbreviated  sketch  of  a 
letter  had  been  copied  from  the  files  of  the  office,  sup- 
ported by  certificates  from  officers  of  the  yard. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  1835,  the  Constitution  sailed 
firom  New  York  for  Prance,  and  arrived  at  Havre  on 
the  16th  of  April ;  thus  proving,  by  a  passage  of 
24  days,  that  in  the  thorough  repairing  which  she 
had  undergone,  her  capacity  for  sailing  had  not  been 
diminished.  Commodore  ElUott  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  Paris  with  his  despatches  ;  but  what  tran- 
spired there,  belonging  to  the  diplomatic,  and  not  the 
naval  history  of  the  country,  and  having  already 
been  laid  before  the  public,  will  not  be  mentioned  in 
these  pages.  The  public  are  already  apprized  that 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  the  popular  branch  of  the 
French  Legislature,  in  passing  the  American  Indem- 
nification Bill,  inserted  a  clause  which  required  from 
the  American  Government,  before  the  sum  stipulated 
in  the  bill  could  be  paid,  an  explanation  of  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  our 
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lelations  with  France,  in  his  Message  to  Congress  on 
the  1st  of  December,  1834.  Upon  this  point,  Mr. 
Livingston  addressed  a  note  to  the  French  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  which,  as  an  assertion  of  the  rights 
of  nations,  has  been  rarely  equalled,  and  probably 
never  exceeded,  in  the  history  of  diplomacy.  As  an 
exposition  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  American 
nation  claims  to  be  independent  of  foreign  interfe- 
rence in  the  internal  operations  of  its  government, 
this  document  is  remarkably  luminous,  forcible  and 
dignified ;  and  justice  to  the  distinguished  statesman 
and  no  less  distinguished  jurist  who  wrote  it,  requires 
that  it  should  be  offered  to  the  reader.* 

The  state  of  our  relations  with  France  requiring 
the  return  of  Mr.  Livingston,  Commodore  EUiott  left 
France  early  in  May,  and  sailed  for  Plymouth,  Eng- 
land, preparatory  to  sailing  for  the  United  States. 
On  arriving  off  Plymouth,  he  dispatched  a  messen- 
ger to  Admiral  Hargood,  in  command  of  a  British 
ship  of  the  line,  proposing  a  salute,  on  condition  of 
its  being  returned  with  an  equal  number  of  guns. 
This  was  promptly  acceeded  to  by  the  British  Adnu- 
ral,  and  salutes  were  exchanged.  Upon  entering 
the  harbor,  he  proposed  a  salute  upon  the  same  terms 
to  Admiral  Sir  Willoughby  Cotton,  commandant  of 
the  Dock  Yards  at  Plymouth.  This  was  likewise 
acceded  to,  and  a  salute  of  21  guns  was  fired  by  the 
Constitution,  and  returned  by  an  equal  number. 
This  incident,  though  trifling  in  itself,  has  probably 
terminated  forever,  an  embarrassing  cUflBrculty  to  our 
naval  oflicers.  This  subject  of  salutes  has  often 
caused  unpleasant  feelings,  the  British  officers  r^s- 
in^  to  return  an  equal  number  of  guns,  excepting  to 
officers  of  their  own  rank.  This  could  rarely  be 
done  upon  the  meeting  of  large  ships,  our  navy  hav- 
ing no  higher  rank  than  that  of  Captain.  It  is  need- 
*  Appendix  L 
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less  to  say  that  no  salute  wotild  hare  been  fired  by 
Oaptain  Elliott,  excepting  on  equal  terms.  Though 
this  subject,  at  first  view,  may  seem  of  Uttle  national 
importance,  yet,  being  a  custom  among  civilized  na- 
tions, it  ou^U,  perhaj^  to  be  followed  by  the  United 
States,  wherever  it  can  be  done  upon  terms  perfectly 
consistent  with  their  dignity,  AU  courtesies  and 
civilities  amon^  military  men  are  us^l  in  softening 
the  asperities  oftheir  profession.  They  diminish  that 
personal  rancor,  that  individual  ferocity,  which  cha- 
racterized anci^it  warfare,,  and  which  is  still  a  revolt- 
mg  feature  in  the  wars  of  unciviUzed  nations.  They 
lead  to  acquaintances  and  friendships  in  time  of  peace, 
which  do  not  interfere  witfi  national  fidelity  in  time 
of  war.  In  the  institution  of  chiv^ry  is  to  be  found 
tibe  origin  of  that  sentiment  which  has  mitigated,  in 
some  degree,  the  scourge  of  nati<ms,  that  privcUe 
friendship  is  perfectly  consistent  with  public  enmity; 
and  though  this  institution  no  longer  exists,  yet  it  is 
to  be  ho]^  that  its  humane  and  generous  spirit,  tho 
true  spirit  of  Christianity,  yet  finds  favor  among  civi- 
lized nations.  As  salutes  and  other  exchanges  of  cour- 
tesy among  military  men  lead  to  friendly  intercourse, 
it  is  the  policy,  and  even  the  duty  of  civilized  na- 
tions, to  encourage  th^n. 

Commodiwre  Biliott  sailed  from  Plymouth  on  the 
16th  of  May,  1835,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the 
22d  of  June  following.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  Mr. 
Livingston,  as  a  delicate  token  of  gratitude  for  the 
kind  attentions  which  he  and  his  fannly  had  received 
firom  Commodore  Elliott  on  their  voyage  home,  pre* 
sented  him  with  a  beautifiil  gold  brn,  within  which 
was  engraved  the  following  letter* 

Nmb  Yerk^June  95lt  1S3S. 

Dear  Sib.— Men  whose  nunds  are  properly  disposed,  seldom  remem-* 

ber  the  ffooa  ofBots  which  they  take  so  much  pleasure  in  performing. 

To  counteract  as  far  as  possible,  this  propensity,  in  which  you  might 

be  apt  to  indulge,  I  pray  you  to  accept  a  trifling  memento,  which  may 
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recall  to  foar  recollection  the  kind  attentions  which  I  and  my  tusatf 
received  nrom  you  on  board  of  the  Constitution,  under  your  commano. 
With  it,  Sir,  I  prav  vou  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  nighest  esteem, 
and  of  the  sense  I  shall  always  entertain  of  your  unceasmg  endeavors 
to  render  our  passage  agreeable. 

Your  friend,  and  obedient  servant,  ^ 
EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 
Com.  Jxssk  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  Frigate  Constitution. 

To  this  letter,  Commodore  Elliott  replied  in  the 
following  terms. 

U.  8.  Frigate  CoruHhUum^ 
June  37.  1836. 

Deab  Sir,— Permit  me  to  acknowledge  your  very  flattering  note, 
accompanying  the  beautiful  gold  box,  my  acceptance  of  which  yoja 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  request.  Unmerited  and  unexpected  as  it 
is,  it  will  be  cherished  in  my  familv  as  an  heir  loom,  to  be  preserved  to 
the  latest  posterity ;  and  as  happily  connecting  a  memorable  event  in 
our  national  history,  with  the  recollection  of  a  statesman,  whose 
fame  rests  not  on  opinion^  but  in  the  records  of  the  jurisprudence, 
the  legislation  and  the  diplomacy  of  our  country;  and  above  all, 
in  his  demonstration  of  attachment  to  the  ConetitutUm,  Deeply* 
sensible  of  the  responsible  and  peculiar  service  to  which  I  had 
been  called  by  the  venerated  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  and 
having  been  a  witness  to  the  delicacy  of  your  situation  at  the  Court 
of  France,  in  the  present  crisis,  mv  feelings  were  keenly  sensitive  to 
the  execution  of  tne  trust.  I  shall  esteem  myself  more  than  fortu- 
nate if,  in  the  discharse  of  my  duty,  I  have  rendered  myself  worthy 
of  the  compliment  which  you  have  thus  bestowed  upon  me.  Be 
pleased  to  present  my  affectionate  regard  to  your  amiable  lady  and 
daughter,  whose  fortitude  looked  above  the  privations  incident  to  a  pro- 
tracted and  boisterous  passage  across  the  Atlantic,  and  whose  pre- 
sence did  not  interfere  with  the  personal  convenience  of  the  com- 
mander, nor  with  the  exact  discipline  of  a  ship  of  war. 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  Edwabd  Livingston. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  at  New  York,  Commodore 
Elliott  was  informed  of  the  unmanly  proceedinsf  of 
the  leading  "  Whig"  paper  in  Boston,  in  publishing  a 
caricature  of  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  thri  Navy. 
He  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Dow,  schoolmaster  of 
the  Constitution,  and  Mr.  Charles  H.  Locke,  an  edi- 
tor of  a  newspaper  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  of  highly 
respectable  literary  attainments,  requesting  to  state 
their  recollections  about  the  affair  of  the  Figure  Head. 
The  answer  of  Mr.  Locke  is  highly  important,  as  it 
proves  what  has  already  been  mentioned,  a  project  to 
31* 
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prevent  by  force^  the  departure  of  the  Con^itatkm 
from  Boston  with  the  Figure  Head  upon  her  bows 
It  shows  that  this  project  was  not  confined  to  the 
worthless,  the  idle  and  disorderly  materials  which, 
in  great  cities,  are  always  ready  for  mischief;  but 
was  conceived  and  arranged  among  men  who  had 
character  to  lose,  heads  of  families,  public  officers, 
the  elite  of  Boston.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Dow  proves 
what  has  already  been  said  of  the  attempts,  by  some 
highly  respectable  merchants,  to  purchase  of  the  ar- 
tist who  carved  the  figure  head,  permission  to  steal 
it  Here  is  a  subject  that  is  earnestly  commended  to 
the  sober  reflection  of  the  Democratic  party  through- 
out the  Union.  Boston  Federalism,  instigated  by  po- 
litical animosity  against  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  oflfers  large  bribes  for  subornation  of  theft; 
and  when  disappointed  in  this,  conceives  the  mad, 
the  riotous,  if  not  the  treasonable  project  o(  firing 
upon  a  national  ship  ! !  Well  may  every  Democrat 
exclaim  that  this  is  an  ebullition  of  the  same  spirit 
which  raised  the  Jive  striped  fiag^  wliich  gave  intel- 
ligence and  supplies  to  hostile  British  cruisers,  which 
burnt  blue  lights  at  New  London,  which  strove  to 
prevent  soldiers  frcan  enlisting,  which  openly  wished 
that  they  might  perish  in  battle,  which  proposed  a 
seizure  of  the  public  revenue,  which  conspired  to  in- 
volve the  nation  in  bankruptcy,  which  declared  that 
it  was  immoral  and  irreligious  to  rejoice  in  our  vic- 
tories, and  which,  when  the  nation  was  invaded,  de- 
vised the  Hartford  Convention-, 


U.S.  Frigate  C9nHitMtu»,^Nei§^Y»rk. 
June  22,  183$. 
Sir,— I  duly  received  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  re- 
qucstinR  me  to  maLe  you  a  wiittsn  statement  of  such  facts  as  may  be 
Within  ray  recoUectioo,  relating  to  a  visit  made  you  in,  January  last,  by 
Laban  S.  Beecher,  of  Boston,  the  Artist  who  carved  the  ornaments  (or 
fhohead  a&d  stern,  of  the  l^.  S.  Frigate  Constitution : 
Mso  to  state  \iihat  fB^ts  I  may  be  possessed  o^  relation  to  the  truth. 
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of  ft  cNMioMBieation  made  in  the  Boston  Adas  oS  the  I4th  Bfaich  hat, 
Wk  which  a  tetter,  ssidi  to  hare  been  written  by  jNiurseftf  t  >  the  H<w. 
8e<^fetary  of  the  Navjr,  under  date  of  January  32cL  1835,  is  pubMahed ; 
snd  which  is  certified  as  a  true  copy  from  the  recoros  of  the  Navy  Yard, 
Boston,  by  Samuel  Etheridge,  late  clerk  of  that  esuhhshaiieBi ;  and 
further  to  state  such  other  fkcts  as  eam^  within  my^koowkd^  as  yoor 
confidential  clerk,  toueluiq;  the  whole  matter. 

You  will  readibr  perceive^  Sir.  that  to  answer  yoor  letter  folly,  I  am 
fiirced  to  lake  a  wide  rangCv  and  shall  therefore  commence  as  far  back 
as  Februnry,  1834.  Havmgr  seen,  by  the  Journals  of  the  City  andtlie 
Iseliti^s  of  a  few,  that  the  ornaraem  selected  for  the  bow  of  the  Gonr 
atitonon  was  not  so  acceptable  as  you  expected  it  would  have  been,  from 
the  distinffuished  booors  paid  to  tne  President,  durin^g  his  eastern  tour 
in  1833,  by  the  people  of  Boston  opposed  to  him  in  pohtics,  youreauested 
ne,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1834,  to  call  upon  Mr.  Beecher,  and  direct 
him  to  suspend  all  further  work  upon  the  head,  uatil  vou  had  beard 
from  the  Department,  saying  at  the  same  time,  that  there  had  been 
quite  too  much  excitement  and  noise  about  it. 

I  ealled  upon  Mr.  Beecher,  and  delivered  your  message.  A  short 
time  afterwards,  while  I  was  with  you,  the  porter  of  the  Yard  brought 
a  nute  bearing  the  Boston  Post  Mark,  which  he  had  found  in  the  Navy 
Yard  box  at  ihe  Post  Office;  it  stated  that  the  writer  had  made  yoa 
abandon  the  head  of  Oen.  Jackson  for  a  bow  ornament  (or  the  Con- 
stitution, and  threatened  that  if  you  did  not  take  the  name  of  Jackson 
from  the  Dry  Dock,  you  should  not  live  48  hours,  signed  ^  Many  North 
Enders,"  and  dated  **  North  End,  24th."  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  note, 
yoo  directed  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Beecher,  and  direct  him  to  proceed  upon 
the  head.  I  did  so,  and  the  work  was  re-commenced  accordingly.  On 
the  24th  of  that  month,  while  I  was  oi>ening  the  morning  letters  in 
your  office,  and  receiving  the  necessary  information  preparatory  to  an*- 
■w^ng  them,  Mr.  Laban  S.  Beecher,  of  Boston,  was  annouoeed}  you  (&- 
rected  the  messenger  to  admit  him,  and  he  immediatelv  entered,  holding 
in  his  hand  what  1  afterwards  perceived  to  be  an  innammatory  hand^ 
bill,  headed  ^'  Bo$tonians  Awake  P*  which  he  handed  to  you.  He  then 
stated  that  the  people  of  Boston  were  very  much  excited  at  the  idea  of 
the  Head  of  the  Preskient's  being  placed  at  the  bows  of  the  Constitu«- 
tion.  and  asked  you  if  you  would  attach  any  blame  to  him,  or  take  any 
\mt  steps,  if  the  head  should  be  stolen  from  his  shop  during  the  ni^t. 
He  said  he  was  satisfied  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  steal  iu  if  it 
was  not  removed;  as  two  State  street  merchants  and  one  East  India 
merchant,  of  the  highest  respectability,  had  odRered  him  from  3  to  600 
dollars  each  for  it;  (he  also  stated  to  me  afterwards  that  he  had  seen  a 
list  <^  18  or  20  names  of  merchants,  who  would  contribute  the  sum  of 
20,000  dollars,  before  the  Constitution  should  be  disgraced  with  the  figure 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.)  You  replied  that  the  head<  was 
under  his  charge,  that  you  should  hold  him  responablo  for  its  safety, 
and  that  if  threats  had  been  made  against  it,  he  was  in  duty  bound  to 
complain  to  the  Mavor  of  Boston,  and  ask  his  protection ;  thatif  hedkl 
not  do  it.  you  should  feel  bound  to  do  it  yoursei£.  Mr.  Beecher  then 
took  his  departure,  promisiog;  as  i  understood,  that  he  would  complain 
to  the  Mayor. 

Upon  receiving  a  communicatbn  from  the  conumsaionsrs,  granting? 
}K>u  permission  to  place  the  bead  o£  Gleneral  Jackson  upoa  the  Gonatir 
tKtkm  or  a  74,  as  you  deemed  best,  but  to  leave  off  the  heads  of  the 
three  naval  commanders  from  the  stern,  provided  the  work  had  not 
been  commenced,  you  directed  me  to  call  upon  Mr.  Beecher,  and  ask 
him  how  far  the  stem  ornaments  were  advanced,  and  also  what  he  had 
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done  in  relation  to  the  threats  and  bribes  alladed  to  in  the  morning.  I 
did  so,  and  found  Mr.  Beecher  in  his  garret,  which  could  only  be  ap* 
proacned  by  a  private  signal  He  was  at  work  upon  the  head  and  stem 
ornaments.  He  had  roughed  out  the  former  as  far  as  the  shoulders, 
and  stated  that  he  had  not  been  to  see  the  Mayor,  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  head  safe  in  his  shop,  &c.  &€.  I  then  returned  and  made  my 
report  to  you,  when  you  directed  me  to  go  immediately  to  him,  and  di- 


of  seamen  and  orainary  seamen  of  the  Yard,  proceeded  in  the  launch 
to  the  foot  of  Market  street,  received  the  head,  and  carried  it  to  the 
Yard  in  safety.  It  was  then  placed  in  the  Engine  house,  and  finished 
by  Mr.  Beecher  at  his  leisure. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1834,  the  head  wae  diacovpTed  to  have  been  mutila- 
ted by  some  person  or  persons  unknown.  After  the  fact  had  been  re- 
ported to  you,  you  directed  me  to  call  upon  Mr.  Beecher^  and  ^f^Uf^i}L  faim 
to  come  to  vour  office  immediately;  he  did  &o^  and  you  demanded  the 
names  of  those  persons  who  had  offered  faim  bribes ;  he  he^itaied  a. 
moment,  and  then  replied,  that  he  could  not  aivc  r hem  up  without  be- 
trayink  confidence.  He  then  asked  you  how  he  ought  to  act ;  you  ire- 
plied  that  he  must  act  for  himself;  he  then  said  he  would  pve  them  up 
when  legally  called  upon,  and  took  his  lenv^.  1  law  nathmg  further  of 
Mr  Beecher,  if  1  recollect  aright,  until  the  afternoon  oftbe  22d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1835,  whtsn,  upon  returningfrom  Boston,  J  met  tiim  at  the  end  of  the 
Warren  Bridge,  on  his  return  from  ChBrleatown  ;  he  stopped  and  im- 
mediately commenced  a  conversation  about  the.  heiid.  He  said  that  he 
had  been  to  see  you  about  it,  that  he  was  sorrv  that  it  could  not  be 
chaug^.  I  replied  that  it  would  not  be  chaoK^a,  t!mt  the  Ship  would 
leave  Boston  with  it  mutilated,  and  proceed  to  New-York,  where  it 
would  be  repaired.  He  said  he  was  soir^,  for  he  wa$j  aatiafisd  that  the 
Ship  would  be  stopped  at  the  Narrow:^,  if  she  attempted  to  pass  with 
one  vestige  of  the  head  upon  her  bows. 

I  then  left  him,  and  upon  reaching  the  Yard,  was  directed  by  you, 
(before  I  had  mentioned  the  fact  that  I  had  seen  Mr.  Beecher,)  to  write 
an  ^^ojfficial  and  canfidenHal"  letter  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  stating  certam  facts,  such  as  the  visit  of  Mr.  Beecher.  the  gra- 
tuitous ofier  of  Captain  Benjamin  Rich  and  others,  to  repair  the  head  by 
-substituting  that  of  an]r  other  individual  excepting  the  President's,  your 
refusal  of  the  same,  their  threats,  your  contempt  of  the  same,  the  state  of 
the  Ship,  the  time  when  she  would  be  probably  ready  for  sea,  and  your 
determmation  to  see  her  outside  of  the  Narrows,  should  you  deem  it 
necessary.  This  letter  was  written,  and  written  also  in  busmess  style, 
but  was  never  intended  to  be  published  in  a  newspaper. 

Shortly  afterwards  I  met  Mr.  Charles  H.  Locke,  who  informed  me 
that  he  visited  Mr.  Beecher  in  company  with  Capt.  Bei^amin  Rich,  and 
I  am  pretty  positive  that  he  mentioned  the  fact  of  Capt  Rich's  oflfering 
to  replace  the  head  by  that  of  any  other  individual  at  his  own  expense. 
Mr.  Locke  is  now  in  Lowell  or  Boston,  and  will  undoubtedly  furnish 
you  with  such  fiicts  as  he  may  be  possessed  o^  should  you  see  fit  to 
call  upon  him. 

Who  Laban  G.  Beecher  is,  I  know  not;  but  if  Laban  S.  Beecher,  of 
Boston,  Carver,  authorKEed  the  insertion  of  the  following  paragraph  in 
the  Boston  Atlas  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  he  authoriied  the  msertion 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  untrue. 


LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT.  369 

*'  Laban  O.  Beecher,  the  artist  who  executed  the  figure  head  for  the 
Constitution,  has  requested  us  to  state  that  he  never  had  any  conversa- 
tion with  Commodore  Elliott  in  regard  to  Captain  Benjamm  Rich,  or 
of  the  nature  of  that  attributed  to  hun  in  the  letter  published  in  the  At- 
las of  Saturday." 

I  am,  Sir,  very  resp'y. 

Your  mo.  ob't  Servant. 
Com.  Jessb  D.  Eluott  Com^R  U.  S.  Frigate  Constitution, 
Present. 

**LoweU,  Mass.  July  14, 183B. 
Com.  J.  D.  Elliott, 

Sir,— In  consequence  of  temporary  absence,  yours  of  the  23d  ult. 
did  not  come  to  hand  till  this  morning,  and  I  hasten  to  answer  it  with- 
out delay. 

The  conversation  alluded  to  in  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  reported  by  me  to  you^  was  between  Captain  John  Rich, 
a  nephew  of  Captain  Benjamin  Rich,  and  myself  and  Mr.  Laban  S. 
Beechei.  Having  nothing  to  ref^'esh  my  memory  in  relation  to  any 
point  in  dispute,  I  can  only  answer  by  stating  generally  the  tenor  <n 
the  conversation,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recall  it. 

Capt.  John  Rich  said  many  things  in  relation  to  the  figure  head  and 
yourself,  and  his  observations  were  marked  with  much  severity.  Mr. 
Beccher  and  myself  (it  was  the  sole  object  of  my  visit)  labored  to  con- 
vince him  that  your  action,  throughout  the  whole  matter,  should  meet 
the  approbation  of  every  honest,  intelligent  man.  In  the  course  of  the 
dispute,  Capt.  Rich  said  that  he  would  guarantee  that  some  merchants 
of  Boston  would  pay  the  expense  of  any  other  figure  head  than  a  like- 
ness of  General  Jackson,  it  Commodore  Elliott  would  have  it  placed 
upon  the  Constitution.  I  said  that  the  mattei-  was  beyond  the  control 
of  Commodore  Elliott,  and  that  he  had  only  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Navy  Department.  Mr.  Beecher  then  said,  and  authorized  me  to  say 
the  same  to  ycu,  that  he  would  make  any  other  figure  head  without 
charge  to  the  Government,  if  you  would  consent  to  receive  it  I  re- 
plied again  that  I  was  confident  it  was  not  at  your  option,  but  T  would 
report  nis  ofier  at  the  first  opportunity.  No  opportunity  occurred  un- 
til after  he  had  seen  you  himself. 

Capt.  Rich  further  remarked,  that  he  was  well  assured  that  the* 
Constitution  would  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  sea  with  the  figure  of 
General  Jackson  at  her  bows,  either  repaired  or  in  the  then  mutilated 
state.  This  also  I  reported  to  you.  I  do  not  at  this  moment  recol- 
lect any  thing  else  pertaining  to  the  subject  If  any  thing  has  escaped 
my  memory,  the  article  in  the  Atlas  would  call  it  to  mind. 

About  the  same  time,  I  had  a  conversation  with  Col.  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  which  I 
also  repeated  to  you  at  the  same  time  with  the  foregoing,  as  1  felt  in 
duty  bound.  The  substance  of  it  was  this :  Col.  Amory  said  that  he 
knew  that  a  combination  was  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  Constitution  from  going  to  sea  as  she  then  was^  with  the  mutilated 
figure,  and  that  a  party  of  men  would  take  possession  of  the  battery  at 
the  Narrows,  for  the  purpose  of  blowing  it  ofi*.  lliis  remark  was 
openly  made  in  the  bar  room  of  the  Exchange  Cofiee  House ;  and  as 
a  citizen  of  the  country,  and  a  friend  to  yourself,  I  could  not  do  other- 
wise than  make  you  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  such  things  were 
said. 

Whether  this  will  be  a  sufficient  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  cannot 
teU,  without  papers  to  which  I  have  no  access  at  present    So  far  as 
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the  Captain  Rich  converaation  is  conceraed,  the  mistake  probahly 
arose  from  my  speaking  of  *  Captain  Rich.'  without  the  deagnation 
of  the  christian  name,  you  thinking  onlv  of  '  Captain  Rich,'  the  well 
known  merchant.  'The  conversauon  between  Captain  John  Rich 
and  myself  was  long  and  earnest  Captain  John  Rich,  as  I  knew 
his  uncle  Ben  to  be.  waa  very  inveterate  against  you  and  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  must  do  Mr.  Beecher  the  justice  to  say  that  he  fully  ap- 
proved of  your  doings  and  feelings,  so  far  as  he  kn6w  them,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject. 
You  well  know,  Sir,  that  I  have  been  and  am  politically  opposed  to 
^the  present  Administration,  and  I  was  opposed  to  placing  the  figure  of 
General  Jatkson  upon  a  ship  whose  very  name  I  love.  But  I  cannot  be 
induced  to  do  wrong  or  think  wrong  wilfully ;  and  I  am  happy  to  de- 
clare that  whatever  I  might  have  felt  and  written  in  the  early  part  of 
the  aflfair,  I  was  entirely  satisfied  by  your  explanations  tod  those  of 
officers  under  your  command,  that  your  motives  were  pure,  and  your 
actions  reasonable,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  I  further  be- 
hove, because  I  respect  this  community,  that  in  a  short  time,  the  ex- 
citement having  passed,  they  will  be  convinced  bv  a  candid  statement 
of  facts,  and  that  your  reputation  will  be  as  popular  and  as  highly  en- 
viable in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  it  certainly  was  before  the  occur- 
rences alluded  to,  which  I  think  you  will  allow  me  to  call  at  least  un- 
fortunate. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  answer  any  further  inquiries  which  you  may  see 
fit  to  moke, 

And  am,  most  respectfully, 

your  obedient  servant 

CHS.  H.  LOCKE. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Remaikf  upon  the  treatment  of  Captain  EDiott. 

Such  is  the  treatment  which  Captain  Elliott  re- 
ceived from  the  "  Whig"  party  of  Boston,  while  he 
was  commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard.  Had  his  own 
conduct  furnished  the  slightest  apolc^  for  these 
manifold  outrages?  Had  he,  in  any  instance,  done 
aught  inconsistent  with  the  duties  and  proprieties  of 
his  station?  Had  he  ever  interfered  in  ttie  poUtics of 
the  day  m  a  manner  unbecoming  his  office,  or  evinced 
towards  any  citizen  any  deficiency  of  courtesy  or 
kindness?  No!  Why  then  were  these  vials  of 
wrath  discharged  upon  his  head  ?  The  reasons  have 
already  been  assigned. 

First :  He  is  a  republican  of  the  Jeffersonian  school, 
and  to  <'  Federalists  of  the  Boston  stamp,"  a  Jefferso- 
nian  republican  is  always  an  object  of  special,  of  ran- 
corous hatred. 

Second :  Without  bein^  a  partizan,  he  is  friendly 
to  the  present  national  administration;  and  this,  to 
the  old  Federal,  now  "  WTiig"  party  of  Boston,  is  suf- 
ficient cause  for  unrelenting  hatred  and  untiring  per- 
secution. 

Third:  The  National  Republican  or  "  Whig"  party 
of  Boston,  ever  watching  for  subjects  of  complaint^ 
deemed  the  figure  head  of  tlie  Constitution  fngate.it 
fertile  subject,  and  used  it  accordingly;  and  as  they 
ccmsider  poisoned  weapons  lawfiil  in  politics^  the 
character  of  Commodore  ElHott  was  to  m  tbtndered 
without  §tint,  if  the  slander  could  arail  them  in  cast- 
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ing  odium  upon  the  National  Administration.  But 
in  what  light  do  these  proceedings  exhibit  the  domi- 
nant party  of  Boston  ?  The  press  filled  with  abusive 
and  slanderous  paragraphs!  The  walls  of  public 
buildings  pasted  with  anonymous  calls  to  violence! 
Anonymous  letters  filled  with  scurrilous  Ubels  and 
threats  of  assassination!  Respectable  and  wealtliy 
merchants  ofS^ring  bribes  to  couunit  a  felony!  Citi- 
zens of  acknowledged  influence  and  respectabiUty 
publicly  expressing  their  wishes  that  a  national  ship 
might  not  he  permitted  to  put  to  sea,  without  lawless 
mutilation !  A  felony  actually  perpetrated  under  cir- 
cumstances particularly  outrageous !  The  press  ex- 
ulting over  the  felony,  and  the  most  respectable  citi- 
seiR  exchanging  congratulations  upon  it !  A  larj^ 
number  of  the  elite  of  Boston  holding  a  convivial 
meeting  over  the  fragment  of  a  t^atue,  feloniously 
taken  mnn  a  national  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  offering 
indignities  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation! 
Hundreds  of  the  personal  friends  and  daily  associates 
of  the  member  of  Congress  from  Boston,  after  ex- 
changing congratulations  with  him  upon  his  election, 
marcming  in  mob-like  array  to  a  depot  of  the  national 
marine,  for  tiie  purpose  of  publicly  insulting  its  ccmi- 
mandant ! 

It  is  no  longer  wonderftd  that  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, a  convent  is  burned  by  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple assembled  in  a  mob,  and  defenseless  women  and 
children  driven  at  midnight  from  their  becb,  and  left 
to  seek  shelter  and  protection,  God  knows  where !  by 
the  hght  of  their  flaming  dwelhng!  It  is  no  lon^r 
wonderful  that  when  a  verdict  of  acquittal  of  one  in- 
dicted for  the  abomination  is  brought  into  Court,  the 
Temple  of  Justice  is  profkned  ana  desecrated  by  tiie 
approving  shouts,  the  exulting  yells,  of  the  assembled 
Ime  anamtescle  and  character  of  the  land!  It  is 
ad^tted  that  those  who  assemUed  in  Bacchanalkii 


UFB  OF  COM.   ELLIOTT.  373 

fxrgjes  over  the  mutilaled  image  o(  the  Nadonal  Exe- 
cutive, w^re  the  first  to  denounce  and  the  most  active 
to  prosecute  the  destroyers  of  the  convent  But  tf 
those  who  condemn  one  outrage,  instigate  and  ap- 
prove another,  their  praise  or  censure  must  be  go- 
verned by  the  object  and  not  the  principle.  The  ag^^ 
ricultural  population  of  Middlesex  countv  perpetrate 
and  approve  one  outrage,  the  commercial  population 
of  Suffolk  county  another ;  both  outrages  marked  by 
the  same  ruffian  and  cowardly  features.  Each  con- 
^mns  in  his  neighbor  what  he  approves  in  him- 
self! It  shows  that  one  spirit,  one  mind  pervades 
them!  The  great,  the  good,  the  philosophic,  the  phi- 
lanthrophic  Spurzheim,  during  his  vi»t  to  Boston,  de- 
clared that  a  prominent  phrenological  indicatiim 
among  the  Americans,  so  &r  as  he  had  seen  them, 
was  a  iDant  of  veneration^  a  want  of  habitual  respect 
for  whatever  is  useful,  and  a  disposition  to  put  it  at 
hazard  to  gain  any  temporary  end.  He  cautioned 
them  against  this  reckless  spirit  of  which  he  saw  nu- 
merous manifestations ;  saying  Aat  unless  carefoUy 
restrained,  it  would  one  day  show  itself  in  terribte 
convulsions.  Little  did  the  amiable  sage  dream  that 
his  prophecy  was  so  near  fulfilment,  and  by  such  re- 
volting, such  degrading  deeds!  Europe  contains  many 
such  enlightened  philanthropists,  who  are  looking  to 
our  country  as  the  pioneer  of  self-government,  whose 
hearts  are  bound  up  in  the  success  of  our  experiment, 
conscious  that  if  it  &i],  the  lamp  of  liberty  must  go 
out,  the  hope  of  the  world  must  expire,  and  all  that 
will  remain  will  be  to  make  despotism  tolerable. 
Sorrowfully  must  they  behold,  deeply  must  they  la- 
ment these  dark  and  gloomy  indications.  God  grant 
they-  may  not  see  the  lamp  which  we  have  lighted, 
and  which  yet  burns  brightly,  replaced  by  the  deso- 
lating torches  of  anarchy,  to  be  quenched  in  their 
tttm  oy  the  dark,  still  waters  of  de^tism! 
32 
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The  public  are  often  cautioned,  and  by  none  more 
than  the  dominant  party  of  Boston,  against  military 
despotism;  against  modem  Caesars  and  Crom wells 
in  the  person  of  Andrew  Jackson.  That  we  may 
not  be  very  remote  from  a  miUtary  despotism,  is  pos- 
sible ;  and  that  a  government  strongly  armed  with 
military  power  may  be  a  choice  of  evils,  is  no  absurd 
supposition.  But  if  ever  such  deplorable  change  is 
wrought  in  our  institutions,  it  will  be  by  the  sober, 
peacenil  portion  of  the  community,  seeking  security 
from  the  desolating  rule  of  mobs!  If  ever  a  military 
despotism  should  come,  you,  gentlemen  of  Boston, 
FederaUsts,  National  Republicans.  "Whigs,"  or  by 
whatever  name  you  call  yourselves,  will  incur  no 
small  share  of  the  guilt  of  bringing  it  along ;  for  if  it 
come,  it  will  originate  in  the  mob-like,  rufaan,  incen- 
diary contempt  of  law  and  decency  of  which  you 
have  set  more  than  one  flagrant  example. 

In  reviewing  the  facts  detailed  in  the  foregoing  pa- 
ges, the  reader  will  ask  himself  how  is  it  possible  that 
a  coward  should  have  risen  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  official  rank  in  the  navy,  from  the  station  of 
Midshipman  to  that  of  Commodore,  should  have  been 
frequently  selected  for  services  requiring  more  than 
common  resolution,  and  should  often  have  been  the 
-object  of  complimentary  notice  from  the  government 
of  the  nation  and  that  of  his  own  state?  Were  these 
frequent  promotions  and  repeated  honors  the  work  of 
one  administration,  to  which  he  had  rendered  him^ 
self  acceptable  by  continually  paying  court,  or  had 
he  been  aided  in  each  ascent  by  powerful  friends,  the 
secret  might  be  explained.  He  has  been  more  than 
once  charged  with  sycophancy  to  President  Jackson. 
But  the  rcSuler  will  remember  that  he  was  appointed 
a  Midshipman  under  Mr.  Jefferson,  a  Lieutenant  be- 
fi)re  the  war  and  a  Master  Commandant  during  the 
war,  by  Mr.  Madison^  and  a  Captain  after  the  war  by 
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Mr.  Monroe.  Under  Greneral  Jackson,  he  has  receiy- 
ed  and  can  receive  no  promotion;  for  his  rank  and 
emoluments  are  already  as  high  as  the  laws  admit, 
and  public  sentiment  is  probably  still  opposed  to  crea- 
ting higher  ranks,  and  an  increase  of  emolument 
must  depend  upon  Congress  and  not  the  President 
Of  his  present  rank  and  emoluments  he  cannot  be  de- 
prived without  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  and  of 
this  the  probabilities  are  not  very  great.  He  has 
therefore  nothing  to  gain  by  sycophancy.  He  has 
indeed  received  from  President  Jackson  a  mark  of 
confidence  in  "  his  characteristic  bravery  and  judg- 
ment,'' the  command  of  the  naval  force  sent  to 
Charleston  in  the  winter  of  1833,  to  maintain  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  then  threatened  with  forcible  re- 
sistance. But  this  was  a  thankless  service,  which  he 
would  have  gladly  declined.  How  well  he  performed 
it  will  appear  from  a  complimentary  letter  which  he 
receivedf  from  the  President.  During  this  long  peri- 
od of  his  services  and  promotion,  the  country  has 
passed  through  a  war  which  roused  it  to  a  High  sense 
of  military  honor;  a  war  in  which  its  gallant  little 
navy  covered  it  with  never  fading  glory,  a  war  in 
which  heroes  started  up  in  every  armal  vessel,  a  war 
which  called  forth  its  Hulls  and  Bainbridges  and 
Decaturs  and  Lawrences  and  Joneses  and  Perrys  and 
Blakeleys  and  Burrowses  and  Stewarts  and  Porters 
and  Morrises  and  Waringtons  and  MacDonoughs  and 
Biddies  and  Chaunceys  and  Rodgerses  and  a  host  of 
others;  a  war  which  convinced  the  world  that  Ameri^ 
can  valor  and  skill  were  more  than  a  match  for  the 
reputed  mistress  of  the  ocean.  In  such  a  state  of 
public  opinion,  amid  such  a  succession  of  spirit-stir- 
ring triumphs,  could  the  coward  have  risen  in  equal 
steps  with  the  hero?  Could  he  who  ran  away  from 
the  enemy  have  been  allowed  to  take  his  {dace  of 
iipnor  beside  those  who  had  met  and  beaten  him? 
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Promotion  and  pnblic  honors  have  not  been  granted 
to  cowards !  Has  Captain  Elliott's  elevation  ^n  the 
work  of  powerful  friends?  Who  are  they?  None 
can  be  found  whose  influence  was  strong  enough  to 
have  procured  for  a  coward,  or  for  one  of  indifferent 
qualincations,  a  sword  and  a  ^Id  medal  from  Con- 
gress, and  the  highest  commission  in  the  navy.  How- 
ever he  may  stand  in  relation  to  friends,  it  is  certain 
that  he  has  enemies  who  have  more  than  once  at- 
tempted to  impede  his  progress  and  destroy  his  cha- 
racter; and  instead  of  ascribing  his  elevation  to  the 
former,  the  public  could  say  with  more  propriety,  thai 
it  has  been  obtained  in  spite  of  the  latter.  The  fact 
that  he  is  the  only  Captain  in  the  navy  who  has  re- 
ceived from  Congress  both  a  gold  medal  and  a  sword, 
renders  the  case  still  more  remarkable. 

In  considering  the  different  modes  in  which  Cap- 
tain Elliott  has  been  treated  in  South  Carolina  and 
Massachusetts,  the  reader  cannot  have  failed  to  no- 
tice  the  contrast  between  Northern  and  Southern  cus- 
toms. This  leads  to  the  general  remark,  that  a  spirit 
of  honor  in  political  warfere  is  less  prevalent  in 
Massachusetts,  than  in  any  State  of  the  Union.  Bos- 
ton is  Massachusetts;  for  the  state  is  prostrate,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  by  a  system  of  corporations,  consisting 
of  Boston  capital  and  wielded  by  Boston  mind.  Bos- 
ton has  long  been  governed  by  a  narrow-minded  and 
tyrannical  aristocmcy,  the  old  Federal  psurty;  that 
party  so  persecuting  in  spirit,  so  rancorous  in  its  ha- 
treds in  the  days  of  the  elder  Adams  and  the  black 
cockade;  so  libellous,  so  slanderous  in  the  days  of 
Mr.  Jefferson;  so  Actions  if  not  treasonable  in  the 
dsLys  of  Mr.  Madison ;  so  adulatory  in  the  days  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  so  changeling  in  its  names  and  policy 
at  the  present  day.  Amassing  great  wealth  in  the 
wars  ot  the  French  Revolution,  it  usied  that  wealth 
for  the  acquisition  and  retention  of  power,  and  as 
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means  to  this  end,  it  established  a  sj^tem  of  comtp* 
tion  and  terror,  of  bribery  and  menace,  of  flattery  and 
detraction,  which  has  enabled  it  to  ingulf  and  turn 
to  its  purposes  nearly  all  the  talent  of  the  State. 
The  same  party  is  still  alive;  for  whatever  Protean 
shape  it  may  assume,  by  whatever  name  it  may 
call  itself,  whether  Federal,  National  Republican  or 
"Whig,"  whatever  may  be  its  changeling  policy, 
whether  it  may  pronounce  a  protecting  tariff  uncon- 
stitutional, or  the  only  means  of  saving  the  country^ 
whether  it  may  devise  the  Hartford  Convention  or 
approve  the  President's  proclamation,  whether  it  may 
denounce  nullification  as  a  "damnable  heresy,"  or 
commend  it  as  the  only  true  constitutional  doctrine, 
it  is  the  Old  Federal  party  still,  united  and  organized 
as  in  the  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  in  Massachusetts 
at  least,  more  powerful  than  ever.  To  this  party  all 
means  are  alike,  for  its  political  ethics,  like  those  im- 
puted to  the  Jesuits,  contain  but  two  principles,  fide- 
lity to  the  party,  and  the  promotion  of  its  interests. 
Hence  their  propensity  to  defame  those  whom  they 
cannot  purchase  or  intimidate,  to  poison  secr^ly. 
those  whom  they  cannot  conquer  in  open,  honoraUe 
combat.  Hence  their  foul  libels  upon  Mr.  Jefferson, 
now  repeated  in  new  shapes;  hence  their  atrocious 
slemders  of  Grovemor  Eustis;  hence  the  vile  false- 
hoods that  issue  by  thousands  from  the  Boston  Fede- 
ral mint,  whenever  an  election  is  pending;  hencd 
their  dastardly  attack  upon  ConunodoreBlliott.  Hence 
in  no  part  of  the  Union  so  much  as  in  Boston,  is  mis- 
chief encouraged  to  work  her  fell  purposes  by  sly 
hint,  by  dark  innuendo,  by  lurking  sneer,  by  cautious, 
thievii^  detraction,  and  especially  by  that  miscreant 
weapon,  anonynoous  letters!  The  author  of  these 
pages  respects  as  much  as  any  one  can,  and  more 
than  many  do,  who,  for  purpo^  of  their  own,  are 
continually  parading  their  professions  of  respect,  the 
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many  laudable  points  of  character  in  the  sons  of  New 
Encfiand.  He  acknowledges  and  respects  their  un* 
shrmking  courage  on  the  little  field  or  the  mountain 
ware,  their  daring  enterprise,  their  untiring  perseve- 
ranee,  their  insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge.  But  in 
lio  spirit  of  taunt,  with  no  other  wish  than  to  rouse 
that  attention  to  &.ults  that  may  lead  to  their  refor- 
mation, he  feels  compelled  to  say  that  these  high  qua- 
lities are  tarnished  by  envy,  disin^nuousness  and 
cunning;  are  not  heightened  and  polished  by  an  open, 
generous  frankness,  an  elevated  magnanimity.  ^The 
chivalry  of  the  South,"  oftentimes  unreasonably,  nay, 
ridiculously  vaunted,  is  still  no  delusion.  However 
little  disposed  the  sons  of  New  England  may  be  to 
yield  to  the  groundless  pretensions  to  superior  genius, 
superior  talent,  superior  courage,  often  arrogantly  set 
up  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac,  they  must  adr 
mit  that  a  lofty  sense  of  honor,  a  omtempt  of  low  ex- 
pedients, a  proud  scorning  of  advantages  unworthily 
gained,  are  bright  spots  m  the  Southern  character, 
as  exhibited  in  its  political  action.  How  much 
brighter  would  that  of  New  England  be,  if  the  same 
gems  adorned  it!  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  gems 
may  be  worn  more  frequently  for  nothing  would 
more  become  a  brave,  an  enterprising,  a  persevering ; 
an  enlightened  people  !  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with 
the  aspiration  after  improvement  so  characteristic  of 
the  Eastern  States,  riches  like  these  may  no  long^ 
be  under-valued ! 

It  will  probably  be  said  by  the  political  hirelings 
who  have  sought  to  defame  Captain  Elliott,  and  by 
the  anon3rmous  promoters  of  evil  designs  who  have 
instigated  and  paid  them,  that  in  repelling  their  as- 
saults, the  grave  of  Perry  has  been  violated  and  war 
has  been  waged  with  the  dead.  This  is  no  new  de- 
vice of  the  slanderer.  To  cite  the  dead  as  witnesses 
a^inst  the  living,,  and  then  to  protest  against  viola- 
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ting  of  the  grave  if  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  be 
impeached,  has  been  ofien  done  before,  and  would 
accord  with  all  the  other  proceedings  of  the  Federal 
or  <<  Whig"  politicians  of  Massachusetts  against  Cap- 
tain Elliott.  But  this  expedient  needs  only  to  be  ex- 
posed in  its  true  character,  to  insure  for  it  the  con- 
demnation of  all  honorable  minds.  The  dead  should 
never  be  disturbed  without  necessity.  The  memory 
of  their  virtues  should  be  preserved  and  cherished ; 
but  the  evil  which  they  have  done  should  be  con- 
signed to  obUvion,  unless  the  recollection  of  it  can 
serve  the  purpose  of  example.  For  honest  purposes 
only  should  tlie  threshold  of  the  tomb  be  passed.  Of 
what  crime  then  is  he  guilty,  who  disturte  the  repose 
of  the  dead  for  the  purpose  of  defaming  the  living? 
Who  violates  the  sanctity  of  the  tomb  m  pursuit  of 
mischief,  and  brings  its  secrets  to  light  to  be  scattered 
as  firebrands  among  the  habitations  of  his  neighbors? 
If  the  dead  be  thus  sacrilegiously  dragged  again  to 
earth,  the  mouth  of  the  accused  is  not  to  be  stopped 
because  they  are  dead.  If  introduced  as  witnesses, 
they  are  to  be  treated  as  witnesses  according^  to  the 
established  rules  of  evidence.  Justice  would  cease 
to  be  even  handed,  if  one  party  were  allowed  to  se- 
lect his  witnesses,  and  to  forbid  their  cross-examina- 
tion by  the  other.  To  protest,  therefore,  against  ri- 
gidly scrutinizing  a  witness  because  he  is  dead,  comes 
with  an  ill  mce  from  the  very  party  who  has  inva- 
ded his  tonu)  to  procure  his  testimony,  and  for  the 
unhallowed  purpose  of  defaming  the  living.  When 
thus  introduced,  the  witness  can  claim  no  protection 
a^nst  any  examination  that  may  elicit  truth,  and  if 
his  memory  suffer  in  the  process,  be  the  guilt  on  the 
heads  of  those  who  produced  him !  Commodore 
Elliott  did  not  attempt  to  tear  up  the  laurek  that 
shade  the  tomb  of  the  gallant  Perry.  He  asssdled 
nobodjff  living  ox  deaa     Defamatory  accusations 
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were  preferred  against  him,  to  promote  the  desigtm 
of  a  malignant  and  unrelenting  political  party,  and 
the  grave  of  a  departed  hero  was  ransacked  for  evi« 
dence.  What  did  the  accusers  produce?  Docu^ 
ments  under  the  hand  of  the  departed  thus  sacrile^ 
^ously  made  a  witness,  charging  the  accused  with 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  How  did  he  meet 
the  testimony  1  By  documents  of  an  earlier  date, 
under  the  hand  of  the  same  witness,  telling  a  diffe- 
rent tale,  and  corroborated  by  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation. 
What  must  be  the  result  in  the  minds  of  impartial 
triors?  They  will  say  that  the  witness  contradict- 
ed himself;  that  he  suffered  evil  passions  to  blind 
his  judgment,  confound  his  recollections,  and  smother 
his  better  feelings ;  and  that  his  accusing  testimony 
is  valueless.  If  his  memory  suffer,  be  the  sin  upon 
the  heads  of  those  who,  to  promote  the  purposes  of 
fiiction,  called  him  from  his  repose  to  blast  the  well 
earned  laurels  of  the  illustrious  living. 

The  reader  has  now  had  a  fiiithful  history  of  the 
brilliant  exploits  performed,  of  the  public  services 
rendered,  and  of  the  extraordinary  trials  endured  by 
Captain  Elliott.  That  such  a  man  should  have  been 
forgotten  by  any  portion  of  his  fellow-citizens ;  that 
he  who,  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  had  so  often 
braved  death  amid  storms  and  tempests  and  disease, 
and  the  thunders  of  hostile  navies,  who,  in  carrying 
<<the  star  spangled  banner^  in  triumph  round  the 
world,  had  wagsd  war  with  the  elements  as  well  as 
the  foreign  foe,  should  have  been  permitted  to  drop 
firom  their  memories  as  a  being  of  no  value,  afford^ 
painful  evidence  of  the  fiiciUty  with  which  nations 
may  bec6me  ungratefal.  But  that  such  a  man  should 
be  de&med,  that  his  merits  should  be  denied,  that  the 
slanderer  should  assail  his  reputation,  that  the  cow- 
aid's  brand  should  be  set  upon  him,  that  the  traitor's 
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ignominy  should  be  his  reward,  afford  melancholy 
proo&  that  no  extremities  of  wickedness  are  too  great 
for  the  spirit  of  faction.  As  exhibited  in  these  assaults 
upon  Captain  Elliott,  the  wickedness  of  party  spirit 
in  Boston  is  astounding.  It  is  high  time  K)r  the 
honest  portion  of  the  community  to  open  tiieir  eyes 
to  this  mischief,  and  to  measure  and  contemplate  its 
consequences.  "Where  is  this  to  end?"  should  be 
the  anxious  inquiry  of  every  one  who  thinks  that  the 
honor  of  our  country  is  worth  preserving,  and  the 
characters  of  its  servants  worth  defending.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  one  of  our  institutions,  civil  or  miU- 
tary,  to  be  &ithfully  and  efficientiy  administered,  un- 
less by  talent)  probity  and  honor.  And  will  those 
possessinj^  these  qualities  consent  to  serve  their  coun- 
try, if  their  reward  is  to  be  the  oblation  of  their  cha- 
racter to  the  WOOD  DEMON,  the  saugerjda*  faction  ? 
No  !  They  will  retire  from  a  field  which  promises 
nought  but  a  harvest  of  thorns.  Amid  such  flights 
of  poisoned  arrows,  each  coming  from  some  new  di- 
rection, and  aimed  at  some  new  object,  no  one  can 
promise  himself  impunity.  Let  no  one  then  deceive 
himself  with  *the  delusive  hope  that  the  demon  of 
fitetion  will  be  satisfied  with  the  blood  of  others,  and 
leave  his  own  untasted.  The  shaft  is  aimed  at  El- 
liott to-day !  What  guarantee  is  there  that  it  will 
not  reach  tfie  throat  olHull,  or  Stewart,  or  Chauncey, 
or  Morris,  to-morrow?  A  fiend  that  thirsts  continu- 
ally for  blood,  will  not  stop  to  inquire  from  what 
hearts  it  flows  !  To  our  navy  particularly,  an  insti- 
tution of  which  the  vital  principle  is  honor,  this  sys- 
tern,  this  business  of  slander  is  fraught  with  destruc- 
tion. Let  this  system  be  pursued,  let  it  be  applied 
wherever  it  may  suit  the  everchanging  policy  of  Bos- 
ton Federalism,  and  what  will  become  of  that  institu- 
tion which  is  both  a  rampart  of  national  defense  and  a 
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monument  of  national  honor  ?  Knaves  and  cowards 
can  tell,  for  they  only  will  consent  to  wear  its  ensigns ! 
That  disputes  should  occur  among  the  officers  of 
our  navy,  is  not  extraordinary.  Men  rendered  jea- 
lous of  honor  by  their  profession,  and  contending  for 
preferment  in  a  field  too  limited  to  meet  the  deserts 
of  all,  will  sometimes  be  engaged  in  angry  contro- 
versies. But  there  is  a  tribunal,  the  public  whose 
servants  they  are,  to  which  they  can  appeal  with 
some  hope  of  a  deliberate  and  righteous  decision; 
and  after  they  have  stated  their  several  cases,  it  is 
the  duty  of  that  public  to  decide  impartially,  and  then 
to  consign  the  controversy  to  oblivion.  But  thai 
such  controversies  should  be  revived  long  afterwards, 
by  those  who  had  no  personal  interest  at  stake,  whose 
only  object  was  to  promote  the  designs  of  faction,  and 
who  sought  to  promote  such  designs  by  immolating 
one  of  the  parties  upon  the  altar  of  calumny,  must 
excite  in  well  regulated  minds  a  feeling  aj^roaching 
astonishment.  Low  indeed  must  be  the  moral  stan- 
dard, vague  and  indefinite  all  ideas  of  honor,  where 
such  deSs  are  encouraged  and  applauded.  A  con- 
troversy had  arisen  between  Perry  and  Elliott,  mark- 
ed by  a  spirit  of  peculiar  bitterness  on  one  side,  and 
of  deep  resentment  on  the  other.  They  had  told 
their  stories,  their  fellow  citizens  had  decided 
between  them,  the  grass  of  the  tomb  had  waved 
over  the  one,  and  the  other  was  usefully  and  honor- 
ably employed  in  the  service  of  his  country.  The 
one  was  remembered  and  lamented  as  a  departed, 
the  other  honored  as  a  living  hero  and  patriot ;  and 
if  the  story  of  their  differences  was  remembered  at  all, 
it  was  as  a  summer  cloud  which  may  obscure  for  a 
moment,  but  cannot  extinguish  the  glories  of  the 
noonday  sim.  Suddenly  the  controversy  is  revived ! 
The  dominimt  political  party  of  Massachusetts,  ever 
vigilant,  ever  active  either  in  open  assault  or  secret 
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miniiig,  ever  regardless  of  means  and  wreckless  of 
consequences,  seeks  some  new  expedient  to  paralize 
the  arm  ot  the  National  Government,  and  to  drive 
the  National  Executive  from  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  The  sacrifice  of  a  valiant  officer 
upon  the  altar  of  calumny  is  an  expedient  at  hand, 
and  the  knife  is  sharpened  with  alacrity.  If  such  is 
to  be  a  naval  hero's  recompense  for  3^rs  of  toil,  and 
for  the  daily  and  hourly  venture  of  his  life,  and  such 
it  may  be  whenever  necessary  to  the  views  of  the 
dominant  politicians  of  Massachusetts,  who  with  a 
soul  at  all  imbued  with  honorable  sentiments,  will 
submit  to  wear  the  ensigns  of  the  American  navy? 

There  is  a  feature  in  this  tiansaction  too  promi- 
nent to  be  overlooked.  It  starts  out  in  bold  relief  a 
hideous  deformity.  There  are  relations  which  re- 
nned  and  elevated  minds  deem  too  sacred  to  be  sport- 
*sd  with,  too  delicate  to  be  trampled  upon.  With  such 
minds,  public  servants  may,  for  righteous  purposes 
and  by  honorable  means,  be  subjected  to  the  most 
rigid  scrutiny,  and  tried  by  the  severest  moral  stan- 
dard. But  never,  by  them,  is  the  sanctuary  of  the 
dwelling  invaded,  and  the  dishonor  of  its  head  pro- 
claimed to  its  inmates  in  tones  of  unmanly  insult. 
Commodore  Elliott  is  a  husband,  and  the  father  of  a 
numerous  and  interesting  family  of  females.  His 
house  was  deluged  with  ANONYMOUS  LETTERS 
(rf'de&matory  import,  with  scurrilous  handbills,  with 
the  ebullitions  of  a  cowardly  and  profligate*  press  ! 
Yes  !  The  fireside  of  a  brave  and  honorable  public 
servant  was  invaded  by  the  foul  panders  to  fiiction, 
screaming  in  the  ears  of  the  matron  and  her  daugh- 
ters, that  her  husband  was  a  coward,  that  their  Ei- 
ther was  a  traitor  !  Let  any  one  fitteid  to  appreciate 
the  sanctities  which  invest  the  head  of  a  fiimily,  ima- 
gine the  husband  and  &ther  assailed  in  the  very  pre- 
sence of  those  to  whom  his  &ir  feme  is  as  his  life| 
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and  then  ask  himself  if  any  degree  of  moral  indigna* 
tion  exceeds  the  deserts  of  the  perpetrators? 

The  characters  of  pubUc  servants  are  public  jnro* 
perty.  The  correctness  of  this  principle  in  free  and 
MsponsiUe  governments,  admits  of  no  question .  But 
wli^t  is  the  correct  interpretation  of  this  {nrinciple  ? 
Properly  understood,  the  princiide  authorizes  the  se- 
verest, the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing a  just  responsibility  over  public  servants.  It 
authorizes  no  calumny,  no  detraction,  no  needless  re- 
proach. The  characters  o{  pubUc  servants  are  pub- 
lic property,  not  for  the  lawless  and  the  base  to  de- 
vice and  destroy,  but  for  the  wise  and  the  good  io 
preserve  for  lawful  uses.  The  Constitution  frigate 
is  public  property,  not  as  an  offering  to  the  torc£  of 
the  incendiary,  but  as  an  instrument  of  national  de- 
fence. 

Such  bein^  the  proceedings  of  the  dominant  poli- 
tical party  of  Massachusetts  towards  Captain  Elliott, 
and  such  being  the  motives  which  induced  them,  a 
solemn  duty  devolves  upon  the  citizeis  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  for  them  to  say  whether  such  a  man, 
who  has  devoted  more  than  thirty  years  of  toil  and 
danger  to  the  service  <^  his  country,  shall  be  ca^ 
down  and  dishonored  by  calumniators,  to  promote 
the  ends  of  friction.  It  is  for  them  to  say  whether  a 
political  party  which  numbers  moral  treason  among 
its  sins,  shall  be  permitted  to  tear  in  pieces  the  cha- 
racter of  a  gallant  officer,  who  was  shedding  his 
blood  in  coimmtting  the  enemies  of  his  country,  at 
the  very  time  when  this  same  party  were  adhering 
to  these  eiemies,  '<  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.'^ 

It  is  believed  that  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Uiis 
Union  are  not  yet  prepared  for  such  a  sacrifice  ;  not 
yet  prepared  to  yieUi  the  reputation  of  a  brave  and 
patriotic  commander  to  the  Moloch  of  Massachusetts' 
Federalism.    It  is  believed  that  they  will  rise  up  in 
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the  mi^t  of  indignant  and  insulted  virtue,  and  not 
only  vindicate  themselves  from  the  imputation  of 
national  ingratitude,  but  rescue  the  fiune  of  Elliotti 
and  visit  the  faction  who  have  assailed  it,  with  their 
deep  and  lasting  indignation. 
38 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


OoBchiiiop.    Hie  duties  of  the  Democntie  ptrty. 

The  reader  has  now  been  informed  of  the  treatr 
pient  which  a  meritorious  public  servant  has  received 
^m  an  old,  active,  persevering  and  powerful  politi- 
cal party;  the  same  party  which  poured  such  torrents 
of  slander  upcm  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  devised  such 
various  contrivances  for  embarrassing  his  adminis- 
tration, and  which  so  openly  and  effectually  aided  the 
enemies  of  the  country  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain.  Upon  a  careful  view  of  these  fects,  a  solemn 
duty  devolves  upon  the  Democratic  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Since  the  first  election  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, the  destinies  of  this  great  country  have  been  con- 
fided to  the  Democratic  party.*  'With  what  success 
the  principles  of  this  party  have  been  carried  into 
operation,  to  what  grand,  what  magnificent  results  it 
has  conducted  a  great  experiment  of  popular  gov- 
ernment, are  now  matters  of  history.  That  the  ex- 
periment has  succeeded,  that  the  result  has  become  as 
polar  star  to  all  seekers  after  liberty  in  other  climes, 
IS  what  all  have  ceased  to  doubt,  and  many  have 
learned  to  fear.'  Kings  "  believe  and  tremble,"  vas- 
sals perceive  and  hope.  Crowns  totter  upon  the 
heads  of  the  one,  shackles  grow  weaker  upon  the 
limbs  of  the  other.  But  let  no  fiiend  of  these  great 
principles  lay  to  his  soul  the  flattering  unction  that 
all  is  accomplished,  that  nought  remams  to  be  done. 
Let  him  recollect  the  years  o?  toil  and  struggle  that 
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have  been  spent  la  accotcoplishiiig  so  nuich,  and  then 
]«eflect  that  years  of  toil  and  struggle  are  yet  to  be 
iq)ent  in  {ureserving  what  has  been  achieyeo.  Eter- 
nal vigilance  is  the  vital  principle  of  liberty.  It  is 
like  the  weight  rolled  slowly  and  painfully  up  the 
steep,  and  which  must  there  be  lield  with  unrelaxed 
sinews,  or  down  it  rolls  a^ain,  leaving  desolation  to 
mark  its  rapid  flight  Durmg  the  perira  of  thirty-five 
years  in  which  the  Democratic  party  have  guided 
the  destinies  o£  our  country,  they  have  had  an  ene- 
my in  the  field,  intelligent,  numerous  and  disciplined, 
ever  watchfiil  of  events,  ever  ready  to  profit  by  cir- 
cumstances, sometimes  sounding  the  trumpet  of  open 
combat,  at  others  singing  siren  notes  of  peace,  ever 
ready  to  draw  the  sword  when  flushed  with  hope  of 
victory,  ever  ready  to  let  fly  the  shaft  when  their  de- 
lusive tones  of  amity  had  lulled  their  opponents  into 
fiilse  security.  Richmond  is  yet  in  the  field!  This 
party,  whose  secret  organization  has  never  been  re- 
linquished, who  were  always  ready  at  roll-call,  prompt 
in  obedience  to  orders,  are  now  marshalled  for  battle, 
under  the  very  flag  that  waved  at  Hartford  in  1814, 
and  conducted  by  a  leader  of  consummate  skill  and 
unquestioned  fidelity  to  his  cause. 

Of  this  party,  Massachusetts  is  the  strong  hold,  the 
very  fastness,  and  Boston  the  head  quarters.  Its 
present  organization,  its  existing  arrangements,  the 
very  name  now  inscribed  upon  its  ensigns,  and  which 
it  stole  from  a  party  whose  principles' were  the  anti- 
podes of  its  own,  are  all  the  work  of  the  choice  spirits 
of  Boston,  With  the  principles  of  Tories^  it  has  as- 
sumed the  name  of  Whigs;  and  the  very  object  of  its 
present  array  a^inst  the  existing  National  Adminis- 
tration, is,  like  that  of  the  Conservative  Tories  of  En- 
gland, to  hold  fast  upon  monopolies  and  exclusive 
privileges,  and  to  impart  new  force  to  the  engines  by 
which  the  few  may  direct  the  many.    This  party  has 


388  LIFE  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

its  ramifications  in  other  states,  and  even  includes  in 
its  ranks  some  of  those  who,  in  former  times,  deemed 
opposition  to  it  a  political  duty,  and  even  now  imagine 
that  its  success  will  be  the  triumph  of  Democratic 
principles.  But  let  all  such  seriously  ask  themselves 
when  did  Democratic  principles  flourish  under  tlie 
guidance  and  tutelage  of  Massachusetts  Federalism? 
As  well  mi^ht  toleration  have  flourished  under  the 
protection  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition.  The  success 
of  the  present  "  Whig"  party  will  be  the  triumph'  of 
"Federalism  of  the  l^ston  stamp,"  and  how  far 
Democratic  principles  may  be  promoted  by  this,  the 
history  of  the  past  will  show.  Whether  this  party 
will  succeed  in  the  contest  now  pending,  is  a  question 
yet  doubtful.  The  party  is  powerful  in  numbers,  re- 
sources and  discipline;  its  officers  are  skilful,  its 
troops  obedient  and  &,ithful.  Its  expedients  will  be 
any  that  give  promise  or  hope  of  success ;  and  the 
foregoing  history  of  Captain  Elliott  will  prove  that  if 
the  expedient  of  calumny  will  accompUsh  any  thing, 
it  will  be  used  without  stint. 

This  party  has  entered  the  field  with  a  iPresidential 
nomination  of  very  imposing  character.  Its  candi- 
date is  one  who,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  has  played 
a  prominent  part  in  the  political  history  of  his  coun- 
try, and  whose  giant  abilities  have  been  to  all  politi- 
cal sects  a  theme  of  just  admiration.  There  are  those 
who  believe  that  should  he  be  elected,  the  natioir 
would  be  Messed  with  a  wise  and  efficient  adminis- 
tration, distinguished  for  liberality  and  expansion  of 
views.  Delusive  hope !  Should  the  character  of  such 
administration  depend  upon  its  ostensible  head,  these 
speculations  would  doubtless  be  realized.  He  is  in- 
deed a  being  whom  nature  intended  for  greatness ; 
who,  if  left  to  follow  the  promptings  of  his  own  pow- 
erfiil  and  expansive  mind,  if  left  to  work  out,  un- 
checked, the  conceptions  of  an  intellect  formed  for 
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ffeviited  thoughts^  for  lofiy  aspirations,  would  haine 
swajred  the  hearts  and  convinced  the  judg;nients  of 
his  countrymen ;  would  have  found  the  warmest  place 
in  their  affections,  the  highest  in  their  admiration^ 
But  alas!  this  intellectual  Colossus,  intended  by  na- 
ture to  march  with  giant  strides  to  the  loftiest  place 
in  the  confid^ice  of  his  countrymen,  has  been  cramp- 
ed and  checked  in  all  his  movements  by  the  toils  of 
humUer  spirits;  has  attained  no  loftier  height  than 
that  of  a  leader  of  a  faction, 

'^  And  to  party  g^ve  up  what  was  meant  tor  luanMttcL'' 

He  is  spell-bound  by  the  habits,  feelings  and  intereste 
of  a  local  party.  Boston  Federalism,  like  a  boa  con- 
strictor, has  lon^  held  him  in  its  awful  gripe,  and  will 
not  relax  its  io\&  while  he  has  power  to  struggle.  He 
is  a  moral  Laocoon,  held  fast  bisyond  the  power  of  ex- 
trication ;  and  when  he  finds  that  in  striving  to  be  free, 
he  but  exhausts  his  powers  in  unavailing  efforts^  he 
will  yield  to  the  dire  necessity.  He  would  be  merely 
the  nominal  head  of  his  own  administration.  Boston 
Federalism  would  be  its  vital  principle,  its  animating 
spirit,  and  ''  Federalists  of  the  Boston  stamp"  would 
be  its  guides  and  directors.  With  talents  of  the  high- 
est or<&r,  he  is  deficient  in  that  important,  that  essen- 
tial requisite  of  a  statesman,  moral  courage.  His 
timidity  is  not  of  that  species  which  restrains  him 
from  expressing  decided  opinions  upon  important  po- 
litical questions.  He  is  not  a  disciple  of  what  is 
called  the  "no»  committal^^  school.  Pc^iticians  of 
this  sect,  if  not  bold  enough  to  lead,  are  generally  too 
firm  to  be  led;  and  when  induced  to  express  decided 
ojHuions,  they  are  generally  the  last  to  abandon  thenii 
and  the  most  active  and  persevering  in  carrjring  them 
into  operation.  The  Federal  candidate's  timidity  is 
of  a  more  dangerous  description,  and  that  which  in- 
dicates much  more  &cility  of  character.  He  expresses 
33* 
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decided  opinions  upon  all  subjects;  he  is  "  every  thing 
by  turns  and  nothing  long.''  He  is  continually  taking 
decided  ground,  and  continually  changing  it,  because 
he  is  not  bold  enough  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of 
his  own  powerful  intellect,  but  submits  to  the  dicta- 
tion of  others.  No  breezes  are  more  fitful  than  the 
political  breezes  of  Boston,  for  they  change  with  the 
pecuniary  investments  and  speculations  of  its  trading 
politicians.  As  they  change,  so  must  the  distin- 
guished individual  who  is  now  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Should  he  disobey  them,  they  would  cast 
him  off;  and  if  repudiated  by  them,  with  what  party 
now  existing  or  that  has  existed  since  he  came  upon 
the  political  stage,  could  he  intrench  himself?  When- 
ever then  he  takes  a  decided  course,  instead  of  its 
being  a  proof  of  his  political  boldness  and  independ- 
ence, it  merely  shows  that  he  is  an  organ  to  proclaim 
the  opinions  of  others. 

For  proofe  of  this,  let  him  be  traced  through  all  his 
devious  course.  He  entered  upon  the  political  sta^ 
in  New  Hampshire,  an  active,  steady,  uncompromis- 
ing opponent  of  Democratic  principles  and  measures. 
CSled  by  the  Federal  party  of  that  State,  to  whom 
his  early  efforts  gave  promise  of  becoming  a  cham- 
pion in  their  cause,  to  a  seat  in  the  national  House 
of  Representatives,  he  tasked  to  the  utmost  his  gigan- 
tic powers  in  opposing  the  war,  and  all  measures  for 
prosecuting  it  to  a  successful  termination;  and  par- 
tictilariy  did  he  oppose  the  creation  of  the  present 
National  Bank.  Removing  to  Massachusetts  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  entered  with  the  zeal  and  activity 
of  a  thorough  partizan,  into  all  the  views  and  projects 
of  its  Federal  aristocracy.  Elected  to  the  Conven- 
tion for  revising  the  constitution  of  that  State,  which 
assembled  in  1822,  he  stood  forth  the  champion  of 
chartered  privileges  and  legislative  monopolies,  and 
did  what  exceeded  the  powers  of  any  other  member 
of  that  assembly,  persuaded  it  to  base  the  senatorial 


LI^'E  OF  COM.  ELLIOTT.  391 

representation  of  Massachusetts  upon  the  anstocratic 
principle  of  property,  and  not  upon  the  deniocratic 
principle  of  populatioh.  In  1824,  the  great  capital- 
ists of  Boston  were  strenuous  advocates  oifree  trade^ 
denouncing  all  protecting^  duties  as  uncofisiitutiotuU 
projects  to  favor  monopolies,  and  their  partizans  as  a 
selfish  and  money  seeking  faction.  This  distin- 
guished individual,  then  their  representative  in  Con- 
gress, concentrated  his  mighty  powers  against  the 
tariflF  of  1824,  in  an  effort  which  drew  from  all  par- 
ties the  highest  admiration,  and  which  caused  the 
great  champion  of  the  protecting  system  to  tremhie 
for  the  fate  of  his  favorite  measure.  In  1828,  the 
same  capitalists  of  Boston  who  found  such  insupera- 
ble constitutional  objections  against  the  tariff  of  1824, 
having  transferred  their  funds  from  commerce  to 
manumctures,  perceived  in  commercial  restrictions 
the  only  true  construction  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  only  means  of  saving  the  country  from  speedy 
impoverishment  and  ruin.  Their  representative  in 
the  Senate,  this  intellectual  giant  again  brandished  his 
massive  war  club  in  support  of  local  interests,  and 
answered  all  the  arguments  which  he  so  forcibly  ar- 
rayed against  protection  in  1824.  In  1830,  he  was 
the  champion  of  the  constitution  against  the  heresies 
of  Si>uth  Carolina,  heresies  which  that  State  had  as- 
sumed in  opposition  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
his  constituents.  In  1832,  at  a  Convention  at  Wor- 
cester in  Massachusetts,  while  portraying  the  political 
sins  imputed  to  the  present  administration,  he  boldly 
entered  the  very  field  of  nullification.  Again,  in 
1833,  in  a  great  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  in  which 
the  principal  Federalists  of  Boston  were  most  active, 
and  which  may  be  justly  denominated  a  Federal 
meeting,  hte  supported  the  President's  proclamation  as 
the  only  correct  exposition  of  the  constitution,  and 
denounced  nullification  as  fraught  with  destruction 
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to  the  Union.  As  was  before  said,  he  opnosed  the 
creation  of  the  ISational  Bank  in  1814,  and  in  1833 
and  1834,  was  the  file  leader  of  the  party  which 
sought  to  renew  the  charter  of  that  institution.  In 
182^  he  opposed  that  clause  of  the  g'old  bill  which 
provided  K>r  a  coinage  of  one  dollar  pieces,  which 
were  intended  for  a  suostitute,  not  onlv  for  small  bills, 
but  for  heavy  and  cumbrous  silver  dollars;  and  a  few 
weeks  after,  in  a  speech  at  a  "  Whi^  festival  in  New 
Hanq)shire,  denounced  this  cold  bill  as  tending,  bjr 
expelling  silver  dollars  from  the  country,  to  deluge  it 
with  an  issue  of  one  dollar  bilk. 

In  all  these  changes,  he  has  uttered  the  sentiments, 
supported  the  interests  and  conformed  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  old  Federal  party  of  Massachusetts. 
Wiih  the  principles  of  this  school  he  was  imbued 
in  early  life ;  all  his  feelings  and  habits  of  thinking 
are  derived  from  it,  and  by  whatever  party  he  mifi^ht 
be  elevated  to  the  Presidency,  the  principles  of  uiis 
school  would  inevitably  direct  his  administration. 

Is  the  proud  and  high  souled  Democracy  of  the 
Union  prepared  for  this?  Is  it  prepared  to  surrender 
to  its  persevering  and  implacable  foe,  all  the  fruits  c^ 
a  struggle  of  thirty-five  years?  No !  must  be  the  re- 
sponse of  every  Democratic  heart.  No  citizen  firiend- 
ly  to  the  existing  administration  could  acquiesce  in 
such  a  result,  and  no  Southern  or  Western  opponent 
of  it  who  stood  firm  in  the  ranks  of  Democracy  dur- 
ing its  arduous  struggles  under  Jefferson  and  Madi- 
son,  could  be  so  recreant  to  his  principles  and  his  re- 
collections as  to  bow  the  knee  to  those  who  raised 
the  five  striped  flag  when  the  enemy  was  at  the  gates. 

Yet  is  a  large  portion  of  this  proud  Democracy  called 
upon  thus  to  proclaim  its  own  dishonor,  and  by  tlie 
very  projectors  and  mast^  spirits  of  the  Hartford  Ck>n* 
vention.  Amon^those  who  were  most  active  in  efeet- 
ing  the  present  Executive,  the  people  of  the  South- 
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era  and  South  Western  States,  a  portion  disapprove 
some  of  its  most  important  measures.  This  was  to 
have  been  expected ;  for  in  a  federative  republic  of 
twentjr-four  States,  independent  of  each  other  in  all 
municipal  regulations,  and  from  physical  causes  hav- 
ing a  variety  of  local  interests,  perfect  unanimity  of 
opmion  could  not  be  expected  upon  all  measures  of 
general  policy.  The  same  diversity  of  opinion,  with 
tfie  same  independence  in  expressing  and  acting  upon 
it,  led  to  the  election  of  this  administration,  and  to  the 
defeat  and  removal  of  its  immediate  predecessors. 
This  opposition  in  the  South  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, has  led  to  a  temporary  co-operation  between 
this  antagonist  party  and  the  "  Whigs"  or  Federalists 
of  New  England.  The  first  oppose  the  administra- 
tion, because  they  regard  some  of  its  measures  as  in- 
consistent with  those  great  Democratic  principles,  to 
support  which  they  aided  in  electing  it.  -  The  second 
oppose  it  as  they  have  opposed  every  Democratic  ad- 
ministration, because  it  is  Democratic,  and  as  they 
will  oppose  all  succeeding  administrations,  until  the 
government  again  passes  into  their  own  hands.  But 
can  this  union  last?  Can  a  coalition  of  materials 
thus  discordant,  continue  till  the  decision  of  the  im-  . 
pending  Presidential  contest  ? 

ThelSouthern  portion  of  the  "Whig"  party  belong  to 
the  school  of  strict,  the  Northern  to  that  of  latitudinari- 
an  constriiction  of  the  constitution.  The  first  contend 
that  all  powers  not  expressly  ceded  belong  to  the  States 
as  sovereign  communities;  the  second,  that  all  powers 
belong  to  the  general  government,  which,  for  the  time 
being,  are  necessary  to,  or  may  aid  in  promoting  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  The  Southern  party  are  op- 
posed to  banks,  internal  improvements  by  the  Federal 
government,  high  taxation,  high  tariffs  to  protect  in- 
terests merely  local,  to  extravagant  expenditures  of 
the  public  treasure,  to  a  splendid  and  expensive 
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Federal  government,  to  a  national  debt,  and  to  the 
vfhcle  machinery  of  legislation  by  which  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  government  may  be  augmented,  its 
patronage  extended,  and  the  public  money  be  niade 
the  price  of  chartered  monopolies.  The  Northern 
or  New  England  party  are  in  &vor  of  this  system, 
and  their  candidate  is  one  of  its  champions.  Spe- 
cially do  the  Northern  and  Southern  parties  diner 
about  a  naticmal  debt  and  a  splendid  Feaeral  govern- 
ment The  former  believe  that  a  national  debt  is 
useful,  if  not  necessary,  in  cementing  the  Union. 
They  have  Uttle  confidence  in  the  power  of  popular 
intelligence  to  sustain  free  institutions.  They  con- 
sider the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people  as  a 
broken  reed,  and  therefore  consider  that  some  direct 
appeal  to  individual  interest,  separate  from  the  inter- 
est of  the  whole,  is  necessary  to  bind  them  to  any 
government  worth  preserving.  They  treat  as  chi- 
merical the  consideration  that,  every  American  citizen 
who  at  all  understands  the  nature  and  operation  of 
our  representative  democracy,  is  convinced  that  it  is 
adequate  to  protect  the  equal  rights  of  all,  and  that 
by  any  change  he  can  ^in  nothing,  and  may  lose 
much.  They  believe  that  property  must  be  the 
^eat  object  of  concern  to  all  free  governments,  that 
It  is  the  most  important  of  all  rights,  that  in  compari- 
son with  it,  the  right  to  life,  liberty  and  character  are 
secondary,  and  that  it  should  therefore  be  the  princi- 
pal object  of  legislation.  They  believe  much  in  the 
mfluence  of  great  capitalists  or  money  holders  over 
society,  and  merefore  believe  that  if  such,  who  must 
necessarily  be  few  in  number,  are  enlisted  in  fevor  of 
any  measure  or  system  of  policy,  all  the  rest  of  the 
community  must  follow  them.  They  therefore  be- 
lieve that  a  national  debt,  by  creating  a  direct  pecu- 
niary interest  in  the  preservation  of  a  government,  is 
its  fitr(Nagest  bulwark. 
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This  opinion,  of  English  growth,  prevails  more  in 
Boston  than  in  any  other  of  our  cities ;  and  it  must 
be  reccrflected  that  the  politics  of  Boston  govern  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  and  exercise  great  influence 
over  the  rest  of  New  England,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion, perhaps,  <rf  Vermont.  The  opinion  is  of  Engli^ 
growth.  The  government  of  England,  however  sim- 
ple in  theory,  is  extremely  complicated  in  practice. 
It  is  not  like  that  of  the  United  States^  the  oflsprinff 
{rf*  express  compact  among  the  States,  nor  Uke  that  ^ 
eadi  State,  the  oflfepring  of  express  compm^t  among^ 
the  people.  It  consists  of  innumerable  usi^e^  origi- 
nating at  different  times  through  a  period  of  maoy 
centuries,  and  extorted  by  oppressed  subjects  firom  riK 
luctant  masters.  It  has  undergone  numerous  txA 
bloody  revolutions,  and  exhibited  all  fdiases,  from 
despotism  to  anarchy.  The  result  has  been  a  settled 
government,  exhibitmg  more  practical  freedom  than 
was  ever  yet  known  in  a  monarchy,  but  so  compli- 
cated as  to  be  daily  Bable  to  derangement,  and  with 
its  inconsistent  and  heterogeneous  parts  so  mutually 
dependent,  that  many  of  the  purest  patriots  and  most 
ardent  lovers  of  liberty  in  the  British  Empire  hkve 
been  afraid  to  reform  the  most  glaring  abuses,  for  fear 
of  destroying  the  whole  machine.  The  most  en- 
l^htened  portion  of  the  English  people,  and  these,  it 
is  feir  to  admit,  are  a  majority,  are  attached  to  their 
^[oyemment,  not  because  they  consider  it  the  best  ex- 
isting, or  which  they  are  capable  of  maintaining,  but 
because  they  see  no  ready  and  peaceful  mode  ctt 
ehange;  and  it  is  not,  probably,  assuming  too  much 
to  say  that  the  majority  would  adopt  a  simple,  homo- 
geneous, written  constitutiott  at.once,  could  they  (fo  it 
without  totally  deranging  tlie  whole  social  system. 

The  Government  of  England  has  exhibited,  from 
Ihe  Norman  Conquest  to  the  reign  of  James  L  a  per^ 
petiml  struggle  between  rojralty  and  aristocracy  ;  and 
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from  the  latter  period  to  the  present  day,  a  perpetual 
struggle  between  aristocracy  and  democracy.  In  the 
latter  conflict,  success  has  been  alternate,  and  the 
aristocracy,  in  continual  apprehension  of  defeat,  have 
resorted  to  stratagem  to  preserve  what  they  could 
not  defend  by  force.  This  stratagem  has  been  to  en- 
list in  feivor  of  their  own  privil^es  a  large  portion  of 
the  democracy,  by  means  of  a  direct  pecuniary  in- 
terest Hence  a  standing  army,  an  immense  navy, 
an  established  religion,  aim  above  all,  a  public  del^ 
Hence  also  a  most  complicated,  expensive,  tedious  and 
onerous  system  of  jurisprudence.  It  is  remarkable 
tfiat  all  these  establishments  are  either  the  remains 
of  barbarous  and  despotic  a^s,  or  have  been  founded 
and  nurtured  in  modem  times  by  the  aristocracy. 
They  all  offer  to  the  democracy  direct  pecuniary 
interests.  The  law,  the  church,  the  army  and  the 
navy  are  sources  of  employment,  wealth  and  distinc- 
tion to  thousands,  and  almost  millions,  and  hence  are 
objects  of  special  favor  with  a  portion  of  the  enter- 
prising English  democracy.  That  country  contains 
thousands  of  enlightened  and  patriotic  men,  who 
clearly  see  the  mischiefe  of  her  political  system,  but 
who  are  able  to  discover  no  remedy  that  would  not 
involve  a  s^reat  personal  sacrifice.  Holders  of  the 
public  stocks,  they  have  believed  that  a  political 
change,  once  begun,  would  proceed  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  and  thus  destroy  their  own 
property.  Having  sons  or  relatives  in  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  church  or  the  law,  they  have  perceived  ia 
the  reduction  or  modification  of  either,  the  removal 
of  such  relatives  from  employment,  and  their  conse- 
quent loss  of  distinction,  wealth,  and  eyen  bread. 
The  Tory  party  of  England,  generally  led  or  com- 
manded by  men  of  great  sagacity  and  foresigfht,  and 
perfectly  understanding  the  influence  of  this  debt  and 
these  establishments  over  the  democracy,  have  al- 
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ways  been  solicitous  to  augment  the  one  and  preserve 
the  other,  and  have  therefore  studiously  inculcated 
the  doctrine  that  the  army,  the  navy,  the  church,  and 
the  law  were  bulwarks  of  the  national  liberties,  and 
that  a  public  debt  was  a  public  blessing. 

To  inculcate  this  doctrine  about  a  publtc  debt 
amonjs;  the  merchants  of  England,  was  an  object  of 
peculiar  solicitude  to  the  Tories.  Merchants  are  na- 
turally republicans,  yet  naturally  inclined  to  found 
aristocracies.  Commercial  pursuits  lead  to  impa- 
tience of  restraint,  and  a  sturdy  spirit  of  opposition 
to  arbitrary  power.  Hence  all  commercial  monar- 
chies have  h&en  free,  and  have  advanced  or  declined 
in  freedom  as  they  did  in  commerce.  But  as  in  com- 
mercial communities,  wealth  is  the  chief  object  of 
pursuit,  the  possession  of  it  becomes  the  chief  source 
of  distinction,  and  a  natural  desire  of  the  possessors 
to  perpetuate  Such  distinction  leads  to  the  foundation 
of  aristocracies.  Hence  all  commercial  republics 
have  proceeded  from  equal  rights  to  monopolies  and 
oligarchies.  The  Tories  of  England,  speculating  upon 
these  national  propensities,  have  therefore  been  care- 
ful to  create  a  species  of  property,  which,  being  par- 
ticularly convenient  in  commercial  pursuits,  tends 
directly  to  inUst  the  mercantile  democracy  in  its  fa- 
vor, and  consequently  in  favor  of  the  government 
which  creates  it.  The  English  merchants,  retiring 
from  active  business,  and  seeking  a  safe  and  perma- 
nent investment  of  their  wealth,  have  very  naturally 
resorted  to  the  public  stocks^  as  a  species  of  property 
with  which  their  profession  has  made  them  most 
conversant,  and  which  requires  the  least  care  in  su- 
perintending, and  have  therefore  very  naturally  adopt- 
ed and  fostered  the  opinions  which  the  Tory  party 
wished  to  propagate  about  a  public  debL 

The  transportation  of  these  opinions  to  the  com- 
mercial cities  of  the  United  States,  was  in  the  natural 
34 
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OMne  ef  eyents.  The  English  otiffn  of  tbe  Amerir 
MM|  the  idwtity  of  their  language  and  jurisprudence 
ti^  thQ99  of  England)  and  tba  intimate  commercial 
inlerooar^e  that  baa  existed  between  tbe  two  countries 
since  the  treaty  of  17S3»  has  produced  a  similarity  of 
CKimmeffcial  character.  In  Boston^  this  similarity  is 
fpcae( ;  for  this  city,  containing  few  foreigners^  nag 
preserved  its  <mginal  and  purely  English  character ; 
Md  having  alwajrs  been  governed  by  a  mcmied  aris- 
tocracy, hw  always  been  the  soil  where  English  opi- 
nions would  naturally  take  root  and  flourish.  Hejice 
one  of  the  fundamental  prindples  of  the  Boston  Fe- 
deral parly  always  has  been,  and  still  is,  that,  a  pub- 
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AntOther  opinion  of  the  Federal  party  of  Boston  is^ 
thfkt  a  splenmd  naticmal  government,  supported  by  an 
extravagant  expenditure,  is  necessary  to  command 
the  res]^  of  the  pe<^Ie  for  the  laws  and  constituted 
authorities.  Here  again  they  evince  their  want  of 
confidence  in  po|>ular  intell^nce.  They  are  im- 
willing  to  believe  that  the  people  need  no  other  mo- 
live  to  respect  the  laws,  than  a  sober  and  enlightened 
4)onviction  of  th^r  utility.  They  believe  in  the  effi- 
mcy,  the  necessity  of  jippeals  to  the  senses,  and 
ttiroiigh  them  to  the  ima^^ation.  They  believe  that 
4he  people  must  be  inspired  with  awe,  with  wonder, 
wilh  some  vague  and  undefinable  sentiment  concerur 
ing  the  power  and  majesty  of  rulers.  A  commerciid 
€jj^  is  toe  most  natural  depository  of  this  doctrine ; 
^r  there  tbe  power  of  wealth  is  greater  than  among 
«a  agricultural  p(^ation»  diere  social  inequality  ui 
jfelitest)  and  jeabusies  between  the  two  extremes  are 
«aoH  easily,  and,  therefore  most  fre^ently  excited. 
Of  all  tba  commercial  cilies  ^  tb9  Union,  Boston  ia 
the  soil  where  respect  for  wealthy  submission  to  th^ 
iqianicdd  of  popular  leaders^  and  sanendfir  of  iodtvi- 
£iial  judgmenti  have  tak^n  deepest  root  aodi  ftouris)^' 
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ed  in  the  rankest  luxuriance.  Its  populatkm  is  daoU 
dedly  English  in  character^  for  it  is  eicclusively  of 
Bostonian  ot  New  England  origin.  There  neftr 
was  any  immigration  lx>  New  Eng^d,  eitoeptiiig^ 
firom  the  British  Empire.  The  whde  of  this  was 
from  England,  excepting  a  small  colany  of  Scots  to 
Vermont,  and  one  or  two  of  Protestant  Irish  to  New 
Hampshire ;  and  none  of  it  has  been  made  since  the 
revohition.  The  few  thousands  c^  Irish  now  to  be 
found  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity  are  not  here  consi- 
dered, as  they  sure  too  inmenificant  in  nnmber  or  in* 
fluence  to  produce  any  meet  upon  the  character  of 
the  city.  Therefore  New  England,  receiving  no  ac* 
cessions  from  immigTation,  and  continually  sendii^ 
out  its  swarms  to  oth^r  sections  o(  the  Union,  has  in 
a  freat  measure  preserved  its  original  character^ 
Before  the  roYolution,  Boston  was  the  largest  city  in 
New  England,  next  to  Philadelphia  the  largest  in  the 
colonies,  and  the  great  depot  of  the  commerce  betw^^ 
the  North  American  colonies  and  the  mother  counnry. 
It  was  consequently  the  head  quarters  of  the  British 
colonial  government,  and  more  importance  was  at- 
tached by  the  British  ministry  to  the  appointment  of 
a  governor  of  Massachusetts,  than  to  that  of  any 
other  officer  of  these  colonies.  Those  acquaintect 
with  the  operations  of  the  British  government  in  its 
colonies,  well  know  the  imposing  appearance  which 
it  usually  wears,  and  the  pomp,  the  maffnificence,  the 
array  of  power  and  splendor  with  which  it  endeavors 
to  inspire  fear  and  conciliate  fovor.  Hence  its  ma* 
chinery  of  kings'  birthdays,  queens',  princes',  and 
princesses'  birthdays,  coronation  d&iys,  and  other  fes« 
tivals,  all  affording  opportunities  for  exhilntions  of  <^l- 
cial  splendor  and  military  power.  This  was  parti- 
cularly the  case  in  the  colonial  administration  of  lAat- 
sachusetts ;  for  that  colony,  having  been  settled  bv 
the  Puritans,  who  were  hostile  to  toth  the  civil  and 
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ecclesiastical  soverament  of  the  mother  country,  was 
characterized  by  a  spirit  of  sturdy  independence,  and 
was  therefore  considered  a  proper  subject  for  such 
exhibitions  of  regal  pomp  and  power  as  were  fittefi 
to  inspire  dread  of  the  mother  country.  Besides  this, 
the  overthrow  of  Cromwell's  republic  and  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Stuarts  was  characterized  by  extreme 
gayety  and  licentiousness  of  manners,  one  object  of 
which  was  to  ridicule,  and  thereby  eradicate,  the 
austere  morals  and  republican  simplicity  of  the  Pu- 
ritans. In  this  change  it  was  natural  for  the  town 
of  Boston  to  participate  in  some  d^ee ;  it  being  the 
residence  of  the  colonial  officers,  and  the  depot  of  the 
commerce  between  the  two  countries.  But  still, 
during  the  rei^s  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.,  the  re- 
publican spirit  of  Massachusetts,  and  indeed  of  all 
New  England,  maintained  itself.  Though  restrained 
by  the  power  of  the  mother  country  from  any  deci- 
ded manifestations,  it  .was  still  kept  alive  and  fostered, 
especially  in  the  interior.  The  colonists  considered 
themselves  in  a  sort  of  Babylonish  captivity.  They 
had  their  Daniels  and  Ezekiels  in  their  pulpits,  pro- 
testing in  allegories,  parables,  and  other  ngurative 
and  enigmatical  lan^iage,  against  the  divine  right  of 
kings  and  ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  and  in  fevor  of 
the  great  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  for 
which  they  haa  come  out  of  Egypt,  and  left  the  do- 
minion of  those  Pharaohs,  the  Stuarts.  They  longed 
for  another  Cyrus  to  issue  the  decree  of  their  libera- 
tion, and  for  another  Ezra  to  lead  them  out  of  bond- 
age,  and  rebuild  their  temple.  This  new  Cyrus  came 
in  the  person  of  William  of  Orange,  and  this  new  de- 
cree in  the  revolution  of  1688. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  hailed  this  event  with 
delight,  and  offered  to  the  new  government  the  warm- 
est professions  of  loyalty  and  attachment.  William 
in.  responded  to  these  professions  with  great  cordia- 
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litfy  and  always  expressed  a  Ihretr  isterMl  m  tkm 
(tfo^rity  ef  the  New*  England  coioiufls.  Bm  ^shm 
attached  to  ^em  bf  a  connnimitjr  of  ieligio<i0| 


a  similarity  of  potitical  principles;  for  tfas  same  ma^ 
tience  of  civil  and  ecdeeiastical  dnpotlism  whkdi 
dioire  them  away  from  Engiaiid^  had  placed  htm  on 
its  throne.  Bat  tfiouffh  educated  in  the  pnrilaai  and 
republican  schools  of  Holland,  William  was  not  a  rs^ 
publican.  He  was  a  prince  by  birth,  a  monafohifift 
in  principle^  and  a  lang*  by  circnmstuiees.  And 
though  the  royal,  dynasty  of  England  had  been 
changed,  and  her  free  constitution  restored^  her  go* 
▼Qrmnent  was  stiH  a  monarchy*  Splendor  is  tho 
foundation  upon  which  all  monarchies  must  be  laid; 
and  as  William  was  too  sagacious  a  monarch  to  un» 
demiine  his  own  authority  by  encouraginsf  a  HinrA 
to  the  republican  manners  and  usages  m  Mromweli^ 
days,  splendor  was  one  of  the  means  which  the  new 
Bn^ish  government  used  to  operate  upon  the  fears 
or  Sections  of  its  colonial  subjects,  and  to  wean  them 
from  their  r^ublican  predilections  to  a  proferottco 
for  a  constimtional  monarchy.  In  the  joj  inqiifed 
by  their  liberation  from  the  tynnt  Stuarts,  the  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts  tesponidbd  zealously  la  all  tb» 
jnrofesstons  of  goad  will  oflfered  by  their  anecessgis, 
and  became,  under  the  dominion  <f[  WiUUiaa^  Aium 
and  the  first  and  second  Qeorgej  the  most  loyil  and 
devoted  subjects  of  the  Britirii  en^iie,  lavishiaip:  Am 
treasure  Uke  dost,  and  ponrii^  out  theif  Uoed  UlfiS 
water.  Amid  these  indicatioiis  of  good  will  b»m  m 
government,  freer  in  practice  dian  ever  mmMsiMt 
was  betatBy  or  has  been  since^  and  of  leyrity  anil  §!> 
feotionale  devci^on  from  the  oaknista,  the  repnUi^aA 
sinpBcity  of  Aie  Puritans  doeltned,  saA  theif  love  W 
liberty,  still  ardent  as  ever,  bedame  aaiMeiatQd  wilh 
the  §lmes  of  a  constifntiasial  mooacelwi  asid  aftio* 
laaaforthe  persenofa  conatilatioiiatlDilg*  Boston 
34* 
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ocmtinued  to  be  the  head  quarters  of  the  goyemment ; 
and  having  grown  rapidly  in  population  and  wealth, 
and  being  the  depot  for  the  conunerce  of  the  whole 
colony,  exhibited  a  fondness  for  splendor,  for  shows 
and  spectacles,  for  civil  and  military  parade,  that  was 
not  exceeded  by  any  town  in  the  British  Empire. 
The  American  revolution  produced  no  chang^  in 
these  sentiments,  but  merely  changed  their  objects. 
Though  the  part  which  Boston  bore  in  this  revolu- 
tion is  matter  of  history,  and  constitutes  her  proudest 
and  most  enduring  monument,  the.  effect  of  this  great 
poUtical  chanfi^e  was  not  to  restore  the  repubucan 
simplicity  of  the  Puritans ;  not  to  eradicate  the  fond- 
ness for  ^lendid  government  which  had  been  engen- 
dered by  the  momer  country,  after  the  overthrow  of 
the  Stuarts.  The  Bostonians  still  continued  a  splen- 
dor loving  people,  and  their  commercial  position  still 
enabled  them  to  exercise  a  controlling  influence  over 
the  rest  of  the  State.  Old  usages  were  continued, 
old  festivals  were  retained  and  adapted  to  the  new 
poUtical  orcbr  of  things,  birth  dajrs  of  kings  gave 
place  to  birth  days  of  presidents,  coronation  days  to 
election  days,  and  veneration  for  the  persons  of  prin- 
ces to  that  for  the  persons  of  governors. 

Nor  were  auxiliary  causes  wantinjg  to  keep  alive 
these  English  tastes  and  habits  of  thinking.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  many  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  influential  &milies  of  Boston 
were  royalists  and  went  away.  Returning  after  the 
peace  of  1783,  they  continued  to  exercise  great  in- 
fluence in  the  social  relations  of  Boston,  and  after- 
wards acquired  no  Uttle  in  the  politics  of  the  State. 
It  is  a  singular  £siet  that  several  individuals  who  have 
been  conspicuous  in  the  political  history  of  Massa- 
chusetts since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  constitu- 
tion, were  members  of  eminent  Tory  famiUes.  An- 
other singular  &ct  is  that  in  the  convention  which  as- 
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sembled  in  Boston  in  1822,  to  revise  the  constitution 
of  Massachusetts,  was  an  individual  who  was  then  a 
pensioner  of  the  British  government,  and  had  either 
been  a  revolutionary  Tory,  or  belonged  to  a  Tory 
&inily.  One  of  the  Democratic  newspapers  of  Bos- 
ton contained,  at  the  time,  an  explicit  declaratibn  of 
these  facts,  accompanied  with  a  question  if  such 
member  were  eligible  to,  or  could  with  propriety  hold 
a  seat  in,  that  convention.  A  "  Whig*'  newspaper  of 
Boston  was  established  and  is  now  ^ted  by  the  son 
of  a  Tory,  the  editor  himself  having  been  bom  in  the 
British  dominions,  and  therefore  being,  according  to 
the  laws  of  England,  a  British  subject.  The  same 
individual  was  recently  a  member  of  a  very  impor- 
tant and  responsible  judicial  tribunal,  the  administra- 
tion of  which,  by  himself  and  his  ass«3ciates,  was  sig- 
nalized by  indictments  ag^ainst  Democratic  citizens  for 
allied  illegalities  in  voting,  which  were  thought,  by 
the  objects  of  them,  to  savor  of  political  persecution. 

The  reader  will  perceive  in  most  of  these  facts,  the 
origin  of  that  English  tone  of  thinking,  that  respect 
for  English  usages  and  opinions,  which  has  always 
characterized  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Bost<Hi. 

The  formation  of  the  Federal  constitution  having 
divided  the  country  into  two  parties,  which  subse- 
quent events  separated  still  more,  the  Tories  of  Massa- 
ctmsetts  very  naturally  allied  themselves  to  the  Fede- 
ral, or  strong  government  party.  The  French  revo- 
lution tended  still  more  to  widen  the  breach  betwe^i 
these  two  parties,  and  here  again,  the  Tories  very  na- 
turally joined  the  FederalSts  in  opposition  to  the 
French  republicans.  The  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
commonly  called  Jay's  treaty,  was  an  event  that  tend- 
ed, perhaps  more  than  any  thing,  to  embitter  the 
Federalists  and  Republicans  or.^mocrats  against 
each  other.  The  commerce  between  England  and 
Boston  was  then  great ;  most  of  the  Bostonians  di- 
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mody  oonoeroed  io  it  were  FederalistSt  «id  bMiog  a 
dimct  pecuniaty  interest  ia  preserving  amiGable  r^ 
latioitt  with  Great  Britain  they  enoouraged  and  ejcr 
pressed  a  strong  predilection  for  English  qHnions  and 
usages^  and  indaed  for  every  thing  of  English  origin^ 
From  this  time  mitil  the  close  of  the  mat  war,  the 
feelings  and  opinions  of  the  Fed^vl  party  <tf  Boston 
became  completely  AnglifiecL  To  be  a  Federalist, 
with  strcmg  partialities  for  every  thing  English,  wa» 
the  only  road  to  success,  to  wealth,  to  distmction,  to 
public  emplojrnient  or  private  patronage ;  while  to  be 
a  Democmt  was  to  be  derided,  despised  and  perseco* 
ted.  The  Federal  party,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
absorbed  nearly  all  the  talent  and  wealth  of  the  town 
and  the  State ;  for  the  moral  courage  that  can  with- 
stand the  systematic  persecution  that  was  visited  upon 
Democrats,  is  not  always  to  be  found  in  commercial 
cities.  The  banks  were  Federal,  and  would  grant  no 
accommodations  to  Democratic  merchants;  Democm* 
tic  lawyers  coukl  get  no  clients,  Democratic  physi- 
cians no  pati^its,  and  Democratic  mechanics  no  em- 
ployment The  Federal  newspapers  were  open  and 
strenuous  partisans  of  Great  Britain  against  their  owtt 
country,  and  at  last,  magazines  and  otb»  periodical 
winrks  appeared,  which  denounced  repuUican  and  sup* 
ported  monarchial  go vemm^t  In  short,  the  neceasily 
of  a  monarchy  in  the  United  States,  as  the  only  form 
by  which  liberty  could  be  maintained,  wasa  doctrine 
t^t  circulatei  extensively  among  this  Fedearalists  el 
Boston. 

The  reader  will  here  perceive  what  a  cmicatem^ 
tion  of  causes,  from  the  overthrow  of  CromwdS^ 
gDvemment  to  the  dose  of  the  late  war,  has  tended 
tB  in^Nress  an  English  character  upon  the  pec^e  ci 
Boston,  and  to  inmue  its  dominant  or  Fedwal  party 
with  strong  English  partialities ;  cmd  will  therafer* 
see  how  very  naturally  they  are  what  innumeraUs 
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fiwjts  have  proved  them  to  be,  the  advocates  of  a 
Splendid  Federal  Government,  the  converts  to 
the  doctrine  that  a  simple  s^d  economical  system  is 
inadequate  to  keeping  the  people  in  order. 

But  while  such  are  the  prevailing  doctrines  of  the 
Federal  party  of  Boston,  the  reader  may  still  doubt 
whether  they  have  taken  root  among  the  agricultural 
peculation  of  Massachusetts.  To  remove  his  doubts, 
let  him  examine  the  political  machinery  of  that  State. 
He  will  find  enough  to  excite  alarm  for  the  safety  of 
her  republican  institutions,  and  to  rouse  the  citizens 
of  other  States  to  strenuous  exertions  against  the  in- 
troduction of  the  same  mischief  among  themselves. 
Boston  governs  Massachusetts  by  a  system  op 
CHARTERED  MONOPOLIES.  That  State  contains  more 
corporations,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  than  any 
other  in  the  Union ;  and  since  the  adoption  of  its  con- 
stitution in  1781,  as  much  time  has  been  expended 
by  its  Legislature  in  chartenng  these  institutions,  as 
in  enacting  general  laws.  It  is  a  remarkable  &ct 
that  the  special  laws  of  Massachusetts,  or  laws  creat- 
ing these  monopolies,  fill  a  greater  num))er  of  volumes 
than  the  general  laws,  or  the  laws  for  the  wlK)le  peo- 

Ele ;  the  former  filling  five  large  volumes,  while  the 
itter  are  contained  m  about  three  volumes  ef  the 
same  size.  Here  is  a  subject  for  the  reflection  of  the 
le^slator  and  political  economist.  A  people  boasting 
of  their  constitution  and  laws,  and  claiming  to  be 
eminently  republican  in  origin,  government,  social 
condition,  feeling  and  habits  of  .thinking,  have  ex- 
pended more  time  and  money  in  a  period  of  fifty 
years,  in  legislating  for  the  few  than  the  many!  In 
erecting  a  monied  aristocracy  that  is  proof  against 
all  changes  of  public  opinion,  and  replete  with  some 
of  the  great  mischiefs  which  characterize  the  per- 
petuities of  the  old  world,  than  in  guarding  the  equal 
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iMos  ciAe  whole,  and  fbrtifykif  the  great  {nrkietples 
of  rqmfalican  libertjr ! ! 

An  aristocraey  of  corporations  is  much  more  con- 
trolling in  its  influences)  and  consequently  much 
more  dangerous  to  liberty,  than  a  landed  aristocracy 
supported  by  entailments.  Of  the  latter  description 
is  die  British  nobUity.  In  such  an  aristocracy,  thou^ 
its  members  are  generally  united  by  a  sense  of  com- 
mc^  interest,  yet  each  of  them  is  an  isolated  and  iur 
dependent  individual,  a  sin^  soul,  a  distinct  mindi 
exercising  a  distinct  and  mdependent  moral  influ* 
ence,  and  free  to  support  any  opinions  or  any  cause 
that  he  may  deem  just  or  expedient  In  such  aris- 
tocracies, the  quality  of  individual,  personal  distinct* 
ness  and  respcm^bility  is  as  perfect  as  in  democracies, 
and  compensates,  in  some  degree,  fi>r  the  evils  in- 
separable from  all  privileged  orders.  As  a  proof  of 
this,  the  British  nobility  have  generally  been  divided 
on  all  great  political  questions,  and  their  force  and 
influence  have  be^i  consequ^itly  diminished.  They 
have  never  yet  presented  a  solid  array  of  votes  upon 
any  question.  They  have  always  been  divided  among 
the  two  great  parties  of  Whigs  said  Tories,  reformists 
and  confederatives,  which  have  existed  oince  the 
days  of  James  I.  Many  of  them  embraced  the  popu- 
lar cause  against  Charles  I.;  most  of  them  the  same 
cause  against  James  II.;  they  were  divided  upon  the 
question  of  our  revolutionary  war,  upon  the  high 
handed  measures  of  the  ministry  against  liberal  opi- 
nions during  die  Fiiench  revolution,  and  are  now  di- 
vided upon  the  great  question  of  reform.  It  can 
hardly  be  said  that  they  have  always  been  united 
upon  questions  directly  involving  the  existence  of 
Aeir  order.  Many  of  the  sagacious  noblemen  that 
o|^x>sed  Clmrles  I.,  must  have  foreseen  the  republican 
tendency  of  that  oppoation ;  and  it  would  be  doing 
great  injustice  to  ihe  powerful  and  comprehensive 


vmA&  vhldi  BOW,  in  both  branches  (^  the  British  lieg«- 
ifiiature^  suj^rt  the  cause  of  reform,  to  suppose  them 
Uiiid  to  the  inevitable  results  (A  this  greai  osioveiiieixl. 
The  march  of  political  reform  in  Europe  is  onward 
and  rapid;  the  moral  influence  ol  the  United  States 
<^  America  is  lai^ty  and  uieveaaing;  nobility  has 
been  abolished  in  France,  and  that  j^at  imd  ^[^ijE^hl^ 
ened  country  will  finish  with  repnbhoanism;  the  neo- 
dom  of  Portugal  is  achieved,  and  her  n^eneratiott 
b^n  \  Spain  has  burst  her  chains,  is  now  ^ruggling 
with  those  who  would  renew  them,  and  will  mally 
conquer.  Italy  yet  sleeps,  but  is  gatherii^  str<«^th 
in  hdt  skimber  for  the  inevi^le  conffict ;  pKX>r  Fe^ 
land  lies  crushed  and  bleeding,  but  is  not  annihilated; 
despotism  is  quietly  laying  £>wn  its  arms  m  so^ 
and  philosophic  Germany,  and  will  finally  yield  <9 
persuasion  from  dread  of  force.  Amid  the  reeling  of 
these  mighty  waters,  can  Britain  remain  stationary? 
She  cannot!  She  is  destined  to  repuUicanism !:  Wit 
liam  lY,  who,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  can- 
not live  loag,  is  the  last  Ring  that  the  present  generar 
tion  will  see  upon  the  British  throne ;  and  all  the  e^ 
fiwts  of  the  conservative  party  can  merely  postpones 
for  a  short  season,  but  cannot  avert  this  da^iny.  Thse 
lasforming  nobility  see  it  all,  see  the  rapidly  afqproech- 

mg  destruction  of  tlmr  cnrder,  and lend  their 

.  hwds  to  the  woric. 

Here  are  s^nal  proo&  of  that  iadividuat  iadq)en- 
dence>  that  consciousness  of  individuc^  responsilNSitjri 
whieh  gov^]»3  a  body  of  hi»:editary  nolnUty  in  eosb 
stitutioiml  goveinimenls. 

Family  pride,  looking  retrospectively  in  <dd  honsos 
and  i»vciepecttvely  in  new,,  xs  aaother  souree  of  indb^ 
vidual  inaependmee  Sfmong  heiedilapy  aoblesj  wfaichi 
lite  that  last  mentioned,  tends  lo  aBeviaAa  tiir  wish 
ohiefi  insq)ara,ble  from  prtvilc^^sd  <NrdersE.  In  aiicb  a 
monarchy  as  that  of  Great  Bntkn,  it  is  no  subjeol  af 
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boast  to  be  merely  the  representative  of  a  bouse  AttI 
has  been  distinguished  for  eminent  talents  or  eminent 
public  services,'  unless  the  representative  can  show 
his  own  capacity  for  sustaining  its  reputation.  The 
imbecile  descendant  of  distinraished  ancestors  exhi- 
bits his  own  weakness  in  bolder  relief,  by  the  contrast 
between  them  and  himself.  Public  opinion  requires 
that  he  should  stand  upon  his  own  merits,  and  that, 
in  proportion  to  those  of  his  ancestors,  should  he  ex- 
ert himself  to  sustain  the  reputation  of  his  race.  So 
the  first  of  a  new  house  must  not  be  content  with 
transmitting  to  his  posterity  the  negative  merit  of  a 
title.  This,  in  England,  would  be  considered  no  great 
legacy.  He  must  transmit  a  distinguisbed  name. 
Here  then  are  incentives  to  exertion  that  tends  to  pro- 
duce ^reat  men  among  a  body  of  nobility,  and  miti- 
gate, m  some  degree,  the  evils  to  the  body  politic  with 
which  nobility  is  jJwajrs  allied.  It  is  not  here  im- 
plied that  all  the  British  nobility  are  governed  by  these 
motives.  The  exceptions  are  and  always  have  been 
numerous.  Nevertheless  the  sentiment  is  common 
among  them,  and  has  contributed  greatly  to  that  in- 
dividual independence  by  which  they  have  long  been 
characterized. 

Besides  the  moral  individuality,  the  distinct  and  in- 
dependent influence  of  each  member  of  the  British 
nobility,  which  prevents  the  order  firom  alwa3rs  mov- 
ng  in  unbroken  phalanx  upon  every  great  political 

Juestion,  its  wealth  consists  principally  in  land.  In- 
eed  it  must  have  a  landed  foundation,  for  no  other 
species  of  property  is  sufliciently  permanent  in  its  na- 
ture, to  support  a  privileged  order  of  which  each 
member  is  a  distinct  and  independent  individual,  and 
holds  his  possession?  independ^itly  of  his  associates. 
The  influence  of  this  property  in  commercial  states 
is  known  to  be  fiir  less  than  that  of  what  is  called 
money.    Though  the  source  and  foundation^  it  is  pot 
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llie  representative  of  pro^rty.  A  mHlionof  .acresjof 
cuhiv?ited  land,  whether  m  the  hands  of  few.  or. ma- 
ny, and  producing  annually  the  value  of  a  huodxad 
millions  of  dollars,  has  not,  in  a  conunercial  State, 
the  moral  power  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  sum  in mo- 
ney, wielded  by  a  fourth  part  of  the  number  of  pos- 
sessors or  directors.  Bribery,  direct  or  indirect,  can 
seldom  be  made  in  land  or  its  produce ;  for  conceal- 
ment, so  necessary  in  such  transactiona  in  countries 
where  public  opinion  governs,  is  always  difficult  and 
generally  impracticable.  A  land  holder  may  dismiss 
a  tenant  for  a  refractory  vote ;  but  the  measure  is  too 
odious,  savoring  too  much  of  oppression,  to  becon^e 
common  under  elective  institutions. 

An  aristocracy  of  corporations  has  pone  of  the.  re- 
deeming features  which  belong  to  a  body  of  nobility. 
To  use  a  phrase  of  English  and  American  jurispru- 
dence, a  corporation  has  no  soul.  In  this  very  attri- 
bute consists  the  difference  between  a  corporation  and 
a  landed  aristocracy.  It  has  no  soul,  because  it  has  no 
personal  existence.  It  is  indeed  an  association  of  na- 
tural persons,  but  in  which  the  individuaUty,  the  sepa- 
rate, independentexistenceofeach,in  whatever  regards 
the  association, is  completelyannihiiated.  The  associa- 
.  tion  acts  only  by  the  united  will  of  a  majority^  and  con- 
sequently the  individual  mind  of  eabh  member  is  ex- 
tinct, and  individual  responsibility  is  unknown.  Tins 
majority  isnot  generally  a  majority  of  theassociates,bat 
merely  of  its  governors  or  directors,  who  are  a  small 
minority  of  the  former.  Thus  may  the  minds  of  -thou- 
sands, and  their  wealth,  amounting  to  millions,  ))e 
wielded  by  some  half  dozen  individuals,  to  purpose  of 
which  these  thousands  do  not  perceive  the  character  or 
consequences,  and  which,  as  independent  individualSi 
they  would  not  support.  For  th&  proceedings  of  « a 
corporation,  ijione  of  its  members  ate  responaWe.tiBe 
the  proceedings  never  so  odiously'  tl|d  ansWer  ]&tha^«die 
35 
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COTporation  had  no  soul^  and  cannot  be  called  to  acr 
count  unless  its  chartered  powers  be  exceeded.  The 
members  cannot  be  called  to  account  separately ;  for 
they,  acting  by  their  directors,  had  no  concern  in  the 
proceeding.  Neither  can  the  directors  suffer ;  for  they 
act  solely  for  the  interest  of  the  corporation  whose 
servants  they  are,  without  r^ard'to  individual  inter- 
est, and  if  guilty  at  aU,  no  one  of  them  is  more  so 
than  another.  Under  pretences  Uke  these,  individual 
responsibility  is  totally  extinguished  in  the  action  of 
corporations.  A  monied  corporation  is  created  for 
one  purpose  only,  the  acquisition  and  retention  of 
property.  This  being  its  oilly  object  of  pursuit,  it  is 
exempt  from  all  those  incentives  to  patriotic  exertion 
which  may  prevail  among  a  body  of  nobility,  A 
corporation  can  acquire  no  reputation  for  great  ac- 
tions. It  is  limited  by  its  charter  to  a  certain  routine. 
It  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
associates,  di^urse  a  dollar  of  its  wealth  in  works  of 
charity  or  patriotism ;  and  as  in  such  cases,  the  praise  , 
of  such  deeds  would  belong  to  nobody  they  will  not 
be  of  frequent  occurr^ice.  In  short,  in  all  the  legal 
actions  of  a  corporation,  its  members  can  neither  g^ain 
nor  lose  reputation,  and  are  therefore  exempt  from 
fear  of  doin^  wrong  or  incentives  to  do  rifi^ht. 

The  acquisition  of  wealth  bein^  the  only  object  of 
a  monied  corporation,  every  men3)er  of  the  associa- 
tion has  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  all  poUtical 
measures  that  may  promote  this  object,  or  prolong  the 
chartered  right  to  pursue  it.  Whoever  asks  of  a  le- 
gidature  a  charter,  wiU  naturally  ask  for  as  much 
capital,  and  for  as  long  a  term,  a  she  has  any  hope  of 
obtaining;  and  when  the  end  of  the  term  approaches, 
every  member  of  the  association  is  directly  interested 
in  seeking  a  renewal.  Nor  is  this  all.  Should  a 
charter,  or  the  renewal  of  a  charter  be  sought,  every 
membear  oi  the  corporation,  whatever  be  his  opinions 
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on  all  other  questions,  is  directly  interested  in  the  elec- 
tion of  a  legislature  that  will  grant  or  renew  sudi 
charter ;  and  all  the  members  of  all  other  corpora- 
tions, having  an  interest  in  the  same  question,  more 
or  less  remote  according  to  the  dates  of  their  several 
charters,  will  make  a  common  cause  with  the  fibrst. 
In  all  these  movements,  individual  opinion  is  extin- 
guished, and  individual  independence  annihilated. 
Direct  pecuniary  interest  overpowers  other  considera- 
tions, the  majority  of  voters  mtove  in  one  direction  in 
corporate  masses,  states  may  be  bought  and  sold  like 
merchandize,  and  no  body  being  responsible,  nobody 
can  be  censured. 

Such  being  the  points  of  difference  between  a  land- 
ed aristocracy  ana  an  aristocracy  of  corporations,  it 
must  be  obvious  that  the  former,  however  replete  with 
evils,  is  less  to  be  dreaded  in  a  constitutional  govern- 
ment than  the  latter.  An  enlightened  citizen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, late  a  member  of  Congress,  has  beautifiiUy 
and  philosophically  said  that  "associated  wealth  is  the 
dynasty  of  modem  states."  It  behoves  modern 
states,  especially  the  republics  of  the  United  States, 
to  take  care  lest  this  dynasty  become  more  tyrannical 
than  the  Stuarts  or  Bourbons,  and  more  difficult  to 
overthrow. 

The  aristocracies  of  Massachusetts  are  corpora- 
tions, and  the  votes  which  they  directly  or  indirectly 
control,  are  very  numerous.  Every  stockholder  has 
a  direct  pecuniary  interest  at  stake,  and  will  vote  for 
those  who  will  support  it.  Besides  these,  every  cor- 
poration has  its  officers  and  servants,  dependent  up- 
on their  salaries  for  bread;  and  the  amount  paid  in 
salaries  to  officers  of  corporations  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton alone,  is  near  one  million  of  dollars,  and  through- 
out the  interior,  near  as  much  more.  Besides,  the 
corporations  distributed  throughout  the  State  are 
either  owned  by  Bostonians,  or  directly  or  indirectly 


412  LIFK  0**  COM.  ELXIOTT. 

inflnented  tf^  the  capitklists  of  that  dty.  What  att 
army  of  disciplined  troops  is  thus  arlrayed  in  sUppoit 
of  monopdi^s !  One  dass  of  these  monopolies^  the  gfreat 
matta&cturing  cofporatidns,  is  of  particular  mischie^^ 
vDUs  tendeney.  Daring  the  latcf  irar,  the  manafactu- 
ring  interest,  protected  by  a  system  of  legislation  of 
which  the  immediate  object  was  the  prosecution  of  the 
contest  j  foecan^  very  flotitishing.  Large  snm^  of  mo- 
ney were  invested  in  various  branches,  and  the  North* 
em  and  Middle  States  were  filled  with  small  estaUisfa- 
ments,  owned  by  single  individuals  or  small  private 
cbmpanies.  This  Was  the  system  adapted  to  the  wants, 
the  condition  and  the  institutions  of  the  country ;  and 
had  it  been  duly  protected,  the  mischief  which  begin 
tt>  threaten  it  in  the  shape  of  monthlies  would  have 
been  averted.  But  all  these  were  swept  away  by  the 
unfortunate  tariff  of  1816,  and  have  since  been  sub- 
stituted in  Massachusetts  by  great  corpOtatioUs,  fos- 
tered' by  the  tariffs  of  1824  and'  1828.  In  these  ei^a- 
blishments  a'  &w  Opulent  individuals  control  the 
ttdnds  and  votes  of  thousands. 

But  besides  these,  Massachusetts  contains  a*  corpo- 
ration, Which,  for  the  p6wer  of  doing  harm'in'poHti»-' 
eal  acrion,  is  eicceeded,  6r  even  equalled  by  none  i» 
the  United  States.  The  National  Bank,  with  it& 
g?eat  resources,  is  a  pigmy  in  political  sti^ngth  with- 
m  the  commercial  state  of  Mai^achusetts,  compared 
with  this  giant  corporation.  It  is  called  the  "Life 
insurance  Company,"  is  owned  principally  or  exclu*- 
sively  m  Boston,  is  endowed  wilJi  a  perpetual  char*- 
ter,  and'  with  the  power  of  holding  real  estate  without 
Bftiit.  Itsr  funds  a^e  mostly  invested  in  mortgagee, 
and  increase  rapidly  in  amount.  From  its  great  ca- 
pital, and  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  it  is  invested^ 
ttiis  eotporation  must  have  great  crecht,  and  cait 
fllferefbre  borrow  money  in  Europe  at  a  tew  rate  oF 
inM^r^t,  to  be  hkVes^  in  mortga^  at  a  higher  rai& 
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in  the  United  States.  In  England,  Holland,  and 
4some  bf  the  commercial  districts  of  Germany,  capital 
is  abundant,  and  the  rate  of  interest  as  low  as  three^ 
and  even  two  per  centum.  Besides  this,  the  political 
state  of  Europe  is  unsettled,  and  property  becoming 
less  secure.  This  condition  of  things  oflfers  to  Euro- 
pean capitalists  peculiar  inducements  to  invest  funds 
m  the  United  States,  where,  from  the  rapid  progress 
of  improvement,  the  rate  of  interest  is  higher,  and 
whose  institutions  give  promise  of  stability.  The 
legal  rate  of  interest  in  Massachusetts  being  dx  per 
eentum,  this  giant  corporation,  besides  employing  its 
own  funds,  can  borrow  largely  in  Europe  at  two  and 
three  per  centum,  and  loan  to  the  yeomanry  <^  that 
state  at  six ;  and  the  more  it  borrows  and  securely 
invests  in  this  manner,  the  greater  will  fee  its  credit, 
and  consequently  the  greater  its  means  of  borrowing 
and  investing.  If  then  this  corporation  have  the 
power  of  wielding  sums  without  limit,  what  poUtical 
economist  cam  be  Hind  to  the  result  ?  Who  does  not 
foresee  that  it  will  eventually  swallow  up  the  estates  of 
the  landholders  of  Massachusetts,  and  thus  control 
the  politics  <^that  state?  Nor  will  the  mischief  be 
<»nlined  to  Massachusetts ;  for  if  able  thus  to  multi- 
ply its  funds  indefinitely,  what  shall  prevent  this  co- 
lossus from  putting  its  foot  upon  the  necks  of  other 
States  ?  A  capital  of  $2,000,000  invested  at  six  pear 
centum,  afforos  an  annual  increase  of  $120,000, 
which,  after  deducting  all  expenses  and  losses,  which 
will  not  ordinarily  ex<:eed  $10,000,  will  leave  an  anr 
nual  sum  of  $110,000  to  be  invested  in  new  loans. 
The  average  value  of  estates  among  the  yeomanry  of 
New  England,  does  not  exceed  $5000,  and  whoever 
imows  much  of  their  general  condition  and  character, 
will  admit  that  a  mortgage  of  $2000  upon  each  of 
thdr  estates  would  be  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  pro- 
fits of  their  agriculture,  and  an  awkward  stumbling 
35* 
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\sitick  to  their  moral  independence.  In  thi&i  ratio  of 
increase  to  its  ftitlds,  without  additional  borrowing, 
mippbsing  the  present  amount  now  invested  to  be 
i>2,000,000,  this  corporation  has  the  power  of  an- 
nually drawing  within  its  grasp  65  estates,  and  6S 
legal  voters.  How  long  will  the  political  indepen* 
dence  of  Massachusetts  be  proof  against  this  mighty 
and  growing  destroyer?  Other  States  may  exclude 
it  from  their  territory  by  legislative  enactments,  but 
no  l^al  or  constitutional  power  can  liberate  Massft* 
thusetts  from  it6  gra^p. 

This  corporation  is  sufficient  to  subject  the  poli- 
tics of  Massachusetts  to  the  city  of  Boston ;  and 
when  the  reader  contemplates  this,  as  well  as  the  host 
of  auxiliary  corporations  before  mentioned  or  alluded 
to,  he  will  no  lon&ner  wonder  at  the  declaration  that 
Bb&ton  governs  Massachusetts,  and  will  perceive  that 
if  a  national  debt  and  a  splendid  and  expensive  Fe- 
deral Government  find  favor  with  the  leading  politi- 
ci^iis  6f  the  city,  they  will  be  acceptable  to  the  domi* 
nant  party  throughout  the  State. 

Aboirt  internal  improvements,  a  diversity  of  opinion 
exTs^  Atttcmg  professed  Democrats  in  all  the  Middte 
irrid  Western  States ;  but  about  the  e^rpedk$ncy  or 
^Ven  constitutiodaUty  of  a  national  bank,  the  case  is 
'belfeyed  to  be  different  But  few  Democrats,  it  is  be- 
lieved, can  now  be  fimnd  in  any  of  the  States,  who 
We  not  converts  to  the  Southern  doctrine  upon  this 
Isubj^ct ;  who  do  not  bdicve  that  the  necessity  of  such 
inistitution  to  the  titea&ury  can  alone  bring  it  withia 
^he  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  that  stich  necessity 
lifc  tiot  yet  been  proved.  But  the  New  England 
^tafty  Is  in  'thp  Afield  for  the  very  purpose  of  tperj^tim- 
tfhg'tbis  institution,  arid  their  candidate,  being  ex- 
^rg^ly  eommitt^  upon  this  question,  would  be  com- 
^ell^^to  l^Hd  all  his  strength  to  proiBOte  thevietvs<^ 
'tts^lfarty. 
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With  these  wide)  these  easeotial  differences  about 
principles  and  measures^  can  the  Northern  and 
Southern  portions  of  the  "  Whig*'  party  harmonize  in 
electing  a  president?  The  Southern  portion  will 
not,  cannot  support  the  Northern  candidate.  Already 
is  ^  distinguist^  citieen  of  Tennessee  publicly  al- 
luded tO)  as  capable  of  uniting  all  the  elements  of  op- 
position to  the  present  administration  which  exist  in 
the  Southern  states.  The  Southern  "  Whig*'  party 
has  the  alternative  of  joinii^  with  the  Noruiem  in 
supporting  the  Federal  candidate  of  Massachusetts,  or 
of  supporting  its  Southern  candidate  in  the  hope  of 
Succeeding  in  the  Hou^e  of  Bepresentatires.  This 
gives  to  the  Northern  portion  of  the  "Whig"  party  p, 
similar  alternative,  that  of  supporting  the  "  Whig" 
candidate  of  Tennessee,  or  of  adhering  to  its  Northern 
candidate,  in  the  hope  of  succeeding  in  the  House. 
Each  portion  will  hope  to  coerce  its  allies  into  aban- 
doning their  candidate  and  uniting  with  it  to  support 
its  own.  In  this  ^contest,  which  must  yield  1  The 
Northern  Federal  portion  will  not,  cannot  yield,  fi>r 
such  yidding  would  be  a  virtual  cession  of  ail  for 
which  they  have  contended,  fromtiie  very  commence- 
ment of  the  struggle  that  terminated  in  thedecti<Hi  of 
the  elder  Adams.  They  contend  lor  a  local  ii^eiest ; 
diey  struggle  for  monopolies  and  chartered  privi- 
l^[0s,  for  systems  of  partial  legislation  m.  both  State 
aM  Federal  Governments,  which  fihall  durectly  tend 
to  accumulate  social  and  political  power  tti  tih^  own 
bands.  They  ^struggle  to  create  am  aristocracy  of 
^dhartered  rights,  as  the  meet  pcKtent  aE^ine  ibr  build- 
ing up  an  aristocracy  of  political  power.  TJusy  .strive, 
sofar  1o  waip  the  State  and  Federal  legislation,  asrto 
ipGtur  into  their  hands,  in  perennial  stmamsjfthe  means 
fof  buying  the  lUierlies  of  our  eoulitry,  TJoesepur- 
eposes  the  Northern  (Federal  party  wiill  aot.]n9liB(|U]3b, 
taiiA  dflteir  candidate  will  cetitiime  4o  ^s^j^gipoTAtlma 
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with  the  same  zeal  and  ability  which  he  has  always 
evinced  for  them,  though  in  different  modes  and 
through  different  measures.  The  Northern  Federal- 
ists, unable  to  abandon  these  views,  will  therefore 
strive  to  coerce  their  Southern  allies  into  supporting 
the  Northern  candidate ;  and  if  they  cannot  effect 
this  coercion,  will  support  him  alone.  They  will  en- 
deavor to  effect  this  coercion  by  speculating  upon  the 
opposition  of  the  Southern  "  Whigs"  to  the  present 
administration,  believing  that  whatever  objections  the 
South  may  entertain  against  the  candidate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, it  will  yield  them  to  objections  yet  stronger 
against  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party.  If 
tms  hope  should  not  be  fulfilled,  they  still  expect,  in 
a  contest  among  three  candidates,  to  carry  the  elec- 
tidQ  into  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  there 
they  are  not  without  hope  of  succeeding  by  the  con- 
trivances and  expedients  by  which  they  partially  suc- 
ceeded in  1825.  For  such  contrivances  their  means 
are  ample,  and  against  the  use  of  them  they  would 
find  in  moral  considerations^  but  a  feeble  restraint. 

The  question  is  then  fairly  presented  to  the  South 
by  the  Federal  party  of  Massachusetts,  or  at  least  to 
such  portion  of  the  South  as  are  opposed  to  the  De- 
mocratic candidate,  whether  they  will  or  will  not  be 
coerced  into  supporting  the  Federal  candidate.  Upon 
what  ground  does  he  challenge  their  approbation  7 
They  all  admit  his  talents  to  be  of  the  hi^est  order ; 
but  who  of  them  admits  the  soundness  of  his  princi- 
ples ?  Do  the  Tazewells  and  Tylers  and  Leighs  and 
Floyds  of  Virginia  subscribe  to  his  construction  of  the 
constitution,  in  his  great  speech  in  the  Senate  in  1830? 
To  say  nothing  of  the  Calhouns,  Haynes,  M'Duffies 
and  Prestons,  do  the  Union  party  of  South  Carolina 
admit  the  high  tariff  policy  of  Massachusetts,  a  poli- 
cy intended  exclusively  for  the  Boston  manu&ctnres, 
to  be  the  most  judicious  policy  for  the  Southern 
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States  ?  Are  any  of  them  willing  to  renew  the  chart* 
er^of  the  national  bank,  or  to  create  a  similar  institui 
tidn?  The  Northern  politicians  may  suppose  that 
tfie  South  would  prefer  the  Fed^al  to  the  Democratic 
candidate  as  the  least  of  ev^ils.  But-  admitting  the 
dection  of  the  latter  to  be  am  evil  to  the  South,  would 
not  the  election  of  the  former  be  a  greater?  Sup- 
posing that  Mr.  Van  Buren's  policy  would  not  be  of 
a  Southern  character,  that  of  Mr.  Webster  would  ne- 
cessarily be  less  so.  Between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  extremes  upon  the  subjiect  of  protective  du« 
ties,  the  Middle  States,  and  particularly  New  York, 
occupy  a  middle  ground.  On  the  subjects  of  the 
bank  and  internal  improvements,  New  York  harmo* 
nizes  and  Massachusetts  conflicts  with  the  South. 
On  the  broad  ground  of  Democratic  principles,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  has  been  uniformly  firm  and  consistent ; 
Vb.  Webster  has  never  been  upon  this  ground,  and  in 
opposing  it,  has  been  "  to  one  thing  constant  nev^," 
]^  above  all  things,  let  every  Southern  opponent  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  wno  acknowledges  himself  to  have 
been  a*  Democrat- during  the  war,  ask  himself  where 
was  Mr.  Webster  in  that  stormy  and  gloomy  period  ? 
Let  him  remember  the  finsmcial  embarrassments  of 
the  government,  and  the  numerous  disasters  and  ds^ 
feats  resulting  fironi  them ;  the  millions  that  were  exr 
pended  and  the  blood  that  flowed,  to  retrieve  misfor- 
tunes which,  but  for  these  embarrassments,  would 
have  never  happened.  Then  let  him  remember  the 
fountains  wh^ce  these  waters  of  bitterness  flowed. 
The  genius  of  Mr.  Webster  was  m^bty  in  these  afr 
fiars,  and  to  the  powerful  workings  of  that  genius 
were  the  merchants  and  cajHtalists  of  Boston  ix^ebted 
for  a  system  of  financial  operations,  which  had  at 
•  most  accomplished  the  ruin  of  the  country.  And 
9&&r  every  Southern  Democrat  has  refreshed  hisme^ 
ffiory  with  these  reminiseences^  let  him  carry  it  to 
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New  York  at  the  same  period,  and  behold  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  Where  and  what  was  he  then  7  In  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  himself  a  host  in  defending  the 
cause  of  his  suffering  coimtry  !  His  genius  was  also 
active  !  His  boundless  fertility  of  invention,  his  un- 
tiring perseverance,  were  taxed  to  the  utmost  in 
averting  the  mischief  threatened  by  the  factious  pro- 
ceedings of  Massachusetts.  Can  the  Democrats  of 
the  South  forget  these  things  7  They  may  find  or 
think  to  find  good  reasons  for  opposing  Mr.  Van 
Buren  as  a  candidate  for  the' Presidency ;  but  can 
they  aid  in  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Webster  ? 

Another  portion  of  the  "  Whig  "  party  is  to  be  found 
in  the  West,  and  particularly  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 
Between  this  portion  and  the  Federal  party  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  gulf  is  almost  as  wide  as  that  which 
separates  the  latter  firom  the  South.  They  agree 
alK>ut  internal  improvements  and  a  national  bank ; 
but  firom  no  portion  of  the  Union  have  the  views  of 
these  States  regarding  protective  duties  met  with  more 
pertinacious  opposition,  than  firom  the  Federal  party 
of  Massachusetts.  Kentucky  is  a  mining,  and  botn 
are  agricultural  States.  The  manufacture  of  iron  is 
extensive  in  the  first,  and  hemp  is  or  will  become  one 
of  its  greatest  agricultural  staples.  Wool  and  whis- 
key, both  agricultural  productions,  are  staples  of  the 
second.  The  manufacturing  interest  of  Massachu- 
setts consists  of  Boston  merchants,  of  those  very 
merchants  who  considered  protecting  duties  uncon- 
stitutional while  their  fiinds  were  invested  in  com- 
merce, and  nott)nly  constitutional,  but  essential  to  the 
salvation  of  the  country,  after  they  had  changed  their 
investments  firom  commerce  to  manufactures.  And 
why  this  change  of  investment  ?  Because  protecting 
duties,  the  imposition  of  which  they  could  not  pre-  - 
vent,  offered  to  them  greater  profits.  It  is  their  right 
and  duty  to  enlarge  their  resources  by  all  &ir  mea- 
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sures ;  but  it  can  hardly  be  deemed  a  &ir  measure 
thus  to  quote  the  constitution  according  to  the  vary- 
ing complexion  of  their  legers ;  thus  to  make  it,  like 
a  ship  that  carries  any  cargo,  or  is  chartered  to  any 
body  that  will  pay,  the  mere  instrument  of  a  mercan- 
tile speculation.  The  species  of  protection  for  which 
this  mercantile  manufacturing  party  have  uniformly 
and  strenuously  contended,  is  a  system  of  prohibitory 
duties  upon  the  woollen  and  cotton  &brics  of  foreign 
countries,  and  a  free  importation  of  the  raw  materials 
for  their  own  fabrics ;  the  exclusion  of  foreign. ships 
from  our  ports,  and  the  privilege  of  furnishing  their 
own  with  foreign  hemp,  canvass  and  iron,  imported  by 
themselves.  They  would  compel  the  landholders  of 
Ohio  to  wear  their  cloths,  but  would  not  permit  them 
to  raise  a  pound  of  wool.  They  would  require  the 
exports  of  Kentucky  to  be  sent  abroad  in  American 
ships,  but  would  not  permit  a  Kentucky  farmer  to 
raise  a  ton  of  hemp,  nor  a  Kentucky  manufacturer  to 
make  a  pound  of  iron.  They  clamor  for  protection 
— to  their  own  interests,  and  seek  those  interests 
through  the  ruin  of  their  neighbours.  Have  the  sons 
of  the  West  forgotten  the  opposition  of  New  England 
to  every  protecting  tariff  ever  discussed  in  Congress 
since  1816  ?  Have  they  forgotten  the  opposition  to 
Western  interests  made  by  New  England  in  1824, 
with  Mr.  Webster  for  its  file  leader  ?  Have  they  for- 
gotten the  Boston  Federal  project  of  the  Harrisburgh 
convention?  Have  they  forgotten  the  contest  m 
Congress  about  the  tariff  of  1828,  when  the  Northern 
Federalists  opposed  protecting  duties  upon  wool, 
hemp,  iron,  indigo  and  molasses  ?  Have  they  forgot-  ^ 
ten  the  stand  made  by  Mr.  Webster  in  the  Senate, 
during  this  contest,  against  the  proposed  duty  on 
hemp  ?  Have  they  forgotten  a  numerous  and  solemn 
meeting  of  the  manufacturers  of  Boston  in  January, 
1833,  in  which  a  proposition  to  aid  the  Middle  and 
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Western  States  in  procuring  duties  upon  iron,  s^t, 
grain,  wool,  hemp  and  sugar,  was  unanimously  and 
clamorously  rejected?  As  this  transaction  plainly 
discloses  the  exclusive  spirit  which  animates  the  ma- 
nufacturing party  of  Boston,  a  history  of  it  may  be 
somewhat  mteresting  to  the  people  of  the  Middle  and 
Western  States.  During  the  troubles  in  South  Ca- 
rolina, arid  a  few  weeks  after  the  meeting  in  Boston 
at  which  Mr.  Webster  made  a  great  CTOrt  in  sup- 
port of  the  President's  proclamation,  all  friendly  to 
American  manufactures  were  invited  to  assemble  ^t 
Faneuil  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  some  de- 
cided opinion  in  favor  of  sustaining  them.  The  in- 
vitation, which  was  published  in  nearly  all  the  news- 
papers in  Boston,  was  addressed  to  all  political  sects, 
whether  Federal  or  Democratic,  who  were  at  all  in 
fevor  of  protecting  duties.  The  meeting  assembled 
on  the  28th  of  January,  1833,  and  was  sufficiently 
numerous  to  fill  a  hall  capable  of  containing  about 
five  thousand  persons ;  and  of  those  assembled,  not 
less  than  four  thousand  were  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
avowed  objects  of  the  meeting.  The  Federalists  ge- 
nerally were  there,  the  officers  of  the  meeting  were 
selected  from  that  party,  and  its  whole  character  and 
complexion  were  strongly  Federal.  The  Chairman 
6f  the  meeting  was  the  present  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  State,  and  a  Federalist  of  the  straitest  sect. 
After  the  meeting  had  been  open^,  several  resolu- 
tions were  ofiered,  the  substance  of  which  was  that 
jio  change  in  the  tariff  laws  ought  to  be  made,  t^at 
would  endanger  the  principle  of  protection,  or  com- 

Eromit  the  interests  of  New  England.  .  After  a  mem- 
er  of  the  meeting  had  made  a  few  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  these  resolution,  another  member,  a  Democrat, 
arose  and  offered  several  resolutions,  stating  that  they 
,were  in  aid  of  the  general  objects  of  the  meeting,.aila 
inm^diately  sat  down.    The  oihstiace  of  these  reso 
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iQtioDs,  excepting  the  first,  was  that  Congreas  and 
the  Executive  ouglit  to  be  sustained,  and  would  be 
sui^ained  by  the  citizens  composing  that  meetings  in 
all  constitutional  measures  for  suppressing  ini^rrec- 
tions  and  rebellions,  and  maintaining  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  in  the  several  states  and  territories.  The  first 
resolutiou  was  in  the  followinjg  words. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  deprecate  any  changes  in  the 
national  legislation  which  may  affect  injuriously  the  manu- 
facturing industry  of  New  England,  we  offer  our  hearty  con- 
currence in  any  modification  of  the  existing  laws  that  mdy 
Sromote  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  industry  of  the 
fiddle  and  Western  States,  particularly  in  the  making  ef 
iron  and  salt,  and  in  the  raising  of  grain,  wool,  hemp  and 
sugar. 

These  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table,  a  step  in 
the  usual  course,  as  a  discussion  was  pending  upon 
the  resolutions  first  offered.  After  one  or  two  mem- 
bers of  the  meeting  had  delivered  their  views  upon 
the  resolutions  first  offered,  the  person  who  offered 
the  second  rose  to  speak,  not  particularly  upon  the 
resolutions  offered  by  himself,  but  upon  the  whole 
subject  before  the  meeting.  He  was  heard,  not  only 
with  patience,  but  apparent  approbation,  till  he  ut- 
tered the  following  remarks. 

^'  In  a  country  like  this,  almost  houndljsss  in  extent,  and 
embracing  almost  every  variety  of  soil,  climate  and  produc- 
tion, and  consequently  presenting  a  great  diversity  of  inte- 
rests, all  legislation  must  be  the  effect  of  compromise.  No 
one  section  can  obtain  all  that  it  wants ;  nor  any  thing  that 
it  wants,  without  conceding  something  to  the  others.  We 
must  then  say  to  our  brethren  of  the  Middle  and  Western 
States,  that  we  are  ready  to  give  them  all  the  protection 
which  they  ask  for  their  interests,  provided  they  will  aid  us 
in  sustaiumg  ours." 

These  remarks  were  received  with  a  general  shout 
of  disaj^robation,  which  was  persisted  in,  notwith- 
36 
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dMicUi^  reifeBtei  (xdte  to  odter  by  the  ehainnatt,  ifll 
the  q^eaker  sat  dowti.  After  two  or  thi^  otheis  of 
the  meeting  had  addreis^  it,  the  resolution  ^b&w 
recited  was  called  up  eeparately)  and  a  member  fk 
tfie  meeting  who  attempted  to  oppcse  it,  was  not  per«> 
dutCed  to  p9t>ceed ;  so  decided  were  those  present 
against  the  propositions  which  it  contained,  that  thejr 
would  not  permit  them  to  be  discussed.  A  motion  to 
postpone  it  indefinitely  was  then  carried  hy  acclama- 
tion. Tlie  following  facts  prove  that  this  opposition 
to  the  resolution  proceeded  from  hostility  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  and  that 
cause  cmly.  1st,  When  the  person  who  offer«d  this 
resolution  first  rose,  and  before  he  had  time  to  read 
it  or  utter  a  word^  he  was  received  with  loud  and  ge- 
neral tokens  of  approbation  ;  2d3  This  resolution  was 
received  in  silencSj  those  which  accompanied  it  with 
shouts  of  approbation ;  3d,  The  chairman  of  the 
meeting  requested  the  mover  to  withdraw  this 
particular  resolution ;  4th,  The  meeting  heard  the 
mover  of  it  with  apparent  approbation,  when  speak- 
ing upon  the  whole  subject  before  the  meeting,  until 
he  uttered  the  foregoing  remarks  in  favor  of  the  Mid- 
dle and  Western  States,  and  then  he  was  not  per- 
mitted to  proceed ;  5th,  This  resolution  was  inaefi* 
nitely  postponed  by  acclamation. 

Here  then  was  an  opinion  upon  the  interests  of  the 
Middle  and  Western  States,  distinctly  expressed  h^ 
the  manu&cturing  interest  of  Boston ;  and  this  opi^ 
nion  was  that — ^f  hey  would  hear  nothing  ABOtrr 
THEM  !  !*    Such  then  is  the  sympathy  for  Western 


M  Atn^Attental  ptrnd^ie  «f  rcpu^cankm,  freedom  of  gpeeeh  and  of  d»» 
bat^  IS  very  common  with  the  Federal  party  of  Boston,  extraordinanr 
as  the  fact  may  seem  in  other  oarts  of  oar  country.  It  is  extraordt- 
nary  that  such  a  practice  should  prevail  among  a  people  who  boast 
1^  weir  tmibttcan  bi4i^  of  the  MpubiieaB  eharaeter  of  thair  iUitita- 
tions,  and  of  their  steady  habits  and  love  of  order ;  and  particularly  ex- 
ihi/bmMtey  thtttif  AtMMpfevidlBliioftg«ptfty  whohittd  *lWl9«4laiMip- 
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interest  which  has  been  efrinced  by  die  "Whig" 
pMTty  o(  Ma/38achDseU3  I  Such  is  the  ccHqieiatiw 
which  the  Middle  and  Western  States  are  to  espeQt 
fiom  this  party,  should  it  again  acquire  any  contr^ 
over  the  Federal  goFernment.  During  the  whole 
period  of  these  contests  for  protection  to  manufBu^tareey 
who  stood  by  the  Bcma  of  die  West  ?  More  especially 
during  the  long  and  angry  debate  npon  the  tariff  of 
1828i  which  was  eminently  the  hour  of  need  to  the 
West,  who  stood  by  tliem,  too  sagacious  to  be  duped, 
toa  firm  to  be  intimidated,  too  peraev^ing  to  be 
wearied  ?  New  York !  Yes  1  The  p-eat  State  of 
New  York,  with  the  exception  of  the  city,  firmly  sua* 
tained  the  West  in  seeking  protection  to  its  great 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests.    But  an* 

«d  superiority  ever  its  opponents,  in  talents,  knowledge  and  "  respect- 
ability." To  this  party  it  is  codSned ;  for  whfle  numerous  instances 
may  oe  cited  of  violent  interruptions  of  Democratic  meetings  by  Fe- 
deralists, not  one  can  be  cited  of  similar  proceedings  among  Demo- 
crats towards  Federal  meetings.  An  instance  of  such  disorder  oo« 
carred  in  the  wintar  of  1834,  which  prodacsed  occurrcncofi  of  a  very 
JudicTL'ua  chnracier,  A  DB^rrujcradc  nif^ctinq  of  I  hose  friendly  to  the 
national  admmisf ration  wfta  held  ai  Faneuil  Hall,  for  the  purpose 
<if  fjtpreaaitig  their  opinion*  lipt^a  th«  msa^nres  of  tho  Eiecufiv^e  to- 
wards the  bank  of  the  Dniled  Statta.  As,  from  their  fre<jaent  occur- 
rence on  formur  occojiiionsi,  dJE^orderlp  Lnterniptiona  from  the  Fed^ 
raliBte  were  aniicipated  on  tliia.  a  numcrona  committee  were  appointed 
before  th<^  meeting  nsacmbled,  to  diHtribuie  ihemaelvea  through  the 
ball,  and  to  mark  with  dialk,  the  back  a  of  those  dstectod  to  hiaaing^ 
sbnuting^  and  oLber  acta  of  diaordsrly  interruption.  The  dlaorder 
being  flo  great  as  to  prevent  the  basinesaof  the  meetine  from  proeecd- 
ii^,  n  motion  was  carried,  that  all  rioters  be  roquostod  to  dtapart,  and 
on  th«lr  refuaal,  be  forcibly  ejected.  They  not  complying  with  this 
Tcquest,  the  committee  were  ordered  to  eject  them ;  which  was  im* 
laedSately  done,  to  th*j  fifreat  wonder  of  the  guikyby  whot  means  they 
had  been  dctectijd-  It  was  not  till  they  had  becr^  collected  in  con  al- 
terable numbers  outaide  of  the  hall,  thai  they  discovered  the  leeret 
m  beholding;  the  markn  upon  the  back*  of  each  other.  Sowmj  wiw 
forcibly  res  i  a  ted  were  marked,  n  at  only  with  chalked  hackst  but  with 
bi fjrk  eyejf  and  hhody  notes.  The  ejecied  were  nearly  oJl  persona  of 
retrpietiibilUy^  in  the  FedfiraJ  sense  of  the  term ;  some  being  Federal 
lawyers,  and  many  were  Federal  merchants  j  and  it  waa  certainly  a 
singular  spectacle  to  behold  peraona  whose  whole  appaarance  indi- 
cated a  knowledge  of  better  ihinga  than  diaorderly  intorrupiioas  of 
public  meetings,  marched  through  the  crowd  hke  convicts  in  fhe 
hands  of  police  officers^  Uierally  turned  out  of  doorSj  and  ae  they  p4r_; 
filled  their  way  !hrou|ijh  the  str^jetSj  cihibitinff  their  backs  marked 
like  a  flock  of  sheep. 
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odier  considieration  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the 
West,  especially  to  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 
A  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  both  remember  the 
events  of  the  late  war.  No  States  sent  greater  nuin- 
bers  to  the  field,  and  tione  suffered  more  severely. 
In  Kentucky  especially,  almost  every  fiunily  was 
clad  in  mourning  for  a  slaughtered  relative.  And 
while  her  best  blood  flowed  in  torrents  beneath  the 
tomahawk  of  the  savage  and  the  bayonet  of  his  equally 
savage  employer,  how  were  those  engaged  who  now 
offer  Mr.  Webster  as  the  great  champion  of  their 
principles  ?  In  devising  and  executing  measures  to 
paralj^  the  arm  of  the  national  government !  In 
proclaiming  that  the  enemies  of  the  country,  whose 
outrages  drove  it  into  the  contest,  had  done  it  no  es- 
sential injury !  In  proclaiming  by  official,  legisla- 
tive resolutions,  that  the  war  was  wicked,  and  that 
it  was  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  people  to 
rejoice  in  its  successes !  In  proclaiming  through  the 
press  that  all  who  furnished  means  for  prosecuting 
It  should  be  accounted  infanums  !  In  publicly  ex- 
pressing hopes  that  all  en^;aged  in  it  as  soldiers  might 
perish  !  And  what  was  Mr.  Webster's  part  in  these 
proceedings  ?  Most  gladly  would  his  partisans  draw 
the  veil  of  oblivion  over  it !  But  it  is  written  in  the 
records  of  the  times,  and  cannot  be  forgotten  !  The 
shades  of  the  slaughtered  sons  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio 
yet  rise  up  before  their  children  and  surviving  relatives, 
and  like  the  ghost  of  Hamlet,  exclaim — ^Remember. 
But  it  may  be  urged  that,  if  the  election  of  Mr. 
Webster  would  restore  the  influence  of  the  Federal 
party  of  Massachusetts  to  the  administration  of  the 
executive  department  of  the  government,  this  party 
cannot  affect  the  policy  of  the  country.  That,  they 
will  say,  must  depend  upon  legislative,  and  not  exe^ 
eutive  action,  and  no  President  can  exercise  a  gene^ 
ral  influence  over  the  former.    But  the  history  oT  our 
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l^^iuneut  dioes  not  support  thin  coadusion*  Ofx 
<bd  coiUrary,  it  shows  Hmt  the  iiiflueuce  of  the  Ex^ 
cutiv^  upoH  pablic  policy  is  controlling.  Every  Presi- 
dent, excepting  Gener^  Wadjington,  hgs  been  the 
ostensible  he&a  of  a  party,  and  owed  his  election  0 
some  great  party  principles^  This,  in  a  representa- 
tive government,  as  not  only  necessary,  but  useful : 
Decessary,  because  all  men  cannot  think  alike,  ana 
useful,  because  it  tends  to  keep  first  principles  con- 
linually  in  sight.  Ambition  being  a  natural  sind  con^ 
imon  sentiment,  the  few  are  always  endeavoring  to 
encroach  upon  the  many ;  and  the  history  of  man 
isihows,  and  will  continue  to  show,  a  perpetual  strug- 
gle between  governors  and  governed,  th6  one  to  ac- 
quire, the  other  to  retain.  Parties,  therefore,  must 
Qud  ought  to  exist,  and  it  is  only  when  they  de^ene- 
jrate  into  Actions,  and  trample  upon  first  priuseipl^, 
that  they  become  dan^rous. 

A  President  of  the  united  States  must  then  be  die 
chief  of  a  party,  and  this  without  being  less  the  chief 
executive  of  the  nation,  or  less  disposed  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  wl]Lole.  Upon  their  own  views  of 
public  welfiire  have  his  party  elected  him,  and  have 
selected  him  firom  among  all  others,  because  they  con- 
fided in  his  ability  and  zeal  in  carrying  their  great 
party  principles  into  c^ration.  In  such  contests^  the 
object  of  the  great  body  of  a  party  must  necessarily 
be  public  welfere.  They  have  no  private  ends,  they 
do  not  seek  office,  axid  cannot  expect  that  the  govern- 
ment will  be  administered  to  promote  their  interests 
as  individuals,  distinct  from  the  interest  of  alL  Th^ 
always  mean  ri^Ai^  and  whenever  they  do  wrongs 
tba  error  is  in  judgment  and  not  intention.  The^ 
jDereiy  seek  protection  of  their  right  to  mind  thenr 
own  business.  With  these  views,  and  with  that  con- 
fidence in  their  chief  which  led  them  to  select  Ima 
tibwjf  will  generdly  affosd  him  zealous  suj^iport  iin  aa 
36* 
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measures  of  public  policy  recommended  or  adopted 
by  him.  Nor  is  this  support  afforded  by  the  people 
only.  As  are  the  politics  of  the  President,  so  will  be 
those  of  every  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress 
elected  by  the  same  party.  They  are  all  representa- 
tives of  one  cause,  servants  of  one  people ;  and  what- 
ever course  shall  be  pursued  by  the  President  con- 
formable to  the  great  principles  upon  which  he  was 
elected,  will  generally  be  sustained  by  the  great  ma- 
jority of  his  party,  botfi  in  and  out  of  office.  The  in- 
fluence of  John  Adams,  not  a  personal  but  a  political 
influence,  carried  his  party  to  the  support  of  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  la\Vs,  and  the  war  with  France;  that  of 
Jefferson  to  the  Judiciary  bill,  the  purchase  of  Loui- 
siana, and  the  Embargo;  that  of  Madison  to  the  war 
with  Great  Britain;  that  of  Jackson  has  overthrown 
the  Bank.  In  short,  the  political  influence  of  the 
President,  if  faithful  to  the  principles  upon  which  he 
was  elected,  is  controlling,  and  will  carry  along  with 
him  the  great  majority  of  his  party. 

In  the  United  States,  twa  parties  have  always  ex- 
isted and  always  wUl;  democrats  and  aristocrats, 
those  who  believe  that  society  requires  few  restraints, 
and  those  who  believe  that  it  requires  many.  Of  the 
latter  are  the  old  Federal  party  of  Massachusetts,  and 
their  candidate  for  the  Presidency  is  Mr.  Webster. 
As  already  shown,  he  is  fast  bound  by  the  manacles 
of  the  aristocratic  spirits  who  lead  this  party,  and 
should  he  be  elected,  will  restore  their  power  and  in- 
fluence. He  would  indeed  be  the  nominal  chief  of 
the  party,  and  as  such,  carry  along  with  him  all  its 
troops  and  regimental  officers.  But  he  would  be  un- 
der the  command  of  the  aristocratic  and  aspiring  few 
who  have  always  directed  the  politics  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  they,  in  his  name,  would  jwrescribe  the 
general  course  ol  his  administration. 

If  then  the  Democracy  of  the  Union  is  imwiUing  to 
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hid  in  the  restoration  of  Massachusetts  Federalism, 
how  will  it  avert  such  catastrophe?  It  cannot  by 
blind  confidence  in  its  own  strength,  or  by  lightly  es- 
timating that  of  its  foe.  The  strength  of  the  "  Whig" 
party  is  too  formidable  to  be  justly  contemned.  It  is 
doubtless  inferior  to  the  Democratic  party  in  numeri* 
cal  force,  but  superior  in  zeal,  discipline  and  other  re- 
sources. One  point  of  its  superiority  is  cunning. 
The  Democratic  party,  with  a  generous  confidence  in 
the  justice  of  its  cause,  and  in  the  appearances  and 
indications  of  despondency  which  have  lately  been 
manifested  among  the  "  Whigs,"  rely  ujwn  victory  as 
already  achieved.  A  consequence  of  this  will  be,  not 
the  defection,  but  the  neglect  of  large  bodies  at  the 
polls,  erroneously  conceivinff  that  in  the  plenitude  of 
its  strength,  the  party  will  not  require  their  votes. 
No  delusion  could  be  more  fi'aught  with  danger,  and 
no  delusion  could  the  "  WWg"  party  be  more  soUci- 
tous  to  encourage.  In  this  delusion  is  their  main 
hope  of  victory.  Should  the  Democmtic  party  rise 
in  its  might,  and  discharge  its  duty  as  one  man,  its 
numerical  sifperiority,  of  which  no  reasonable  doubt 
can  be,  or  is  entertained,  even  by  its  opponents, 
would  secure  a  triumph.  But  should  it,  induing  in 
fidse  security,  omit  any  exertions,  tiie  "Whigs," 
thoroughly  chsciplined  and  guided  by  skilful  com- 
manders, would  steal  by  strata^m  what  they  could 
not  win  in  fair  battle,  and  the  Democratic  party 
would  wake  firom  its  delusion  with  the  mortifying 
reflection,  that,  with  superior  force,  it  had  been  beaten 
by  superior  skill. 

The  "Whigs"  perfectly  understood  the  advantages 
to  be  gained  by  this  delusion,  and  will  therefore  pro- 
pagate it  industriously.  Their  journals  do  not  openly 
declare  a  surrender,  K)r  this  would  be  an  expenment 
upon  the  cieduUty  of  the  Democratic  party  that  woukl 
inevitably  &il.    It  would  at  once  excite  a  general 
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9iu^iciaa  of  sUatAgsm,  a»d  roiue  that  verv  li^ftrnm 
y^ikch  they  are  emeaviMriiig  to  allay,  ^ul;  m  oral 
CommunicatioDS,  in  the  casml  intercoursa  of  aocialy, 
i^  opinioa  will  be  industriously  ciroulatad  that  tb^ 
<<  Whigp^"  despairing  of  success^  will  probably  oato 
jM>  very  slareouous  ^ffi>rts ;  tbat  they  wIU  iodaod  ante 
a  demonstration  of  supporting  their  candidate^  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  or^nization  of  their 
party  for  a  more  auspicious  period ;  but  that  their 
troops  will  not  be  generally  byrought  into  the  field, 
and  that  they  r^^d  the  conitest  as  already  decided 
against  them.  £i  the  mean  time,  their  aming^nents 
are  perfect,  their  discipline  complete,  and  every  man 
of  tndr  troops  will  have  his  orders,  and  will  i»romptly 
obey  them. 

The  '^  Whigs"  have  been  defeated  in  some  jStaies 
where  they  were  almost  sure  of  victory ;  particularly 
in  Connecticut  and  Virginia.  In  the  latter,  a  victory 
was  deemed  highly  important^  because  it  would  serve 
as  a  decisive  indication,  a  test  of  political  sentiment 
among  the  Southern  States,  and  thus  by  showing  that 
the  Democratic  party  was  defeated  in  its  himerlo 
strong  holdf  the  South,  would  carry  dismay  among 
Us  ranks  in  the  North  aud  West.  Great  exertioas 
were  Uierelbre  made.  The  Democrats  met  th^n  with 
corres^nduig  zeal^  aud  hardy  achieved  a  victory. 
The  recaalt  proves  that  the  Democratic  party  is  m- 
deed  the  stroitgest  in  Virginia,  but  not  strong  enough 
to  dispense  with  rh*-:  aid  of  auy  portion  oi  its  adhi»- 
grants.  U  can  conquer  only  by  faithfuUy  perferanog 
its  duty.  Warned  by  these  and  othex  receni  indioar 
lions,  ^  <<  Wh^"  witt  resort  to  stratagem.  They 
will  make  a  pcnnt  of  surreiidering,  Sut  wiU  be 
Ihtoeiigbly  prepared  if^  a  cendbiiiwo  and  vi9(»aa8 

1%e  Demecmtte  p«^  should  not  ^ea  denve  loa 
W9^'^  €on&leni^  from  recent  suoeesses;  shouUl  not 
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indulge  in  any  careless  belief  of  its  invincibility. 
Those  who,  flushed  with  repeated  victories,  imbibe 
the  belief  that  they  cannot  be  beaten,  and  therefore 
relax  in  the  very  discipline,  the  very  efforts  by  which 
those  victories  were  obtained,  are  not  far  from  defeat; 
and  of  all  defeats,  the  most  mortifying  are  those 
which  are  induced  by  neglect  of  the  exertions  that 
would  have  insured  a  triumph. 

The  great  battle  is  yet  to  be  fought.  The  enemy 
of  Democracy,  alike  formidable  in  numbers,  skill, 
pertinacity  and  "  the  sinews  of  war,"  is  in  the  field ; 
and  with  that  ready  versatility,  that  inffenious  adap- 
tation of  means  to  circumstances  which  characterize 
all  its  movements,  will  fight  openly  or  in  ambuscade, 
as  either  mode  affords  the  best  assurance  of  success. 
The  Democratic  party  is  the  strongest  and  can  pre- 
vail, but  only  BY  THE  DETERMINATION  OF 
EVERY  DEMOCRAT  TO  DO  HIS  DUTY. 
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tr.  8.  Sduttmtr  AHel^  PutHn-Bay,  \M.  Sepietnhtif,  181dt 
Siftt-^In  my  last  I  informed  you,  that  we  nad  captured  the  enemy't 
Heet  on  this  lake.  I  hate  now  the  honor  to  f^re  you  the  most  impoi^ 
tant  particulars  of  the  action.  On  the  mormng  of  the  lOth  inst.  at 
Bun-nse,  they  were  discovered  from  Put'in-Bay,  where  I  lay  at  anchot 
with  the  squadron  under  my  command.  We  got  under  weigh,  the  wmd 

rit  at  S.  W.  and  stood  for  them.   At  10  A.  M.  the  wind  hauled  w)  8, 
and  brought  us  to  windward ;  formed  the  line  and  brought  up.  At 
15  minutes  before  12,  the  enemy  commenced  firing ;  at  5  minutes  be* 

5)re  12,  the  action  commenced  on  our  part    Findmg  then*  fire  terjT 
estmctive,  owing  to  their  long  guns,  and  its  being  mostly  directed  to 
the  LawTfr^ncn,  1  made  sjitl,  niid  directed  tht'  '  w, 

for  the  nurposf?  of  cbaiiig  with  th(?  enemy.     E\.  r     r;        i  viTe 

bdng  gtioi  away,  she  hccaine  unmifiageable,  iiuiwiihslauJing  the 
great  exertions  of  ihe  datlmg  Master.  In  this  simmitin  she  eacistftmed 
ftie  action  npwfirdif  of  two  hour*,  wiihin  eaiimaier  shol  dbiaacc^  ttntJl 
every  jfUTi  whb  rendered  useless,  and  a  greater  part  of  the  crew  either 
killed  or  wounded ^  Find! Tig  abe  couia  no  longer  annoy  the  eneniy,  I 
left  her  in  charge  of  Lt.  TTarnalJ,  who,  I  was  convinced,  from  the  bra- 
very already  displayed  by  him,  wonld  do  what  would  eomport  wirh  the 
honor  of  the  (lag.  At  half  i>ttst  2,  ihe  wind  spHnKins  up^  Cajitain  El- 
bott  was  enabled  to  biinff  his  veseel,  the  Niagara,  gallantly  into  dotie 
action  j  I  immediately  went  on  board  of  her,  when  he  anticipated  my 
wiA  by  volun teeing  lo  hrin#;  the  achoonera,  which  had  beCTi  kept 
astern  by  ihe  lightness  of  the  wind^  into  do^e  aetton.  It  was  with 
uiiapeakable  pain  that  I  Eiaw,  aoon  after  I  f?ot  on  board  the  Niagara, 
the  flafj  of  the  Lnwrence  come:  down^  although  I  waa  perfeclly  Mnai- 
ble  that  she  had  bt^n  defended  to  the  last,  and  that  to  naTo  continu&d 
10  make  p  ahrrv  of  rcsiBtaneo  would  have  been  a  wanton  eaorifica  of 
the  remain ■g  of  her  brave  crow.  But  Lhe  enemy  waa  nol  able  to  take 
poeseaijion  of  her.  and  circumstances  soon  permitted  her  !lae  again  to 
ne  hoisted.  At  45  minntea  past  two,  the  signal  was  made  for  '  close 
tction/*  The  Niagara  being  very  little  injuredT  I  determined  to  ptss 
through  the  enemy' a  line,  bore  np  and  pass  ahead  of  their  two  ihipe 
■*nd  a  brig,  giving  a  raking  fire  to  them  irom  the  starboard  guns  And 
TO  9  lB?ige  schooner  and  eloop.from  tbcIarbLatd  eidcj  at  half  ptstol  shot 
dlHtanc:^.  The  smaller  vessol^ii  at  this  time  having  fft>t  within  ^rape 
and  canniatCT  distance,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Elliott,  and  keerp- 
rng  Tip  a  well  direrted  fire,  the  two  ships,  a  brig,  and  a  schooner  sur- 
rendered^ a  i&chooDer  and  sloop  making  a  vain  attempt  ta  escspe. 
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Those  officers  and  men  who  were  immediately  under  my  obsemh 
tion  evinced  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  others 
conducted  themselves  as  became  American  officers  and  seamen. 
Lieut  Tarnall,  first  of  the  Lawrence,  although  several  times  wounded, 
refused  to  quit  the  deck.  Midshipman  Forrest,  (doing  duty  as  lieuten- 
ant) and  Sailing  Master  Taylor  were  of  great  assistance  to  me.  I 
have  great  pain  m  stating  to  you  the  death  of  Lieut.  Brooke  of  the  ma- 
rines, and  Midshipman  Laab,  both  of  the  Lawrence,  and  Midshipman 
John  Clark,  of  the  Scorpion ;  they  were  valuable  officers.  Mr.  Ham- 
bleton.  Purser,  who  volunteered  his  services  on  deck,  was  severely 
wounded  late  in  the  action.  Midshipman  Claxton  and  Swartwout,  of 
the  Lawrence,  were  severelv  wounded.  On  board  the  Niagara,  Ldeuts. 
Smith  and  Edwards,  and  Midshipman  Webster,  (doing  duty  as  Sail- 
ing Master,)  behaved  in  a  very  handsome  manner.  Capt.  Brevoort, 
of  the  army,  who  acted  as  a  volunteer  in  the  capacity  of  a  marine  offi- 
cer on  board  that  vessel,  is  an  excellent  and  brave  officer,  and  with  his 
musketry,  did  great  execution.  Lieut  Turner,  commanding  the  Cale- 
donia, brought  that  vessel  into  action  in  the  most  able  manner,  and  is 
an  officer  loat  in  all  situations  may  be  relied  upon.  The  Ariel,  Lieut 
Packet,  and  Scorpion,  Sailing  Masier  Champlin,  were  enabled  to  get 
early  into  the  action,  and  were  of  great  service.  Capt  Elliott  speaks  in 
the  highest  tenus  of  Mr.  Magrath,  Purser,  who  haa  been  despatched  in 
a  boat  on  service,  previous  to  my  getting  on  board  the  Niagara  {  and, 
being  a  seaman,  smce  the  action  has  rendered  essential  service  m  ta- 
king charge  of  one  of  the  prizes.  Of  Capt  Elliott  already  so  well 
known  to  the  government,  it  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  speak. 
In  this  action  he  evinced  his  characteristic  bravery  and  judgment  and 
since  the  close  of  the  action,  has  given  me  the  most  able  and  essential 
assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  retiun  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  relative  force  of  the  squadrons.  Tho 
Capt.  and  First  Lieut,  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  First  Lieut  of  the 
Detroit  were  killed.  Capt.  Barclay,  senior  officer,  and  the  comman- 
ds* of  the  Lady  Prevost,  severely  wounded.  Their  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  I  havp  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain ;  it  must,  however, 
have  been  very  great. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Jon«s,  O.  H.  PERRY. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


B.-L 

Unitbd  States*  Sloop  Omtabio.  iVew  York,  i6ih  AprU.  1816. 
Sir,— In  a  conversation  with  some  or  the  officers  of  the  service,  I  am 
informed  that  in  consequence  of  an  opinion  formed  by  a  Court  of  In- 
quiry on  the  loss  of  the  British  fleet  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  10th  Sept. 
1834,  my  vessel,  the  Niagara,  is  reflected  on  bv  some  who  are  inimical 
to  our  service,  I  wish  it  understood  that  earl;  after  the  action,  I  ap- 
plied to  the  Navy  Department  for  an  investigation  into  the  facts  of  the 
action.  It  was  not  granted.  Justice  to  myself^  friends,  and  the  service 
I  have  the  honor  to  belong  to,  compels  me  to  ask  that  the  Court  at  pre- 
sent inquiring  into  the  losses  of  the  President,  Frolic,  and  Rattlesnake, 
may  be  instructed  to  inform  the  country  of  the  part  I  bore  in  the  actioa 
of  the  10th  Sept  1813,  and  whether  or  not,  did  the  Niagara  attempt  to 
make  her  escape  fix>m  the  enemy  (as  stated  by  the  Bntish  court)    A 
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Urge  numborof  the  officers  who  were  onboard  the  fleet,  are  at  present 
in  this  squadron ;  the  investigation  will  require  but  a  day  or  two,  and  I 
presume  will  not  delay  the  sailing  of  the  squadron. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Eluott. 

B.-2. 

Navy  DepartmenL  Aprii^  1815. 
Sir,— The  Court  of  Inqnuy,  now  sitting  at  New- York,  is  oraered  to 
proceed  immediately,  to  the  mvestigation  requested  by  your  letter  of  the 
16th  inst. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  pervant 

B.   W.   CaOWNIMSHISLD. 

Capt  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  Sloop  Ontario,  New- York. 

B.— 3. 

Navy  Department^  Afril  SOth,  1815. 
Sir,— It  has  been  stated  to  this  Department,  that  by  the  proceedings  of 
«  Court  of  Inquiry  in  Great  Britain,  ordered  to  investigate  the  causes  of 
the  lossof  the  Bntish  fleet  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1813, 
the  conduct  of  Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  of  the  United  States'  Navy,  who 
commanded  the  brig  Niagara  on  that  day,  is  misrepresented.— J uhtice 
to. the  reputation  of  Capt.  Elliott,  and  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
requires  that  a  true  statement  or  the  facts  in  relation  to  bis  conduct  on 
that  occasion  be  exhibited  to  the  world.  The  Court,  therefore,  of  which 
you  are  president,  will  immediately  prO'^eed  to  inquire  into  the  same, 
to  ascertain  the  part  he  sustained  in  the  action  of  that  day,  and  report  its 
opinion  thereon  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  Cbowninshuld. 
Com.  Alexanlxe  Murbat,  New- York. 

B.-4. 

Apul  24th,  1816.  7^  Court  met  in  pursuance  cif  the  foregoing 
Orders. 

fSBSSMT. 

Com.  MuBBAT,  President.  Capt.  Evans,  { iLrom»u»ro 

EExNBT  Whbaton,  Judge  Advocate.      Lt.  Com't.  RoaBBs.  J  J»e™^^B- 

TheC  ourt  being[  duly  sworn, (together  with  the  Judge  Advocate)  pro- 
ceeded to  inquire  into  the  facts  relative  to  the  conduct  ofCapt  Elliott 
in  the  action  of  the  10th  Sept.  1813,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Lieut.  Nelson  Webster^  late  Sailing  Ma&ter  of  the  Niagara,  was 
sworn. 

Question  by  the  Court— Having  seen  and  read,  Capt.  Perry's  official 
account  of  tne  action  of  the  10th  Sept.  1813,  on  Lake  Erie,  please  to 
state  whether  it  contains  a  correct  statement  of  facts  1 

Answer.    I  believe  it  does. 

Question.  By  the  Judge  Advocate— What  further  do  you  know  re- 
specting the  subject  matter  of  this  inquiry  7 

Answer.  Jus|  at  daylight,  on  the  10th  Sept.  1813,  we  were  in  Put- 
in-Bay, and  discovered  the  enemy's  fleet.  A  signal  was  made  by  Capt. 
Perry,  and  we  immediately  got  under  weigh,  and  beat  out  of  the  bay— 
37 
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the  wind  a-%ead.  After  We  got  out,  the  wind  being  li«^;  it  Ai^^ 
which  gave  us  the  weather-gage.  We  made  sail  in  pursuit,  and  a 
signal  was  made  for  each  vessefto  take  its  station.  The  Lawrencs 
led  the  van,  the  Caledonia  next,  and  then  the  Niagara,  in  close  older. 
The  small  vessels  were  a-stem.  The  enemy  commenced  the  fire  upon 
the  headmost  vessel  at  1 5  m.  before  noon,  which  the  Lawrence  re- 
turned at  about  noon,  at  the  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
enemy.  Capt.  Elhott  directed  me  to  commence  from  my  division  with 
a  kmg  IS.  Soon  afler,  we  fired  one  or  two  broadsides  from  the  car- 
ronades.  Capt.  Elliott  directed  us  to  cease  firing  the  carronades,  as 
the  shot  fell  short,  and  to  continue  firing  the  long  gun.  The  eneny 
were  principally  directing  their  fire,  at  this  moment^  against  the  Law* 
rence.  We  were  using  every  exertion  to  get  down.  The  wind  was 
light.  It  was  at  half  past  12,  that  we  commenced  firing  our  carronades, 
at  long  gun-shot  distance,  and  we  being  to  windward,  were  continually 
nearing  the  enemy.  We  continued  the  action  with  light  winds,  con- 
tinually bearing  down  in  our  station,  until  about  2  o'clock :  when  the 
Lawrence  was  disabled.  Previous  to  that,  Capt.  Elliott  directed  the 
Caledonia  to  bear  up  and  give  him  room  to  close  with  the  Lawrence. 
The  Caledonia  dropped  to  the  leeward  of  us,  and  the  Lawrence 
dropped  out  of  the  hne,  nearly  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  wind 
sprang  up,  and  Capt.  Elliott  made  sail  to  close  with  the  headmost 
ship.  After  we  got  into  close  action,  I  was  knock^  down,  and  car- 
ried below.  When  I  came  on  deck  again,  I  found  Capt.  Perry  on 
board.  Captain  Elliott  was  in  the  gun  boats,  and  the  action  still  con- 
tinuing.   In  about  25  minutes  afterwards  the  enemy  struck. 

Ctuestion  by  the  Court.  What  was  the  force  of  our  squadron,  as  to 
size  of  vessels,  description,  number  of  guns,  and  men  1 

A.  It  consisted  of  the  brig  Lawrence  of  20  guns,  eighteen  32  pound 
carronades,  and  two  long  12'8 ;  the  brig  Niagara  of  20  guns  of  the 
same  description  and  about  160  men,  of  which  not  more  than  120 
were  fit  for  duty— she  wa^  not  well  manned,  as  she  had  25  militia 
mpH  and  about  30  eoldieTs,  and  a  great  number  of  blacks,  only  one  of 
vvtiom  was  a  ^eatfian  ;  ihn  brigCnledurjlA  of  3  guns,  long  12's  or  IS's; 
the  gchooner  isomers  of  two  puns  3  echoorjet  Ariel  of  three  gims,  one 
of  which  burai  hi  the  faction— I  du  not  ri^mentber  the  Scorpion's  force ; 
the  frchooner  TigTCflji  of  one  gun,  a  long  ^3  pounder :  the  Porcupine 
and  Trippe,  saine.  I  liid  not  consider  the  vBseels  so  well  maniMa  as 
our  vessels  centrally  are  on  the  ocean. 

(i,     WhaT  was  tile  en  em  y*a  force  1 

A.  In  close  action  they  ware  not  superior  to  us,  in  nay  opinion  1  but 
from  the  lif^httieesi  of  the  wind,  the  situation  01  tne  fleets,  and  the 
extemy's  having  long  suns,  1  coosidcred  them  superior. 

Q..  Did  the  enetijy's  vessela  appear  to  he  as  badly  manned  as  re- 
preeeiited  to  the  Bntiah  Court  Mardal  before  whom  Capt.  Barcli^ 
was  tried? 

A-  The  statement  givtin  before  that  court,  I  consider  to  be  false.  I 
infer  it  from  the  appearance  of  the  Detroit  after  the  action.  I  saw 
GO  wounded  mi^n  on  board  het  which  I  believe  to  have  been  seamen. 
I  believe  the  (^neniy  had  more  than  the  t^  umber  of  Britvh  seamen 
stated. 

Q.  What  command  had  Capt.  EHmt  in  the  action  1 
'     A.  He  had  command  of  the  Ningam. 

H.  Did  he  do  oil  m  his  power  to  gain  a  nearer  position  7  and  when 
•  CaipL  JPerry  went  on  board  of  the  Nia|;ara,  did  you  see  any  thingjn 
Ciibt  0Liott's  condua  that  indicated  an  iniention  on  his  part  to  make 
sail  from  the  enemy. 

A.  He  did  all  in  his  pow^r  to  gain  a  neatcf  {tosition.    I  never  oh- 
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served  aiAr  ifttentioii  on  his  part  to  mtke  sail  from  the  eaeniy;  en  flie 
contrary,  I  noted  in  him  a  disposition  to  get  in  as  close  action  as  pos- 
sible. 

€L  Do  you  believe  that  Cfl4>t  Elliott  did  ev&ty  thins  that  a  htvn 
am  meritorious  officer  should  have  done,  in  the  action  T 

A.  Yes. 

a.  Have  you  heard  any  officer  make  any  remariu  derogatory  to 
his  character  or  conduct  on  the  10th  of  Sept.  1 

A.  No. 

d.  by  Captam  Elliott— Did  the  Niagara  at  any  time,  daring  the  ao- 
tion,  attempt  to  make  off  from  the  British  fleet  1 

A.  No. 

Q»  What  was  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  Niagara,  when 
the  firing  commenced  from  the  enemy  1 

A.  There  was  the  intervening  space  of  the  Caledonia,  the  ^ee  ves- 
sels being  in  close  order. 

^  What  was  the  situation  of  both  fleets  when  the  action  com- 
menced on  our  part  7  and  what  time  did  I  order  the  Caledonia  out  of 
the  line  1  and  how  soon  afterwards  did  I  place  my  vessel  a-head  of  the 
Lawrence  1  and  what  appeared  to  be  the  situation  of  the  Britisfa 
fleet  1 

A.  We  were  in  a  line  a-head,  endeavoring  to  get  down  upon  the 
enemy  as  fast  as  possible,  abaft  the  enemrs  beam,  with  the  wind 
nearlv  a-beam.  It  was  a  little  after  the  middle  of  the  action  that  the 
Caledonia  was  ordered  out  of  the  hae.  The  Lawrence  was  droppmg 
astern,  and  we  shooting  a-  head.  We  had  got  into  pretty  close  action 
before  I  went  below.  The  British  fleet  was  m  close  order,  and  I  think 
had  no  spars  shot  away. 

Q„  Was  not  my  helm  up,  and  the  Niagara  standing  directly  for  the 
enemy's  fleet,  when  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board.  1 

A.  I  was  below  and  cannot  say. 

Q»  What  was  the  situation  of  the  gun  boats  when  I  left  the  Nia- 
gara, and  how  wexe  they  disposed  o£  when  I  reliched  the  head  of  the 
enemy's  line  with  them  1 

A.  Just  before  I  went  below,  they  were  a  long  way  a-stem.  When 
I  came  on  deck,  I  observed  the  gun  boat  Capt.  Elliott  was  in  had  got 
neariy  to  the  head  of  the  enemjrs  line ;  and  he  was  in  very  close  ac- 
tion, directing  the  fire  of  the  boats  at  the  enemy's  ships. 

Q»  How  did  the  Lawrence  bear  of  the  Niagara  when  Capt  Peiry 
came  on  board,  and  what  distance  was  she  from  the  Niagara? 

A.  I  was  not  on  deck,  and  before  I  went  bdow,  the  Lawrence  w«8 
rather  on  our  leeward  quarter. 

B.-«. 

Lieut  Yaeitall,  late  first  Lieutenant  of  the  Lawrence,  was  sworn. 

d.  Does  Captain  Perry's  official  account  of  the  action  of  the  10th 
September  contain  a  correct  statement  of  the  facts  1 

A.  I  think  generally  as  to  what  I  could  see  it  is  correct,  excqst  as 
to  the  statement  in  paae  2d,  Une  12th,  of  the  Niagara  being  brought 
into  close  action.  I  beueve  the  Niagara  was  three  quarters  of  a  imle 
astern  of  the  Lawrence ;  and  when  she  passed  us  to  the  windward 
at  the  time  Com.  Perry  took  possession  of  her,  she  was  half  a  mile 
ofif  our  weather  bow.  This  was  about  2  hours  and  48  minutes  after 
the  action  commenced  ^  I  expressed  my  surprise  to  Capt  Perry  oa 
observing  the  Niagara  m  that  situation,  and  after  the  Lawrence  was 
disabled,  he  left  her  in  my  possession  and  went  on  board  the  Niagara. 
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d.  ¥7hat  ftirther  do  you  know  relative  to  the  subject  of  this  m- 

A.  In  the  morning  of  the  10th  Sept.  we  discovered  the  enemy's 
squadron  and  got  under  weigh ;  stood  out  past  the  Islands.  Hie  wind 
veered,  and  became  favorable  soon  after  we  passed  one  of  the  Islands. 
Within  about  three  miles  of  the  enemy,  Capt  Elliott,  in  the  Niagara, 
bore  down  and  spoke  Capt.  Perry.  Cfapt.  ElUott  fell  into  line  next  to 
the  Caledonia.  The  Detroit  commenced  the  action  by  firing  a  long 
24  pounder.  Capt.  Perry  directed  me  to  hail  the  Scorpion,  for  the 
purpose  of  engagmg  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  to  commence 
our  fire  with  a  12  pounder  on  the  forecastle.  A  few  minutes  after- 
wards, we  commenced  a  fire  with  the  carronades.  It  having  been 
inquired  of  me  whether  they  told  or  not,  and  I  answering  in  the  ne  • 
gative,  Capt.  Perrv  ordered  the  helm  to  be  put  up  and  bore  down  up- 
on the  enemy.  The  Caledonia  and  Scorpion  engaged.  We  ran  down 
and  came  within  about  half  musket  shot,  exposed  to  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  fire  at  first,  and  afterwards  to  four  of  his  vessels,  the  Chippe- 
way,  Detroit,  Hunter,  and  Q^ueen  Charlotte.  We  lay  opposite  the 
Hunter,  and  the  Queen  Charlotte  was  a-stem  of  the  Hunter.  Our 
first  division  was  fought  against  the  Detroit,  the  second  against  the 
dueen  Charlotte,  and  occasionally  guns  at  the  Hunter.  At  several 
periods  during  the  contest,  I  expressed  my  surprise  that  the  Niagara 
was  not  brought  into  close  action.  The  crew  also  expressed  their 
surprise,  but  were  encouraged  by  the  officers  to  fight  on  till  she  should 
come  down  and  take  a  part  with  us.  I  observed  the  Niagara  firing 
a  distant  fire,  (I  suppose  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ofi*)  at  the  enemy's 
small  vessels,  the  Lady  Prevost  and  others.  It  was  two  hours  and 
48  minutes  after  the  action  commenced,  that  Com.  Perry  said  to  me, 
"  I  leave  you  to  surrender  the  vessel  to  the  enemy."  At  this  time  we 
could  not  fight  a  single  gun.  He  left  us.  After  he  got  into  the  boat, 
he  observed  that  he  would  leave  it  discretionary  with  me,  either  to 
surrender  or  receive  the  enemy's  fire.  I  called  on  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr. 
Forrest,  who  were  on  deck,  to  know  their  opinion — they  told  me  it  was 
useless  to  sacrifice  any  more  men,  as  we  were  unable  to  sustain  the 
action  any  loneer.  The  colors  were  consequently  stnick.  Immedi- 
ately on  Com.  Penys  arrival  on  board  the  Niagara^  he  made  sail  and 
bore  down— broke  the  enemy's  line,  and  the  acUon  was  decided  in 
about  15  or  20  minutes,  except  as  to  two  of  the  enemy,  which  at- 
tempted to  escape  but  were  pursued, 

Q»  What  was  the  force  of  our  squadron  7  ,      .  , 

A.  The  Lawrence  and  the  Niagara  of  20  guns  each,  eighteen  32 
pound  carronades.  and  two  long  12's.  The  Caledonia  had  two  or 
three  guns  on  circles.  The  Ariel  had  3,  the  Scorpion  had  2  guns—one 
a  12,  the  other  an  18  or  24  pounder.  The  rest  one  gun  each.  The 
Lawrence  had  131  men  and  boys'  of  every  description,  of  which  103 
were  fit  for  duty.  The  squadron  had  but  few  seamen—  we  had  about 
30  marines  and  some  militia  men. 

QU  What  command  had  Captain  Elliott  in  the  action  7 

A.  He  commanded  the  Niagara. 

Q.  How  near  was  he  to  the  enemy  when  the  action  commenced? 

A.  About  a  mile  and  a  half^  or  two  miles. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  Captain  Elliott  did  every  thing  a  brave  and  me- 
ritorious officer  should  have  done  in  the  action  1 

A.  I  am  under  the  belief  that  the  Niagara  could  have  been  brought 
iBto  closer  action.  The  same  wind  which  would  bring  the  Lawrence 
into  action  would  Ukewise  bring  the  Niagara  into  action.  The  main- 
tQpsail  of  the  Lawrence  was  laying  to  the  mast,  foresail  hauled  up» 
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and  the  top-««Utiit  sail  Atried. .  I  think  the  Niagart  had  faflrnittn-top* 
safl  alao  to  the  mast,  ^at  i&  while  she  was  a-atern. 

^  by  Capt.  Elliott^I^  the  Niajgara^  at  aor  tine  darmg  ^e  lefarn^ 
attempt  to  make  off  from  the  British  fleet  7 

A.  No. 

^  What  was  the  dktance  from  the  Lawrenee  to  the  Niagara,  when 
(he  firing  commenced  from  the  enemy  1 

A.  A  ouarterof  a  mfle. 

Q.  What  was  the  ffituation  of  the  gun  boats  when  I  left  the  Nia- 
gara, and  how  were  they  disposed  of  when  I  reached  the  head  of  the 
enemy't  Hne  with  them  1 

A.  The  gun  boats  generally  were  a-siem  and  to  windward.  I  saw 
Capt.  Elliott  on  board  one  of  them,  and  they  were  coming  into  actioo. 
Th^  were  very  much  scattered,  but  all  bearing  down  into  action. 

Q.  What  was  the  established  order  of  the  battle)  and  is  the  riLetch 
now  shewn  you  a  correct  one  7— (See  page  446) 

A*  The  riietch  is  oorrect 

Q„  What  were  the  obsenrations  of  lieuts.  Turner  and  Holdup, 
when  speaking  to  you  of  the  action  7 

A.  They  expressed  their  disapprobation  and  surprise  that  the  Nia> 
gara  was  not  brought  into  action. 

Q.  When  I  was  passing  the  Lawrence  in  the  hott^ '  did  yon  not 
come  to  the  gang- way,  and  ask  me  to  bring  the  boat  along  side,  aa 
you  were  sinking  7 

A.  No. 

H.  Did  you  not  on  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  Erie,  discovering  thftt 
there  was  an  altercation  between  Captains  Perry  and  Elliott,  meet 
Midshipman  Page  on  the  beach,  and  say  to  him  that  there  was  the 
deuce  to  pay  about  the  action,  but  that  as  for  your  part,  yott  had  al- 
ways given  each  of  those  officers  an  equal  share  of  credit  7 

A.  No.  I  do  not  recollect  having  any  conversation  with  the  young 
gentleman  alluded  to. 

U.  How  was  the  wind  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
action  7 

A.  I  do  not  precisely  recollect.  I  suppose  a  vessel  might  go  two 
knots.  ^ 

Q.  by  the  Court— In  the  general  surprise  which  you  state  was  ex- 
pressed, that  the  Niagara  did  not  close  faster  into  action,  did  you 
inake  any  allowance  for  the  lishtness  of  the  wind  7 

A.  In  my  former  answers  I  nave  made  allowances  for  the  wind  and 
the  existing  state  of  things. 

Q.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  force  of  the  wind,  from  the  eoov- 
mencement  of  the  action  until  the  time  when  Capt  Perry  came  on 
\xaad  the  Niagara  7 

A.  The  wind  freshened.  About  the  time  he  left  the  Lav^rence,  tbate 
was  more  wind  than  there  had  been. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  to-morrow  nunming  at  half  past  nine 
o'clock. 

B.-4. 

Lieut.  Webster  was  re-examined. 

Question  by  the  Judge  Advocate— When  was  it  Aat  Capt.  Elliott 
bore  down  to  speak  to  Capt.  Perry  7  and  what  passed  7 

A.  At  about  10  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Capt.  ElHott  called  all  hands 
aft,  and  requested  Com.  Perry  to  show  his  boys  his  flag,  when  Cora. 
Perry  hoisted  a  flag  with  the  motto  on  it  of  Don*t  give  up  the  #A»p. 
37* 
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Capt.  Elliott  told  his  crew  to  read  it,  and  explained  to  them  what  was 
on  the  flag,  and  told  them  to  swear  within  themselves  taat  this  flag 
should  never  come  down,  observing  that  these  were  the  dying  words 
of  Lawrence. 

Q„  What  was  the  established  order  of  battle  7 

A.  The  original  order  of  sailing  was  for  the  Niagara  to  lead  the  van. 
I  afterwards  learned  that,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy's  forming  dif- 
ferently from  what  was  expected,  we  changed  our  order  of  battle, 
which  brought  us  into  the  situation  I  stated  yesterday, 

d.  When  was  this  change  n>ade,  and  how  1 

A.  The  sig[nal  which  I  saw  was  made  after  the  Commodore's  flag 
(above  mentioned)  was  hoisted,  I  think.  This  was  the  flrst  forming 
of  the  line. 

Q.  Is  the  sketch  now  shown  you  a  correct  view  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  line  was  formed  1 

A.  It  is. 

Q„  By  Capt.  Elliott— How  far  was  the  Caledonia  from  the  Niagara, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  enemy's  fire  until  I  ordered  her  out  of 
the  line  7 

A.  She  was  as  close  as  she  could  be  with  safety,  and  I  recollect  once 
backing  the  topsail  toprevent  running  into  her. 

Q,.  By  the  Court— How  long  time  elapsed  between  the  Lawrence 
commencing  the  action,  and  the  Niagara's  engaging  ? 

A.  I  should  say  10  minutes. 

Q.  By  Capt.  Elliott— What  was  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to 
the  Niagara,  from  the  commencement  oif  the  action  until  I  ordered 
the  CalMonia  out  of  the  Hue?  and  did  not  the  enemy's,  shot  take  ef- 
fect in  a  few  minutes  after  the  action  began,  upon  the  Niagara's  spars 
^and  rigsJngl        ,    .        . 

A.  At  no  time  dunng  that  period  were  they  more  than  300  yards 
apart.— The  ent^rnv's  shot  took  efl'ect  very  soon,  and  shot  away  one  of 
the  fore- lop- mfi5t  back-stays.  ,     ^  .  , 

Q.  Did  (loE  ihc  enemy's  fire  appear  to  be  cUrected  at  the  Niagara's 
spars  and  rig|!;ing  ? 

A.  1  think  U  wns. 

Q.  Wh  (II  distance  was  I  from  the  Lawrence  when  I  passed  her,  gaior 
ing  the  head  of  the  line  ? 

A.  It  did  not,  irt  my  opinion,  exceed  thirty  yards.  ,  ..        ^ 

Q,.  Jusr  before  vou  were  wounded,  what  was  the  relative  position  of 
the  Lawrence  and  Niagara  7 

A.  The  Lawrence  was  a  little  on  our  larboard  or  weather  quarter. 
This  placed  us  nearer  the  enemy  than  the  Lawrence.  , 

€t.  What  damage  did  the  Niagara  sustain  in  the  action  7 

A.  Our  main-stay,  fore-top-mast  back-stays,  a  great  deal  of  running 
rigging,  and  two  shrouds  of  our  fore- rigging,  were  shot  away.  Some 
ofour  spars  were  wounded.  There  were  two  men  killed  from  my  di- 
vision, before  I  went  below,  and  a  number  of  men  wounded  on  board. 

Q.  Was  the  Niagara,  at  any  time  during  the  action,  from  half  to 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  on  the  weather  bow  of  the  Lawrence  after  I 
ordered  the  Caledonia  out  of  the  line  7 

A.  She  was  not.  I  wish  also  to  correct  my  evidence  of  yesterday, 
by  adding  that  the  Ariel  and  the  Scorpion  were  on  the  weather  bow 
01  the  Lawrence. 

Q,.  Did  you  observe  the  enemy's  ship  Queen  Charlotte  bear  up  and 
run  away  from  the  Niagara  7  and  if  so,  when  7 

A.  She  did  bear  up  from  the  Niagara's  fire,  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  the  Niagara  commenced  firing. 
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B~6. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMBBT,  Midshipman,  late  of  the  Niagara,  waa  sworn. 

Q»  Where  wasyour  station  on  board  1 

A.  In  the  first  aiviBion,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Edwards. 

Q.  Does  Capt  Perry's  official  letter  contain  a  correct  statement  of 
facts,  as  you  know  or  believe  1 

A.  Yes. 

d.  State  what  you  know  relative  to,  the  matter  of  this  inquiry? 

A.  In  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  Niagara  took  a  position 
astern  of  the  Caledonia,  in  close  line,  agreeable  to  a  signal  made  by 
Com.  Perry.— Capt  Elliott,  observing  that  the  enemy  fired  principally 
at  the  Lawrence,  ordered  Mr.  Turner  to  keep  away,  so  as  to  enaUe  us 
to  support  the  Commodore,  bv  taking^  a  position  astern  of  the  Law- 
rence. The  Caledonia  took  her  station  astern  of  the  Niagara,  and 
continued  there  during  the  action.  The  Ughtness  of  the  wind  pre- 
vented our  getting  as  close  to  the  Lawrence  as  it  was  supposed  we 
intended.  Capt.  Elliott,  observing  that  the  carronade  shot  fell  short, 
ordered  them  to  fire  from  the  long  guns  onlv.  When  the  Lawrence 
was  disabled,  a  breeze  sprung  up ;  we  passed  her  in  company  with  the 
Caledonia,  to  windward,  at  about  25  yards  distance.  The  Caledonia 
was  then  astern  of  us.  We  took  a  position  which  broijght  the  Law- 
rence nearly  astern  of  us  on  the  lee-quarter.  Capt.  Elliott  ordered  us 
to  make  sail,  and  we  had  boarded  the  fore- tack  and  were  in  the  act  of 
setting  top-gallant  sails,  before  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board.  I  ob- 
served him  come  over  the  weather  gangway  of  the  Lawrence,  get  into 
a  boat  and  pass  under  the  Niagara's  stem.  I  went  aft  and  reported 
it  to  Capt.  Elliott,  who  was  then  standing  on  the  taffrel.  Capt.  El- 
liott met  Com.  Perry  at  the  weather  gang- way,  and  shook  hands  with 
him.  Some  conversation  passed  which  I  did  not  hear.  Capt.  Elliott 
soon  disappeared,  and  I  did  not  see  him  afterwards  till  the  end  of  the 
action.  When  Com.  Perry  came  on  board,  we  were  firing  all  our  star- 
board guns ;  we  bore  down  in  company  with  the  Caledonia,  and  di- 
rected our  fire  principally  at  the  Detroit,  The  enemy's  line  was  com- 
pact after  the  Lawrence  struck.  In  about  15  minutes  after  Com.  Per- 
ry come  on  board,  the  Detroit  struck,  and  the  Q^ueen  Charlotte  a  few 
minutes  after.  The  Lady  Prevost  was  then  about  40  or  50  yards  from 
the  Niagara's  lee-bow.  The  marines  were  ordered  to  discharge  their 
muskets  from  our  fore-castle,  at  the  Lady  Prevost  After  the  second 
discharge  of  musketry,  she  struck.  I  think  the  Himter  struck  before 
Capt.  Elliott  left  the  brig. 

Q.  By  the  Court—Did  Capt.  Elliott  do  all  in  his  power  to  gain  a 
near  position  ? 

A.  Yes.  We  were  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy  before  Capt.  Per- 
ry came  on  board  ;  we  had  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  from  our  carron- 
ades  some  time  before  Com.  Perry  came  on  board. 

CI.  Do  you  believe  Capt.  Elliott  did  every  thing  he  ought  in  duty  to 
do  in  the  action,  as  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer'} 

A.  Yes ;  and  heard  him  express  to  the  crew  his  intention  of  bring- 
ing us  into  as  close  action  as  possible. 

Q.  By  Capt.  Elliott— Did  the  Niagara,  at  anv  time  during  the  action, 
attempt  to  make  her  escape  from  the  British  neet  T 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  Niagara,  when 
the  enemy's  fire  commenced  ?  and  what  distance  was  the  Lawrence, 
Caledonia,  and  Niagara,  from  the  enemy's  fleet? 

A.  We  were  as  close  to  the  Caledonia  as  we  could  form  the  line. 
The  distance  between  the  Caledonia  and  the  Lawrence  I  cannot  state ; 


410 

the  thtee  vetsels  were  not  witbm  carronade  distance  of  the  enemy,  bat 
at loxigKun-shot  when  the  enemy's  fire  commenced. 

^  Wnat  was  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to  tbeNiagdra  when 
we  commenced  our  fire  1  and  what  distanoe  waa  eadi  of  these  TriKiln 
from  the  enemy's  fleet  7 

A.  The  distance  was  at  that  time  from  180  to  200  yards :  the  two 
vessels  were  at  long  gun-shot.  The  second  or  third  shot  nred  fnm 
the  enemy  cut  away  two  starboard  fore-top-mast  back-stays,  and  £b11 
about  flirty  yards  to  windward  of  us. 

'^  What  was  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  Ckiledonia,  and 
from  the  Caledoma  to  the  Niagara  1  and  what  distance  was  each  of 
those  vessels  from  the  enemy's  fleet,  when  I  ordered  the  Caledonia  to 
bear  up  and  let  me  pass  her  7 

A.  The  Lawrence  was  at  that  time  80  or  90  yards  from  the  Caledo- 
nia, and  the  flying-^b-boom  of  the  Niagara  was  nearly  over  the  tafiiel 
of  the  Caledonia.  The  three  brigs  were  still  atlong  gna-shot  from  the 
enemy. 

Q.  when  1  ordered  the  Caledonia  to  bear  up,  where  did  I  place  the 
Kmgaia  t  and  where  was  she  when  Capt  Perry  came  on  board  1 

A.  Capt.  Elliott  placed  his  vessel  astern  of  the  Lawrence,  and  when 
Capt., Perry  came  on  board,  the  Niagara  was  ahead  of  the  Lawrence, 
standing  down  on  the  enemv.  The  Caledonia  was  ordered  out  of  ^ 
Hne  about  10  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and  we 
I>assed  the  Lawrence  at  half  past  2  o^clock. 

Q^  When  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board  the  Niagara,  did  he  not  find 
her  hdm  up,  and  that  vessel  standing  direct  for  me  enemy's  ship  De- 
ceit 7  ^ 

A.  We  were  standing  for  the  enemy,  whose  bne  was  in  compact  or- 
^r. 

^  What  was  the  situation  of  the  gun  boats  when  I  left  the  Niaga- 
ra? and  hov^r  were  they  disposed  of  when  brought  to  the  head  of  the 
enemy's  line? 

A.  When  Capt.  Elliott  left  the  Niagara,  they  were  all  astern  of  us. 
We  had  passed  the  Scorpion  and  Ariel.  When  Capt.  Peny  came  on 
board,  they  were  all  astern,  except  that  I  do  not  recollect  whether  the 
Scorpion  and  Ariel  were  to  windward  or  astern. 

QL  When  I  hailed  the  gun  boats,  did  I  not  order  them  to  make  sail 
and  keep  close  under  my  stem  7 

A.  I  heard  Capt.  Elliott  hail  the  Porcupine,  and  order  her  to  take  a 
position  close  under  our  stem,  at  the  commencement  of  the  action. 
The  Scorpion  was  a-head,  and  the  Ariel  on  the  weather  bow  of  the 
Lawrence. 

(i.  What  was  the  established  order  of  battleu  and  is  the  sketch  now 
shown  you  a  correct  view  of  the  situation  of  both  fleets  at  the  times 
stated? 

A.  In  the  commencement  of  the  dcftion,  the  Scorpion  was  the  head- 
most vessel,  the  Lawrence  next,  and  the  Ariel  on  the  weather  bow  of 
the  Lawrence;  the  Niagara  a-stem  of  the  Caledonia.  The  two  lines 
are  correctly  stated  m  the  sketch,  excepting  that  the  enemy's  schoon- 
er Chippewa  took  her  position  a-heaa  Of  the  Detroit  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  I  presume  in  order  to  support  the  British 
Commodore,  and  to  engage  the  small  vessels  at  the  head  of  our  Iin& 

d.  When  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board  the  Niagara,  was  she  half  a 
ttnle  on  the  weather  bow  of  the  Lawrence? 

A.  No.  She  was  nearly  a-head  of  the  Lawrence,  a  little  on  the 
weather  bow,  perhaps  160  yards. 

Q.  Did  the  Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  at  any  time  in  the  action,  bear 
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Up,  and  leave  the  PHagara  with  her  main-topsail  a-back,  or  leave  her 
on  a  wind  1 

A.  Until  the  Caledonia  changed  her  position,  the  Niagara  was  in 
close  order  with  her.  The  Lawrence  and  Caledonia  did  not  bear  up, 
and  leave  the  Niagara,  as  interrogated. 

fl.  By  the  Court— At  what  stage  of  the  action  did  the  Niagara  got 
within  musket  shot  of  the  enemy  1 

A.  After  the  Lawrence  was  disabled. 

Q.  By  Capt  EUiott— Did  Capt.  Elliott  or  Capt.  Perry  bring  the  Ni- 
agara into  close  action  ? 

A.  The  Niagara  had  closed  with  the  enemy  some  time  before  Capt. 
Perry  came  on  board. 

a.  Did  not  the  wind  die  away  almost  to  a  calm  when  the  action 
was  pretty  well  on  1 

A.  In  a  very  short  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  action,  it 
died  away,  and  it  continued  nearly  calm  until  about  the  time  the  Law- 
rence was  disabled. 

Q.  Did  the  enemy's  ship  Queen  Charlotte  bear  up  to  avoid  the  Nia- 
gara's fire?  and  if  so,  at  what  time? 

A.  Yes ;  before  the  Lawrence  was  disabled,  she  bore  up  and  ran 
foul  of  the  Detroit,  on  that  ship's  lee  quarter. 

Ct.  By  the  Court— Did  the  Niagara  bear  down  and  speak  Com.  Per- 
ry before  the  action  1  and  if  so,  what  passed  ? 

A.  Capt.  Elliott  spoke  Capt.  Perry  while  we  were  passing  to  lee- 
ward.—Capt.  Elliott  mentioned  to  his  crew  that  it  was  the  Commo- 
dore's intention  to  bring  the  enemy  to  close  action  immediately.  He 
told  them  it  was  probable  we  should  receive  one  or  two  raking  fires 
from  the  enemy,  and  advised  them  to  receive  it  with  coolness  and  not 
be  alarmed.  He  observed  that  we  should  not  commence  firing  until 
within  musket  shot  distance,  and  then,  if  every  man  did  his  duty,  we 
should  flog  them  in  ten  minutes.  He  then  ordered  them  to  their  quar- 
ters. 

B.— 7. 

Mr.  Adams,  late  Midshipman  of  the  Niagara,  was  sworn. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  Capt.  Perry's  official  account  to  be  correct? 

A.  I  thmk  it  is. 

Q.  Did  the  Niagara  at  any  time  attempt,  during  the  action,  to  make 
ofi'from  the  British  fleet? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  Niagara,  when 
the  enemy's  fire  commenced?  and  what^listance  were  the  Lawrence, 
Caledonia,  and  Niagara  from  the  enemy  ? 

A.  I  should  say  the  distance  was  30  or  40  yards  between  the  Law- 
rence and  Niagara.  The  three  vessels  were  about  half  or  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  from  the  enemy. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  Caledonia,  and 
from  the  Caledonia  to  the  Niagara?  and  what  distance  were  those 
vessels  from  the  enemy,  when  1  ordered  the  Caledonia  to  bear  up  and 
let  me  pass  her? 

A.  Tne  distance  was  not  more  than  20  yards  from  the  Lawrence  to 
the  Caledonia,  and  our  jib-boom  was  over  the  Caledonia's  taflrel.  All 
were  nearing  the  enemy,  and  something  less  than  half  a  mile  off. 

Q.  When  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board  the  Niagara,  did  he  not  find 
the  helm  up,  and  that  vessel  standing  direct  for  the  enemy's  ship  De- 
troit? 
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A,  Th^  helm  wu  up,  tnd  we  were  bearing  down  upon  thfl  enemy. 
The  fore-sail  was  set  for  that  purpose. 

QU  By  the  Court— Did  Oapt.  Efliott  do  all  m  his  power  to  close  in 
with  the  Lawrencoi  when  bEo  was  overpowered  by  the  enemy's  yeaaels 
firing  into  her  1 

A.  I  believe  he  did.  ^ 

d.  Did  he  get  up  in  time  to  afford  her  reueD 

A.  She  was  nearly  disabled,  but  still  firing  when  he  got  up. 

Q.  Was  Capt.  Elliott's  conduct  during  the  action,  that  of  a  gpod 
officer,  in  your  judgment  7 

A.  It  was. 

QL  Did  you  observe  any  indication  of  an  intention  on  his  part  to 
withdraw  from  the  enemy,  at  the  time  the  Lawrence  was  disabled  1 

A.  No ;  he  appeared  to  be  anxious  to  close  in. 

Qi.  By  Capt.  Elliott— Did  the  Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  at  any  time 
during  the  action,  run  down  within  musket  shot  of  the  enemy,  and 
leave  the  Niagara  firing  at  the  enemy's  smaller  vessels  at  a  distance  1 

A.  No.  We  were  close  to  the  Caledonia  during  the  whole  action,  till 
she  was  ordered  out  of  the  way  in  order  to  let  us  pass  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Conmiodor& 

B.-8. 

Mr.  Tatbm,  M niter' 3  Mnte  on  board  the  Niagara,  was  sworn. 

Q.  By  Lhe  Jud^f?  Advocate— Did  Capt.  Elliott  do  all  in  his  power  to 
c]o^  in  with  lhe  Lawrence  whea  she  was  overpowered  by  the  enemas 
vessels  tirine  into  herl 

A.  He  ditT 

4.  Did  ha  get  ^  in  tims  to  afford  her  reuef  1 
'  A*  Wo  were  tifiver  much  out  of  the  way.  We  were  immediately  un- 
der the  Caledonia's  stern,  and  the  Lawrence  about  the  length  of  the 
Calt^onia  n-lia^id  af  the  latter.  The  three  brigs  were  in  compact  lin& 
^  Q.  Wdf  Capt.  Elliott* a  conduct  during  the  action,  such  as  merited 
approbation  7 

A.  I  ih^iught  St  tb«  time  no  man  could  display  more  zeal,  gallantry 
and  ^ood  conduct  than  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any  appt^arance  of  an  intention  on  his  part  to 
withdraw  froni  thti  enemy,  whea  the  Lawrence  was  disabled? 

A.  No;  far  from  it. 

Q,.  Did  the  Niagara,  at  any  time  during  the  action,  make  off  from  the 
British  fleet? 

*     !«■_ 

U.  Did  the  Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  at  any  time,  bear  up,  and  place 
themeelvefl  within  iiitisket  shot  distance  from  the  enemy,  leaving  the 
Ni«giM^  three  quarttira  of  a  mile  ofij  firing  at  the  enemy's  smaller  ves- 

A.  N.Q  \  until  we  passed  the  Caledonia,  we  were  immediately  under 
her  stem. 

Q.  bv  Capt  Elhott— What  conyersation  passed  between  me  and 
Capt  Perry,  when  I  returned  on  board  the  Niagara  1 

A.  I  saw  Capt  Perry  shake  hands  with  Capt  Elliott  and  heard  him 
express  his  hi^  satisfaction  at  Capt  Elliott's  conduct  and  attribute 
to  nim  a  large  share  of  the  glory  of  the  day. 

Q.  How  near  was  Capt.  Elliott  to  the  Lawrence  when  iiassing  herl 
'  A.  He  took  very  httle  more  than  room  enough  to  pass  to  the  wind- 
ward. 

Q.  Was  the  Niagara  three  quarters  of  a  mile  on  the  bow  of  the  Lsw- 
Yence,  when  Capt  Perry  came  on  board  f 
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A.  No;  I  should  suppose  not  more  than  60  or  70  jrarde,  if  that 

Q.  Was  not  the  helm  up,  and  the  Niagara  bearing  down  on  the  ^no- 
toy  when  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board  1 

A.  Yes. 

d.  Had  you  been  an  officer  on  board  the  Lawrence,  would  you  have 
supposed  there  was  any  deficiency  in  the  conduct  of  Capt.  £Uiott  ill 
coming  to  the  relief  of  the  Lawrence  1 

A.  No  one  seeing  what  was  going  on  could  suppose  so— for  my  owa 
part.  I  should  not. 

The  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  mommgat  half  past  9  o'clock. 

B  —9. 

April  26tht  181S. 
.  Mr.  GinfMnfos,  acting  Midshipman  on  board  the  Niagara,  was 
sworn. 

d.  by  the  Court— Did  Capt.  Elliott  do  all  in  his  power  to  gain  a  near 
position  to  theenemjl 
A.  Yes;  in  my  opmion,  every  thing  that  he  could  do. 
(L  Do  you  believe  Capt.  Elliott  did  erery  thing  he  ought  to  have  done 
m  the  action  1 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  the  Niagara  attempt  to  make  off  from  the  enemy's  fleet  dar- 
ing the  action  7 

qL  Did  the  enemy's  ship  Queen  Charlotte  atten4>t  to  make  off  from 
the  Niagara  1 

A.  Yes ;  the  Queen  Charlotte  attempted  to  get  away  from  us,  and  in 
so  doing  run  foul  of  the  Detroit.  This  was  befoi^  Capt.  Elliott  left  the 
Niagara  to  go  on  board  the  gun  boats. 

Q.  Where  was  the  Niagara  when  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board  of  her? 
and  was  the  Lawrence  at  that  time  three  quarters  ef  a  mile  nearer  the 
enemy  than  the  Niagara. 

A.  The  Niagara  was  \yinfi  along  side  ^e  enemy's  ships  Queen 
Charlotte  and  Detroit  I  think  she  was  not  more  tnan  two  cables 
length  from  them.  I  think  we  were  nearer  the  enemy  than  the  Law- 
rence. 

Q.  When  we  passed  the  Lawrence,  how  near  were  we  to  her  7 

A.  I  was  not  looking  at  her.  but  the  first  time  I  saw  her,  after  we 
piftSsed  her.  she  was  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ofL 

d'  Did  the  Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  «t  any  time  during  the  actioti, 
bear  up  for  the  enemy,  leaving  th^  Niagara  standing  on  to  windward. 

A.  No ;  not  that  I  saw. 

\  Did  Capt.  ElUott  order  the  Caledonia  out  of  the  line  at  any  pe- 
_  J  of  the  action? 

A.  Yes ;  an  hour  before  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board* 

B.— 10. 

Lieut.  PoBBssT,  actmg  Lieutenant  on  board  tlie  Lttwreaoe,  wM 
sworn. 

Q.  Where  were  you  stationed*) 

A.  In  the  second  division. 

Q.  Have  you  read  Capt  Perry's  official  letter,  mnd  does  it  contam  ♦ 
correct  statement  of  facts  7 

A.'I  have  just  read  it,  and  it  is  correct. 

Q.  By  the  Judge  Advocate^ What  else  do  you  know  of  tlnsiniiurf  1 

A.  When  we  gOt  mtkin  three  miles  Of  the  eneiAy  on  the  KMfa  Septem- 
ber, Capt.  Elliott  hailed  Us  concerniiig  the  fiag  that  was  to  be  hoisted 
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on  board  the  Commodore.  A  flag  with  the  motto,  *'  Don't  giye  up  the 
•hip/'  was  hoisted.  Com.  Perry  hailed  Capt.  Elliott,  and  tdld  him  that 
he  luom.  P.)  intended  to  engage  the  Detroit,  and  wished  the  Niagara 
to  drop  just  a-stem  of  him.  We  went  into  action  in  that  order.  Sig- 
nals were  made  from  the  Lawrence  for  each  vessel  to  engage  its  op- 
ponent ,    **    .     ^ 

Q.  Did  the  Niagara  attempt  to  make  off  from  the  British  fleet  at  any 
time  during  the  action  7 

A.  No. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  Capt.  Elliott  did  all  in  his  power  to  gain 
a  position  nearer  to  the  enemy  7 

A.  It  is  my  opinion  there  might  have  been  more  sail  set  on  the 
Niagara. 

Q»  Did  he  do  every  thing  becoming  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer 
in  that  action  7 

A.  So  far  as  I  saw  I  believe  he  did. 

H.  Where  was  the  Niagara  when  Com.  Perry  went  on  board  7 

A.  She  was  to  windward^ of  us.  I  suppose  she  was  about  half  a 
mile  ofij  but  I  cannot  be  positive. 

Q»  Did  you.  during  the  action,  express  your  surprise  that  the  Nia- 
gara did  not  close  with  the  enemy  7 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  far  was  the  Niagara  from  the  enemy  at  the  time  7 

A.  I  do  not  know.    I  suppose  from  three  quarters  to  half  a  mile. 

Q.  Was  the  Niagara  then  engaged  7 

A.  She  was  firing. 

Q.  How  near  was  the  Lawrence  to  the  enemy  at  the  same  time  7 

A.  At  point  blank  shot  distance  with  a  carronade. 

d.  Did  the  Caledonia  and  Lawrence,  at  anv  time  during  the  action, 
bear  up  and  run  down  on  the  enemy,  leaving  the  Niagara  standing  on  7 

A.  After  the  action  commenced,  the  Niagara  was  standing  directly 
after  us. 

Q^  Are  Lieuts.  Edwards  and  Smith,  and  Mr.  Magrath,  late  of  the 
Niagara,  dead  7 

A.  Yes. 

a.  Is  there  any  thing  further  relating  to  this  inquiry,  that  you  wish 
to  state  to  the  Court. 

A.  No. 

The  Court  being  cleared,  and  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  read 
over  to  the  Courtl>y  the  Judge  Advocate,  the  following  opimon  was 
pronoui^ced. 

B.— 11. 

OPINION. 

The  Court  of  Inquiry,  convened  at  the  request  of  Capt  Jesse  D. 
Elliott,  having  deliberately  examined  all  the  evidence  produced  before 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  mvestigating  his  conduct  in  the  glorious  bat- 
tle ef  Lake  Erie,  on  the  lOth  September,  1813,  in  which  he  bore  so 
conspicuous  a  part,  sincerely  regret  that  there  should  have  been  any 
diversity  of  opmion  respecting  the  events  of  that  day,  and  imperious 
duty  compels  the  Court  to  promulgate  testimonythat  appears  mate- 
rially to  vary  in  some  of  its  important  points.  The  Court,  however, 
feel  convinced  that  the  attempts  to  wrest  from  Capt  Elliott  the  lau- 
rels he  gained  in  that  splendid  victory,  as  second  in  command  undw 
that  gallant  and  highly  meritorious  officer  Capt.  Perry,  ought  in  no 
wise  to  lessen  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  fellow  citizens,  as  a  brave  and 
skilful  officer,  and  that  the  charge  made  in  the  proceedmgs  of  the 


Bristish  Court  Martial  by  which  Capt.  Barclay  was  tried,  of  his  at- 
tempting to  withdraw  from  the  battle,  is  malicious  and  unfo|inded  in 
faet  On  tha  contrary  it  has  been  proved  to  &e  satisftoti^B  of  tlus 
Court,  that  the  enem/s  ship  Queen  Charlotte  bore  off  from  the  firo 
«f  the  Niagara,  commanded  by  Capt  Elliott. 

A.  MURRAY,  President. 
Hbhbt  Whvaodh.  Judge  Advocate. 

CAppioivedL)  a  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
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TIm  iketch  ii&md  to  in  the  testimony  on  page  437  of  this  worfc^ 
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c. 

The  Hon.  Bmjxjauiii  W.  Csowkwshield, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department, 

Sir,— I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  copies  of  a  letter  lately  re-, 
oeived  by  me  from  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott  of  the  Navy,  and  of  certain 
certificates  enclosed  therein,  with  copies  also  of  my  letter  in  reoly,  and 
of  the  affidavits  of  Lieutenants  Turner,  Stevens  and  Champlin,  and 
Dr.  Parsons. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Elliott  partially  presented  to  view  in  these 
papers,  and' still  more  clearly  marKed  by  other  acts  of  that  officer  with- 
m  my  knowledge,  and  fully  susceptible  of  proof,  imposes  on  me  the  duty 
of  preferring  against  him  the  charges  which  accompany  this  letter; 
ana  I  now  accordingly  do  prefer  said  charges  against  Captain  Elliott, 
and  request  that  aCourt-Martial  may  be  ordered  for  his  trial  thereupon. 

The  facts  upon  which  some  of  these  charges  are  founded,  (particu- 
larly those  relating  to  the  behaviour  of  that  officer  during  the  engage- 
inent  on  Lake  Erie,)  having  been  long  in  my  possession,  you  will  ex- 
pect me  to  account  for  my  not  having  sooner  made  them  known  to  the 
government,  and  for  havmg  mentioned  favorably,  in  my  official  report 
of  that  action,  an  officer  whose  conduct  had  been  so  reprehensible. 

At  the  moment  of  writing  that  report,  I  did  in  my  own  mind  avoid 
coming  to  any  conclusion  to  what  cause  the  conduct  of  Captain  Elliott 
was  to  be  imputed ;  nor  was  I  then  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances relating  to  it.  Having  previously  to  the  engagement  given 
all  the  orders  which  I  thought  necessary  to  enable  every  officer  to  do 
his  duty,  and  feeling  confidence  in  them  all.  I  was,  after  it  commenced, 
necessarily  too  much  engaged  in  the  actual  scene  before  me,  to  reflect 
deliberately  upon  the  cause  which  could  induce  Captain  Elliott  to  keep 
his  vessel  so  distant  both  from  me  and  the  enemjr.  And  after  the  bat- 
tle was  won,  I  felt  no  disposition  rigidly  to  examine  into  the  conduct 
of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet;  and,  strange  as  the  behaviour  of 
Captain  Elliott  had  been,  yet  I  would  not  allow  myself  to  come  to  a 
decided  opini6n,  that  an  officer  who  had  so  handsomely  conducted 
himself  on  a  former  occasion,  (as  I  then  in  common  with  the  pubhc 
had  been  led  to,  suppose  that  Captain  Elliott  had)  could  possibly  be 
guilty  of  cowardice  or  treachery.  The  subsequent  conduct  also  of  Cap- 
tain Elliott ;  the  readiness  with  which  he  undertook  the  most  minute 
services :  the  unfortunate  situation  in  which  he  now,  stood,  which  he 
lamented  to  me.  and  his  marked  endeavors  to  conciliate  protection — 
were  all  well  calculated  to  have  their  eflect.  But  still  more  than  all,  I 
was  actuated  by  a  strong  desire  that  in  the  fleet  I  then  had  the  honor 
to  command,  there  should  be  nothing  but  harmony  after  the  victory 
they  had  gained,  and  that  nothing  should  transpire  which  would  bring 
reproach  upon  any  part  of  it,  or  convert  into  crimination  the  praises  to 
which  they  were  entitled,  and  which  I  wished  them  all  to  share  and 
enjoy.  The  difficulties  produced  in  my  mind  by  these  considerations, 
were,  at  the  time,  fully  expressed  to  an  officer  of  the  fleet  in  whom  I 
had  great  confidence.  If  I  omitted  to  name  Captain  Elliott,  or  named 
him  without  credit,  I  might  not  only  ruin  that  officer,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  give  occasion  to  ammadversions  which,  at  that  period,  I  thought 
woukibe  little  to  the  honor  or  advantage  of  the  service.  If  my  official 
report  of  that  transaction  is  reverted  to,  these  embarrassments  with 
respect  to  Captain  Elliott,  under  which  I  labored  in  drawing  it»  will,  I 
believe,  be  apparent.  That  r^ort  was  very  diflerent  from  what  had 
been  expected  by  the  officers  of  the  fleet ;  but,  having  adopted  th^ 
course  which  I  thought  most'prudent  to  pursue  with  regard  to  Captain 
Elliott,  I  entreated  them  t ^  acquiesce  in  it,  and  made  every  exertion  in 
42* 
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tnf  power  to  preifent  my  furtber  TcmHrks  oira  hii  conduct — ntid  eren 
furnished  hira  with  a  favorabie  lericr  or  c^ruficate  fojf  th^  same  purpose, 
of  which  h(!  has  made  a  very  unjusLifiable  use. 

These,  sir,  afe  ihe  raoaons  which  maticed  me,  nt  the  time^  not  to  bnng 
0  n  a  n  in  q  u  i  ry  in  to  h  is  con  duel.  The  ca  u^  an  d  propfic:  y  of  m  y  no  w 
doinff  BO  will,  I  trust,  require  but  a  few  expl  a  nation  b.  I  would  wilJiiW' 
ly,  fnr  my  own  ?akc  as  well  as  bis,  lafter  the  coorBe  I  had  piirfued  for 
the  purpoeeof  ahipldinff  him,)  have  etiH  remained  aiknt ;  but  this  Cap- 
tain Kllifja  will  not  alfow  me  lo  do.  He  has  acted  upon  iha  id«a  tbat 
by  aaaailing  my  cbaramer,  he  Bhall  repan  his  ^>wn.  , 

After  he  wai  lefl  in  the  command  on  Lake  fc-ne,  1  wb«  Boon  informed 
of  the  in  trifles  he  was  there  prat- rial  njj,  some  of  which  anj  d^taUed  la 
ibese  charges.  These  !  *ihouM  not  have  regarded  as  lona  as  they  were 
private  r  biit  I  then  determined,  and  dedared  to  many  of  mv  frienda  in 
the  navy,  that  should  Captain  Etlinti  ever  fiiye  publicity  to  his  mmrep- 
rcBenialionax  I  would  then  demand  an  mvestigationof  the  whole  of  hj& 
conduct.    This  net'easity  is  now  forced  upon  me. 

B** lie V ins  my  hands  to  be  bound,  and  even  braving  me  Wjjh  ibeverj 
cerriflcate  afforded  to  him  in  charily,  thia  O0lcer  at  last  addresses  di- 
rectly 10  myself,  and  cliims  my  acquiescence  m  the  grosBesi  misrenre- 
acntfttions— not  only  of  his  own  conduct  on  Lake  Ene»  but  of  conduct 
and  declaraticmswhichheim^mtesio  me.  ,     .       -,    . 

Thus  has  Captam  Ellioti  hmiself  brought  bia  own  conduct  on  Lake 
Erie  affnin  into  view,  and,  by  involving  with  ii  imputattoris  upon  mine, 
has  compeUed  me  to  call  for  this  inqixtry.  He  can  make  no  compjfamt, 
therefore,  of  delny  in  hrineing  forward  any  of  these  charges  Those 
whitb  regard  his  conduct  on  Lake  Erie,  and  hisjuetifieation,  lif  he  has 
*nr,>  arebeaidcsns  perfectly  susceptible  of  proof  now  as  at  anyearber  pe- 
riod Whale  vor  the  c  harn  c  ter  o  f  th  a  t  behaviour  wa  s  1 1  was  w  itn  cHSBd 
by  such  numbers  aa  to  leave  nothing  m  it  eqmvocal  or  «tieitp lamed 
Some  of  the  officers  who  were  with  him  may  still  be  called  upon,  and 
althouch  two  or  three  others  are  deceased,  yet  bo  were  they  when 
Captain  Elliott  h  itn  self  called  for  a  Court  of  Juquiry.  Certificaica  also 
were  obtained  from  those  officers  by  Capioin  Elliott  while  living,  the 
originals  of  which  are  in  the  Department,  and  it  may  be  seen  by  t  lein 
that  those  officers,  if  present,  would  have  no  tefltimony  to  give  which 
could  at  all  militate  with  these  charges.  There  are  aa  many  offieerfl 
deceased  from  whose  testimony  Captam  Elljott  would  have  much 
more  to  fear  than  he  would  have  to  hope  from  that  of  the  officers 
above  alluded  to,  A  Court  nf  I uq^l^ry  consisting  of  three  officers  was 
once  called  at  ihert^nestof  Captam  fell  iott,m  con8equene^(if  I  ^^ 
lect  rgbtly)  of  some  allusions  to  the  conduct  of  the  Niagara,  supposed 
to  be  contained  in  the  British  Commodore  Barclay^  s  report  i  and 
though  that  inquiry  (of  which  no  iioijce  to  attend  as  witnesses  was 
Live?  to  any  of  the  commanders  of  vessels  on  Lake  Ene)  coidd  only 
L  a  very  limited  one,  and  could  involve  no  actual  t ml  upon  Captain 
Elliott's  conduct,  yet  he  undoubtedly  had  before  that  Court  all  sue b 
witnesses  a?  could  teaLify  in  his  favor,  and  the  record  of  that  t^timo- 
nv  lif  any  of  tho^  wilnesses  are  deccaaed)  will  avail  htm.  Captain 
Elliott,  therefore,  cnn  Buffer  nothing  from  the  apse  ^^f  '^"J?*  »?^j;J 
would  indeed  be  a  strou-  pretension  m  him  to  claim  protection  froin 
inquiry  into  his  conduct;  at  the  same  time  that  he  is  giving  ^lotonety 
to\ia  own  r^resenintiona  of  it,  and  that  too  to  the  prejudice  of  othfeta 
r  am,  Sir,  fulEy  sensible  how  troublesoDte  the  frequent  ex  am  lOet  ions 
into  the  conclm  t  of  the  officers  has  been  to  the  g-jvernment,  and  how 
disagreeable  they  mu^t  have  become.  I  am  aware^  also,  that  the  pub- 
Ucare  UiBtlydjssati^fied  withihem,  and  thatreprnach  has  been  brou||tit 
vpon  ihe  eervii^by  means  of  thcEi.    1  have,  therefore,  avoided  asmog 
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for  tUs  invefl^don  as  long  as  I  possibly  ooold  do  so  with  any  jostica 
Co  the  service,  or  to  my  own  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  servant.    __ 

O.  H,  PERRY. 


I>. 

*  WcuMngtcn^  Jan,  29f^  ld2l. 

Sib,— To  bear  testimony  against  the  character  of  a  brother  oifioet 
is  no  pleasing  task ;  but  there  is  a  paramount  obligation  that  we  all 
owe  to  our  country,  which  cannot  be  overlooked  but  with  the  implica- 
tion of  personal  hoRour,  and  to  the  supremacy  of  which  ail  -private 
friendship  and  personal  respect  must  be  compelled  to  bow. 

Uninfluencea  by  other  motives,  I  do  now  most  willingly,  (but  with 
rmax.  for  the  occasion.)  offer  my  testimony  with  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  on  the  10th  day  of  September,  1813,  during 
the  action  with  the  enemy's  squadron  on  Lake  Eria.  I  was  the  second 
Lieutenant  of  the  bri^  Lawrence,  Com.  Perry's  flag  vessel,  at  the 
time  and  on  the  occasion  alluded  to.— I  was  the  officer  of  the  watch  at 
the  moment  the  enehiy  was  first  seen  on  that  day,  and  reported  them 
to  Com.  Perry,  when  our  squadron  immediately  got  under  weigh  and 
worked  out  of  the  bay.  After  we  got  out,  the  wma  changed  in  our  fa- 
vor, and  we  run  down  to  meet  the  enemy.  After  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  Captain  Elliott,  in  the  Niagara,  instead  of  keeping  on 
with  us,  and  engaging  his  opponent  as  ourected,  put  his  helm  oown 
and  sheered  to  windward  of  the  Lawrence,  leaving  the  Lawrence  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  two  largest  vessels.  Some  time  after 
the  Lawrence  had  been  in  close  action^  and  much  cut  up.  I  said  to 
Com.  Perry,  "  that  brig^  (meaning  the  Niagara,)  will  not  help  us ;  see 
how  heke^s  off;  he  will  not  come  to  clbse  action."— "I'll  fetch  him 
up,"  said  Cfom.  Perry;  and  immediately  ordered  his  boat.  As  he  left 
the  Lawrence,  he  said,  "  If  a  victory  is  to  be  gained,  I'll  gain  it."  As 
soon  as  he  got  onboard  the  Niagara,  she  bore  up  and  run  down,  and 
in  a  short  time  was  in  close  action  between  two  of  the  enemy's  lai^est 
vessels.  I  was  on  deck  from  day-light  till  after  the  battle  was  over  s 
and  I  believed  at  the  time,  and  do  still  most  solemnly  beheve,  that 
Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott  was  influenced  either  by  cowardice,  and  fear 
prevented  him  from  closing  with  the  enem/,  or  that  he  wished  to  sa- 
crifice the  Lawrence,  and  then  claim  the  victory  for  himself. 

It  was  my  firm  belief^  at  the  time  Com.  Perry  was  making  out 
his  report  of  the  action,  and  I  believe  other  officers  were  of  the  same 

g>inion,  that  Com.  Perry  endeavoured  so  to  word  it,  as  to  screen  Capt 
lUott  as  much  as  he  could,  and  that  this  was  done  solely  from  feel- 
ings of  benevolence.  RespectfiiUy,  &c. 

DULANY  FORREST,  U.  S.  N. 


B.— I. 


In  the  battle  of  the  10th  September,  1813,  on  Lake  Erie,  between 
the  American  squadron  commanded  by  Commodore  Perry,  and  the 
British  squadron  under  Commodore  Barclay,  the  action  b^an  when 
the  two  squadrons  were  about  a  mile  apart,  by  a  firing  commenced  ijr 
the  enemy ;  the  signal  having  been  made  by  Commodore  PenTi  'O*" 
our  vessels  to  enga^  as  they  came  up,  each  against  the  enemrs  ires- 
38* 
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8^  AM  ded^at^d  m  pTOviofiB  orders,  which  mfld(?  the  Queen  Chv^ 
lotte  the  AninffoniHt  or  the  Niagara,  commanded  by  Ciiptaiii  Elliott, 
It  was  understood  by  the  American  officfrra  before  the  fighi,  that  if 
was  G«pf*tiji  Peiry's  intuntitu*  to  Umig  the  enemy  to  cloee  a  Clio  a  a» 
ft&on  as  posaibk.  The  Lh  wren  re  aecordtneiy  dostid  wiih  the  Detroit 
yery  bootIh  The  Q.ueen  Chariot  le  made  sail  for  « he  psirpf^M  of  asaist-' 
ing  the  Detroit.  The  Niagara  might  have  relieved  the  Lawrence  from 
the  Queen  Charlotte's  fire,  if  ah<;  had  made  proper  extortions  to  hring: 
her  to  cjose  action  ;  but  bf  keeping  her  main-ti>p  Bail  aback  and  her  ji& 
hrailed  up^ehe  kept  at  too  great  a  diBlance  from  the  t^nemy  to  d(*  hiia 
any  maienal  injury,  ^nd  sustained  scareeJy  any  herstif  unul  fSp  Com- 
modorfi  locik  command  of  her,  who  immedjaie-ly  bore  up  and  paaocd 
Ibrough  ihu  enemy's  line^  firing  both  hia  broadsides  with  fiuch  tremen- 
dous e^Itfi,  a  a  compoUed  bhn  instantly  to  surrender 

II  was  tht^  ciiriera]  opinion  of  the  Anierican  officers,  and  eiprepsedf 
with  much  indignation,  tbnt  Captftjn  EHiott  did  not  do  hia  duly  !n  the 
battle,  as  a  gal  mm  and  faithful  officer ;  inasfnuch  as  he  did  not  bring 
his  v^a^ei,  ae  soon  as  he  might  have  done,  into  cjo.eie  action^  whieE 
ciruumstance  anly^  made  the  result  of  the  batib  for  a  short  time  doubt- 
fuL  Soon  after  the  victory*  Captain  Ejliolt's  conduct  was  spoken  of 
as  well  in  General  Hnrriaon- s  army,  aw  in  the  fleet,  with  frrent  diaap- 
probstbn  and  cenmire.  Captain  Perry  heard  of  it*  and  apoke  to  me  of 
il  one  evening? ;  said  that  ha  was  aorry  reports  werp  in  circulation  so' 
ruinouD  to  C  ap  t  ain  El  ho  tt' a  reputation— wished  they  might  beeifencedp 
and  desired  me  to  ero  on  shore  to  the  camp,  and  do  alf  ihat  I  couM, 
with  proprietv,  to  counteract  them— I  did  so  accordingly  the  next 
mormng.  He  aaid  the  American  fla^  had  gained  much  honor  that 
day^  and  he  wished  all  his  companions  in  hattki  to  pharc  it  with  hmu 
Several  weeka  after  thia,  Captain  Petry  ti^ld  mc  that  Captain  Elliot r 
wished  him  to  alter  that  part  of  his  omcial  report  which  stated  that 
the  Niagara  did  not,  until  a  late  period  of  ihe  enKagement,  get  into 
close  action— and  asked  nic  whether  1  thought  that  part  of  bia  report, 
incorrect,  as  it  had  been  agreed  to  leave  the  question  to  be  decided  by- 
two  eonimissionedcilTicersi  of  the  fleet,  (Lieutenant  Edwards^  wht>waa' 
present t  and  myself^  being  the  officers  eelei?ted,)  I  answered.  I  thought 
that  pan  of  his  official  report  was  entirely  corretif,  to  which  Lieutfin-* 
ant  Edwards  a£ie<^niad. 

Some  lime  after,  Capfain  Perry  left  the  lake,  and  when  the  squad- 
ron was  under  Captain  Elliott's  command^  he  applved  to  me  and  re-- 
peatedly  urged  me  to  give  him  a  certificate  re^ectifig  bis  conduct  in 
the  battle,  lie  haid  that  hia  only  reason  for  wishing  one,  waa  to  have 
it  in  hia  powtr  to  calm  bia  wife's  uneasiness,  who  had  heard  that  hiar 
condtict  nad  been  tiueslroned  ;  and  declared  to  me,  upon  his  honor,, 
lUat  he  would  m^ke  an  other  n^e  of  it  than  as  a  means  of  relieving  her 
nohaijpmesa.  Thus  delicately  and  unpleasantly  situated,  1  wrote  such* 
a  ceriificflte  as  I  thought  I  anght,  fur  such  nn  occasion,  denture  tomrw 
Caut,  Elliott.  BAN.  TUKNEIL 

Sworn  to  before  Holmcs  Wiat^»j  Jua.  Ptact. 

E.— 2. 

In  the  action  of  the  10th  September,  1813,  on  Lake  Erie,  I  was  sta- 
tifmed  in  the  wardroom  of  the  Lawrence,  to  act  as  surceon.  I  well  re- 
qblleict  that  the  if^dtatided,  fl-om  the  first  of  their  comfne  down^  com- 
plained th^t  the  Niai;aTa,  ('comnfanded  by  Captain  Elfidtt,)  did  not 
come  liD  to  h^r  Station' and  dose  with  the  Queen  Charlotte,  althongfa' 
he  ha4  veeli  ordered  by  erignal;  and  this  complaint  was  frequently  re- 
peated by  theih,  till  the  Lawrence  struck,  and  repeatedly  by  Lieuten- 


ABjts  Brooks.  Varti all,  and  CI axtan.  1 1  was  &i  the  same  ti me  observed 
Qlftt  the  Caledonia  wae  in  ctoj^e  action,  v^hilo  the  Nitignra,  a  fiister 
Sfliner,  WJffl  quite  out  of  the  rearh  of  the  efieruy,  Aiti^r  the  action  closed, 
the  censureti  ypon  Cnptain  FllioU'a  conduct  weirt^  so  jietjurnl  and  ae- 
vere,.not  onlj^  amoujj  the  Lawrence's  officers,  but  those  of  the  amtM 
Vessds,  thai  in  writms  to  my  ftieuda.  the  day  folltjwini^,  T  did  not  be» 
oitateto  say.  that  Cap  tain  Elliott  had  dijjsfractd  himaoif  in  the  action; 
And  the  aamt  eentiTTicut  was  cjpregaed  in  the  kttera  of  t^v^ry  offictf 
o»  boartt  wh(i  was  abU^  to  write.  Thi^se  leriera  were  on  (he  point  ST 
oeing  sent,  when  Mr.  Hambleton,  who  had  just  had  a  private  inter- 
view with  Cam  mo  do  re  Perry,  lold  ua  (he  Commodore  wisht^d  us  to  b« 
S 'lent  on  Capiain  Elliott's  conduct  ^  Ihai  whatL-v^r  miyhi  have  been 
le  appears  ruTs  during  the  action,  he  wa&  then  nn  will  ins,  after  ita 
happy  resuh,  to  destroy  an  officer  ofhia  rank  ;  utid  ihat  honor  enough 
had  been  gained  by  the  acUOPi,  to  permit  of  ita  bain^  shared  by  every 
.  one  engaged  in  it. 

This  request  of  Commodore  Perrv  was  complied  with,  as  far  as  was 
practicable;  one  of  Mr.  Tarnali's  letters,  however,  had  slipt  from  bis 
hands  before  this  message  was  received— and  was  published. 

The  second  day  after  the  action.  I  attended  the  wounded  of  the  Ni- 
agara, (the  surgeon  of  that  vessel  navingbeen  sick,)  andoutof  twen^ 
cases,  not  more  than  one  or  two,  said  tney  were  wounded  while  Oap- 
tain  'Elliott  was  on  board  the  ship.  On  board  all  the  small  vessew 
which  Captain  Elliott  brought  up  towards  the  close  of  the  action,  the 
number  of  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  two  or  three.  The  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  LawrencOt  before  she  struc](, 
was  eighty -three. 

In  conversation  with  two  officers  of  the  dueen  Charlotte,  a  short 
time  after  the  action,  I  asked  them  why  the  Queen  directed  her  firie 
wholly  upon  the  Lawrence  instead  of  the  Niagara  ?  He  replied,  "  be- 
cause the  Niagara  was  so  far  off*  we  could  not  injure  her." 

From  all  these  facts,  and  others,  the  officers  of,  the  Lawrence  and 
some  of  the  other  vessels,  felt  exceedingly  disappointed  and  displeased 
with  the  official  report  of  Commodore  Perry,  on  account  of  the  hoao- 

Sible  mention  there  made  of  Captain  Elliott.     We  have,  neverthelesSi 
een  willing  to  believe  that  the  error  proceeded  from  the  best  motives. 
Midshipman  Lenox,  who  commanded  one  of  the  small  vessels,  has 
repeatedly  told  me  that  Captain  Elliott  had  said,  in  his  presence  io 
Buffalo,  that  he  regretted  he  did  not  sacrifice  the  neett  when  it  was  in 
his  power,  and  Captain  Perry  with  it. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  USHER  PARSONS. 

HoLMBs  Weavbb,  Just.  Pe<tce, 

E.— 3. 

When  the  American  squadron  had  approached  the  enemy  virithin 
about  a  mile,  and  the  enemy  had  commenced  firing,  the  signal  was 


Q^ieen  Charlotte,  and  within  naif  a  cable's  length.  The  Itawrene^ 
went  gallantly  into  close  action,  and  her  example  was  followed  by  the 
Caledonia,  Lieut.  Turner;  but  the  Niagara  continued  to  hug  the  wind, 
and  remained  in  the  position  she  had  taken  at  the  commencement  91 
the  action,  till  a  few  moments  previous  to  Com.  Perry  s  boarding  her. 
Tbere  could  not  be  any  rational  object  in  the  Niagara's  keeping  at  lo^g 
shot  with  the  Queen  Charlotte,  as  the  amount  and  description  of  thdr 
force  was  equal*  and  being  principally  carconades.  no  effect  could  «« 
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made  by  them  at  the  distance  Capt  Elliott  kept  his  ship.  Prom  th« 
number  of  light  sails  the  Niagara  nad,  and  there  being  a  leadinj^  wind, 
Capt.  Elliott  might  at  any  period  of  the  action  have  closed  with  the 
enemy,  and  relieved  the  Lawrence  from  the  dreadful  and  destructive 
fire  kept  up  upon  her  from  the  united  forces  of  the  Detroit  and  Queen 
Charlotte. 

It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron, 
that  Captain  Elliott  did  not  do  his  duty  in  the  action  of  the  lOth  of 
September ;  and  that  had  he  been  impelled  by  a  becoming  bravery,  he 
would  have  naade  g[reater  exertions  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
fight.  Great  irritation  was  produced  in  the  fleet  in  consequence  of  it, 
and  this  opinion  continued  to  be  freely  expressed  till  it  was  made 
known  that  Com.  Perry  was  desirous  of  protecting  Capt.  Elliott  from 
the  effects  of  such  reports.  Every  exertion  was  made  by  Com.  Perry 
to  screen  Capt.  Elliott  from  the  injurious  impressions  made  by  his  con- 
duct :  but  the  volunteers  in  thfe  fleet  did  not  pay  the  same  regard  to 
Com.  Perry's  wishes  as  was  done  by  the  officers ;  and  many  of  them 
having  witnessed  the  conduct  of  Captain  Elliott,  gave  full  expression 
to  their  feehngs  and  opinions  respecting  him. 

It  was  a  received  opinion  in  the  fleet  that  previous  to  Commodore 
Perry's  going  on  board  the  Niagara,  she  had  but  one  man  wounded, 
and  tnat  her  opponent,  the  Queen  Charlotte,  from  the  account  of  the 
British  officers,  had  suffered  but  very  slightly  previous  to  bemg  en- 
gaged in  close  action  with  Commodore  Perry. 

When  the  action  closed,  Captain  Elliott  was  on  board  the  Somera^ 
and  the  accounts  from  that  vessel  were  very  unfavorable  to  Captain 
Elliott's  bravery^  as  it  was  reported  he  beat  the  Captain  of  the  mm 
verv  severely  with,  a  speaking  trumpet,  for  having  laughed  at  nis 
dodging  a  shot  which  passed  over  him  from  the  enemy. 

THOS.  HOLDUP  STEVENS. 

E.-4. 

In  the  action  of  10th  of  Sept.  1813,  between  the  American  squadron, 
commanded  by  Com.  Perry,  and  the  British,  under  Com.  Barclay,  on 
Lake  Erie,  when  we  were  within  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  ene- 
my, who  had  commenced  firing,  the  signal  was  made  by  Commodore 
Perry,  "  engage  cut  you  come  up^  every  one  against  his  opponent.in  the 
line  be/ore  designated."  The  situation  of  the  Niagara  should  have 
been  aoreast  of  the  dueen  Charlotte,  and  of  course  as  near  as  she 
could  get,  as  previous  to  the  arAma  I  had  always  understaod  froin 
Com,  Pfiry  that  it  was  hia  ifiteiition  to  bnnff  the  onemy's  tlevt  to 
close  action  in  cjiee  of  *  cunflieL  Ths  Lawrence  weiu  inio  dose  ac- 
tion in  the  moRt  gallant  style,  followed  hy  the  CaUdonia  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  D.  Turn^^  who  Kept  her  in  her  station, 
agreed  hiy  to  sign  a  1 9.  The  Qiueen  Charlotte  made  sail  and  closed  up 
with  the  Detroit  shortly  after  the  action  commenced,  attd  directed  her 
fire  at  the  l^awrence.  The  Niagara  still  conlitiued  to  remain  a  long 
way  astern,  and  firing  at  long  shot ;  a  short  lime  before  Cotrtmodope 
Perry'a  ;:^f>iTie  on  boartl  of  her,  ?h<f  tangt?d  abend  cf  the  Lawrence  and 
to  wmdward  of  her,  bringinH  the  Commodore'^  flhip  between  her  and 
the  enemy,  when  i*be  mignt  nave  passed  to  leeward  and  reljeved  the 
Lawreni!(j  from  their  destructive  fire.  The  wind  b^nng  «t  that  time 
S,  B.  and  the  American  squadron  steering  Iirgei  (with  the  e^tceprion 
of  the  Lawrence^  she  being  at  thlit  time  disabled  and  lying  like  a  |:og 
tipoti  the  waierj  i  he  Caledonia  took  and  mainiainetl  her  station  in 
the  line,  which  was  jusi  aat^rn  of  the  Comin'>dore  dynng  the  whole 
of  the  action.    It  was  the  opinion  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
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8qaa4ron  that  Captain  Elliott  did  not  do  his  duty  in  the  action  on  that 
dfty,  and  that  had  his  conduct  been  that  of  a  brave  man,  there  is  nouoa* 
tible  reason  that  can  be  given  why  his  vessel  should  not  have  been 
brought  into  close  action  with  the  British  squadron,  before  Commo- 
dore Perry  went  on  board  of  her. 

Great  indignation  was  expressed  by  the  officers  in  general,  at  the 
base  conduct  of  Capt  Elliott  in  neglecting  to  support  the  Lawrence  aa 
he  ought  to  have  done.  But  understanding  that  the  Commodore  de- 
sired to  screen  him,  they  forebore  to  make  any  remarks  publicly  upon 
his  conduct.  The  volunteers  in  the  fleet,  however,  not  being  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  motives  which  induced  those  under  Com.  Per- 
ry's command  to  remain  silent,  expressed  there  feelings  without  any 
reserve  whatever.  At  the  close  of  the  action,  Capt.  Elliott  was  on 
board  of  the  Somers^  and  behaved  (as  was  reported  by  the  officers  and 
crew  of  that  vessel)  m  a  manner  totally  unbecoming  an  officer,  by 
beating  the  Captain  of  the  gun  severely  with  a  speaking  trumpet,  for 
his  laughing  while  he,  Capt  Elliott,  dodged  a  shot. 

On  or  about  the  1st  of  October,  1813,  while  commanding  the  U.  S. 
Schooner  Scorpion,  on  Lake  St.  Clair,  Capt.  Elliott  came  on  board ; 
in  the  course  of 'the  conversation,  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  being  intro- 
duced, he  observed,  ''  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Lawrence,  in- 
cluding Commodort  Perry,  were  by  no  means  entitled  to  prize  money ; 
and  still  further,  that  the  other  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  were 
even  entitled  to  prize  money  for  her,  she  being  a  recaptured  vessel.** 
He  also  observed,  that  in  the  action  he  was  so  far  from  the  enemy  that 
he  only  fired  his  12  pounders  during  two  hours  and  a  half;  the  reason 
he  assigned  was,  that  he  had  no  signal  from  the  Commodore  to 
change  his  situation ;  complained  much  of  Commodore  Perry's  injuck 
tice  towards  him,  and  said,  "JTe  only  regretted  ffiat  he  had  not  sacri- 
ficed the  Jteet  ime^M  toaa  in  his  power  to  have  done  «o,  on  that  oc- 
count.  He  also  e^essed  sentiments  to  that  effect  frequently  after- 
wards at  Buffalo,  as  I  was  informed  by  the  citizens,  and  Midsnipmaii 
Senatt,  who  was  present  when  the  observations  were  made. 

STEPHEN  CHAMPLIN. 

E.-HI. 

On  the  lOth  of  Sept.  1813,  the  action  on  Lake  Erie  commenced  by  a 
firing  fh>m  the  enemy's  flag-ship,  on  the  Lawrence,  about  the  distance 
of  a  mile.  T%e  signal  was  previously  mtide  by  Commodore  Perry^ 
for  our  vessels  to  engage  as  they  come  up,  each  against  his  opponent  tn 
the  Briti^  line,  designated  by  the  order  of  the  battU,  which  made  the 
ship  Queen  Charlotte  the  antagonist  of  the  Niagara,  command^  by 
Capt.  Elliott ;  it  being  understood  by  the  commanders  of  the  Ameri- 
can vessels,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Commodore  Perry  to  bring 
the  enemy  to  close  action  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Lawrence  imme- 
diately closed  mth.  the  Detroit,  and  her  example  was  gsdlantly  follow- 
ed by  the  Caledonia,  Lieutenant  Turner,  the  Scorpion  and  Ariel. 
Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle,  the  enemy's  ship, 
Queen  Charlotte,  made  sail,  and  passed  ahead  of  the  opponent  of  the 
Caledonia,  and  opened  a  destructive  fire  on  the  Lawrence,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Detroit ;  but  the  Niagara,  from  some  mysterious  cause, 
remained  in  the  position  she  held  at  the  commencement  of  the  action. 
The  conduct  of  Capt.  Elliott,  in  thus  keeping  bis  vessel  out  of  dose 
action,  wa«  evidently  the  cause  of  the  great  length  of  time  the  action 
lasted,  and  made  the  result,  for  a  time,  doubtful.    When  the  Nia^fara 

ftassed  to  windward  of  the  Lawrence^  she  appeared  to  have  sustained- 
ittle  or  no  injury.    After  the  action  closed,  the  censure  on  the  beha- 
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▼ior  of  Capt  Elliott  wae  f^enera]  and  eevere,  not  anly  by  the  officer! 
of  the  Lawrence,  but  thi}m  of  the  »n\ul\  vessels  j  ho  much  so,  that 
the  officers  did  not  hesitatB  t<]  »^y,  thai  Cdpl  EIUok  must  have  been 
actuated  by  cowardly  or  jjinbitioua  motives,  until  it  was  made  known, 
through  Lieut.  Turner,  thnt  it  wi^e  the  wish  of  Commodore  Perry  to 
suppress  any  reports  prejudicial  to  Capt.  Elliott  In  eonversauon 
with  some  of  the  British  oJlii^era*  some  time  after  the  aution,  I  heard 
them  give,  as  a  reason  for  the  Uuei^n  CharJotte^i  chan^ng  her  posi- 
tion and  nrimz  upon  the  LawreoLft,  that  iti  t^'onaequence  of  the  Nia- 
gara, Capt.  Elhott.  being  at  so  great  a  dietaijce,  the  guns  of  their 
vessels  could  not  be  used  with  afTect.  It  waa  reported  that  Capt. 
Elliott,  at  the  close  of  the  actio  n^  beliaved  in  an  tin  officer-]  ike  man- 
ner on  board  the  Schooner  Soniers.  hv  beating  a.  Captain  of  a  gun 
with  a  trumpet,  for  laughing  aa  he  oojgad  a  ^liot  which  passed  over 
him  from  the  enemy.  It  waa  the  retjeived  opinion  in  the  fleet,  that 
the  Niagara  had  but  one  or  twti  rnen  wounded  on  board  of  her,  when 
Commodore  Perry  took  the  command,  and  that  »hc  had  sustained 
but  slight  injury  previous  tw  timi  timt.  I  freq^jantJy  heard,  after  Com- 
modore Perrv  left  the  sUUion,  that  Capt.  Elliott  then  in  command, 
had  drculatea  reports  anions  the  citii^na  a&  well  as  officer*,  respect- 
mg  me  conduct  of  Comnioaore  Ptrry  im media teJy  sfier  he  got  on 
board  the  Niagara,  which  were  calculated  to  injure  Commodore 
Perry,  and  were  honorabJe  to  hinisell 

THOS.  BREESE. 

E.— 6. 

In  the  action  of  the  10th  of  September.  1813,  between  the  American 

g[uadron,  commanded  by  Commodore  Ferry,  and  the  British,  under 
ommodore  Barclay,  on  Lake  Erie,  when  we  wA  about  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  the  enemy  he  commenced  firing.  The  signal  was  made  by 
Commodore  Perry,  Engage  as  you.  come  up^  each  vessel  against  her 
opponent^  as  previously  designated."  The  situation  of  the  Niagara 
should  have  been  abreast  of  the  Queen  Charlotie,  and  as  near  as  she 
couldget ;  as,  previous  to  the  action,  I  had  always  understood  that  it 
was  Commodore  Perry's  intention  to  bring  the  enemy  to  close  quar- 
ters as  soon  as  possible  in  case  of  an  action. 

The  Lawrence  went  gallantly  into  close  action,  but  the  Niagara 
continued  to  keep  at  a  much  greater  distance  astern  than  when  the 
action  commenced. 

The  Queen  Charlotte  made  sail  soon  after  the  action  began,  and 
closed  with  the  Detroit,  for  the  purpose  of  durecting  her  fire  at  the 
Lawrence  in  conjunction  with  the  Detroit.  The  Niagara,  by  backing 
her  maintopsail  and  brailing  up  her  jib,  was  not  enabled  to  fire  but 
at  long  shots,  with  her  bow  guns,  for  a  long  time  during  the  action. 
A  few  minutes  before  Commodore  Perry  went  on  board  the  Niagara, 
she  ranged  ahead  of  the  Lawrence  and  to  windward  of  her,  bring- 
ing the  Commodore's  ship  between  her  and  the  enemy,  when  it  was 
in  Capt  Elliott's  power  to  have  passed  to  leeward  And  relieved  the 
Lawrence  from  the  destructive  fire  of  the  Detroit  and  Queen  Char- 
lotte, the  wind  being  at  that  time  S.  E.  and  the  American  squadron 
steering  large,  with  the  exception  of  the  Lawrence,  she  being  at  that 
time  entirely  disabled  and  unmanageable.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  squadron,  that  Capt.  Elliott  did  not  do  his 
duty  on  the  loth  of  September^  ana  that,  had  his  conduct  been  thai  of 
a  brave  man,  there  is  no  possible  reason  that  can  be  g^ven  why  his 
vessel  was  not  brousht  into  close  action  with  the  British  squadron 
long  before  Cuinmodore  Perry  went  on  board  of  her,  she  beUig  equal 
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in  point  of  8ai]ins[  with  the  Lawrence.  Great  indignation  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  omcers  in  general,  at  the  base  conduct  of  Captain 
Elliott  in  neglecting  to  support  the  Lawrence;  but  understanding 
from  LieuteniAat  Turner  that  Commodore  Perry  wished  to  screen 
Capt.  Elliott,  we  forebore  to  make  any  remaks  publicly  on  his  con- 
duct. The  volunteers,  however,  not  being  actuated  by  the  same  mo- 
tives that  induced  those  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Perry  to 
remain  silent,  expressed  their  feelings  without  any  reserve  whatever. 
At  the  close  of  the  action,  Captam  Elliott  was  on  board  of  the 
Schooner  Somers,  and  behaved,  as  I  am,  told  by  the  officers  of  that 
vessel,  in  a  manner  altogether  unbecoming  an  officer,  by  beating  a 
Captain  of  a  gun  severely  with  a  speaking  trumpet  for  laughmg  when 
he  (Captain  Elliott)  dodged  a  shot. 

He  also  arrested  the  commanding  officer  of  that  vessel  (Sailing  Mas- 
ter Almey)  for  intoxication,  and  I  have  frequently  been  informed,  bv  the 
officers  and  men  of  that  vessel,  that  he  was  in  a  perfect  state  or  so- 
briety, and  did  every  thing  that  a  brave  man  could  do  to  destroy  the 
enemy.  I  was  ordered  to  that  vessel  a  few  hours  after  the  action  and 
found  him  perfectly  sober,  but  his  feelings  much  wounded  by  Capt. 
Elliott's  false  report.  I  was  told  by  Lieutenant  Champhn  and  others, 
that  Captain  Elliott  said  he  refitett^  he  did  not  sacrifice  the  American 
fleet,  and  that  it  was  decidedly  in  his  power  lo  have  done  so.  Capt 
Elliott  applied  to  me  for  a  certificate  of  his  conduct  in  that  action ;  I 
told  him  tnat  I  could  not  say  any  thing  in  his  favor,  and  that  I  stood 
ready  at  any  time  to  give  my  sentiments  before  a  Court  of  investiga- 
tion. After  the  action  I  was  on  board  the  Caledonia,  when  Captain 
Bignall  of  the  British  Navy,  remarked,  that  had  Captain  Elliott  be- 
longed to  the  BriM^  iVavy,  ne  would  have  been  hanged. 

Mr.  Magraih,  who  signed  a  letter  ];)rejudicial  to  the  character  of 
Captain  Perry,  told  me  ne  would  sacrifice  his  right  arm  if  he  could 
withdraw  his  name  from  that  paper. 

THOMAS  BROWNELL. 

E.— 7. 

I  am  reauested  to  state  such  facts  as  came  within  ray  knowledge  re- 
lating to  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  on  the  lOth  of  September,  1813,  at 
which  time  I  was  Sailing  Master  on  board  the  Lawrence.  Our  squad- 
ron was  then  laying  in  Put-in- Bay.  with  some  small  islands,  of  which 
Snake  Island  was  the  chief,  to  the  leeward.  At  day  light,  the  enemy^s 
squadron  was  discovered  m  the  N.  W.  from  the  mast  head  of  tne 
Lawrence;  when  Commodore  Perry  immediately  ordered  the  signal 
made  to  get  under  weigh.  After  we  had  got  under  weigh,  he  asked 
me,  if  I  thought  we  should  be  able  to  work  out  to  windward  of  the 
elands,  in  time  to  gain  the  weather  gage  of  the  enemy.  I  replied, 
that  I  did  not  think  we  could,  the  wind  then  being  at  S.  W.  and  light 
The  Commodore  then  said  he  would  wear  ship,  and  go  to  leeward  of 
the  islands,  as  he  was  determined  to  bring  the  enemy  to  battle  that  day, 
even  if  he  gave  them  the  weather  gage.  The  wmd,  however,  at  this 
time  hauled  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  and  enabled  us  to  clear 
the  .islands,  and,  keep  the  weather  gage.  At  10  A.  M.  the  enemy,  de- 
spairing of  gaining  the  wind,  hove  to  m  line,  with  their  heads  to  the 
w^tward,  at  about  three  leagues  distance ;  tne  wind  then  about  S.  E. 
and  a  light  breeze.  The  signal  to  prepare  for  action  was  made  firom 
the  Lawrence,  at  a  quarter  before  meridian.  The  enemy's  flag  ship 
fired  a  single  shot  at  the  Lawrence.  Signal  was  madef<yr  each  vcmcI 
to  engage  Her  opponent^  as  designated  in  previous  orders ;  whicff  made 
the  Lawrence  opposed  to  the  enemy's  new  ship  Detroit,  and  the  Niag- 
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ara  to  the  Queen  Charlotte.     Commw^flre  P^rry  ihen  tird^ed^t 
twrri  passed  by  trumpti,  ihrou^h  Captain  BllM,  for  i\i^  American 
ggvadroii  to  d&st  up,  GJt  be/are  prRscribtd^  which  vsas  at  hnlf  cable  s 
tlneth  dUtaTitx.    At  meridian,  finding  the  enemjf  mtbm  reac^  of  our 
carrtmades,  opened  our  fire,  and  continued  neanng  them  unm  wit  Jim 
cantiister  rBn^e,  and  were  ^allanrly  siipporled  by  the  Caledonia.  Lieu- 
tenant TLirner^  and  by  the  Ariel  arid   Scorpion,  botb  on  out  weather 
bow     Sbt>rtly  after  the  action  comment'tcij  I  oh  served  tUe  Niagara  to 
be  a  cotieiderable  distance  a&tern,  mtk  her  maintopsail  to  tk€  muatj 
and  hsrjib  braihd  u^  -'  and  I  am  airongly  imvr^ss&d jyctthttie  belief, 
thai  her  top  gallant  tfnifji  were  never  sd  vnhl  Commadi^rc  F'irry  ittnl 
on  board  of  her,  alter  the  I-awrence  bad  beep  diaahkd     Once  or  twice 
dunng  the  engagement,  1  aak^  Captain  Pmy  tf  he  obBcrvcd  ihe  con- 
duct of  thai  ship,  and  the  different  conduct  of  the  Caledoma.    The 
enemy's  ship.  Queen  Charbtte,  taking  advamnge  of  the  ^reat  distance 
at  which  the  NlaRara  kepi  heraelf,  closed  with  tTie  Detrait,  and  opened 
her  fire  in  concert  with  that  ship  upon  the  Lawrence,  which  proved  so 
deatruclive,  that,  by  half  past  one  o^ clock,  P.  M.  we  were  completely 
diaabl^ed,  and  our  decks  covered  with  killed  and  wounded  ;  bu  t  the  an- 
im  a  tins  exertion  B  of  Captain  Perry  kept  ahve  the  Bpirita  of  the  amall 
remnnnt  of  our  crew,  and  the  action  was  continued  until  only  one  gun 
coubl  be  fired,  ai  whieh  Captain  Perry  aasiated  bimaclf.    He  then  de^ 
teimiTied  to  quit  the  Lawrence,  and  take  comtiiand  of  the  Niagara, 
which  ship  be  observed  did  not  appear  to  be  much  mjured.    The  Ame- 
rican aaerhe  said,  ahould  not  be  liaukd  down  from  over  hia  bead  on 
thai  dhy:    At  the  time  of  Captain's  Perry*a  leavmg  the  LawTcn^^u,  the 
Niagara  wag  paasing  our  larbosrd  beam,  at  from  a^jwftrtor  to  half  a 
mile^ft  distance;  leaving  the  Lawrence  between  that  ship  and  iheene- 
mv.    The  Caledonia  at  the  same  time  paasmg  our  etarbgam  beam, 
anxi  between  us  and  the  enemy.  _  i  anxiously  watched  the  coursa  of 
our  noble  commander,  a Aer  he  left  the  Lawrence  for  the  Niaga^. 
Tha  enemy  bad  discovered  his  desu;n,  and  directed  thair  fire  at  tn© 
boat  he  was  in.    He  however  lemamed  standing  up  in  her  eiero,  until 
the  entreaties  of  the  men  prevailed  upon  him  to  sit  down.    1  J  earn  t 
afterwards,  that  they  had  implured  him  with  tears  not  to  expose  him- 
self as  a  mark  for  the  enemy's  fire?  and  finally  declared  that  they 
would  lay  on  f hoir  oars,  unless  he  sat  down.    It  was  a  considerable 
time,  with  all  the  exertions  of  the  boaf  s  crew,  before  CopiamPcriT 
couli  come  up  with  the  Niagara.    When  hejltd  gel  ^ri  board  that  ship, 
lie  immodvatery  brought  her  into  action  ;  and  passmg  throufih  the  en e- 
my's  squadron,  poured  into  them  a  tremendous  fire  from  both  SMiea, 
In  a  feTminutes,  the  enemy^s  vessels  surrendered  to  him  ^^"^^^l^'ii^ 
their  colors,  excrat  two  small  vcsaels,  whvch  attempted  to  escape,  bat 
were  pursued  and  captured.  ,.  „„  ,i  „  r  *« 

1  bid  assisted  in  the  equipment  of  the  ^iftpra,  as  well  ^  the  Laif^ 
renee.  The  former  shio  was  in  all  respects  Fully  equal  to  t^e  latter  ta 
aiie,  in  number,  weight,  and  description  of  Eq^^i,,  P.^e^P^^^ 
Smrnt,  and  in  point  o'f  saiUng.  Before  Captam  EJ^ott  arnved  on 
Lake  Eric,  the  Niagara  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Turner  anrt 
the  squadron  had  already  been  out  one  cmise,  .'S>^t;P^f^^'|^fl^j£ 
volumeer  militia.  Captam  Rlliott  brought  up  wuh  him  fi^m0Rtano 
from  90  to  lOT  ynme  men ;  the  chief  part  of  which  he  ook  9^»^™ 
■     ^  Ich  ship  was  much  better  manned  than  the  Lawrence; 

n  of  whose  crew  was  on  the  sick  list,  and  most  oftlie 
r^dve  men  ;  consisting  chiefly  of  volunleer  mihtia  of 


the  Ningara.  wn; 

a  greiit  nroporlio..  ^.  ,  ^--  ,. 

remainder  not  efTective  men  j  consisting  ctiiefly  l.  ^— ;"""'"  "u^:-.;^ 
oil  descriptions,  and  exhausted  by  previous  exertiona.  I  wi«  on  boaro 
iheNiairaTa  when  Captain  EHiott  took  command  of  her^  and  wnjji 
tbat  part  of  her  crew  which  came  fromthoOntano  first  came  on  boiWi 
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and  I  observed  that  ae  tbey  came  alongside  in  their  boats,  he  called 
out  from  among  them  the  men  previous!?  designated  for  the  difierent 
posts  and  stations  about  the  ship  and  tops ;  so  that  it  appeared  that  his 
men  were  already  selected.  This  occasioned  my  observing  to  Com- 
modore Perry,  that  the  different  vessels  of  the  squadron  were  very  un- 
equally manned,  in  consequence  of  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  ef- 
fective men  being  engrossed  by  the  Niagara  alone.  He  did  not  think 
proper,  however,  to  make  any  alteration.  All  necessary  orders  previ- 
ous to  the  engagement  were  distinctly  given  in  writing,  and  put  into 
the  hands  of  each  commander  u  and  the  last  words  of  Commodore 
Perry  to  all  the  officers  assembled  on  the  eve  of  the  battle,  (as  was 
related  to  me  at  the  time,^  were  that  he  could  not  advise  them  better 
than  in  the  words  of  Lord  Nelson—"  If  you  lay  your  enemy  alongside, 
you  cannot  he  out  qf  your  place"  After  the  firing  had  commenced 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  at  about  a  mile's  distance,  Commodore  Per- 
ry gave  an  order  by  trumpet  for  the  vessels  astern  to  close  up  in  the 
hne.  T%e  Niagara  was  then  near  enough  to  the  Lawrenee  to  receive 
and  pass  this  order.  I  do  not  think  she  was,  during  the  engagement, 
much  nearer  to  the  enemy  than  she  then  was,  until  brought  into  ac- 
tion by  Commodore  Perry.  It  was  generally  understood,  that  one  or 
two  only  of  her  men  had  then  been  wounded.  If  it  had  been  the  de- 
sire of  the  commander  of  the  Niagara  to  have  joined  in  the  action, 
and  engaged  the  Queen  Charlotte,  as  ordered,  I  know  of  no  cause 
which  could  have  prevented  his  so  doing.  The  wind,  though  lights 
was  favorable^  and  there  was  as  much  of  it  for  the  Niagara  as  for  the 
Lawrence.  It  was  the  seneral  opinion  of  the  officers  after  the  battle, 
that  had  the  Niagara  followed  the  example  of  the  Lawrence,  the  ene- 
my would  have  been  compelled  to  surrender  in  a  much  shorter  time, 
and  with  much  less  loss  on  our  side.  So  much  indignation  was  excited 
by  the  conduct  of  the  Niagara,  that  even  the  seamen  broke  out  in  open 
murmurs :  but  Commodore  Perry  requested  the  officers  to  silence  eve- 
ry complaint  against  Captain  Elliott,  saying  that  sufficient  honor  had 
been  gained  for  all ;  and  he  was  desirous  that  the  public  attention 
might  not  be  attracted  to  any  differences  in  the  fleet.  His  official  ac- 
count, when  read  at  Erie,  gave  much  dissatisfaction  to  most  of  the 
officers.    They  thought  Captain  Elliott  too  honorably  mentioned  in  it. 

W.  V.  Taylor,  Lieut.  U.  S.  N. 


F.-I. 


On  the  evening  of  the  9th  Sept  1813,  Capt.  Oliver  H.  Perry  called 
on  board  the  Niagara  to  see  Capt.  Elliott  and  myself;  we  not  being 
on  board,  word  was  left  to  call  on  board  the  Lawrence  on  our  return ; 
whether  we  went  immediately  or  not  1  cannot  say.  as  it  was  known 
he  was  on  shore ;  it  is  my  impression  we  waited  and  all  three  went  on 
hoard  the  Lawrence  together,  where  we  spent  the  evening.  It  was 
then  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  next  day  at  their  anchorage, 
Capt.  Elliott  to  lead  the  van. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  vessels  were  short  apeak  by 
fflgnal,  and  were  preparing  to  get  under  weigh,  when  a  aifmal  from  the 
Lawrence  informed  us  the  enemy  were  m  sight  to  windward.  The 
wind  being  very  light,  boats  were  got  ahead,  and  every  exertion  made 
to  get  the  fleet  out,  which  we  succeeded  in,  when  the  wind  changed  in 
our  favor,  though  very  light  We  were  close  together,  when  bv  Capt. 
Perry's  request  I  pointed  out  the  different  ships  i  he  determined  to  at- 
tack the  heavy  aoip  himseli^  by  which  the  arrangements  of  the  previ* 
39 
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imn  evening;  wefe  4om  swtkf.  The  Lawrence  to  letd  Md  attack  tlM 
Detroit;  the  Caledonia,  the  Hnnter;  the  Niagnra,  the  Charlotte,  and 
ao  on.  The  enemy  opened  the  fire  from  the  I>etr<Ht  at  a  very  {^at 
(iistance,  and  very  little  damage  was  done  on  either  side  for  some  time; 
at  length  the  battle  became  pretty  general  with  the  three  leading  ves- 
aela.  Seeing  the  Lawrence  bearing  the  heaviest  part  of  the  battle, 
ithough  the  Ariel  and  Porcupine  were  a  little  to  windwurd  and  ahead, 
to  draw  part  of  the  enemy's  fire  off,)  Capt.  Elliott  determined  to  break 
the  line  and  make  more  sail,  and  ran  close  to  the  Caledonia,  and  re- 
mrested  Mr.  Turner  to  bear  up  and  let  him  pass  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Lawrence,  which  he  did.  We  had  now  a  better  opportunity  with 
the  Charlotte,  and  continued  a  heavy  fire  on  her.  Coming  near  the 
Lawrence,  a  boat  was  discovered  coming  off  from  her,  which  soon 
passed  under  our  stern,  and  came  to  our  larboard  gang-way,  when 
Capt.  Perry  came  on  boar(L  and  observed.  *'  the  damned  gun  boats 
have  ruined  me,  and  I  am  afraid  they  have  lost  me  the  day."  Captain 
Elliott  observed,  ^  take  charge  of  my  battery,  and  IMl  bring  them  ap 
and  save  it,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  Something  was  then  asked 
about  the  crew  being  much  injured,  &c.  when  Captain  Elliott  imme- 
diately departed. 

Capt.  Ferry  then  directed  the  vessel  laid  close  to  the  large  ship,  and 
observed  to  me,  that  she  was  much  injured,  and  would  not  give  her 
np.  The  engagement  now  became  very  warm,  the  gun  boats  getting 
up  veiT  ftist :  the  smoke  clearing  a  Httle  away,  the  Lady  Prevost  was 
seen  dead  ahead  of  us ;  Captain  Perrv  directed  her  decks  cleared  by 
the  marines,  which  was  soon  done  and  her  colors  struck,  or  shot  away. 
By  this  time  some  of  the  gun  boats  were  up.  particularlv  the  one  Capt. 
Elliott  was  on  board  of  raking  the  large  ship,  which  soon  atruck  her 
colors,  as  well  as  the  Charlotte  and  others. 

When  Captain  Elliott  came  on  board,  Captain  Perry  shook  him  by 
the  hand,  and  observed,  "  I  owe  this  to  you."  Indeed,  I  thought  he 
paid  him  a  very  high  compliment.  Lieut.  Smith,  nor  no  other  person, 
ever  mentioned  to  me  that  they  heard  what  was  passing  at  the  time 
between  them,  when  Capt.  Perry  came  on  board,  as  he  was  on  the  op- 
posite side  at  his  (luarters. 

H.  B.  BBavooat. 

BtlroUy  Nov,  7, 1818. 

Sworn  to  before  Geo.  M'Douoall,  Notary  Public,  Michigan  Territo- 
ry, Nov.  7,  I8ia 

F.-2. 

Capt,  Jesse  D.  EUioU,  United  States'  Navy, 

WaShinoton-Citv,  Jan.  22d,  1821. 

Sir,— It  was  with  pain  for  ytnir  feelings,  disgust  at  the  motives  and 
^otdempt  for  ita  author^  that  1  yesterday  perused  an  anonymous  pam- 
toMet,  puit>orting  to  be  copies  of  certain  documents  left  by  the  late  Com. 
O.  H.Peiiy,  relative  to  a  difference  which  existed  between  vou  con- 
cerning your  conduct  on  the  memorable  10th  Sept.  1813.  And  as  I  had 
Hhe  honor  of  bdng  in  the  fleat  and  during  part  of  the  engagement  under 
your  command,  Ideem  it  a  duty,  and  I  feel  a  (p-eat  pleasure  in  stating 
Ml  that  I  know  on  th6atd>jeet,.for  your  satis&ction,  as  wdl  as  for  the  in- 
fbrmatioA  of  thoae  who  may  fod  interested.  As  well  as  I  rememberr 
%K^  began  the  action,  the  CommodoEe  in  front,  the  Caledonia  next,  ma 
Ifiagara  a»d  gun  boats  in  succession^^Hny  veasal  Mie  8e«iers)  bcihiff 
%idtt  %ft  the  Niiutara.  I  believe  the  two  larger  vessels  of  the  enemy  had 
«he  vAU  of  theb  line^tbe  wind  was  light  atid  the  Lawrence  reached 
•ome  Pittance  a  head,  and  in  action,  when  it  became  perlbotly  ^tAth ; 
ixid  in  this  tttoatiMi  we  continued  the  engagement  some  time,  (the 
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Nifigftn  and  some  ^  the  gun  boats  keeping  op  a  fini)  when  ike 
CMumodore  was  seen  to  be  much  shattered ;  the  wiod  sprung  np 
— the  Caledonia  bore  up,  and  the  Niagara  pushed  a-head  of  her,  as 
also  did  the  Soincars,  we  leaving  her  (the  Caledonia)  on  the  star- 
board quarter;  and  just  after  Ji  saw  the  Commodore  board  the  Niagara, 
and  you,  Sir,  taking  hW  place  in  the  boat^troceeded  to  the  small  vessels, 
boarded  each  as  you  passed  and  urged  us  on.  You  soon  returned, 
came  on  board  the  Somers,  and  ordered  us  to  cease  firing,  and  draw  the 
round  shot  9Ut  o/tiu  guns  and  replace  them  with  grape  and  cannister 
—the  quarter  gunner  at  the  32  being  about  to  fire,  did  not  appear  topay 
attention  to  the  order,  and  persisted  in  firing,  whereuponyou  struck  him 
with  a  trumpet  which  you  held  in  your  hand ;  and  this  is  the laugrhing 
sctne,  when  you  are  made  to  dodge  a  ^ain  shot  1 1— Of  your  general  de- 
portment during  the  engagement,  as  far  as  I  saw,  there  was  no  want 
of  ardor  patriotism,  or  valor;  for  when  you  came  on  board  my  vessel, 
I  naturally  took  your  countenance  for  encouragement,  which  1  fully  re- 
ceived ;  I  however  did  not  approve  of  the  punishment  of  the  man  at 
the  gun  at  that  moment,  though  he  deserved  it  for  his  inattention  to  or- 
ders, and  I  believe  I  afterwards  stated  this  to  you  at  Erie.  As  regards 
the  charge  of  partiality.  I  saw  of  none,  I  knew  of  none,  and  1  do  not 
believe  that  any  existed.  In  relation  to  the  charge  of  exciting  a  party 
asainst  Com.  Perry,  I  heard  nothing  of  it  during  my  stay  on  the  Lake^ 
which  was  to  February,  1814 ;  I  knew,  however,  that  many  of  the  offi- 
cers were  your  enemies— but  I  understood  it  to  have  proceeded  from  a 
supposition  that  you  were  too  severe  a  disciplinarian,  and  not  from  any 
other  cause ;— and  at  one  time  I  myself  entertained  a  similar  opinion : 
only  my  more  mature  reasoning  has  convinced  me  that  it  proceeded 
from  a  zeal  on  vour  part  for  the  welfare  of  the  Navy,,  and  to  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duty ;  these  are  mv  sentiments  on  this  disagreeable  sub- 
ject, candidly  expressed ;  and  1  do  hope  that  they  will  have  the  effect 
on  the  mind  of  eveiy  honorable  man,  to  prevent  any  wrong  impressions 
which  the  author  of  the  insiduous  pamphlet  which  drew  them  forth,  in- 
tended'to  make. 

You  will  do  me  the  favor  to  use  this  paper  as  you  deem  most  expe- 
dient ^ 

With  considerations  of  respect  and  esteem.  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  very  obed't  servant. 
D.  C.  NlCHOLa 

P.-a. 

Statement  of  Lieut.  Conklin,  who  commanded  the  Tigress,  the  ves- 
sel a-stem  of  the  Niagara. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action,  between  the  American  and 
British  fleets  on  Lake  Erie,  the  Brig  Niagara  was  in  the  station  which 
had  been  assigned  her,  and  appeared  to  behave  well ;  when  the  signal  was 
made  for  closer  action,  that  vessel  was  near  the  enemy's  ships  Detroit 
and  Queen  Charlotte,  keeping  up  a  well  directed  fire;  and  the  conduct 
of  Capt  Elliott  in  bringing  the  smaller  vessels  into  close  action,  evinced 
the  utmost  activity  and  bravery. 

A.  H.  M.  CONKLIN. 

P.— 4. 

Norfolk,  May,  20, 1821. 
Sir.— -By  a  pamphlet  recently  published,  charges  are  made  against 
you,  derogatory  to  the  honors  awarded  by  your  country,  for  the  skill 
and  valor  you  exerted  in  the  memorable  action  of  the  iOtn  of  Sept.  1813. 
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I  WAS  on  board  the  Schooner  Tigress,  commanded  by  loeut  Conklin, 
and  from  my  observation,  am  fully  persuaded  that  your  vessel  was  ably 
and  judiciously  fought 

Your  activity  i-  ^- — '— 
situation  where  y 

has  been  so  well , ^ 

that  day,  and  so  generally  acknowledged  by  the  public,  that  my  testi- 
mony cannot  be  necessary  to  establish  it 

I  regret  that  the  lon^  period  which  has  elapsed,  and  my  partial  ex- 
perience in  my  profession  at  the  time,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  detiul 
other  circumstances  of  the  action  ;  but  I  with  great  pleasure  state  that 
the  most  favorable  impressions  remained  on  my  mind  in  regard  to  your 
conduct  on  the  occasion.  Sentiments  coinciding  with  these  impres- 
sions, I  had  believed  universal,  till  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  Erie,  some 
time  in  October;  when  meeting  with  Lieut  Yamall  on  the  beach,  he 
informed  me  some  difference  had  arisen  between  you  and  the  Commo- 
dore, respecting  the  action ;  Lieut  Yamall  added,  that  for  his  part  he 
had  always  given  you  an  equal  share  in  the  victory,  or  words  to  that 
effect  I  observe  it  stated,  that  there  was  no  such  officer  in  the  fleet  as 
Mr.  Nichols ;  he  was  on  board  the  Somers  during  the  action,  as  a  re- 
ference to  the  muster  roll  of  officers  and  men  serving  on  that  day  will 
show.  No  such  story  as  that  of  your  dodging  from  a  chain  shot  was 
.ever  heard  by  me  in  the  sguadron. 

When  all  on  that  occasion  equally  exerted  themselves  to  contribute 
to  success,  it  is  much  to  be  deplored  that  at  this  distant  day,  a  spirit 
should  have  arisen,  intended  to  detract  from  the  reputation  of  any. 
HUGH  N.  PAGE,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Capt  J.  D.  Eluott. 

F.-5. 

NewYork,  Feb.  lltfc,  192I. . 

Sir, — ^It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  have  observed  in  the  public 
prints,  the  subject  of  your  former  controversy  with  Com.  Perry,  revived 
by  some  person  or  persons  unknown  :  and  I  am  induced  from  motives 
of  justice,  and  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  to  the  service,  voluntarily  to 
tender  you  my  sentiments  with  regard  to  your  conduct  and  occurrences 
during  the  action  of  the  lOth  Sept.  1813,  on  Lake  Erie. 

I  recollect  perfectly,  having  the  morning  watch  on  board  the  Niagara, 
on  that  day,  and  at  day  light  or  a  little  after,  while  at  anchor  in,Put-in- 
Bay,  the  enemy's  squadron,  consisting  of  six  sail,  were  descried,  and 
reported  by  the  man  at  mast-head.  The  signal  for  weighing  was  soon 
made  by  the  Commodore,  and  immediately  comphed  with  by  our 
squadron,  after  which  the  necessary  preparation  for  action  was  made. 

Several  hours  were  emplc/yed  in  beating  out  of  the  Bay,  and  obtain- 
ing an  offing.  At  10  A.  M.  the  wind  became  very  light,  and  suddenly 
hauled  in  our  favor,  when  we  formed  the  line  in  the  following  order 
and  bore  up  for  the  enemy.  The  Lawrence  in  the  van  with  the  Scor- 
pion and  Ariel,  (two  schooners)  close  on  her  weather  bow.  The 
Caledonia  second  and  Niagara  third  in  the  line,  in  close  order  with  the 
Caledonia.  The  schooners  a-stern  in  irregular  order,  and  making 
every  exertion  to  gain  their  proper  stations  in  the  Une. 

At  15  minutes  before  12,  the  first  guns  were  fired  from  the  enemy's 
flag  ship  Detroit  at  the  distance,  I  judge,  of  1  mile  and  a  half;  at  10 
minutes  before  12  the  firing  commenced  on  our  part,  and  at  meridian 
became  general.  And  a  convincing  proof  that  the  Niagara  participa- 
ted in  the  action  from  the  commencement,  is,  that  a  very  few  minutes 
after  the  first  gun  was  fired,  and  before  the  action  became  general,  I  re- 
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toonoet  that  two  of  the  Nifwara's  fofetop-raaat  back-stays  w^re  cut  in 
two  by  a  chain  shot,  which  I  believe  to  have  been  fired  fVom  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  she  beinti:  directly  on  our  lee-beam,  and  directing  her  fire 
principally  at  the  Niagara;  and  also  near  the  same  period  several  men 
were  killed  and  wounded  m  the  first  and  second  division.  I  am  thus 
particular,  Sir^  in  consequence  of  the  erroneous  impression  which  I  am 
induced  to  beheve  many  people  labor  under,  that  the  Niagara  was  not 
in  reach  of  the  enemy's  shot,  and  consequently  took  no  share  in  the 
engagement  until  after  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Perry  on  board  of 
her. 

The  Niagara  maintained  her  position  in  the  action  dose  a*stem  of 
the  Caledonia,  and  a-breast  of  her  adversary,  the  Qneen  Charlotte ; 
keeping  up  an  incessant  firing  and  receiving  hers  until  1  P.  M.  when 
the  Ctueen  Charlotte  evidently,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  the  fire  of  the 
Niagara,  bore  up  and  run  on  the  lee-quarter  of  the  Detroit  and  com- 
menced firing  on  the  Lawrence.— At  this  period,  Sir,  I  heard  you  hail 
Lieut.  Turner,  commanding  the  Caledonia,  and  order  her  to  bear  up  and 
make  room  for  the  Niagara  to  pass  a^head  to.  the  assistance  of  the 
Lawrence,  which  was  immediately  done,  and  the  Niagara,  as  soon  as 
the  hghtness  of  the  wind  would  permit,  assumed  the  situation  left  by 
the  Caledonia  in  the  rear  of  the  LaMrrence,  and  not  more  I  presume, 
than  one  hundred  and  fiftv  or  sixty  yards  distance  from  that  vessel, 
which  space  we  gradually  lessened,  keei^ing  up  a  constant  fire  on  the 
Queen  Charlotte  and  Lady  Prevost,  until  the  Lawrence  was  disabled 
and  rendered  no  longer  capable  of  maintaining  her  station  in  the  line. 
You  then  gave  orders  to  make  sail,  the  top-gallant  sails  and  foresail 
were  accordingly  set,  and  the  helm  put  ud,  and  in  a  short  time  you  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaming  a  position  withm  thirty-five  or  forty  yards  of  the 
enemy's  line,  when  the  Niagara  recommenced  her  fire  on  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  Lady  Prevost  and  Brig  Hunter.  The  Lady  Prevost  show- 
ing a  disposition  to  board  us  by  luffing  close  under  our  lee-bow.  the 
first  division  of  boarders  and  marines  were  ordered  to  the  forecastle  b^ 
you ;  at  this  period  Commodore  Perry  was  seen  to  approach  the  Ni- 
agara in  a  boat,  and  I  recollect  perfectly  your  receiving  him  at  i%e  gang- 
way, but  did  not  hear  the  conversation  between  you  and  Capt.  Perry, 
being  stationed  in  the  first  division,  some  distance  from  where  you  wers 
standing  at  the  time. 

r  was  moch  surprised h  Sir,  to  observe  in  an  anonymous  pamphlet  re- 
cenMy  rul'iishcfj,  fi  Btntcmont  that  not  more  rhan  three  or  four  were 
killed  or  wound  id  ut  ihiMime  of  CouIh  Perry's  coming  on  board  the 
Niajjnra.  ael  nm  most  firm  I  ylmpi  eased  with  the  belief  that  there  cfiuld 
not  have  hetsn  more  than  that  nuniber  injured  subeoqueiit  to  your  leav- 
ing the  Niagara  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  smaller  vessels  into 
clnws  BcUon,  and  lh<^  whole  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
Niagara  consisted  flf  thirty  three  or  four,  incfudin^  the  slight  wound i 
not  noticed  on  the  general  report  t^f  the  Surgeon. 

A  short  lime  after  ihe  aetifirii  M^hWt  I  was  in  charge  of  the  Queen 
ChnrltJtle,  having  fri^uedt  apporlunitiesof  Linvermng  with  the  British 
ofEi^ers  on  the  Ruoject  of  the  action— 1  on  tunny  orcaRions  have  heard 
Capt.  Buchau,  of  the  Lndy  Provost,  eKpreas  himself  in  terms  of  the  bi^h- 
eat  commendation  of  your  conduct  during  the  en>^agement,  and  h*J 
said  als4D,  that  he  with  others,  hajtl  considered  the  victory  tjearty  won 
at  the  time  the  Laivrence  ^uh-endt^rGd,  and  atiributtd  their  sudden  and 
unexpected  reverse  of  foriane  in  a  great  measure  Ut  the  prompt  and 
exppdifious  manoauvrine  of  the  Niagarrt,  at  that  period  of  the  amion. 

Although,  Sir,  I  am  convinced  that  Com.  Perry  made  « very  exertaon 
in  his  i>ywer,  and  did  e-erv  thin^  which  could  be  done  in  the  peculiar 
mtuauon  of  hia  shin,  cjtposod  as  she  waa  ta  a  severe  and  destnictive 
36* 
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fire,  it  is  my  finn  and  unalterable  impreseion,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
your  prompt  and  expeditious  manner  of  closing  with  the  enemy  at  the 
time  of  the  Lawrence's  surrender,  that  the  victory  could  not  have  been 
acquired. 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  am.  Sir,  your  ob't  senrant. 

JNO.  B.  MONTGOMERY,  Luut  U,  S,  N. 
Caft.  J.  D.  Eluott,  U.  S.  N. 

P.-6. 

Sib,— I  regret  extremely  to  learn  that  there  have  been  attempts  made 
to  injure  your  reputation,  and  having  had  the  honor  to  serve  under  your 
immediate  command  on  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
make  known  to  you  my  sentiments  on  the  subject.  As  to  the  circum- 
stances relative  to  the  action  upon  Lake  Erie,  on  the  10th  Sept.  1813, 1 
have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  opinion  in  positive  terms,  that 
your  conduct  on  that  dajr,  (as  well  as  on  all  other  occasions,)  was 
that  of  a  gallant  and  skilful  commander.    I  know  ] 


posi 
beai 


^ you  maintained  the 

jition  given  you  by  Capt.  Perry,  until  you  ordered  the  Caledonia  to 

lar  up  and  let  you  pass,  to  take  a  more  advantageous  position.  I  do 
not  recollect  exactly  as  to  the  time  of  changing  your  position,  Ac.  but 
I  saw  a  letter  shortly  after  it  was  written,  addressed  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment, by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Niagara,  stating  parti- 
cularly the  circumstances  relative  to  the  action,  which  I  know  to  be 
correct.  I  saw  Capt.  Perry  when  he  came  on  board  the  Niagara,  and 
I  also  saw  vou  leave  her  and  pull  down  the  line  to  altet  the  positions 
of  the  smaller  vessels.  Being  stationed  in  the  fore^top,  I  could  not 
hear  what  conversation  passed  between  Captain  Perry  and  yourself 
neither  previous  to  leaving  your  ship,  or  on  your  return  on  board  after 
taking  the  prizes  j  but  I  understood  from  Lieut.  Smith,  and  also  from 
Midsmpman  Smith,  "  who  both  heard  what  passed,"  ''  that  Captain 
Perry  observed,  that  the  day  was  lost,  when  you  immediately  replied. 
"  No,  sir,  if  you  will  take  charge  of  my  battery  and  permit  me  to  go  and 
bring  the  small  vessels  into  closer  action,  the  victory  will  be  com- 
plete*'—or  tantamount  to  them.  While  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  your 
officers  and  men  were  animated  by  your  noble  example,  and  in  going 
down  the  line,  and  in  altering,  the  position  of  the  schooners,  which 
were  considerably  a-stern  of  the  Niagara,  I  conceive  that  you  have 
rendered  your  country  a  signal  service.  It  has  been  said  that  you  en- 
deavoured to  excite  a  party  spirit  against  Cant.  Perry,  which  assertion 
I  believe  to  be  unfounded  and  malicious ;  wnile  in  company  with  the 
commissioned  officers,  I  never  heard  one  of  them  express  an  opinion 
that  you  had,  on  any  occasion,  behaved  cowardly ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  neard  many  of  them  assert  that  your  conduct  had  been  brave  and 
skilful.  Although  it  may  be  considered  unimportant,  I  cannot  forbear 
mentioning  to  you  that  Captain  Barclay  and  Dr.  Young  both  told  me, 
that  there  was  but  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded  on  board  the  De- 
troit previous  to  the  Niagara's  engaging  her. 

Accept,  sir.  my  best  wishes  for  your  future  prosperity,  and  believe 
me,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  S.  WARDWELL  ADAMS. 

Capt.  Elliott.  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navy. 

Sworn  to,  Nov.  26,  1818,  before 
Thomas  Coecoban,  Jiut.  Peace^  Washington  Co.,  D.  C. 


AfPFMDlX.  463 

I 

P.— 7. 

Affidavit  of  lAeui.  Cummings,  U,  8.  Navy, 

Csme  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, County  and  District  of  Columbia,  John  L.  Cummings,  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  ^Imighty  God,  deposeth  and  saitn— That  in  the 
action  between  the  British  and  American  squadrons  on  Lake  Erie,  that 
took  place  on  the  10th  of  September,  1813.  he  was  stationed  in  the 
main-top  of  the  Brig  Niagara,  that  he  could  not  see  the  rest  of  the 
squadron  a^head,  but  distmctly  heard  Capt.  Elliott,  his  commander, 
(some  time  before  Captain  Perry  came  on  board  oi  that  vessel,)  order 
the  Caledonia  out  of  the  way,  that  he  might  shoot  a-head.  That  the 
Niagara  was  then  engaged  with  the  Q,ueen  Charlotte  and  Lady  Pre- 
vost,  the  latter  vessel  mtending  to  cross  our  bow,  Capt.  Elliott  called 
boarders  away  and  prevented  her ;  that  on  Capt.  Perry's  coming  on 
board  the  Niagara,  he  had  some  conversation  with  Capt.  Elliott,  which 
he,  the  deponent  could  not  hear,  but  Lieutenant  and  Midshipman 
Smith  have  both  stated  to  him,  that  at  the  time  alluded  to  they  heard 
Capt.  Perry  say  to  Capt.  Elliott,  that  "  the  day  was  lost,"  that  Capt. 
Elliott  replied.  "  he  thought  not,  and  that  he,  Capt.  Elliott,  would 
bring  the  small  vessels  into  action,"  to  wliich  proposition  Capt.  Perry 
assented.  The  deponent  further  says  that  a  snort  time  after  Captain 
Perry  came  on  board  the  Niagara,  he  saw  Capt.  Elliott  leave  that  ship, 
that  he,  the  said  deponent,  was  about  that  time  wounded,  and  saw  no 
more  of  the  action.  That  all  the  officers  of  both  squadrons  with  whom 
this  deponent  soon  afterwards  co  a  versed,  spoke  m  the  highest  terms 
of  the  manner  in  which  Capt.  Elliott  conducted  his  ship.  That  this 
deponent  is  well  convinced  that  Capt.  Elliott  never  lacked  either  con- 
duct or  exertion,  where  he  could  render  any  service  to  bis  country,  and 
that,  as  to  his  endeavouring  to  prejudice  the  officers  against  Capt.  Perry, 
this  deponent  never  heard  any  tmng  of  it  while  on  the  station  ;  and 
further  deponent  saith  not. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  25th  Nov.  1818. 

Thomas  Cobcoban. 

P.— a 

Winchester,  April  22d,  1821. 

Dear  Sib,— It  appearing  evident  to  me  from  some  late  publications  I 
have  observed,  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  villify  and  misrepresent 
your  conduct  in  the  memonU)le  action  of  the  10th  September,  on  Lake 
Erie,  I  am  induced  to  come  forward  and  attest  to  such  lacts  as  could 
come  within  my  knowledge  as  Surgeon  of  the  Niagara. 

Having  been  very  ill  for  sometime  previous  to  the  engagement,  I 
know  nothing  of  the  arrangements  pnor  to  it,  but  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th,  I  received  a  message  from  you  requiring  my  immediate  atten- 
tion, (if  my  strength  would  permit,)  to  the  preparations  of  all  thhigs 
necessary  m  my  department,  preparatory  to  the  approaching  contest. 
Our  sick  list  had  been  crowded  for  some  days,  and  twenty-eight  or 
nine  were  reported  on  the  morning  of  the  engagement :  some  labor- 
ing under  violent  cholera  morbus  or  dysentery.  The  number  of  wound- 
ed on  board  of  the  Niagara  has  been  falsely  estimated  at  twenty,  and 
it  has  been  stated,  that  only  one  or  two  were  wounded  previous  to 
Com.  Perry* d  coming  on  board.  Tne  exact  number,  including  those 
dangerowdy  or  severely  wounded,  was  twenty- seven,  and  the  slight 
cases  not  reported,  must  have  amounted  to  six  or  eight  more.  Five 
were  killed  during  the  action,  and  a  few  died  soon  after ;  one  man  was 
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mortally,  wounded  on  the  berth  deck  veiy  early  in  the  contest,  by  t 
shot  which  passed  through  both  sides  of  the  vessel  (  and  it  would  seem 
from  this  that  she  was  not  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy. 
The  precise  period  of  Com.  Perry's  coming  on  board  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  firmly  believe  more  than  half  the  above  number  were  wounded 
before  he  boarded  us.  This  I  well  recollect,  that  when  Lieut.  Web*> 
ster  was  brought  below,  the  ward-room  and  steerage  were  crowded 
with  wounded,  and  J  have  heard  him  say  that  at  the  time  he  was 
knocked  down,  the  Commodore  had  not  come  on  board.  The  day 
following,  my  strength  being  entirely,  exhausted,  I  was  again  unable 
to  attend  duty,  and  it  was  not  in  my  power  at  the  time  to  make  a  re- 

Eilar  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  The  Surgeon's  mate  of  the 
awrence,  Dr.  Parsons,  was  ordered  on  board  a  few  hours,  the  Sur- 
geon of  that  shi  >  being  also  sick.  Midshipman  Nichols  was  the  only 
officer  on  board  the  Somers,  with  Mr.  Almey.  and  I  have  repeatedly 
heard  him  say  how  much  confidence  he  derived  on  that  occasion,  from 
your  f  i  V  i:  I II  -  .'  V . '  ior  when  you  came  on  board ;  I  presume 
tJideed,  he  iiiiiai  have  hiau  m  charge  of  the  deck,  as  I  have  been  told 
by  hitn.  Mr.  Almey  was  too  much  intoxicated  during  the  action  to  at- 
tend duty. 

For  a  few  hour^  afttr  ihi%  I  had  but  little  intercourse  with  anv  other 
than  The  officers  of  iho  Niagara,  but  I  have  heard  Lieuts.  Edwards 
and  WeUstOT,  Purser  Marram,  and  also  Lieut.  Smith,  who  had  super- 
ceded Litisui.  Holdupi  Bii  \Bt  of  the  Niagara,  speak  in  the  warmest 
lerntfi  of  apprnbaurin  of  yoiir  coolness  ana  bravery  in  the  action — and 
they  se«ined  much  di spaaed  to  ascribe  a  large  share  of  the  victory  to 
the  eaeeniial  aid  you  rendert.d  the  Commodore  during  this  Uying  con- 
flict 
This  was  itie  general  sentiment  I  heard  expressed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obed't  servant, 

ROBERT  R.  BARTON. 
Capt.  Jbssb  D.  Kluott,  U.  S.  Navy,  Norfolk. 
Sworn  to,  April  24th,  1821,  before 
Edw.  M'Guibb,  Juat.  Ptact^  Frederick  Co.,  Va. 

■  F.— 9. 

MffidatU  of  Patar  J?«rry,  Boatswain  of  the  Niagara, 

On  the  lOth  of  Sept,  \M^,  I  was  Boatswain  on  board  of  the  U.  S. 
Brig  Niflgnra,  on  Lake  Krie,  commanded  by  Capt.  J.  D.  Elliott.  At 
day-iiRht  I  wae  called  antl  ordered  to  call  all  hands  to  scrub  ham- 
mocke  and  ba^st;  at  the  same  time  men  were  ordered  to  the  mast 
head  to  look  out  At  clenr  day-light  a  sail  was  reported,  and  or- 
ders given  by  the  officer  of  the  deck  to  look  out  for  others;  and  in  a 
■fao'  t  time  ibe  look  out  reported  five  others  in  the  offing.  Orders  were 
immediatelv  pv^a  to  c;  I  ear  the  deck,  and  prepare  to  get  under  weigh. 
In  10  or  15  minutes  the  eunadron  were  under  weigh,  and  beating  out  of 
Put 'in -Buy,  wind  from  the  southward  and  westward ;  continued  to 
beai  fo  windward,  until  we  cleared  the  Island— when  the  wind  hauled 
in  our  lavor.— Forme?!  the  line  in  the  following  order:  the  Lawrence 
leadinf^  the  van,  with  the  Scorpion  a-head,  and  Ariel  a  little  on  the  wea- 
ther Ikjw,  the  Caledonia  in  accession,  and  Niagara  next  the  Caledo- 
nia, and  Schtjonera  a-fliem.  At  half-past  11  A.  M.or  thereabouts,, the 
enemy's  fleet  iil>aut  two  and  a  half  miles  distant,  commenced  firing, 
their  i^hot  fuHina  @hort,  but  the  fleets  continued  to  approach  ea^ 
other ;  the  Nin^ara's  fure-top  mast  back-stays  were  in  a  short  time 
earned  away  by  a  chain-shot,  I  think  from  the  Detroit,  she  then  bear- 
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ing  a  little  a-head  of  ns,  and  directly  abreast  of  the  Lawrence ;  the 
Queen  Charlotte  directly  abreast  of  the  Niagara,  our  fire  was  kept  up 
constantly  on  her.  At  16  or  20  minutes  past  12,  the  Queen  Charlotte 
shot  a-head  and  directed  her  fire  at  the  Lirwrence,  on  which  Capt.  El- 
liott came  to  the  forecastle  and  hailed  Lieut.  Turner,  commandmgthe 
Caledoma  to  back  his  main  top-sail,  or  bear  up  and  make  room  for  the 
Niagara  to  pass  a-head  to  the  assistance  of  the  Lawrence.  He  ac- 
cordingly bore  up,  leaving  the  Niagara  next  in  line  to  the  Lawrence. 
Sail  was  then  made  in  order  to  close  with  the  Lawrence,  and  in  a 
short  time,  although  the  wind  was  light,  we  succeeeed  in  getting  Mdih- 
in  20  or  30  yards  of  the  Lawrence,  and  directly  in  her  waKe :  we  con- 
tinued our  fire  on  the  Queen  Charlotte,  until  at  half  past  2  P.  M.  it 
was  discovered  that  the  Lawrence  was  crippled,  when  Capt.  Elliott 
gave  orders  to  board  fore  tack  and  set  top-gallant  sails,  which  was  im- 
mediately done,  when  we  bore  up  for  the  enemy.  When  very  near  the 
British  Ime,  it  was  discovered  that  Captain  Perry  had  left  his  vessel 
and  was  coming  in  a  small  boat  along  side  the  Niagara,  I  was  called 
to  attend  the  side— when  Capt.  Perry  came  over  the  side  he  was  met 
by  Capt.  Elliott,  and  Capt.  Perry  said  to  him,  "I  am  afraid  the  day  is 
lost,  Sir,"  "No,  Sir,"  said  Capt.  Elliott,  "I  hope  it  is  not:"  when 
Capt.  Perry  told  Capt.  Elliott  to  proceed  on  board  the  small  vessels, 
and  bring  them  close  into  action,  which  he  accordingly  did.  It  was 
about  this  period  that  boarders  were  called  away,  in  conseauence  of 
the  enemy's  showing  a  disposition  to  board  the  Niagara.  We  conti* 
nued  to  keep  up  a  well  directed  fire  until  the  enemy  surrendered. 

I  am  firmly  of  the  beUef  that  not  more  than  four  or  five  men  were 
injured  by  the  enemy's  shot  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  after  Commo- 
dore Perry  came  on  board. 

Sworn  to,  the  14th  day  of  May,  1821,  before  me, 

A.  MILPORD  BLATCHPOrS,  Public  Notary. 


a— 1. 


Extracts  from  Com,  Barclay's  Utter  to  Sir  George  Prevost. 
Too  soon,  alas !  was  I  deprived  of  the  services  of  the  noble 
and  intrepid  Captain  Finnis,  who.  soon  after  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  fell ;  and  with  him  fell  my  best  hopes.  Lieut.  Stokes,  of 
the  Queen  Charlotte,  was  struck  senseless  by  a  splinter,  which  de- 
prived the  country  ot  his  services  at  this  very  critical  period,  as  I  per- 
ceived the  Detroit  had  enough  to  contend  with,  without  the  prospect 
of  a  fresh  brig.  Provincial  Lieutentant  Irvine,  who  then  had  charge 
of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  behaved  with  great  courage,  but  his  experience 
was  much  too  limited  to  supply  the  place  of  such  an  officer  as  Captain 
Finnis.    Hence  she  proved  of  far  less  assistance  than  I  expected. 

At  a  quarter  before  12,  I  commenced  the  action  by  a 
few  long  guns ;  at  a  quarter  past,  the  American  Commodore,  also  sup- 
ported by  two  schooners,  one  carrying  four  long  12  pounders,  the  other 
a  long  32  and  24  pounder,  came  close  to  action  with  the  Detroit.  7%e 
other  brig  of  the  enemy,  apparently  destined  to  engage  the  Queen  Char' 
lotte^  supported  in  like  m,anner  by  two  schooners,  kept  so  jar  to  wind" 
ward  as  to  render  the  Queen  Charlotte's  20  pounder  carronades  useless. 
The  action  continued  with  great  fury  until  half  past  two,  when  I 
perceived  my  opponent  drop  astern,  and  a  boat  passing  from  him  to 
the  Niagara,  {vMch  vessel  wa3  at  thin  time  perfectly  fresh,)  The  Ame- 
rican Commodore,  seeing  that,  as  yet,  the  day  was  again'it  him,  (his 
vessel  having  struck  soon  after  \i%  left  her,)  and  also  ine  very  defence- 
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IcM  tUte  of  ike  Detroit,  whiek  ship  wae  now  a  perfect  wreck,  princi- 
pally from  the  raking  fire  of  the  gun  boats ;  and  also,  that  the  Queen 
Ckarlotle  waa  in  such  a  situacion,  that  I  could  receive  very  little  as- 
aiatance  from  ker,  and  the  Lady  Prevost  being,  at  this  time,  too  far  to 
leeward,  from  her  rudder  being  injured,  made  a  nobie,  and,  alas !  too 
Buccessful  an  effort  to  regain  it,  for  he  bore  up,  and,  supported  by  his 
small  vessels,  pasted  within  pistol  shot,  and  took  a  raking  position  on 
our  bow. 

Extract  of  a  Ufier/rom  Lieut.  Inglis^  ofdu  DttroUy  ukich  accompa- 
nied Com.  Barclays  letter  to  Sir  Geo.  Prevoat. 

U.  M.  Late  Ship  Detroit^  Sept.  10,  1813. 
>  On  coming  on  the  quarter  deck  after  your  being  wounded,  the 
enemy's  second  bng,  at  that  time  on  our  weather  beam,  shortly  after 
took  a  position  on  our  weather  bow,  to  rake  us:  to  prevent  which,  in 
attempting  to  wear  to  get  our  starboard  broadside  to  bear  upon  her,  a 
number  of  guns  on  the  larboard  broadside  being  at  this  time  disabled, 
we  fell  on  Doard  the  Queen  Charlotte,  at  this  time  running  up  to 
leeward  of  us.  In  this  situation  the  two  ships  remained  for  some  time. 
As  soon  as  we  got  clear  of  her.  I  ordered  the  Queen  Charlotte  to  shoot 
ahead  of  us,  if  possible,  and  then  attempted  to  back  our  fore-top-sail, 
to  get  astern  ;  but  the  ship  lying  completely  uninanaseable,  every  brace 
cut  away,  the  mizen- top-mast  and  gaff'^down,  all  the  masts  badly 
wounded,  not  a  stay  left  forward,  hullshattercd  very  much,  a  number 
of  ihe  guns  disabled,  and  the  enemy's  squadron  raking  both  ships 
^  ahead  and  astern,  none  of  our  own  in  a  situation  to  support  us,  I  was 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  answering  the  enemy,  to  say  we  had 
struck;  the  Queen  Charlotte  having  previously  done  so. 

I  have  tne  honor,  &c 

Gbokob  Ivous. 
a— 3. 

FVom  a  London  papir. 
Naval  Court  Martial. 
A  Court  Maritd  waa  htid  at  Portamouth,  on  Friday,  on  board  his. 
Majesty's  ship  GlsdiHior,  fur  tb*  Triul  of  Coptain  E.  H.  Barchy,  and 
his  remaiming  officers  and  men,  for  tho  Jo&s  of  the  sc^usdron  of  British' 
gun  haats  on  Lake  Erie,  un  Uie  lOth  SepL  IS}3,  in  an  acnon  with  the' 
American  tin  till  a  of  v&sUy  superior  force,  Ir  iiLtfwsred  froni  tm  pubUc 
leitera  road  lo  tht?  Ccmn,  that  Captnin  Barelay  s  situation  wfts  as  sin- 
^lar,  AH  hb  pjillrtntry  and  Rootl  nonduci  wert"  coiifipicuoypi.  He  was 
appointed  io  command  the  aqurtdron  on  Lake  F,rie,  immtdifiiHy  onthe 
arrival  of  Commodore  Sir  Jame:^  Y^a  on  Lake  Ontario,  It  had  been 
oAer^  to  and  refused  by  Copt.  Mnlcasier,  on  ncL-ount  of  the  exceeding 
bad  equipment  of  the  vcBflcls,  Captaiti  Barclay  joined  hsB  command 
with  a  lifiuteiiani,  a  eurseoti^  arid  ninete«n  rejected  seamen  of  the  Lake 
Ontario  siustdronT  in  June,  Ifll^i  and  i m media  re [v  dispatched  to  Sir 
Janie«  Veo  an  accy^unt  of  the  deplorable  atateof  the  v^saeh*  and  that 
they  were  then  all  blockaded  in  Amhertaburg,  bv  the  American  flotilla, 
where  General  Proctor's  army  waa  Btaiioned.  Subj?t»qu<^ntlv  about 
fifty  seamen  of  tlie  Dover  troop  ehtp  jyined  liim,  but  he  had  not  more 
than  one  humired  and  fifty  Briujeh  seamtn  disiributed  irr  hfS  quadron; 
the  rem ai n dtr  bei n g  Ca n ad i a n a  a nd  dold it rfl.  The  A m enn a  n  ft » rce  was 
double  the  amount  nf  hi$  m  thu  number  of  ships  and  gunst  nnd  there 
WttB  no  comparison  in  respect  to  the  quality  of  the  seamen.     However, 


MTfrnmai,  407 

tm  the  9th  of  Septembtr,  hB  wbs  compelled  to  sail  from  Amhettibufg, 
'  to  endeavor  to  open  a  communication  with  Long  Pomr,  for  the  par* 
poee  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  provisions  and  necesearieSf  both  lor  his 
squadron  and  General  Proctor's  army.  ^The  winter  was  rapiiiy  ap- 
proaching ;  the  navy  had  been  for  some  time  on  short  allowance,  and 
the  suppues  by  land  were  by  no  means  equal  to  the  consumption,  par- 
ticularly as  there  were  fourteen  thousand  Indians  with  the  army,  who 
could  not  brook  any  abridgment  of  their  rations  or  indulgencies ;  in- 
deed, the  very  inhaoitants  of  the  neighboring  settlement  were  feeding 
from  the  government  stores.  Under  these  pressing  exigencies,  with 
the  advice  of  General  Proctor,  Captain  Barclay  sailed ;  he  hoped  either 
to  pass  the  American  squadron,  or  so  disable  them  as  to  effect  his 
passage  to  Long  Point  On  the  following  morning  he  fell  in  with  the 
enemy,  and  having  the  weather  gage,  bore  down  to  commence  the 
action ;  but  unfortunately,  the  wind  veered  directly  round,  and  brought 
our  squadron  to  leeward.  The  commencement  nowever  was  propi- 
tious ;  the  American  Commodore  was  obliged  to  leave  his  ship,  which 
soon  after  surrendered,  and  hoist  his  flag  on  board  another  of  his 
squadron,  which  had  not  been  engaged,  and  was  making  way,  when 
unfortunately,  the  dueen  Charlotte  and  Detioit,  our  two  best  ships, 
having  had  all  their  officers  killed  and  wounded,  fell  on  board  of  each 
other,  and  were  unable  to  clear ;  at  the  sama  time  the  greater  num- 
ber of  tlicir  guns  were  dismounted,  and  the  Lady  Prevost  had  fallen 
to  leeward,  having  lost  her  rudder.  The  Americans  seeing  this  situa- 
tion of  our  ships,  renewed  the  action  with  the  assistance  of  their  gun 
boats,  by  which  the  whole  of  our  squadron  was  obliged  to  surrender. 
General  Proctor  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  supplies,  was  under  the 
necessity  of  making  a  retrograde  movement,  a  circumstance  which 
strongly  evidenced  the  necessity  there  was  for  the  attempt  that  was 
made.  Commodore  Sir  James  Yeo,  in  his  letter  to  Admiral  J.  B,  War^ 
ren,  relating  the  event,  states  that,  in  his  opinion,  Capt.  Barclay  was 
wrong  to  sail  from  Amherstburg,  and  it  was  in  consequence  thereof 
the  Court  Martial  took  place.  The  court  pronounced  the  following 
sentence : 

That  the  capture  of  his  Majesty's  late  squadron  was  caused  by  the 
very  defective  means  Captain  Barclay  possessed  to  equip  them  on  Lake 
Erie ;  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  able  seamen,  wbom  he  bad 
repeatedly  and  earnestly  requested  of  Sir  James  Yeo  to  he  sent  to  him : 
the  very  great  superiority  of  the  enemy  to  the  British  squadroa,  and 
unfortunate  early  fall  of  the  superior  officers  in  the  action ;  that  it  ap- 
peared the  greatest  exertions  had  been  made  by  Captain  Barclay,  m 
equipping  and  getting  into  order  the  vessels  under  his  command ;  that 
he  was  fully  justified,  under  the  existing  cbcumstanoes,  in  bringuig 
the  enemy  to  action ;  that  the  judgment  and  gallantry  of  Captain  Bar- 
clay in  taking  the  squadron  into  action,  and  during  the  contest,  were 
highly  conspicuous,  and  entitle  him  to  our  highest  praise,  «nd  that  the 
whole  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his  Majesty's  late  squadron,  conduct- 
ed themselves  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  and  did  adjudge  the  same 
Captain  Robert  Heriot  Barclay,  his  surviving  officers  ana  men.  to  he 
most  fully  and  honorably  acqmtted.    Rear  Admiral  Foot,  Preakieiii. 


*^    -•      «    **^^o*ion  qf  the  Uniied  States,  Paris,  April  26, 1885. 
His  fixoellency,  liie  Due  db  Bboglu,  &^, 
3iB,— About  to  return  to  my  own  country,  I  am  uawiiling  to  leav» 
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UuB.  without  adding  one  more  effort  to  the  many  I  btte  heretofore 
made  to  restore  to  both  that  mutual  good  understanding  which  their 
best  interests  require,  and  which  probable  events  may  mtemipt,  and 
perhaps  permanently  destroy. 

From  the  correspondence,  and  acts  of  His  Majesty^s  Government, 
since  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  known 
at  Paris,  it  is  evident  that  an  idea  is  entertained  of  making  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  treaty  of  1831  dependent  on  explanations  to  oe  given  of 
terms  used  in  the  message,  and  of  withholding  payment  of  an  ac- 
knowledged debt  until  satisfaction  be  given  for  a  suj^posed  indecorum 
for  demanding  it.  The  bear  possibility  that  this  opmion  might  be  en- 
tertained and  acted  upon  by  his  Majesty's  Government,  renders  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  state  explicitly  what  I  understand  to  be  the  senti- 
ments of  mine  on  this  subject. 

Erroneous  impressions  arising  from  the  want  of  a  proper  attention 
to  the  structure  of  our  Government,  to  the  duties  of  its  Chief  Magis- 
trate, to  the  principles  it  has  adopted,  and  its  strict  adherence  to  them 
in  similar  cases,  might  raise  expectations  which  could  never  be  rea- 
lized, and  lead  to  measures  destructive  to  all  harmony  between  the 
parties.  This  communication  is  made  in  full  confidence  that  it  is  the 
wish  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  as  it  most  sincerely  is  that  of  the 
President,  to  avoid  all  measures  of  that  description^  and  it  is  hoped, 
therefore,  that  it  will  be  received  in  the  spirit  by  which  it  is  dictated— 
that  of  conciliation  and  peace. 

The  form  of  our  Government,  and  the  functions  of  the  President  as 
a  component  part  of  it,  have,  in  their  relation  to  this  subject,  been  suf- 
ficiently explained  in  my  previous  correspondence,  especially  in  my 
letters  to  the  Gomte  de  Kigny  on  the  29th  of  January  last.  I  hava, 
therefore,  little  to  add  to  that  part  of  my  representation  which  is 
drawn  from  the  form  of  our  Government,  and  the  duties  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  administering  it  If  these  are  fully  understood,  the  principles 
of  action  derived  from  them  cannot  be  mistaken. 

The  President,  as  the  chief  executive  power,  must  have  a  free  and 
entirely  unfettered  communication  with  the  co-ordinate  powers  oi 
Government.  As  the  organ  of  intercourse  with  other  nations^  he  is 
the  only  source  from  which  a  knowledge  of  our  relations  with  them 
can  be  convejred  to  the  legislative  branches.  It  results  from  this,  thai 
the  utmost  freedom  from  all  restraint  in  the  details  into  which  he  is 
obliged  to  enter,  of  international  concerns,  and  of  the  measures  in  re- 
lation to  them,  IS  essential  to  the  proper  performance  of  this  impor- 
tant part  of  bis  functions.  He  must  exercise  them  without  having 
continually  before  him  the  fear  of  offending  the  susceptibility  of  the 
powers  whose  conduct  he  is  obliged  to  notice.  In  the  performance 
of  this  duty  he  is  subject  to  public  opinion,  and  his  own  sense  of 
propriety  for  an  indiscreet  to  his  constituents  for  dangerous,  and  to 
his  constitutional  judges  for  an  illegal  exercise  of  the  power ;  but  to 
no  other  censure,  foreign  or  domestic.  Were  any  foreign  powers  per- 
mitted to  scan  the  communications  of  the  Executive,  theur  complaints, 
whether  real  or  affected,  would  involve  the  country  in  continual  con- 
troversies ;  for,  the  risht  being  acknowledged,  it  would  be  a  duty  to 
exercise  it  by  demanding  a  disavowal  of  every  phrase  they  might 
deem  offensive,  and  an  explanation  of  every  word  to  which  an  im- 
proper interpretation  could  be  given.  The  principle,  therefore  baa 
been  adopteil  that  no  foreign  power  has  a  right  to  ask  for  explana- 
tions of  any  thing  that  the  President,  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions, 
thinks  proper  to  communicate  to  Congress,  or  of  any  course  he  may 
advise  tnem  to  pursue.  This  rule  is  not  applicable  to  the  United 
States  alone,  but,  in  common  with  it  to  all  those  in  which  the  oonsti- 
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lQ^*Mial  powers  are  dismbutod  into  different  branches.  ]N^o  auch  ^^' 
Son  desiTouB  of  avoid ing^  foreign  influence  or  foreign  mterference  m 
m  coundb  :  QO  such  h  hi  ion  pu^sessiog  n  due  senae  of  its  dignity  and 
IndeDendenre,  can  long  submit  to  the  consequences  of  other  interfer- 
ence Whon  these  are  felt,  as  they  boo n  will  be,  alJ  muHt  unite  in  rtt- 
nelline  it.  and  acknowUd^e  that  the  United  Statea  are  con  tending  tn 
a^cause  common  to  theiu  all,  and  more  important  lo  tbe  liberal  G6- 
vernmenLs  of  Europe  than  oven  to  th^mHeJves  j  forit  is  too  obviouB  to 
escape  the  filighieflt  attetition  that  the  monnrchiea  of  Europe,  by 
which  their  &re  surrounded^  wiJI  have  ail  the  advftntafie  of  this  miper- 
vision  of  the  domestic  couivseU  of  tiieir  ndgbbora  wiihont  being  eub- 
lect  IQ  it  thetiiaelvei!.  It  is  true  that  in  the  repreaentative  government 
if  Ei;n>pe,  executive  conimunica lions  to  legialaiive  bodies,  have  not 
the  e A  tension  thut  is  given  to  them  in  the  United  States,  and  thai 
they  are,  therefore  lesa  liable  to  attack  on  that  quarter,  but  they  miirt 
not  imagine  thcmaelves  eafe^  In  the  opening  address,  yarded  as  it 
commonly  is,  every  proposition  made  by  the  Ministry,  evcrj^  reaolu- 
tion  of  either  Chanvber,  will  otfer  occasions  for  the  jeyloua  interfer- 
ence of  national  punctilio^  for  all  occupy  the  same  grounds. 

No  intercommunication  of  the  differetrt  branches  of  Govemnicnt 
will  be  safci  and  even  the  courts  of  justice  wilt  afford  no  sanclimrir 
for  freedom  of  decision  and  of  debate ;  and  the  susceptibility  of  fO' 
leign  powers  must  be  consulted  in  all  the  departmenta  of  Govera- 
ment.  Occasions  for  inlenention  in  the  affairs  of  other  count riea  are 
but  loo  nmneroua  at  present  without  opening  another  door  to  en- 
croBchmentfli  and  it  is  no  answer  to  the  argument  to  say  that  no 
complaints  wdl  be  made  but  for  reasonable  cause,  and  that  of  this, 
the  nation  complained  of  being  the  judge,  no  evil  can  ensue.  But  tbia 
fljgument  concedes  the  right  of  examining  the  commnnicatiortB  iiL 
flueation,  which  is  denied :  allow  it,  and  you  will  have  frivolous  as 
well  as  grave  complatma  to  answer,  onn  mnat  not  only  heal  fha 
wounds  of  a  juiat  national  pride,  but  apply  a  remedjf  for  those  of  a 
morbid  susceptibility.  To  show  that  my  fear  of  the  progreBeivo  na- 
ture of  the  encroachments  is  not  imaginary,  1  pray  leave  to  call  your 
jEicellency'a  atrention  to  the  enclosed  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
^tate  to  the  Preside nL  It  is  offered  for  ilbstration  not  for  complaint. 
-I  am  instructed  to  make  none.  Because  the  Govern  meat  of  France 
has  taken  except  ion  to  the  President's  opening  message,  the  Charge 
vd' Affairs  of  France  thijiks  it  his  duty  to  protest  against  a  special  com- 
jmunication,  and  to  point  out  the  particular  passages  in  a  correspoiid- 
^nce  of  an  American  Minister  with  his  own  Government  to  publica- 
tion which  of  he  objects.  If  the  principle  I  contest  is  just,  the  Charge 
d' Affaires  is  right ;  he  has  done  his  duty  as  a  vi^snt  supervisor  <rf 
-the  President's  correspondence.  If  the  principle  ia  admitted seveiy 
[Jiplomntic  agent  at  Washington  will  do  the  same,  and  we  aha n  have 
twenty  censors  of  the  correspond tnce  of  tne  Government  and  of  ll^e 
public  press.  If  the  principle  ia  oorrertt  every  communication  whic^ 
the  President  makes,  in  relation  to  oqt  foreign  affairs,  either  to  the 
Congress  or  the  publft%  ought  in  prudence  to  be  previously  submitted 
ito  these  Ministers  in  order  to  avoid  disputes,  and  troublesome  and  hii- 
piilla ting  explanations.  If  the  principle  be  submitted  to,  neither  dij^- 
pity  nor  independence  is  left  to  the  nation-  To  submit  even  to  a  dls- 
cjreet  exercise  of  such  a  privilege,  wtmld  be  troublesome  and  dagrading; 
and  the  inevitable  abuse  o^"  it  could  not  be  borne.  It  must,  tnerefoT^ 
be  reals t^  at  the  threaholdj  and  Ua  entrance  forbidden  into  the  eaiic- 
iuary  of  domestic  consultations.  But>  whatever  may  be  the  principal 
■fliither  Governments,  thoae  of  the  United  BtaieBare-fixed—the  ^rujm 
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will  never  be  acknowledged,  and  any  Attempt  uy  enforce  it,  wiU  be  rv- 
pdled  by  the  undivided  energy  of  the  nation.  I  pray  your  Excellency 
to  oha^et  that  my  argumenu  doee  not  deny  a  right  to  all  foreign 
poweM  of  taking  proper  exceptionB  to  the  governmental  acts  and  Ian 
guage  of  another.  It  is  to  their  interference  in  its  consultations,  in 
Its  proceedings  while  yet  in  an  inchoate  state,  that  we  object.  Should 
the  President  do  an  official  executive  act  z  affecting  a  foreign  power,  or 
use  exceptionable  language  in  addressing  it  through  his  Bilmister  or 
through  theirs,  ^should  a  law  be  passed  injurious  to  the  dignity  erf 
another  nation,  m  all  these,  and  other  similar  cases,  a  demand  of  ex- 
planation would  be  respectfully  received  and  answered  in  the  manner 
that  justice  and  a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  complaining  nation 
would  require. 

AAer  stating  these  principles,  let  me  add  that  they  have  not  only 
been  theoretically  adopted,  but  that  the^  have  been  practically  assert- 
ed. On  two  former  occasions,  excepuons  of  the  same  nature  were 
taken  to  the  President's  Message  by  the  Government  of  France,  and 
tn  neither  did  they  produce  any  other  explanations  than  thar  derived 
from  the  nature  of  our  Governments  and  this  seems  on  those  occasions 
to  have  been  deemed  sufficient,  for  m  both  cases  the  objections  were 
virtually  abandoned.  On^  when  Messrs.  Marshall,  Qeny  and  Pink- 
ney  were  refused  to  be  received ;  and  again,  in  the  negotiation  between 
Pnuce  Polignac  and  Mr.  Rives,  in  the  former  cascu  although  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  was  alleged  as  the  cause  of  the  refusal  to  receive 
the  Ministers,  yet,  without  any  such  explanation,  their  successors 
were  honorably  accredited.  In  the  latter  case,  the  allusion  in  the 
message  to  an  apprehended  collision^  was  excepted  to :  but  the  refer- 
ence made  by  Mr.  Rives  to  the  constitutional  duties  of  the  President 
seems  to  have  removed  the  objection. 

Having  demonstrated  that  the  United  States  cannot,  in  any  case, 
permit  their  Chief  Magistrate  to  be  questioned  bv  any  Foreign  Go- 
vernment, in  relation  to  his  communications  with  the  co-ordinate 
branches  of  his  own,  it  is  scarcelv  necessary  to  consider  the  case  of 
such  anexplanation  being  required  as  the  condition  on  which  the  fiil^- 
ment  of  a  treaty  or  any  pecuniary  advantage  was  to  depend.  The 
terms  of  such  a  proposition  need  only  be  stated  to  show  that  it  would 
be  not  onljr  inadmissible,  but  rejected  as  offensive  to  the  nation  to 
which  it  might  be  addressed.  In  this  case  it  would  be  unnecessary, 
as  well  as  inadmissible.  France  has  already  received,  by  the  volun- 
tary act  of  the  Pesident,  every  explanation  which  the  m'cest  sense  of 
nationai  honor  could  desire.  That  which  could  not  have  been  given 
to  a  demand,  that  which  can  never  be  given  on  the  condition  now  un- 
der discussion,  a  fortunate  succession  of  circumstances,  as  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  show,  has  brought  about. 

Earnestly  desirous  of  restoring  good, understanding  between  the  two 
nations,  as  soon  as  a  dissatisfaction  with  the  President's  Message  was 
shown,  I  suppressed  every  feeling  which  the  mode  of  expressing  that 
dissatisfaction  was  calculated  to  produce,  and  without  waiting  tor  in- 
structions, I  hastened,  on  my  own  responsibility,  to  make  a  communi- 
cation to  your  predecessor  in  office  on  the  subject  In  thik  under  the 
reserve  that  the  President  could  not  be  called^  on  for  an  explanation,  I 
did  in  &ct  give  one,  that  I  thought  would  have  removed  all  injurious 
aiwrehensions.  This  is  the  first  of  the  fortunate  circumstances  to 
which  I  have  alluded— fortunate  in  being  made  before  any  demand  im- 
plying a  right  to  require  it ;  fortunate  m  its  containing,  without  any 
knowledge  of  t&e  precise  part  of  the  Message  which  gave  offence,  an- 
Bwera  to  all  that  have  since  come  to  my  knowledge.    I  can  easily  con- 


^mt  thtt  the  temnranieatioii  of  which  I  ipeak,  made  ms  I  expreeelf 
stated  without  previous  authority  from  my  Oovernraent,  raqpfht  not 
have  had  the  enect  which  its  matter  was  mtended  to  produce,  but  ii 
has  since  (as  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency)  reeeivedl 
from  the  President  his  ^I  and  unqualified  ^probation ;  but  it  is  ne- 
eeasaiy  to  add  that  this  was  given  before  he  had  any  intimation  of  an 
intention  <o  attach  it  as  a  condition  to  the  payment  of  the  indemni^ 
due  by  the  treaty :  given  not  only  when  he  was  ignorant  of  any  such 
intent,  but  when  he  was  informed  by  France  that  she  inteoded  to  eze- 
cate  the  ireaty,  and  saw  by  the  law  which  was  intreduced.  that  it  was 
not  to  be  fettered  by  any  such  condition.  Thuflk  that  is  alreadsr  done, 
by  a  voluntary  act,  which  could  not  have  been  done  when  retiuired  as 
a  right,  still  less  when  made,  what  will  unquestionably  in  the  United 
Slates  be  considered  degrading  as  a  condition.  At  this  time,  sir,  I  would 
for  no  consideration  «nter  into  the  details  I  then  did.  If  I  could  now 
so  far  forget  what,  under  present  circumstances,  would  be  due  to  the 
dignity  ef  my  country,  I  should  be  disavowed,  and  deservedly  disavow- 
ein  by  the  President.  It  is  happy,  therefore,  I  repeat,  that  the  good 
feeling  of  my  country  was  evinced  in  the  manner  I  have  stated,  at  the 
only  time  when  it  could  be  done  with  honor;  and  thou^  present  dr- 
cumstances  would  forbid  my  making  the  communication  I  then  did, 
they  do  not  prevent  my  referring  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
contains,  as  I  have  etak^  k  does,  every  thing  that  ought  to  have  been 
satisfactonf.  Actual  ciieumstances  enable  me  to  do  this  now.  Future 
events,  wmch  I  need  not  explain,  may  hereafter  render  it  improper; 
and  it  may  be  nugatory,  unless  accepted  as  satisfactory  before  the  oc- 
c;urrence  of  those  events.  Let  it  be  examined  with  the  care  which  the 
im»'ortance  of  giving  it  a  true  construction  requires. 

Tiie  objections  to  the  Message,  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  for  they 
never  have  been  specified,  are. 

First,  that  it  impeaches  the  good  faith  of  his  Majesty's  Government 

43econdIv,  that  4t  contains  a  menace  of  enforcing  the  performance  of 
the  treaty  by  reprisals. 

On  the  first  head,  were  I  now  discussing  the  terms  of  the  Message 
itself;  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that  it  contains  no  such  charge.  The 
allegation  that  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  have  not  been  complied  with, 
that  engagements  made  by  the  Ministers  have  not  been  fulfilled,  couch- 
ed in  re&meetful  terms,  can  never  be  deemed  ofienaive,  even  when  ex- 
pressly directed  to  the  party  whose  infractions  aro  complained  •(  and 
consequently  can  never  give  cause  for  a  demand  of  explanation ;  other- 
wise, It  is  evident  that  no  conaideratien  of  national  injuries  could  ever 
take  place.— The  Message,  critically  examined  on  this  point,  contains 
Bothmg  more  than  such  an  enumeration  of  the  causes  of  complaint. 
As  to  its  termsi  the  most  fastidious  disposition  cannot  fiisten  on  one 
that  could  be  excepted  to.  The  first  refusal  and  subsequent  delay  are 
complained  ef^  but  no  unworthy  motives  for  either  are  charged.  On 
the  whole,  if  I  were  commissioned  to  explain  and  defend  this  part  of 
the  Message,  I  should  sajr,  with  the  conviction  of  truth,  that  is  impos- 
sible to  urge  a  complaint  in  milder  or  more  temperate  terms ;  but!  am 
not  so  commissioned.  I  am  endeavoring  to  show  not  only  that  every 
proper  explanation  is  given  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  De  Rigny,  of  the  29th 
of  January  last,  but  that,  in  express  terms,  it  declares  that  the  sinceri- 
ty of  his  Majesty's  Grovemment,  in  their  desire  to  execute  the  treaty, 
was  not  doubted.  Suffer  me  to  draw  your  Exoelleney's  attention  to 
the  passages  alluded  to.  In  discussing  the  nature  of  Mr.  Surmrier's 
engagement,  I  say  "it  is  clear,  therefore,  that  more  was  required  than 
the  expression  of^  a  desire  on  the  part  of  bis  Majesty's  Ministers,  to 
^ecute  the  treaty;  «  denre^  ilu  nncerUy  qf  vhidi  was  never  doubted, 
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h^  tekUi  might  h$  undtfaiHnt^  ot  its  nji^ofmpliMhmmfdep^id^oirtks 
voit-Gflke  Chambf;r6.''  Agmn,  in  speaking ot  ihc  dday  wnii7h  otcnitted 
in  the  month  of  Dpecmber,  I  say,  "li  ia  rt?f(fTTpd  to,  Iprisumeiii  order 
lb  show  thnt  it  woa  produced  by  a  desire^  on  the  part  of  his  Mujeaty'rf 
MiniHteTs.  tht  biitter  to  asd!ijr<j  ihe  paasafle  i^rf  the  \B.vt ;  of  ihh  sir,  f 
bev^r  hiMt  a  tloabu  and  wnrnodiatoly  sa  aiivisw^d  my  govprnnienE,  an* 
mfoimed  rt,  as  *raa  the  /act,  that  I  jMrfeotly  a^qnieeced  in  tiie  ciii^Viiy.'^ 

Thus  it  must  he  evident,  not  only  thai  no  ofletisive  chargis  of  ill  faitH' 
ia  made  in  the  MesflaRe.  but  that,  bp  t»  pxpreasly  atatod  in  the  first  ftM- 
tmeti  full  justice  wtis  done  at  Wa^biti^n,  to  the  mfentKnis  of  th* 
jFpenrh  Government.  While  the  delay  ia  complained  of  ai  wj*ong,  lio 
improper  moiives  are  attrihuted  to  the  Government  in  caiiamg  it.  Ag«i% 
sir,  the  whole  t^nor  of  that  part  of  my  letter  whieh  relates  to  the  e^e^ 
(kilion  of  the  protnisfi  made  by  M.  Suirurier,  while  it  aseteria  the  eoij^ 
atnictioii  put  upon  it  by  the  President  to  be  a  true  onei,  and  appeal b  t6 
f»<^ta  and  drcuniaiancear  to  support  that  con  struct  ion  j^  yet  it  avoids 
charing  the  FroTich  GoT^mmt?nt  with  ofiy  intentional  violationtattri' 
buting  mfir  delay  to  on  erroneoira  conatruction  only  j  for  in  the  letter 
U  tt^ain  qtiotc  literally)  I  say  "1  hnve  entertMl  into  this  dt^tail  with  tho^ 
object  of  Bhowinp  that  although  the  Minister*  of  the  Kin^imder  thein^ 
terpreisEioiiH  which  th*^y  eccm  to  have  ^en  to  Mr.  Surrarier^e  promiafev 
may  haye  t:on?[ideri^  themaelves  at  litatrty  to  dt-fer  the  presen ration  of 
ffaelawuntii  the  period  which  they  thought  wonliri  best  secure  its  nue- 
cesa,  yet  the  President  int*?rpreting  that  promise  differently,  feeling  that 
in  cons(iqrieiice  of  it  he  had  for  borne  to  do  what  might  he  strict!  r  called 
a  dnU,  and  seeing  that  its  peiformoiice  had  not  taken  place,  con  Ed  not 
woia  fifffting  the  whole  cose  clearly  tind  diptincilf  to  CottRFf-s?/' 
ThuSi  air,  the  President,  in  atatir*^  the  acts  of  Whitth  he  thought  lirs 
country  had  a  right  to  ct^mplnirti  does  not  make  a  single  imputation  of 
improper  motive,  and  to  avoid  all  misconstruction,  he  oifera  a  volun- 
lanf  declaration  that  none  such  wire  intended. 

The  part  of  the  Me^sftije  which  seems  to  have  caused  the  greatest 
•enaction  in  Prance,  is  that  m  which,  lifter  a  statement  of  the  causes 
<ft  compUiTit,  it  enters  into  a  consideration  of  the  meai^ures  to  obtain 
redress,  which,  in  simitar  case?,  are  aanci  toned  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
The  coTfipkint  seems  to  he,  that  in  n  iliiKtuBaton  of  the  efficacy  and 
convenience  of  each^  a  preference  was  given  to  rL-prieals,  considered  a  fi- 
at remedial,  not  ns  a  hostile  measure ;  and  this  has  been  constructed 
Into  a  iwenwce^  If  any  explanations  were  necessary  on  thia  head,  they 
are  given  in  the  Message  itaelf.  It  ia  there  ejipresaly  disavowecl,  and 
tiw  power  und  chtrracter  of  France  are  appealed  to,  to  show  that  if 
never  could  be  induced  by  threats  to  do  what  it»sf^ni»s  of  justice  de- 
nied. If  the  nieiisiire  to  which  I  have  more  than  on<:e  n  I  hided,  should 
b«  resorted  to,  and  the  humiliation  ntieoding  a  comphance  with  it 
could  be  endured,  and  if  it  were  possible,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
give  an  estptanation,  what  more  could  be  required  than  ia  contained  in 
the  Me-daau^-  itself,  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a  menace?  If  the  mea* 
sure  to  which  I  allude  should  be  adopted,  and  ftubmitted  to,  what 
would  Hia  Majeaty^s  govern  men  t  require  ?  The  disavowal  of  any  in- 
tent to  influence  the  Councils  of  France  h}^  threitral  They  have  it  al- 
ready, tt  trirms  a  part  of  the  vers;  mat  rumen  t  wbich  cBueed  the  oJ^ 
fence,  and  J  wiH  not  do  them  the  injustice  to  think  that  they  could  form 
the  offensive  kjea  of  regiuring  more.  The  necessity  of  discussing  the 
nature  of  the  remedies  for  the  nonesteention  of  the  treaty,  the  charac- 
ter and  spirit  in  which  it  was  done,  are  explained  in  my  letter  so  often 
referred  to,  and  I  pray  your  Excelleney  to  consider  the  concluding  pari 
of  it,  beginning  wrth  the  quotation  T  have  last  made.  But  if  )  want^ 
any  argument  to  show  that  no  explanation  of  this  ^art  of  tiie  Message 
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traB  necoMarri  or  could  be  required^  I  should  find  it  in  the  opinknii 
certainly  a  juat  on^  expressed  by  his  Ma^oaty'o  Ministers,  that  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Proeident,  not  having  been  adopted  bv  the  other 
branches  of  the^overnment,  it  was  not  a  m^iianal  act  and  could  not 
be  complained  of  as  Buch,  Nay,  in  the  note  presentod  by  Mr.  Serru- 
rier  to  the  governititint  at  Washtngton>  and  the  measures  which  it 
announces,  vhte  rcv^il,  and  ihei^fT^rof  my  passports,)  the  government 
of  His  Majesty  fit!enia  tQ  have  done  all  iha[  they  thought  its  dignity 
required;  for  they,  at  ih*  same  time,  declatt?d  that  the  law  providing 
for  the  payment  will  be  presented^  but  give  no  intimation  of  any  pre-. 
vious  condition,  and  anne:?  TJtme  to  ihehill  which  they  present.  The 
account  of  dignity  bein^  thus  decLsiTef],  by  this  demonstration,  to  be 
settled,  it  cannor  hr  t^npiHi^i^d  that  it  will  n^ain  be  introduced  as  a  set 
off  against  an  ackuowltAii^ed  pciiuniary  balance. 

Before  I  conclude  rav  observations  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  it  will 
be  well  to  inquire  in  what  light  exceptions  are  taken  to  this  part  of  the 
Message — ^whether  as  a  menace  generally,  or  to  the  particular  measure 
proposed.  In  the  first  view,  every  measure  that  a  government  having 
claims  on  another,  declares  it  must  pursue,  if  those  claims  are  not  al- 
lowed, (whatever  may  be  the  terms  employed,)  is  a  menace.  It  is  ne- 
cessarV}  and  not  objectionable,  unless  couched  in  offensive  language. 
It  is  a  fair  declaration  of  what  course  the  party  making  it  intends  to 
•ursue,  and  except  in  cases  where  pretexts  are  wanted  for  a  rupture, 
lave  rardy  been  objected  to,  even  when  avowedly  the  act  of  the  na- 
tion ;  not,  as  in  this  case,  a  proposal  made  by  one  branch  of  its  go- 
vernment to  another.  Instances  of  this  are  not  wanting,  but  need  not 
be  here  enumerated.  One,  however,  ought  to  be  mentioned,  because  it 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  subject  now  under  discussion.  While 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  was  suffering  under  the  agg^res- 
sions  of  the  two  most  powerful  nations  of  the  world,  the  American 
government,  in  this  sense  of  the  word,  menaced  them  both.  It  passed 
a  law,  in  express  terms,  declaring  to  them,  that  unless  they  ceased 
their  aggressions,  America  would  hold  no  intercourse  with  them ;  that 
their  snips  should  be  seized  if  they  ventured  into  American  ports ;  that 
the  productions  of  their  soil  or  industry  should  be  forfeited.  Here  was 
an  undisguised  measure,  in  clear,  unequivocal  terms,  and  of  course, 
according  to  the  argument  against  which  I  contend,  neither  France 
nor  England  could  deliberate,  under  its  pressure,  without  dishonor. 
Yet  the  Emperor  of  France,  certainly  an  unexceptionable  judge  of 
what  the  dignity  of  his  country  required,  did  accept  the  condition,  did 
repeal  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreeaiy  did  not  make  any  -complaints  of 
the  act  as  a  threat,  though  it  called  it  an  injury. 

Great  Britain,  too,  although  at  that  time  on  no  friendly  terms  with 
the  United  States,  made  no  complaint  that  her  pride  was  offended — 
ker  Minister  en  the  spot  even  made  a  declaration  that  the  obnoxious 
orders  were  repealed.  It  is  true  it  was  a  disavowal,  but  the  disavowal 
was  accompanied  bv  no  objections  to  the  law  as  a  threat.  Should 
the  objection  be  to  the  nature  of  the  remedy  proposed,  and  that  the 
recommendation  of  reprisals  is  the  offensive  part,  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that  it  stands  on  the  same  ground  with  any  other  remedy ;  that 
it  is  not  hostile  in  its  nature,  that  it  has  been  resorted  to  by  France  to 
procure  redress  from  other  powers,  and  by  them  against  her,  without 
producing  war,  but  such  an  argument  is  not  necessary.  This  is  not 
the  case  of  a  national  measure,  either  of  menace  or  action — ^itis  a 
recommendation  only  of  one  branch  of  GKivemment  to  another;  iMid 
France  has  itself  shown  that  a  proposal  of  this  nature  could  not  be 
noticed  as  an  offence.  In  the  year  1808  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  annexed  to  the  bill  of  non-mtercevse'a  section  which  not  only 
40* 
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IhM  aetaAlly  MHwrund  the  PremdeoC  to  ieme  letfers  ofminprn 

mad  reprisals  against  botb  vfsnoe  aad  KngJand,  if  the  one  aid  npc 
lepeal  the  BerKn  and  Milan  llecrees,  and  the  other  aid  not  revoke  the 
OraeriB  in  Council.  This  elafitse  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  Kepreseh- 
tattYe%  bm  was  complete  as  the  act  of  the  Senate  ;  yet  neither  Franca- 
1,  r  EnelLiud  complajned  of  it  ft*  an  indifinity— both  powers  had  Mi- 
DiatcTS  on  ih^  spuJ,  and  the  d^gmty  oi  ntuht^r  sei^ma  to  have  been 
olfended. 

If  the  viaw  I  havfl  now  taken  of  the  eubjcet  bo  correctj  I  have  suc- 
tMcdod  m  conveying  to  Hid  Miij^iety^a  Miriiiiier^  lh«^  i^oiivi Lotion  t  my* 
wdi  leeLt  OiBt  no  lii^rit  extsts  in  nny  foreign  uatLon  to  nak  explnn^Liona 
ai^  or  even  lo  notice,  any  communiciutioriB  between  the  diflercnt 
tranche  a  of  ot»r  Govern  merit;  thai  to  admit  it  even  in  a  eingle  in- 
BtQince  woiiEd  he  a  daniiserous  precedent,  and  a  derogaiion  from  na- 
tional dianity  j  and  that  to  fhv  preetnt  iti  stance  an  ex  n  I  an  at  ion  that 
ot]|;ht  \Q  be  fiati^faetury  has  been  voluntarily  g:iTDn  ;  I  nave  then  de-^ 
monBtraied  that  any  nieafliLTe  founded  an  duch  aiippoiwd  right  \9  not 
pnly  inndmisiiLbLr,  hut  ifl  totally'  unnectHaary,  nnd  consefittcntly,  that 
hra  Majesty 'fl  Minis tera  may  at  once  declare  that  previous  explana- 
tions f^iven  by  (he  Ministor  of  ihe  United  Statc&,  and  subacqucntlf 
approved  Ny  tne  PreaidBnt,  had  s^atisfled  them  on  the  fiubjtH^t  of  the 
Mesaage. 

The  motives  of  my  Clove rn men t  durini;  the  whole  controversy,  have 
been  mis  understood  or  not  propter!  y  a^ipreciatedT  and  ilid  question  i* 
daily  chanj^n^  its  character.  A  negoiiaiion,  entered  into  for  pecu- 
niary compenantion  to  individuals,  involved  no  postiive  obligation  oa 
Iheir  Govcrnmetit  to  pioseente  it  to  extremities.  A  e^fjkuiu  treaty ^ 
w lifted  hy  the  const ituUonal  oraan^  of  the  two  powera^  changed  tha 
private  into  a  public  right.  All  doubts  as  to  their  jnslicc  B6cm  now 
to  have  been  removed  :  and  every  objection  to  the  pavment  of  a  debt 
ack now] edged  to  be  juflt,  Will  be  severtly  scrutiniTed  ny  (he  itnpariial 
worlds  What  character  will  be  given  to  a  refusal  lo  pHv  auch  a  debt 
on  the  allegntioni  whether  well  or  ill  f^miuiedH  of  rm  offtmc*?  to  na 
tional  honor,  it  does  not  become  mc  to  say.  The  f^rcnch  nation  ia  the 
last  that  would  ever  appreciate  national  honor  by  any  number  of  rnil- 
liona  it  conltl  willtholdi  as  a  compcn^^ation  foff  an  injury  t*flered  to  »t. 
The  Utiitcd  States,  commercial  as  they  are,  are  the  laat  that  would 
settle  such  an  account.  The  propuaition  I  allude  to  would  he  unwor- 
thy  of  both»  and  it  is  eincerety  to  be  hoped  that  \t  will  never  be  made. 

To  avoid  the  poaaibility  of  rnisapprehenaion,  1  repeat,  that  this  com- 
munication IB  made  with  the  single  view  of  apprising  Hi*  Majesty'^ 
Government  of  the  eonsoquencea  attending  a  meawir&  whieh,  with- 
out sych  notice,  they  might  be  inclined  to  pursno:  thnt,  although  1 
am  not  authorized  to  state  what  meamirea  will  be  taken  hy  the  United 
States^  yet  I  speak  confidently  of  the  principlea  they  have  adopted, 
and  have  no  doubt  they  will  never  be  abandoned. 

This  is  the  last  communication  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  make^  It 
is  dictated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  restore  a  good  intelligence,  which 
•eemn  to  be  endangered  by  the  very  means  intended  to  consolidate  it» 

Whatever  be  tbe're?ulu  the  United  Staiea  may  appeal  to  the  world 
ttj  bear  witnesHi  that  in  the  assertion  of  the  rights  of  their  citiueti* 
and  the  dignity  of  their  Government^  they  have  never  awerved  froio, 
the  respect  due  to  the m selves,  atid  from  that  which  they  owe  to  the 
Government  of  France. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  receive  the  assurances  of  high  conudera- 
lion  with  w^tch  I  have  the  hon^r  to  ba, 

Tour  mdst  obedient  iMrv^nt; 

EDWARD  UVINGSTOr^,. 
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Navy  Departmeni^  April  7, 1818. 
CAf1^^  Jk88b  p.  Eluott^  tJ.  S.  Nayt. 

Strain  complying  with  a  resolution  of  Confiress,  passed  on  (he 
291A  oby  of  JftntiaiYi  1813,  and  on  behalf  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siatesk  I  have  tne  honor  of  handing  to  you  "  an  elegant  swoFd, 
with  mitable  emblems  and  devices,  in  testimony  of  the  just  sense  en- 
terOtinedby  Gengre^d  df  your  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  in  boarding 
and  capi&nligf  the  British  brigs  Detroit  and  Caledonia,  wmle  anchored 
under  the  protection  of  Fan  Erie." 

Among  the  various  official  duties  devolving  upon  me,  I  have  ahi^ 
iegrea  of  atttiflfaction  in  the  performance  of  this ;  and  at  the  same 

g'me  I  add  tte  assurance  of  my  personal  esteem  and  respect  Jbr  your 
onorable  servioe  as  an  officer,  and  your  character  as  a  gentleman. 
Witii  the  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  happiness,  I  have  the 
llGftor  to  h%  dbc. 

B.  W.  CROWNlNSfflELD. 

Nvr/olk,  ApHl  13, 1813. 

Si^^Your  Ifttter,  and  thd  sword  which  yoil  presented  to  me,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  Congress,  have  both  been  received. 
I  want  terms  to  express  the  mingled  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 
pride  infl|>ired  by  this  token  of  pubnc  confidence.  Next  to  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  endeavored  i»  do  his  duty,  every  officer  must 
value  the  i^robation  of  his  country.  I  know,  indeed,  that  the  suc- 
cess whieh  has  procured  me  this  honor  should  be  ascribed  to  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  of  those  whom  it  was  my  good  fortune  to 
command^  rather  than  to  my  personal  skill,  and  that  I  owe  this  dis- 
tinction more  to  the  generosity  of  Congress  than  to  my  own  merit ; 
but  this  very  consideration  will  animate  my  future  efforts  to  justify 
the  distinetien  which  my  country  Ifas  deigned  to  confer  on  me. 

For  the  kind  and  flattering  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  make  the  communication,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  acknowledg- 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  B.  W.  CtiowNiNSHiSLO,  Sec'ry  of  the  Navy. 

The  inscription  upon  this  sword  is  Hosnnit  «tm  IbuMus  natis 

INVASIT  kr  PATKI£  DKDIT. 


Sauobbida,  or  thb  wood  dbmom,  a  melo-drama,  founded  ui)on  a 
German  legend.  The  substance  of  the  fable  is  that  a  demon,  inha- 
biting a  forest,  and  called  Saugerida,  promised  to  a  German  robb^ 
the  gratification  of  all  his  wishes,  upon  his  annually  sacrificing  a  child 
upon  the  altaf  of  the  demon.  Many  children  were  murdered  ;  but  at 
lenisth  the  liobber,  who  had  become  a  powerful  noble,  having  failed 
to  Inmish  E  victim  within  the  time  stnmlated,  was  destroyed  by  the 
denfton.  SttUgerida  is  no  bad  emblem  ot  Boston  Federalism,  continu- 
ally seeking  me  destruction  of  Democrats ;  and  the  German  count 
may  well  represent  the  instruments  whom  it  uses,  and  throws  away 
when  Ro  longer  useful. 
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